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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The favor with which this work has been received, even with aL 
its t3rpographical errors, and its uninyiting dress, has induced the 
author to offer another and revised edition to the public, who have 
done his poor efforts so unexpected and, as he fears, undeserved an 
honor. The materials of the work, consisting of veritable incident, 
collected from original sources, were undoubtedly good; and the 
author can only regret that they were not wrought up with an ability 
corresponding to their richness. He would gladly make several alter- 
ations in the work, particularly in the appellation of one of the most 
conspicuous personages, Charles Warrington, whose prototype 
was intended to be the chivalrous Colonel Seth Warner, whom ne 
always regretted he had not introduced, like Allen, Baker, Mrs. 
Stort, and other historical characters, under his own name. But as 
this, and other like alterations could not be made without somewhat 
varying the construction of the whole Tale, he has cojicluded to pre- 
lent it, with the exception of corrections and a &w additional notes, 
la the original form. 

THE AUTHOR. 
1* 



PREFACE. 



Thb fi>Uow]ng pa|;e8 aie inteaded to embodj and illustrate a portioii 
of the more romantio incidents which actoaUpr occurred in ^ttd early 
settlements of Vermont, with the use of but htde more of fiction than 
was deemed sufficient to weave them together, and impart to the tissue 
a connected interest In doing this, the author has ventured, for the 
sake of more unity of design, upon one or two anachronisms ; or, in 
other words, he has brou^t together, or nearly so, some indctents, 
ccmneeted with the portions of the two di£ferent periods embraced in 
the work, viz. the New Yoik controversy and the revcdution — ' which 
occurred at intervals. Other than this, he is sensible of no violaticms 
of historical truth. Without consulting, as perhi^ he dkould, the 
models to be found in the works of approved writers m thb department 
of literature, he has endeavored to give a true delineation of the 
manners and fedings of those among whom isbe scene is laid, to|;ether 
with the deeds and characters ci some of the leading actors m the 
events he has attempted to describe, as gathered from the imperfect 
published histories of the times, from the private papers to which he 
nas had access, and more particularly frt>m the lips of the few aeed 
relics of that period who actively participated in the wild and stirnng 
scenes which peculiarly masked the settlement of this part of the 
country. How far he has succeeded in the attempt it is for the publici 
not for him, to decide. 

THE AUTHOB. 

Mohtpbuxb, Maboh, ISSd. 



INTKODUCTION. 



Ths oyenti irliich traiuipmd in &e efirl^ settlement of Vennont, 
and especially dnnns the seven yean immediately }»eceding oar great 
tU' ug^ fi>r nationof independi^ice, deserve a oon^cuous place in 
\fiiariiaa been termed the romance of history. The situation m which 
the setders finmd themadyea placed, about the beginning c£ the last 
mentioned penod^ was one very peenliariy calculated to arouse the 
individual feelii^ of men^ and raise th^ minds to that pitch of dea- 
perate excitement, when, spuming all further restnunts, tney^ like the 
pent fires of the eardi, break through the barriers that drcumacribe 
the ordinary course of human action, and le^ at once into the arena 
of darinff deeds and ehividroafl exploits.. They had derived the titles 
to their lands from patents made under the authority of the British 
crown, and issued if the loyid governor of New Hampshire, — to 
which province it was then generally understood their territory unques- 
tionably belonged. A claim to ^is territory, however, was soon set up 
by the government of New York : and in the process of time certain 
statesmen of the latter province, corm^^y comDining with influential 
land speculators, procured, by ^eir intr^ues at the British court, a 
decree, establishing Connecticut river as the boundary line between the 
two belligerent provinces, and tiiua throwing the whole of the disputed 
territory within the governmental jurisdiction of New York. In a 
change of jurisdiction merdy, the settlers of the New Hampshire 
Grants, as this tract of country waa then usually designated, would 
have doubtless peaceably acquiesced. But when, by one of the most 
bold and singnhur perversions of law and justice to be found on record, 
tiie tribunals of New Y(»k decided this decree to have a retrospective 
ojperation, so as to invdve the titles of the lands as well as the jurisdic- 
twn c^ the territonr, the voice of the indignant settlers unitedly rose 
ftom every part or their Green Mountains, in loud and determhled 
remonstrances: for this decision, which was of itself a legal paradox, 
mag to destroy the rig^ of property already irrevocably jgranted by 
mt crown — uie very same source of power by which it was now 
propoaed a new right, with new conditions, skmld be irrevocably 
esteblidied-^ndtgected them to the exasperating alternative of either 
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relinquishing their farms, which they had once honestlj purchased and 
paid for, with all those improvements that had cost them so much labor 
and privation, or of purchasing and paying for them again on such 
terms as those who claimed to be their new masters might choose to 
exact The latter, with their limited pecuniary resources, they at once 
saw that it would be utterly impossible for most of them to do ; while 
to the former their proud spirits would never for a moment brook the 
thought of submitting. Paying, therefore^ after they had vainly ex- 
hausted every argument in petition and remonstrance to the governor 
and his council, and as vainly attempted to defend a few of the first 
suits brought for the possession of their farms before his obsequious 
tribunal ; paying, we say, no further attention to the summonses to quit, 
which now poured thickly upon them, they soon found their secluded 
settlement invaded by the greedy swarms of their cormorant foes, 
attended by sheriffs, each with a large armed posse for a forcible ejec- 
tion of the inhabitants, and surveyors with their assistants for laying 
out and locating the unoccupied territory. Having thus found that 
peaceable measures were wholly unavailing, the now aroused and de- 
termined settlers unanimously resolved on resistance, and immediately 
put themselves in an attitude to carry their resolution into effect An 
mdependent organization was accordingly established throughout the 
Grants, consisting of committees of safety, as they were termed, ap- 
pointed to act as provisional courts for trying offenders, supervising 
the public concerns in their respective towns, and generally to serve, 
it is believed, as delegates to the general convention which, from time 
to time, assembled to consult on the public welfare, and make such 
regulations and decrees as the exigencies might require ; while to en- 
force these orders and decrees, and to defend the settlers from aggres- 
sions of the New York authorities, military associations were formed, 
the members of which soon became generally known by the appellation 
of the Green Mountain Boys. And although the shedding of blood 
was generally avoided by them in repelling uiese intruders upon their 
soil, yet punishment of some kind was sure, on the commission of every 
offence, to be promptly administered. These punishments were various 
and singular — sometimes extremely ingenious Mid laughable. The 
most common mode, however, consisted in the application of the beech, 
rod, or the Beech Seedy as they were pleased to term it, in allusion to 
the emblem of the great seal of New Hampshire, of which their parch- 
ment deeds, probably, bore the impress; while this novel method of 
applying it, they humorously contended, was but to confirm their old 
titles. In this spirited manner was the contest commenced and con- 
tinued by the settlers ; and although armed forces were several timet 
sent into the Grants to aid the authorities in ejecting the inhabitants, 
and although all the leaders of the latter were indicted and outlawed 
as felons by the courts of New York, and proclamation after proclama- 
tion issued by the governor of that province, offering large rewards for 
the delivery of those marked for the punishment of death, and teeming 
with denunciations against aU those who should offer fhrther resistance ; 
yet so united were tbe people, and so determined tlie character of their 
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oppoffilion, that tHeir baffled antagonists were neTer able to accompCth 
but the most insi^ificant results for their jears of labor, in endeavoring 
to effect a fbothold in the territory of Vermont, while the whole contro- 
▼ersy exhibited to the world the singular spectacle of a few thousand 
poor settlers, thinly scattered over a wilderness of a hundred miles in 
extent, successfully resisting, for a series of years, the authority of a 
proYince, appaarently determined on their subjugation, and possessing 
perhaps fifty times their population and resources. 

Having thus glanced at the leading features of this embittered con- 
troversy, (out of the events of which a large portion of the following 
itorv is woven), to enable the reader more readily to understand many 
of me allusions he majr find in the progress of the tale, we will now 
proceed with the narration. 



THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS. 



CHAPTER L 



«( And BOW ftr muM «%»• iMtam In 1 
ltoM>€lnioii^flQodg,aadiwwrmnlbnrtiiHit— 
Wtam BMB WN tMfht Chs dewft ptih to taoe, 
And Am nktopieMvif of tiM mountain ebiuN — 
With Hshk OHKW to plooi^ Cho tfiM«7 kkt, 
And fhn fti dBpOii liM Bflfcty tronl to Idn — 
Wken nosvM of iMA grow, and Miih of ton* 
To toft i«4taifiiMail^1i tnai«ag aooBW naksown." 



Those who htsve wmadeted along the banks of die Otter 
&eek, in search of the beantafbl and jdotnresqiiey maj haye 
extended ihw ramiUesy perhaps, to lake Damnorey whM^ lies 
onboeomed among the hiUs a feir miles to the eastward of that 
quiet stream. If so, their taste finr mtoral soenerj has doubt- 
less been am^lygratiied ; f<Hr tiiere is no spot in the wh^ range 
of the Green Moimtams that ecMsibines mose of the requisites for 
a perfect landscape than this romantic sheet of water Mid its sur- 
rounding shores. Of an oblong form, about four miles in length 
and one in breadth, this lake, or pond, as audi bodies of water 
are more usually denominated among us, lies extended between 
the mam ridge and a collateral eounence on the west, of a height 
but Uttle more than sufficient to serve as a secure embankment to 
this wMe reservoir of the hills. From the eastern shore the 
land rises abruptly into a lofty mountain, which, like eome mighty 
giantess, sits enthrcmed in ihQ mid h^ivens, her head turbaned 



12 THE GREEN HOUKTAIH B0T8. 

with a wreath of white mist, and looking down with Feeming 
fondness and care upon the bright daughter, that reflecting back 
her own rude image, lies quietly reposing in her lap, receiving 
the rich supply of a thousand pearly rills that come gushing to 
her opening lips. To the north and south open long and beau- 
tiful vistas, extending along over the bright extremities of the 
lake, and terminating among the far off peaks of the Green 
Mountains ; while ^m the western shore the land, after a gentle 
rise for a short distance, falls off rapidly toward the Otter, 
leaving the broad and extensive valley of that stream open to 
the vision, which now wanders unobstructed to the "^estem bor- 
ders of the lake Champlain, where the long chain of mountains that 
rise immediately beyond, lies sleeping in the blue distance, and 
bounds the view of this magnificent scene. 

It was near sunset, on one of the last days of April, and in 
the same year and month which were marked by the opening 
scene of our great national drama, that four stout and hardy 
looking men, two of them of about the middle age, and two con- 
siderably younger, were seen occupying a large log canoe near 
the eastern shore of the lake just described, and engaged fishing 
for trout. Their success through the day in ensnaring " the 
pride of the pure waters," as the trout has been appropriately 
termed, had been ample, as was evinced by the large strings of 
this beautiful fish lying on the bottom of the boat beneath the 
feet of their respective captors. Now, however, as the rapidly 
lengthening shadows of the dark primeval forest, that thickly 
lined the shores, had nearly closed over the lake, the party began 
to manifest a disposition to relinquish the exciting labors of the 
day. One sat listless and unemployed in his seat ; another was 
taking in and winding up his line ; while a third had handled the 
oars, and sat patiently awaiting the movements of the fourth, 
who seemed intent on securing, before quitting the station, one 
more victim, as " a most severe large one,"4ie said, was brushing 
round his hook. At length the speckled tantalizer, after playing 
warily round the bait awhile, seized it with a desperation that 
seemed to imply at once his suspicions and his determination to 
test them, and was drawn flapping and floundering into the boat, 
amidst a shout of exultation frcfin the company, who unanimously 
declared the fish to be a ten-pounder, and the capital prize of all 
that had that day been taken. All being now in readiness, the 
boat was rowed slowly toward the shore in the direction of a 
spot indicated as the place of their temporary quarters by a 
slight, wreathy line of blue smoke, which, had risen from theii 
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noon fires, and still hung undissipated along the precipitous clifli 
of the mountain above. On reaching the shore the party, after 
taking out their fish and carefully concealing their canoe in a 
thick clump of overhanging bushes, proceeded to their retreat, 
which proved to be a cavern in the rocks, at the foot of the 
mountain, here shutting down within a dozen rods of the lake. 
The front of this cave consisted of a sort of natural porch, eight 
or ten feet in length, and of, perhaps, about half that number of feet 
in »vidth, formed by a projection of the rocks above and on each 
side, so as to enclose the intervening space. From the centre of 
the area thus formed in front, an entrance, wide enough only to 
admit ene person at a time, opened into the interior, or main part 
of the cavern, a spacious and lofty room branching off in several 
dark recesses that appeared to extend far into the rocks. This 
cave had once been a favorite lodge with the Indians, as was 
evident from the flint arrow-heads, and other indications of abo- 
riginal life, discovered in and about the place ; and in late years 
it had been the usual resort of professional hunters, and others 
of the neighboring settlement, when out for more than one day 
on fishing and hunting excursions on the lake or its vicinity, as it 
afibrded them comfortable quarters for the night, and such as 
could easily be secured from the intrusion of wild beasts, or 
Indians, small parties of whom, though not generally very hostile 
at this period, were still occasionally seen skulking among these 
mountains. The party now present, as before remarked, were 
four in humber. The two eldest of these had nothing remarkable 
in their appearance to distinguish them from the ordinary run of 
men, except theur broad chests and strong muscular limbs, which 
they poss^sed in common with most of the settlers. Of the 
other two, whom we will more particularly describe, one was a 
young woodsman of very singular and striking- appearance. He 
was full seven feet high, and as straight as an arrow. Frbm his 
trunk, which, though strongly made, and quite «s large as that of 
a common stout man, looked like a may-pole, rose a long, slender 
neck, surmounted by a small apple-shaped head. His features 
might have been regular when he slept, but in conversation, in 
which he was always sure to have a part, they were made to play 
such antics, by way of acting as gestures to the queer conceits 
with which his bi:ain was forever teeming, that it would have 
been difiUcult to tell what any one of them might have been when 
reduced to a state of quiescence. His mouth with a peculiar 
twist seemed to move at will in a half circle from one ear to the 
other ; while his nose, playing at cross purposes with his mouthi 
2 
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WM seeminglj wriggled up to the ejebrows, €Kr let down to the 
chin at the option of its owner. These, with the eyes, which 
were no less singuUriy expressiTO, combined to form a coonte- 
nance to the last degree comical, thoo^ with all its predominating 
humor, great good nature and considerable native intelligence 
were r&rj Tisablr mingled in its expression. This man went 
bj the name of ^ete Jones, or loQg4^ged Pete, as was his more 
<«mmon iqppellation among his companions. The other penKW, 
the onl J one of the par^ now remaining to be described, waa 
eridentl J hr soperior in CTerj respect, except physical powers, 
to the restof the company. His exterior exhibited a hig^ degree 
of manlr bean^, bo& m form and featore ; while a fii^ SaA 
eye, with a cleanly torned, rectilinear noae, and a high sqoaie 
fim^iead, indicated tastes of an inteUectnal character. His 
ooonteaanoe was expressiye of keen pere^tioni^ and mantfested 
alao^ like that of the person last deaenbed, n slarong dispositicm to 
wit and mirthfulness ; thon^ his disporition unlike that of his 
nide companion, had beoi erideody diast^ied and trained by 
education and interooerse with refined aoeie^, the advantages or 
both of whidi his language and manners showed he had reeeiyed. 
His whole aroearanoe, indeed, was such as would induce to the 
probable concision that n romantic turn of mind, with n love <^ 
the exdting aeenes of the fecest, or still mcHe exciting strife in 
whidi the settlers were engaged with the neigbborii^ colony, had 
led him to a temporaiy adc^lion of his present comae of life^ 
aad that he was nther an amateur wwwteman than one fixnn 
jHsbtt or neoeesi^. 

When the party reached their quartefs, the person whose 



j uer rip tinn Isit nnmipird mi iinriiratnd binrrif ffuni lln iml, ujid, 

^tOiJtmiag np the ste^ sat down A a ^^«"">*~«wg clif; some 

^0iidred feet above the caTe>leeving the dutieB of the camp to be 

^erlbrmed by these idio remained below. The litfta^, afifa- kind- 

^^ up a file in fiout of the cave, proceeded to br4g &nm the 

j^^eiMT a Ughl, portable kett^ and piece of saH junk, artidea 

,^^1^ whioh sttdi parties usually went provided, and soon became 

^J^iJlyeoMMd in dressing and preparing a portian of the fodta 

*^ abeir dinr's labors for an ev^ui^ repasL 

^^ ^ Smith,^^ «id the taU weodsman, whose pecuKaritiea we have 
^^l^^ne noted, now turning to one of his comi«dea as ther wero 

P^^^ fir. SeWtm hw pewhed ha^ 

f*VTb««««»,^ He.k»ka«sglumandhaijasacal.oidwLkw 
y^fc^e ««us wiOi ene<qreaMlwaftdai^nliee tmid with 



THS OBUCH MOtniTAIH BOT8. 15 

^ WeU dime for yon, Pete Jones I ** responded the person 
addressed ; ^ I rather guess you have hit the nail on the head 
this time ; for Selden, I 'ye noticed is fond of looking at pros- 
pects — scenery, I think he calls it — well, while he has an eye 
for thati it 's my opinion he is on the look-out for mischief, which 
he thinks oaay perhaps be brewing for us somewhere — what say 
yew, Brown ? ** 

*^ Well, I d<m't know,** replied the latter, a plain, Unnt, and 
somewhat dcigged looking man ; ^ there may be something in 
yooridea — and come to think of it, I guess it is so : Youknow 
we caught a glimpse or two of a fdlow skulking round the shore 
oirer yoedw, last erening, as we were coming across to take up 
onr quwters here ; and I remember that Selden seemed to watch 
his aoyemei^ as if he had some suspidons that the fellow 
might be a apy upon us.** 

*^ Thafs i^" rejoined Smith; << and if Selden named the afiair 
to the Captain when he joined us last night, as Pll warrant you 
he did, se^ng they had oonsiderable private talk together, most 
13cety be got oinkni to ke^ a spare eye for breakers to-day. I 
faaye noticed several times this afternoon that he seemed to be 
k>oldng i^oimd the lake rather anxiously; and it was that which 
srt me to tfaftnkiBg.^ 

^ By the way,^' interposed Jones ; ^ what in the world can 
haye got the Captain, that he aint in by this time ? not a single 
lood word has hk ilfle spoken to di^, to my hearing.'' 

^ He has doubtless taken a wide range to-day," replied Smith, 
who assumed to be the best gnesaer of the trio ; ^ biit an eye as 
keen, and an aim as sore as the young Captain's, ney^ need be 
exerdsed a whole d%y for nothing on these mountains. He don't 
come home emp^ to-night you 11 find." 

^ I wish he irould eome, howeyer," observed Brown ; I am 
anxious lo know what are to be the orders for to-morrow. I hope 
he wont vttke «s wait here another day for more to join us 
before we proceed on the business we came for. We have now 
been nearly Ihree days, coming and here, without a chance 
of setting e«r seals to the back 4>f a single Yorker. I would n't 
have Tolnnteered and left iny work at this busy season but for 
Captain Warrii^ton's promise to let ns have right at 'em, and be 
off again. And I wouldn't at no rate, if he had not fought so 
like a yoong lion for me at the time these land sharks turned us, 
wi^ litde ones, and all, out into the snow. He did me God's 
service at that time ; so I thought I ou^t to oblige him by com* 
ii^. Though, besure, I was obliging my own fedings about as 
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mach ; for, so help me Heaven ! I would go fourteen milet 
barefoot in January for a chance to pay off scores upon those 
same York gentry.'* 

" So would I," remarked Smith ; " for what was your case 
may soon be mine, unless we all turn out, and drive the scoundrels 
from the Grants every time they put foot within them. So we 
must not grudge a little time spent in paying off our debts in this 
manner, seeing we shall be doing the public a service at the same 
time. Only think of Warrington ! He has spent more than half 
his time in thfs way for the last three years ; and all he has ever 
got by it has been to have a price set upon his head." 

" They have set a price on my head too," gloomily resumed 
the other ; * " but as for the Captain, he will have his reward in 
heaven ; while they have made me so savage and murderous in 
my feelings that I begin to fear that heaven will be no place for 
me. 

" Well, I owe the scamps nothing in particular myself, I be- 
lieve," observed Jones ; " but not knowing how soon I might, 
seeing as how I had lately bought a new lot down there near Old 
Ti, I thought I might as well join you a spell to learn the way 
and manner of fixing the chaps. And I calculated if any body 
could show me 't was Captain Charley, who they say is a trifle 
braver than Julius Caesar, besides having a heart as big as a 
meeting-house." 

" What would you say of Ethan Allen at that rate ? " asked 
Smith, laughing. 

" Ethan Allen ? Lordy ! why, two Alexanders, with half a 
dozen Turks thrown in to stiffen the upper lip, would be used up 
in making the priming to Ethan Allen ! But hoo ! what in the 
devil's name has come among us now ? " continued the speaker, 
pointing to a new figure that had arrived unperceived, and noise- 
lessly taken a station within a few yards of the company. 

All eyes were now turned to the spot indicated by the words 
and odd gesticulations of their companion. There stood a young 
Indian, quietly looking at the company, or rather, after the pecu- 
liarity of his race, looking at every thing else but the company, 
the moment they turned and confronted him. He held a rifle in 
his hand, while his dress differed but little from the ordinary garb 
of the settlers. 

* The persons outlawed by the New York Assembly, for thC apprchensioq 
of whom a reward of fifty pounds for each was offered, were Ethan Allen, 
Seth Warner, Remember Baker, Rob*t Cochran, P. Sunderland, S. Brown, 
J. Smith, and J. Brackenridge. 
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** Umph ! " lie at length exclaimed in the peculiar, jerking 
guttural of the native Indian ; " Massa Cappen — him no here I ** 

" Gruessed exactly right, Tawney ! " cried Jones, awakening 
frcHn the momentary surprise into which he, as well as his 
companions, had been thrown by the unexpected £t)pearance of 
such a visitor ; " but what do you want with the Captain, my 
beauty ? " 

" Umph ! you ask ; when me tell, then you know," quickly 
replied the Indian, with the apparent object both to evade the 
question and retort on the interrogator for the manner in which 
it was put. 

^ Right, again ! " exclaimed Smith, pleased at the rebuff thus 
received by the professed joker of the party ; " here, Jones, let 
me manage him. Where did you leave your company, friend ? " 
he continued, addressing the native coaxingly — " 1 conclude 
there are more of your people somewhere hereabouts ? " 

" Umph ! " answered the native with a sarcastic smile ; " Now 
you fraid — scare — why you no run ? " 

" Righter than ever ! " shouted Jones, laughing heartily in 
turn at his baffled comrade, who had fared even worse than him- 
self in the rencounter. 

Other methods wer^ then taken to draw from the Indian his 
name and business, but without the least success. He either 
stood mute, or answered with such odd evasions, that they soon 
gave over the attempt, and called to Selden on the hill, intima- 
ting that his presence was needed below. That person, who 
proved to be second in command in the expedition, as if partly 
apprized of what was going on, immediately came down and 
appeared among them. 

" Leftenant Selden," said Jones, " they say you can make 
poetry out of rocks and trees, if you are a mind to — now we 
want to see what you can make out of this fellow." 

" He is very evidently a domesticated Indian," seriously replied 
the person addressed, who appeared just then in no humor to 
relish the jokes of the other. " He probably resides with some 
fiftmily in the vicinity. I think I have heard Warrington speak 
of meeting one of his description in a hunting adventure in this 
quarter." 

" Well, he inquired for the Captain," observed Smith. 

" Then he lias some business with him, I presume," rejoined 
Selden ; " some friendly message, perhaps." 

" Umph ! that man say it," said the subject of their discourse, 
pointing to the former with an expressive and respectful look. 
2* 
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<< We will try then to haMbea ibe Ci^iteui's retarn," ob«eiT«d 
Selden, and taking firom his pocket » sort of whistle, formed 
from the leg-bone oi a deer, he blew a blast whose loud^ shrill 
note was capable of being heard at a great distance. 

A strict nlenee ci several moments was now observed by the 
whole party in listening for a reply from their leader, who, it was 
understood, carried about him a corresponding instrument. At 
length, instead of a reply from a whistle, the sharp rep(Mrt of a 
rifle burst from a neighboring glen, and, echoing wildly fromdiff 
to cliff in the surrounding stillness, died slowly away on the dia* 
tant mountains. 

<< There he is I " << There goes the Captain's rifle — I should 
know her voice among a thousand,'' simultaneously burst from 
the lips of several of the company. 

" Just as I told you," said Smith ; ^' I knew he would never 
return empty. That shot, mark me, brought down a deer, which 
he had in his eye when the Leftenant whistled, and prevented his 
answering the call, -which no small game would." 

The event soon proved the truth of the last speaker's conjec- 
ture. The heavy, slow tread, as of one carrying some weighty 
load, now became distinguishable at a distance in the woods, the 
sounds falling more and more distinctly on the ear every moment, 
as they approached the spot where the expectant and excited 
party stood, eagerly straining their eyes to catch the flrst glimpse 
of their huntsman leader. At length he emerged from the 
bushes, b«aring a noble buck upon his shoulders. Advancing, 
amidst the congratulations of his followers, he came up to the 
spot, and, with the air of one relieved from a heavy burden, threw 
down his prize to the ground before them. Of the probable 
age oi twentyHBix or eight, he was a man of a very flne and 
even majestic appearance. Though tall and muscular, so com- 
pactly and finely set were his limbs, that his contour presented 
nothing to the eye in the least di^roportioned or ungainly. His 
features seemed to correspond in regularity of formation to the 
rest of his person, while his countenance was rather of the cool 
and deliberate cast, indicative, however, of a mild, benevolent 
disposition, as well as a sound, reflecting intellect. Every de- 
velopment, indeed, whether of his shapely head or manly coun- 
tenance, went to ^w a strong, well balanced character, and one 
capable of action beyond the scope of ordinary men. His dress, 
which was that of a huntsman, was neat — not rich -^ but tastefully 
arrangp^ and well fitted. A mahogany-stocked rifle, '. richly 
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Aased with sflTer, wUh nnall anns partiaUj ooBceakd in hit 
dress, completed his equipments* 

^ Heay^i saTe me from another saoh jaunt,** were his fir«t 
words after he had thrown down his load and recorered himself 
ar little ; ^ a noUe hacky indeed, but the diase has been rather a 
dear one.** 

** I do n*t see how it could well hare been otherwise, Captain,** 
obser^^ Selden, now evidently^ in high ^irits and disposed for 
ft little merriment—^ 

** Yonr haBtnneii, wlkenQTer « deer V in ike raee, 
Idke yottr loren^ of oovne, rnoBt expect » deat diaee." 

^ Ifine has been somewhat dearer, howerer, I think," replied 
the former with an appreciatiBg smile, ^ than was necessary to 
giTe seat to those saTorj trout, which, hj the waj, I am right glad 
to see so neaiij ready for the partaldng.'* 

^ Yes,*' rejoined the other, glancing round at the Indian, who 
stood demure and silent in^e back-ground, with his face partly 
averted from the company, << and yet I know not, really. Captain 
Warrington, but you may have other fish to fry first*** 

^ And just about the oddest fish too that we hare caught to- 
day. Captain,'* said Jones, instantly understanding the allasion 
of the last speaker ; '^ I rather think he must be a sort of shell- 
fish, from the difficulty we found in getting his mouth open." 

^ O ho !" ^ccliumed Warrington, his eye now fbr Ht^ first time 
resting on the form of the Ikidian, and Ms countenanee clearing 
up from the puzzled expression that had come over it fi)r the in- 
stant at the enigmalical words of his friends ; ^ a new recruit I 
that explains your call, the wherefi>re I was about to ask — a 
new recruit of doubtful credentials, eh?" 

So saying, he advanced to the side of the Indian youth and 
attentively examined his features ; while the obje<A of his scru- 
tiny stood perfectly isunovable, ajid apparently unconscious of 
the examination he was undergoing, till perceiving by the hesita- 
tion of the other that he was not likely to be recognized, he, 
without looking up^ or varying the expression of a single muscle 
of his face, quietly observed. 

" Massa Cappen no remember Neshobee — no remember shoot 
three wolf." 

"Aha?" said the other, recalled by the last allusion ; the same 
poor fellow that I so providentially came across, and relieved from 
that savage pack of wolves last year, on these very mountains? 
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Yoa may well remember that escape, my friend. But U is 
0trange I did not know you." 

" Neshobee hunt all day," resumed the Indian, intent on re- 
fienrmng the eyent, the remembrance of which seemed to light 
.^p his countenance to something like the indications of feeling, 
^od incline him to unusaal loquacity; "hunt, hunt — kill no 
Seer — dark come fast. Now hear wolf 'way out there, howl I 
|,owl ! Now 'way out here, howl I howl I Now um come to- 
gether, howl I howl I Now near off, howl I howl! Now me 
Icnow what um want, and climb small tree quick. Wolf come, 
0^e, six, hungry, and lap um mouth. Me shoot ; kill one, and go 
.|^ load um up again — so no think nothing, and drop um rifle low 
^o wn — wolf jump high, catch um away — \iow rifle all gone — 
t%€> g^* ^"^ — ^^^ S^^ °^ ^^^ — ^^^ *wn tree, gnaw, gnaw, wolf 
j^4> do so 'fore. Now tree begin shake, shake to fall soon. Now 
l^^nd, bend, slow 'long down — wolf jump, jump, snap um white 
^^eth, and 'most jest catch um Neshobee. Now hoo ! bang ! one 
•^^alf kick over dead — Cappen out there in the bush. Shoot 
^^rain, two dead ! Shoot again, three dead ! Now the rest two 
Z^lf begin to mistrust to run away afore they dead too. Now 
-^^shohee come down — stay all night in cave with um Cappen — 
^^^jj very good, no forget um." 

^^^ Very nearly correct, I believe, Neshobee," observed War- 
*^^ton, as the Indian closed his recital, the longest, perhaps, he 
^^r raside in his life, for unluckily, itjnay be, for the romance of 




Tix ^ aeiigni in atMiuumig uj tue sons oi tneiorest; "very 
^^ jy correct, but are you out on another hunt in this quarter, op 
^^ other business bring you here at this time ? " 

^ ^cPlTbatthen?" 

^^ -MliBSVS Story talk um on paper for Cappen better nor Nesli- 
^^r/' replied the Indian, handing Warrington a smaU dinffy 

[S^^ idtter, after running liMtily over the contents of the billet. 
X^-^ lased his sye to kmdle with enthusiasm as he read, iin! 
i^^t^lr ^"""^ ^ 9"^ company, and, with a cheerful, a^Wed 
"^'^^^^^ " '' ^ ^^"""^ """' ^T^^ ^^*^^^ Story, of theeS 
^^S^^' ^^ contains news of interest, my boys — shaU I read 

> y^^L 'Aye, Captain," was the eager response. 
^?lt^,n then." 



J.^^ 



tst^^ 
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" Capt. W. — I tear out the blank leaf of my bible to say, 
*t?ie PkilitHnes be upon thee, Sampson.' They came over the 
Creek somewhere north of here, and, after a short consultation 
near the edge of my clearing, irom which I luckily espied them, 
rtarack off towards the lake. Munroe, as usual, heads the party ; 
ten in number, as I counted. There are five of you, at least ; 
and that is enough, if you are are of the stuff I think you, to 
attend to confirming our titles in this neighborhood. My mes- 
senger is a chance one, but true and friendly, and may be enlist- 
ed, I think, for the nighf s work, if needed. 

God speed you all. 

Aim Stort.** 

This spirited epistle was received by the company with a loud 
** hurra for the widow I " and notwithstanding it brought them the 
startling intelligence that the sheriff of Albany county, with an 
flhned force of twice their own number, was on the march to 
seize them, two of whom, at least, were known to be under sen- 
tence of outlawry for former resistance to the New York author- 
ities, while attempting to execute their cruel mandates on the 
persons or property of the settlers — notwithstanding this, the 
news was received with the liveliest expressions of joy and enthu- 
siasm. An escape from their pursuers into the forest, or on to 
tlie water ii^eir canoe, which was the only one in the lake, they 
well knew fll|ht easily be effected. But this was no part of the 
plan of this resolute little band of Green Mountain Boys ; nor 
was the possibility of their being overpowered and taken deemed 
by them scarce more worthy of dieir consideration. Their object 
was the punishment of their foes, for the accomplishment of 
which this was hsdled by them all as a golden opportunity. From 
the im wonted boldness with which this noted troubler of the 
Grants was attempting to push so far into the interior with so 
small a number of men, all of whom were supposed to be unac- 
quainted with the forest in this part of the country, it was rightly 
conjectured that he must have been apprized by some traitorous 
settler, not only of the exact situation of the present rendezvous, 
but also of the number of those occupying it ; and for similar 
reasons it was concluded that this person must now be with the 
approaching enemy, acting as guide in conducting them to the 
spot, where they doubtless anticipated taking their intended victims 
by complete surprise, and then hurrying with them by night over 
the country to the British fort at Ticonderoga, before the settlers 
oould be rallied for a rescue. In this opinion our band were 
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ocmfirmed bj the sospicioos appearance of a man, who, ad %< ^e 
intimated, had been seen the evening bef<Hre liurking Tovau the 
lAioreB of the lake, and who, it was now soaroelj l^ger to be 
doubted, was a spj, doggti^ than to eueh ^lace as thej might 
select IIm* their eneampment Next to the sheriff, therefore, and 
even before him, was this person, whose cffeaee was considered 
the nM>8t heittons of Uie two, partkxdariy marked for pnnishment; 
and it was determined to identify and seise him^ if posuble, and, 
whoeyer he might prove, make him an exaiB^iile to all future 
traitors. To retain their strong hold, ^ eayem, however defen- 
sible it might be, was no olyect with our party, as their leader 
had already determined to leave it the following morning to pro- 
ceed on the main purpose of their excursion, which was to break 
up an establishment ci their q»poQents, who had obtained a strong 
foothold at the lower falls of Otter Greek, and to seise a York 
surveyor, locating lands in that vicinity — &om which purpose 
they had only turned aside for a day or two to give others an op- 
portunity to join ^lem on the lake, the appointed rendezvous, and 
a pleasant spot for empk^ing the interim in fishijog and hunting 
Accordingly, it was soon cond«ded to mi^e no regular defence 
of the cave, but, using it only so far as might best favor them in 
their object of discounting the enemy,, the modes of doing which 
were yet to be devised, kave it to &eir possession, and quit the 
place that night. Their game and such movable^as were not 
immediately wanted, wef^ therefore now transferr^to the boat, 
which was removed to a secret landing, where the party were 
(Nrdered to repair 'at the signal-call of &e whistle. These brief 
arrangements having been completed, and the young Indian, who 
seemed to enter with great spirit into the enterprise, being em- 
ployed to stand on the look-out, the company, with their loaded 
rifles by their sides, sat down to their sylvan meal, over whidi 
they discussed, in gleeful mood, the various and ingenious methods 
which were successively pr<^>osed for the reception and chastise- 
ment c^ their ass^lants, who were ei^eeted to vmke their appcav 
aaoe as soon as it was fairly dark. 
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CHAPTEE n. 



"fh u i i i f H u of fi»7«rt, hetaAtmmt f«nim 
8ht vBBt on still to vork oar ndft ; 
ijuralM oar efaarters of releaMt, 
And torn onr tStlo-deedi (o pieces ; 
XhsntfpMd hsrvsRanfti of c()sellsn, 
And gaUows islsed to streteh oar nseks on; 
And sfcxaJgliti»7 soni, like do^ to tali w, 
Mumos, vith posu €omiuUu$.^* 



Lbayino our little band of Qre^a Mountain Bojs to diseofls 
and Aettk the manner a£ receiving their expected visitorSy and to 
make their dispositions for carrjiag such plan, as should be finally 
adopted, intp effect, we will now change the scene a little, and 
introdudng the reader to those visitors themselves, accompanj 
him and them to the scene o( action. 

In a thickly wooded swamp, near the northern extremitj of the 
lake before described, were assembled a group of ten men, await- 
ing the approach of du'kness, which was sdreadj beginning to 
s^e in 8ucce^|;ve and fast increasing shades upon the low kmds 
and glens along the foot of the mountain. They were all armed, 
though variously — some having muskets, some large pistols, and 
8(nne only oaken cudgels. Apart from the rest stood their leader^ 
a stem, rough looking parsonage, engaged in a low, earnest con- 
versation with another individual, of the apparent age ci twenty- 
five, whose dress and general demeanor seemed to forbid the con- 
dusion that he was either a common follower, or one in anj 
command ; and yet, fnmi the interest he manifested in the busi- 
ness in hand, it was evident he was in some way connected with 
the expedition. As the last named person may occupy consider- 
able space in our tale, we will pause to note his personal appear- 
ance more particularly : he was of about ihe middle height, well 
made, though of rather slight proportions. His features, though 
regular, were common-|dace and inexpressive, with the exception 
of a pair of small, twinkling, black eyes, in which an observant 
or might often read meaning considerably at variance with 
ort of his language, his plausible manners, and the obse- 
. smiridng smile, which he usually assumed while address* 
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ing those with whom he had a point to cany. The construction 
of his head seemed to be somewhat peculiar — his forehead, 
which was very tall, being nearly in the shape of a triangle, with 
the base resting on the eyebrows, and the sides narrowing to an 
apex at the hair above ; while his head, as far back as the ears, 
swelling upwards into large protuberances, might be better rep- 
resented by a triangle reversed. His dress was of a finer tex- 
ture than that of any of his present associates, or that ordinarily 
worn by the settlers, and his whole appearance, indeed, denoted 
some connection with the more wealUiy and fashionable classes 
of society. 

" You say, Sherwood," observed the former of the two last 
mentioned persons, at that part of their dialogue which it concerns 
us to repeat : '^ you say that, from having been yourself at this 
cave, you know aU the surrounding localities ? " 

" Exactly — just as I described to you when I reached you 
last night There can be no mistaking the place. They are 
still there, as is evident from the smoke which we saw rising over 
the spot just now, while passing the head of the lake. The 
path is now plain, and the game sure, without further* guidance ; 
so I think, as I began to suggest to your honor a few minutes 
ago, that you may now dispense with my further attendance. If 
I should be seen by any of their party, I should be delicately 
situated here in the settlement.** 

" To the devil with your delicacy I Why, ro A, do you think 
I am going on in the dark, stumbling over logs and through bogs, 
without a guide ? Even you are none too good a one for this 
cursed hole ; but such as you are, in the king's name I retain 
you ; so not another word about quitting us till the scoundrels 
are secured." 

" I am certainly aware, Mr. Munroe, of the importance of 
securing this Warrington, so great a disturber of the public 
peace, but — *' 

" Disturber I doubly damned rebel ! Why, no man in the 
settlement has caused me so much trouble, considering his auda- 
cious assault on me, and all. It will do me more good to see him 
hung than to sit at the king's banquet." 

" O, certainly — it would me ; and I would by all means aid 
you even to the capture, if your honor's weU known sagacity and 
bravery on such occasions did not render my assistance wholly 
unnecessary." 

" Well, well, Jake," replied the Sheriff, relaxing a little from 
his wonted roughness at the flattering expressions of the other ; 
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** suppose I am all that you saj, it wont serre me in finding a fox's 
hole in these woods any better than the instinct of anj ooontry 
booby, nor half so well. I tell yon, Sherwood, yon must oondod 
us to the place, at least ; for we shall then have enough to do to 
take the fellow, and, what is worse, to get him through the set- 
tlement to Ticonderoga. Why, there is not an old woman in all 
the Grants but will fight for the scoundrel as if he was one of 
l)br own brats." 

^ O, there can be no great trouble, the surprise will be so 
great ; but as your honor desires it, I will go so far as to point 
out the place, on condition that I then be allowed to keep out of 
•ight" 

^ Yes, but your half of the reward for taking the fellows, £ot 
you -say that there is at least one outlaw besides Warringt<m; 
you wont claim all that, unless you help us through the whde 
affair, will you ? " 

^ Your honor foists that I was only to conduct you so far as 
to point out their retreat." 

" Have it your own way, then — but I hate to see a fellow so 
keen cm the chase, and then become so devilish prudent the mo-* 
ment he approaches the game," grumbled Munroe, turning away 
to give 8<»ne orders to his men, preparatory to resuming their 
march. 

It having now become suffidently dark for their purpose, the 
party were put in motion for the prosecution of their enterprise. 
And ailer striking a light, and procuring some materiab for 
torches from the pine knots gathered in the surrounding windfalls, 
they set forward towards the place of their destination, then about 
a mile distant. Keeping as far from the shore of the lake as the 
nature of the ground would permit, lest the gleams of their Hght, 
striking across the water to the vicinity of the cave, should betray 
their i^proach, they pursued their way along the foot of the 
mountain with all possible silence and caution ; while the glare 
of their tordies, glittering on the points of the crags, and thrown 
back on to tbe dark forms, and eager and flushed visages of the 
party, gliding stealthily along in Indian file beneath the over- 
hanging clifie, Hke tigers for their prey, gave them a singularly 
wild and almost unearthly appearance. At length they arrived 
at a sharp knoll, which, running down from the main ri^e above 
to the water, had so far screened their approach, and enabled them 
to advance witli their lights unseen within a few hundred yards 
of the cavern. Bfere they made a brief halt to arrange their 
forces for the onset. As soon as this was efiected, Munroe and 
3 
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Sherwood crept noiscleaslj over the inteirening rise, foUoyfed at 
short intenralfl by the rest of the party, with the exception of ea6 
miia left behind in charge of the tordies. Haying descended to 
the level beyond, they again paused to listen and reconnoiter 
before venturing any farther. All was daik and silent before 
them. And concluding that their intended victims had retired 
within the cave and frere, probably, by this time, reposing in 
unsuspecting slumbers, they now congratulated themselves on a 
certain and easy conquest, and, with freshened impulse, onoe 
more began to move briskly forward ; when the loud whoo I 
fffhoo I — fffhoo I whoo I of the " disnial bird of night," or <rf 
something strikingly resembling it in note, proceeding from some 
point above, came pealing through the darkness, with fearful dis- 
tinctness, to the ears of the company. All gave an involuntary 
start. Even the stout-hearted Munroe, for the instant^ could 
scarcely avoid quaking at the strangely dismal notes that thus 
bn^e from utter stillness so unexpectedly upon them. The next 
moment, however, as the consciousness of the insignificant cause 
of their affright came over them, a half stifled giggling rac 
through the company; while their leader muttering a dry 
^ umph ! scared at a damned owl ! " motioned Sherwood to pro- 
ceed. But the latter, more accustomed to the notes of the 
supposed animal, and thinking he detected someUiing not quite 
natural in the sounds they had just heard, became secretly im- 
pressed with the fears of an ambush, Imd, without imparting his 
suspicions, he hastily pointed out to the sheriff the mouth of the * 
cave, whose dim outlines had now become * discernible, and, 
instantly returning to the rear, quickly retreated over the hill 
With a few muttered expressions of contempt at the flight of the 
wary and timid guide, Munroe once more set forward with the 
determined motions of one who is resolved not again to be inter- 
n^ted by any slight causes. And being now promptly followed 
by his men, he spon, and without further obstacle, arrived at the 
mouth of the cave, and, bringing up his forces, immediately sur- 
rounded it. Here they all paused, standing motionless and 
^ent, listening long aad intensely. Every thing within and 
around was as still as if po living being was within a mile of the 
place. V 

^ " Hallo ! " at length sharply uttered the sheriff, after waiting 
till he began to doubt whether his anticipated captives had esca(>ed, 
or were all snugly asleep in the cave, " hallo ! within there I " 

** Hallo, without there ! *' was the ready reply from the cavern. 

^ Hal ye rebel dogs ! ^ ezmltingly exclaimed Munroe ; << you 
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iere t^re, are ye ? We have kennelled ye at last, then. Now 
kear me — I command ye to surrender yourselves to the king's 
warrant, every scoundrel of ye — but fost of all, Charles War- 
rington — do you hear the summons ? " 

" We hear the summons, and well comprehend its import," 
coolly replied the voice from the cave, winch was evidently that 
of the person especially named by th^ sheriff ; <^ but touching 
your last demand, mine ancient friend — -for in your voice I think 
I recognize the person with whom I once exchanged civilitaes in 
the southern part of our favored settlement — ^touching your last 
demand, I beg leave to observe, that being somewhat personally 
interested myself in the decision to be made in regard to the re- 
quirement, I would respectftdly refer you to my friends here, who 
will doubtless give you such answer as their unbiassed judgments 
shall dictate." 

" Do you think to dally with me, scoundrel ? " stormed 
Munroe, nettled at the provoking coolness of his antagonist, and 
especially at Us ironical allusion to a personal chastisement re- 
ceived from his haiMs the year before ; " such attempts will but 
little avail you '11 find. Nor will it be of the least .use, let me 
tell you all, to think of contending against our numbers : and the 
longer you hold out the worse it shall be for ye. So yield your- 
selves instantly, or, so help me Beelzebub, every dog of you shall 
swing for it." 

" Assertions," observed SeWen, who being Warrington's only 
companion in the cave, now took up the discourse on the hint of 
his superior ; " assertions, sir sheriff, sometimes, unfortunately, 
ire more easily made than proved. You may not find us, perhaps, 
so entirely unprepared for your visit as you have expected, not- 
withstanding our warder thought fit, in his owl-like wisdom, to be 
somewhat tardy in announcing your approach. It may not be 
prudent in us, however, to speak wholly without reserve in this 
matter, as we know not how much aid your honor may expect 
from the friend you last invoked." 

The intimations which they gathered from these replies, 
together with the jeering calmness attending them, which seemed to 
imply a sense of security in the assailed from resources unknown 
toHhe assailants, considerably dampened the ardor of the sheriff 
and his band ; and they began to suspect that their triumphs 
might not prove so cheaply won as they had anticipated. The 
men, indeed, now began to show symptoms of fear and uneasiness 
at standing longer before the mouth of the cave, from which, for 
aught they could see or know, a dozen loaded rifles might be 
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p<mited against tbem; and their leader shouted loudlj to the 
man left in the rear, directing him to come on with lights, and 
declaring at the same time with a tremendous oath, that if the 
stuhbom rascab did n't instantly yield, he would send a volley 
of balls in among them, and if that failed, he would smoke them 
oat like so many burroughed foxes. He was not allowed, how- 
ever, much time to attempt the fulfilment of his menaces ; for 
the Green Mountain Boys, two of whom only, as before men- 
tioned, were in the cave, the rest being stationed in the ne&rest 
surrounding coverts, now deemed it time to begin their plan of 
operations. Suddenly a fearful screech, something between that 
of a man and a wild brute, issuing from the thicket above the 
cave, resounded through the forest, sending its startling thrill to 
the very hearts of the appalled and astonished assailants. All 
eyes were involuntarily turned upwards to the spot from which 
these terrific sounds seemed to proceed. 

'^ A catamount I a catamount ! " wildly shouted several of the 
party. 

" Where ? where ? " eagerly exclaimed ^ers. 

^ There 1 up there in the fork of that t^e ! *' hurriedly replied 
the former, pointing to the top of a leaning tree that projected 
nearly over the mouth of the cave, in a broad fork of which the 
outlines of a dark body, as if some large animal crouching for a 
leap upon his prey, with great fiery eye-balls glaring down 
upon them, was sufficiently discernible to justify their alarm. 

'^ He moves I " cried one, ^ hark 1 hear him fixing his claws 
in the bark I There, he stirs again ! look out ! he 's going to 
lei^ down upon us — fire 1 quick, all hands, fire ! " 

^ Hold 1 hold I " shouted Munroe, the suspicion of a trick now 
for the first time flashing across his mind. But the command 
came too late ; for while the words were in his mouth, every gun 
and pistol in the party except his. own, were discharged at the 
object of their terror, which was seen, in the expiring flash, to 
bound out from the tree directly over the place where they 
stood ; and all, in their eagerness to avoid the clutches of the 
leaping animal, well known to be terrible when wounded, even if 
in the last agonies of death, broke away, and fled in confusion 
£rom the spot, wholly unmindful of their duty in guarding the 
mouth of the cave, and every thing else, but their own safety, in 
the general panic that had seized them. A momentary pause 
followed the explosion of the fire-arms, in which nothing was 
heard save the hasty scrambling of the terrified Yorkers in their 
eager eflbrts to escape. In an instant^ however, a rushing from 
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otherquarters was heard — dark forms were seen swiftly gliding 
£rom the cave and the thickets above, in the direction of the 
retreating party, among whom, in a moment more, a cry of dis- 
may rose wildly on the air. Munroe, and three of his men, were 
suddenly seized round their waists or legs, from behind, by the 
iron grasp of grappling arms, and, being lifted from the ground, 
were upborne with r^istless force and rapidity towards the shore 
of the lake ; all of mem but their leader verily believing, in the 
fright and confusion of the moment, that it was the catamount, 
whose fearful image was still uppermost in their minds, that had 
seized them and was bearing them off in his grasp. 

" Help ! help here I He has got me 1 for God's sake help 
me ! " screamed one in an agony of terror. 

" Murder I '* exclaimed another ; ** Oh ! get him off — get him 
off! murder! murder!" 

" Oh ! aw ! " cried the third in a yell of despair ; "he has got 
his claws in my throat — he 11 kill me — he will ! he will ! yj3i ! 
yah!** 

Munroe alone, of all the thus oddly captured party, was mute. 
Rightly judging the character of the foe into whose hands he had 
fallen, and boiling with silent rage, he made the most desperate 
struggles to free himself from the vice-like grasp of his captor, 
who, he at once concluded from his gre^ strength, the effects of 
which he had before experienced, could be no other than War- 
rington. . But wholly failmg in this attempt, and finding himself 
still carried rapidly onward, he knew not to what destinadon, he 
next tried to disengage his dirk from its sheath, in which it was 
confined beneath the grappling arm of his opponent Before suc- 
ceeding in this, however, and while intent only on his murderous 
design, he was borne by his intended victim to the margin of the 
water, and, with a giant effort, hurled headlong over the bank. 
The loud splashing that succeeded, told that he was now strug- 
gling in the embrace of a different, though not a much more com- 
fortable, antagonist ; while three more heavy plunges, following 
in irregular succession along the bank, still further announced 
that the vanquished sheriff was not without the company of a 
good share of his friends to console him in the discomforts of the 
new element, into which they all had been so suddenly and un- 
expectedly translated. The shrill notes of Warrington's signal 
wlustle now sounded the preconcerted retreat In a moment 
more the victorious party were assembled at the appointed land- 
ing — in another, they were embarked; while their boat, by the 
stiong push of the last man springing in, was sent, by the single 
3* 
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impulse, so far into tlie lake as to put a safe distance between 
them and their foes, now beginning to rallj, with cries of rage, oa 
the ^ore. An uncontrollable peal of laughter, ending in three 
loud and lively cheers, now burst firom the Green Mountain Boys, 
rending the welkin above, and startling the deep recesses of the 
surrounding forests with the triumphant shout 

^ The bi^e being over,** observed Warrington, after the noise 
of their merriment and exultation had ifteasurably subsided; 
** let us now turn our attention to the wounded and missing." 

'^ All whole of skin, I imagine," said Selden ; '^ though here is 
one, Smith, I believe it is, who comes from the fight, as near as 
I can discover, like the Benjaminite of the Scripture, just escaped 
from the Philistines, with head bare and garments rent" 

^ I must leave m^ old otter-skin cap in their hands, I s'pose,** 
eooUy replied Smith ; *^ I had to take it to finish off the cata- 
mount's head with ; for I could n't fix the fox-fire for the eyes 
into the end of that bundle of dry grass, that I made the body 
of, so as to look any how natural without it, and when I pushed 
the thing out of the crotch, as I stood behind the tree with my 
pole, I gave it such a hoist over into the bushes among the scared 
devils, that 't was out of the question to think of looking for the 
cap, and grabbing one of the scsonps too. But as to my coat be- 
ing tore here a little, I do n't valley it a fraction, seeing as how 
the ragamu£^ I hove into the lake got pretty well choked to pay 
for it" - 

"Ah, you have done well. Smith," said the leader; **all of 
you, indeed, have done nobly ; but of that hereafter — one of our 
number I believe is missing — which is it?" 

" It is Pete Jones," replied Brown. 

" And the Indian chap," added Smith. 

" The Indian," resumed Warrington, " after announcing the 
enemy for us by his admirable imitation of the owl, departed by 
himself, I presume. As near as I could gather from him, he did 
not wish to be known as acting against the Yorkers. He proba- 
bly lives with some family in the vicinity, who are trying to 
stand neutral in this warfare, and who have cautioned him to 
govern himself accordingly. His absence, therefore, does not 
surprise me. But what can have become of Jones. He surely, 
is not a fellow to be easily ensnared, or overpowered." 

" I rather suspect," replied Brown, " he is after that traitor. 
As, when the Yorkers were creeping on toward the cave, he 
wldspered to me he thought he saw a fellow pointing out the 
place, and slipping back over the hill, who, he guessed, was th^ 
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mke — -and the last I saw of Pete, be was working off that waj« 
Sii|^>o9e, Captain, that we row along so as to stand off the shore 
in that direction, to be ready to take him in, sboold he giy^ the 
word?" ^ 

In pursuance of this pnident suggestion, the boat was imme- 
diately headed round to the north, and rowed noiselessly along 
the shore in the direction supposed to be taken by their missing 
companion. They had made but little pn^ress, however, before 
they w^re startled by the sudden flash and sharp report of a pis- 
tol, in a thicket near the shore, about a furlong ahead. 

^ There goes trouble for poor Jones, I fear, — the dastard has 
attempted his life ! " cried Warrington, in the varying tones of 
fear for the result, and indignation for Uie attempt ; ^ but if help 
be of any further use to Jiim, he shall Lave it So, men, pull for 
it ! pull for the spot with every nerve you have got, or the York* 
ers will be there before us." ' 

In an instant the canoe, almost leaping from its element at 
every stroke of the excited and strong-armed oarsmen, was surg- 
ing Uirough the waters, with bird-like velocity, towards the place. 
As Warrington had predicted, the enemy on shore, on hearing the 
report of the pistol, immediately started for this new scene of 
action. And, quickly perceiving their opponents on the lake 
r/iaking rapidly for the spot, they redoubled their speed, and 
rushed on as fast as the obstacles of the woods, and the wet 
clothes and benumbed limbs of those who had been ducked, would 
permit, to arrive in time to assist, or rescue, as the case might re- 
quire, their absent guide, whom they readity concluded to be an 
actor in the fracas, and revenge themselves, if possible, on the 
whole band of their foes, for the sad discomfiture just experienced. 
The race between the two contending parties was a close one. 
The Green Mountain Boys, however, were again in fortune. 
Their boat came whirling up to the shore, adjoining the Bceae oi 
action, while the. foremost of the enemy was yet fifty yards 
distant. 

" You may kick till all is blue," muttered Jones, whose tall 
form at that instant came peering from the thicket, while with 
irregular motions he made toward the boat, bearing bolt upright 
in his arms before him his grappled fi>e, who was struggling with 
terrible violence, and kicking desperately against every tree 
within reach of his feet, with the hope of retarding the progress 
of his captor till sdccor arrived ; '^ you may kick, and be hanged I 
but you have jest got to go, my sweet lad, and into a little better 
ecmipany, too, than you hoped for, I guess. No help for it — so 
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in with 70a — there ! — now make jonrself comfortable, friend,'^ 
concluded the woodsman, pitching his captive headlong into the 
boat, and leaping in himself, just in time to escape the pursnersi 
now close at his heels. 

** Escaped again, hj the pains of tophet ! " exclaimed the en- 
raged Munroe fi*om the bank, as the boat, previously headed 
round, shot out into the lake beyond the reach of the twice baffled 
Yorkers ; " fire ! fire ! upon the damned rascals I " 

The command was scarcely uttered, before Jones, having ns 
quick as thought again grappled his captive, and faced round 
toward the shore, was holding the deprecating victim before him 
in the stem, so as to cover the range of the expected volley. 

" Let drive, there I " exclaimed Pete, with the utmost noncha* 
lance, " you need n't feel any delicacy, gentlemen, for I '11 agree 
to take all the bullets you '11 send through this beantiM target 
I 'm holding for you." 

"Don't fire! for God's sake don't let 'em fire, Munroe!*' 
screamed the struggling and terrified prisoner. 

" You need not be much alarmed, I think, fellow," ssAd War- 
rington ; " the sheriflfs pistols must be rather too wet to be very 
dangerous, and as to the arms of the rest, which were all dis- 
charged at the catamount^ we shall have but little to fear from 
them by the time they can be loaded." 

" I mistrusted as much, myself," observed Jones, releasing the 
prisoner; "but I thought I would scare the fellow a little, for his 
scurvy treatment to me." 

" The pistol we heard, then, was meant, as we suspected, for 
you ? " asked the leader. 

" O, yes, replied the other, carelessly ; "to be sure he showed 
the best good will in the world to make a hole in me ; but I 
should n't have laid that up much, seeing he missed his aim, which 
is a sort of punishment of itself, you know, if he had n't after- 
wards ofiered me money to let him go, and keep his name and all 
close — why, I never was so insulted in my life I " 

" His name ? who is it ? what is his name ? " eagerly asked 
several of the company. 

" Mayhap you from down south never heard of him, and don't 
know him, but I did, the moment I saw his face as he passed the 
fellow bringing the torch-light. His name is Sherwood, living 
down in New Haven, and he is jest one of the sbioothest fellows 
that ever wore two faces in a day, asking his pUrdon." 

" Sherwood — Sherwood," said Warrington, musingly ; "aha! 
I now remember to have heard of his having been at Benning- 
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too, and also of his having made some suspidoiui visits to Alban j. 
Bat we will examine his merits more particularly, when we reach 
the opposite shore." 

'' See how wishful those fellows are looking after us ! ** ohserv- 
ed Jones, pointing hack to the shore, now about fifty rods distant, 
where the Yorkers, having procured a light, were still standing 
in a dark group, evidendy trying to trace the course of the 
receding boat ; ^' I swan I if I was only bloody minded enough, 
how I would like to take a shot into that flock ci York buz- 
zards!" 

'' Hold up a little, oarsmen," said the leader ; ^ and we will 
give them a kinder compliment than that, before entirely parting. 
So good night, Mr. Munroe," he continued, rising in the boat, 
and raising his loud dear voice to a pitch, which, in the dead 
stillness of night, might have been distinctly audible to a far 
greater distance ; ^ good night I my old friend — I hope for the 
pleasure of many such meetings and partings before we die — 
pleasant dreams and a good night to you I " 

^ Good night, sir sheriff, ** idded Selden, in the same strain of 
naock courtesy ; ** we humbly trust you will duly appreciate our 
late reception of yourself and fellows, in imitation of the much 
lauded oriental custom of regaling friends with the luxury of the 
cool bath, which, together with the honor done you of being 
carried, like other immortal heroes, on the shoidders of men, 
will make out an entertainment, we flatter ourselves, not wholly 
nnworthy of our guests — good night I " 

*^ Hallo there, sheriff ! " cried Jones, determined to have a 
parting shot as well as the rest ; '^ hallo, shmff, wont you jest 
he kind enough to tell us by way of information, before we go, 
what kind of a return you calculate to make on that warrant you 
to)d us about. We should like grandly to see it when you have 
got it fixed. That 'tother poor bothered sheriff's n<m comeaHhui 
^ noampoj I guess, would be a fool to it" 
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CHAPTER ni. 



<'Ah, me! what perils do enTlnm 
The man that meddles with cold Iron - 
What plaguy mischie£B and mishaps 
Do dog him still with afterclaps." 



Sherwood, the person we introduced in the last chapter, and 
left a prisoner in the hands of the Green Mountain Boys, a fair 
candidate for the honors of the Beech-seal, or some other of the 
novel and ingenious modes of punishment, which the settlers 
were accustomed to inflict on their foes with equal promptitude, 
whether they were foreign or domestic, was a resident of. JS^ew 
Haven, in the vicinity of the lower falls of Otter Creek, then 
embraced within the limits of that town, but now forming the 
site of Vergennes, the only incorporated city of Vermont. He 
had here located himself, ostensively to become a permanent set^ 
tier — to share the fortunes and identify himself with the interests 
of the New Hampshire grantees ; while, in fact, he was a secret 
agent of a company of New York land-jobbers, in their pay, and 
himself engaged, at the same time, in speculating in the patents 
issued by the governor of the last named province. Through 
the influence of his father, a man of reputed wealth, living near 
Albany, he had been taken into the employment of this company. 

And they, soon finding him a person well fitted for their pur- 
poses, induced him, by opening to his avaricious mind the prospect 
of making a fortune out of the poor settlers of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, in addition to the stated salary to be allowed him, 
to take a secret agency, and locate himself in some part of the 
settlement where he would most effectually subserve their inter- 
ests. In pursuance of this object it had been agreed that he 
should first proceed to New Hampshire, and, taking out a patent 
from that source, should enter Vermont known only as a grantee 
of that province, in order that he might thus be effectually secured 
from the hostility of the settlers, and enabled to maintain with 
them a free and unsuspected intercourse, which, at the present 
juncture, could alone insure him any success or Safety. Thia 
had been accordingly done something more than a year previous 
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to the events of our tale. A single lot of land bad been pais 
diased and located by him near the Otter, in the manner agreed 
on by the company. And so speciously had this wily agent 
conducted, beginning and carrying on improvements just sufficient 
to save appearances, while mainly pursuing the objects of his 
residence in the settlement, that till now he had passed wholly 
unsuspected of being in the York interest, except in the slight 
question that had been raised concerning his true character, on 
account of his having been recognized by some settlers from the 
south part of the Grants, as before intimated, while on one of his 
secret journeys to Albany. With these remarks, which will 
apprize the reader with all that may at present be necessary to 
be known respecting the previous diaracter and employment of 
fliis personage, we will return to the thread of our narrative. 

Brightly rose the^ waning moon over the eastern mountains^ 
which cast their broad, wood-fringed shadows far into the lake, 
while a flood of silvery light, falling on the sleeping waters and 
towering forest beyond, was gradually unfolding the bold and 
magnificent outlines of this wilderness landscape, as our victorious 
band of Green Mountain Boys merrily sped their way to the 
western shore. 

^ What a glorious spectacle ! ** exclaimed Selden, looking 
abroad over the scene, as the boat emerged from the dark gloomy 
line of the mountain shadows into the bright and cheerfid tract 
of illumined waters, that now met them on their course. 
- " Splendid ! splendid, indeed I " responded Warrington, with 
equal enthusiasm ; '^ such scenes, one would think, were enough 
to enamour the whole world of a sylvan life/' 

" And yet," observed Selden, " those city smoked exquisites, 
who claim aU the taste and refinement of the country, are hor- 
rified at the thought of the life we here lead in the Green 
Mountains." , 

^ I don't think the creturs are so much to be blamed for that," 
said Pete Jones ; " for bringing them here I calculate would be 
putting them pretty nearly in the plight of frogs that are dug 
fiom the bottom of a well — always sure to shiver and die the 
minute they are brought to the pure air." 

^ If all tibis be so," rejoined Warrington, significantly glancing 
at the dress and comparatively delicate appearance of the prisoner ; 
^ I hope that such of this class, as are connected with a certain city 
to the west of us, will be less inclined to favor our settlement with 
Iheir presence hereafter. Let them stick to their mode of life and 
its luxuries, and we will to our mountains. But I am reminded, 
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Lieutenant," he continued, turning gaily to Sddea, ^ of Hbm 
possibility of our being favored with something on this subject 
in a more agreeable form, if I rightly divined the nature of your 
employment, and the theme that occupied your mind there at the 
fire before the cave last evening, after ^e rest of us had retired 
to our stone couches for the night Can you oblige us with the 
fruits of your vigil, in the shape of a song ? ** 

'^ O, yes, such as it is — that is, if my music will not jar upon 
the feelings of our friend in durance here, and you are aU willing 
to risk the same effect on yourselves," jocosely replied the other, 
as he pulled from his pocket a small roll of white birch bark, 
(the sofl, smooth inner surface of which he had made, as was in 
those times not unfrequently the case, his papyrus in noting down 
his hasty effusion,) and turning to the moonlight, commenced : 

In the courts of high life, and in Fashion^s (ftmain, 
Where Folly is licensed by birth-right to reign, 
Let the gay idle throng, in their old reckless measure, 
Their phantoms still foUow, and christen them Pleasore. 

Bnt we, who disdain not to follow the plough, 
And our livelihood gain by the sweat of the brow — 
What have we here to do with the fashions of cities ? 
Their levees, theatrics, and opera ditties ? 

What to do with the trappings around them displayed ? 
Their half dress, their full4ress, their dress promenade — 
Their turtle-soup dinners, their port and champagne. 
And knick-knacks unnumbered that follow in train ? 

All these we will leave, and without one regret, 
To the poor pamper*d wights of that butterfly set, 
And turn to our dainties^ the fruits of our mountains, 
Otur wines sparkling up in their health-giving fountains , 

And wear with just pride, as forever we ought, 
Our woollens and checks by our fire-sides wrought, 
While we scout from our country those exquisite goats 
Who measure their worth by the cloth of their coats. 

As the clear, melodious voice of the singer, floating free and 
wide over the hushed waters of the lake, died away in tb« distance, 
and, while the shouts of applause, which greeted him at the doee 
of his performance, (intended, as was supposed, to hit off the 
York gentry, and the last couplet to apply to the prisoner in 
particular,) were yet echoing around, the boat of the elated 
Green Mountain Boys reached its destined landing. And imme- 
diately disembarking with their prisoner, they proceeded to % 
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rode, bark-oorered shantee, bailt hj fonner yisitors to the lake, 
and standing amidst a groap of large evergreens a few rods from 
the water. There, a^r striking a light and kindling np a 
cheerfnl fire, they promptly set about iSie business of deciding 
npbn the case of the supposed traitor. For this purpose they 
fcHmidly resolved themselves, as was usual in such cases where 
a resort could not readily be had to a committee of safety, 
into a sort of tribunal, very nearly resembling, we suppose, a 
modem !Lynch court, a form of dispensing justice which, if ever 
justifiable, was undoubtedly so in the acts of our early settlers 
in resisting that system of legalized plunder attempted to be 
enforced on them by their oppressors. And if the right of . 
defending their homes and possessions from unwarrantable 
seizures be conceded them, it was certainly not only justifiable 
but honorable in theij^ to resort, as they did, to such measures as 
they judged mo^ efiectual in shielding from arrest and threatened 
punishment those of their fellow settlers, who, by their patriotism 
in the common cause, had rendered themselves obnoxious to the 
arbitrary enactments of the usurping government For soon 
afler the settlers had begun openly to resist the authorities of 
New York in attempting to dispossess them, a law, more despotic 
perhaps than any to be found in the annals of legislation, had 
been enacted by the Assembly of that province requiring some 
six or eight of tiie settlers, who had been most conspicuous in the 
controversy, to surrender themselves, on the order of the execu- 
tive, withm seventy days, to a magistrate for imprisonment, 
and, in case of neglect, to be a^udged convicted, and, without 
hearing or trial, condemned to suffer death. And not delivering 
themselves Kp, as might well be expected, the governor issued 
his proclamation proscribing them as felons, and offering large 
rewards for their apprehension, whidi, while it led to many 
secr^y laid plots, and several open^ though fruitiess attempts to 
seize them by the YorkerSi, in concert with a few traitorous set- 
tiers, served only to endear th^B to an indignant and aroused 
people, who publicly resolved to protect at every hazard their 
proscribed leaders, and, at the same time, prepare to defend the 
general interest of the settlenmnt even at the price of their lives. 
Of this good^r coibpany of outlaws, embracing some of the first 
and most tidented. men of the Grants, two, as before intimated, 
were among the band whom we have introduced to the reader, 
and to whom we will now return. 

Pete Jones, the principal witness in the case now to be decided, 
being called on for his testimony, related at large, and in his own 
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vein of peculiar drollery, what he knew of the previous life and 
character of the prisoner, who, it appeared, had heen frequently 
ahsent from home, though his excursions were generally under- 
taken under the professed character of a sportsman, for the em- 
ployments of which he pretended a great liking, but for what 
reason nobody could imagine, as it never could be ascertained 
that he was ever successful. It also appeared that he had been 
loud in his denunciations against ^e Yorkers, and, as far as words 
could go, a great stickler for the rights of the settlers. The wit- 
ness then related all the particulars of his detecting and capturing 
the prisoner. A^r this, the accused was requested to nmke his 
defence, when, to the surprise of all, he wholly denied any hostile 
intention, or any willing participation in the recent attempt of 
Munroe to surprise and seize the present party at the cave, delib- 
erately stating, that while hunting in the woods near the Creek 
that afternoon, he was met, made prisoner by the Yorkers, and 
compelled to accompany them on their expedition, t^ie object of 
which they did not reveal to him. And in confirmation of the 
truth of his statements, and of his asserted innocence, he cited 
the general character he had always sustained as a friend of the 
settlers. 

" Do vou generally manifest your friendship for the settlers by 
firing pistols at their heads, sir ? " asked Warrington, casting a 
look of withering contempt on the prisoner. 

** O, I was trying to escape," replied Sherwood, who had hil 
ready answer to a question he had anticipated ; " I was on the 
point of escaping, and discharged my pistol at this man, who bes^ 
me, to prevent being retaken, supposing him all the while to be 
one of the Yorkers." 

" Whew ! " uttered Jones, with a whistle, prolonged into an ex- 
clamation ; ^* now, honestly, fiiend, I must crave leave to tell 
you — but that would n't be manners, and so I wont — though I 
should really like to ask you, if there was any one Yorker there 
to-night that a fellow of my short stature— only six foot eleven, 
in shirt flaps— could be taJten for with any sort of conscience ?" 

« Yes, in the dark." 

^ But you may remember, possibly, friend, that you had to 
raise your pistol considerably higher than your head* to get aint at 
mine, which you seemed to fancy shooting at in preference. Be- 
sides that, we took what I call a fair measure of lengths on the 
ground in the bit of grapple we had afterwards — now most folks 
that I am acquainted with, can feel in the dark, if they can't 
•ee." 
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^ O, I was SO confused and frightened, that I noticed none of 
these circumstances, hut reallj supposed it was one of the York- 
ers till you had got with me nearly to the hoat" 

" Well, now," exclaimed Pete, dropping his head in affected 
chagrin ; <^ I vow to Jeremiah, I never felt so mortified in my 
life ! To be taken for a Toiler ! only think of that I" 

" A sad mistake, truly," observed Selden, addressing his com- 
panions, while in a side glance he kept an eye keenly fixed on 
the prisoner ; << but still it was scarcely a more singular one than I 
made as we struck a light just now, when, turning to look at this 
man, I could have sworn he was the identical fellow we detected 
skulking about the shore yesterday — the make, motion, and dress 
of the two being so very similar." 

** That's false!" hastily exclaimed Sherwood, completely 
thrown off his guard by the round about way, and designedly in- 
correct statement of the other, made for the purpose of seeing its 
effect on the prisoner ; " that *s false, for this was not the dress 
I wore yest — " and he stopped short in visible confusion at the 
thought of the admission he was inadvertently making ; while 
meaning and triumphant glances were exchanged among the 
company. Soon recovering in some degree his self-possession, 
however, and seeing how he had been entrapped, he attempted to 
mend the matter by explaining that he was about to say that this 
was not the dress he wore yesterday, even had he been here, in- 
stead of a dozen miles off, as he was, and could prove, as well as 
his innocence of all the charges brought against him, if time were 
but allowed him for the purpose. And this, or his acquittal, he 
continued for some time to demand, becoming, however, every 
moment less assured in his tone, and more abject in his manner, 
as he stealthily glanced round, and read his doom in the counte- 
nance of his judges. 

^ Well, gen^^men," said the leader, breaking the brief interval 
of silence, which followed the last somewhat broken and confused 
remarks of the accused; ^jou have heud the evidence against 
the prisoner, as well as his defence and avowals of innocence* 
Will you offer your individual opinions on the question of his 
gnih ? And we will first hear what you may have to offer on the 
subject, Mr. Jones ?" 

<< Why, I don't know exactly about the chap, Oaptain," said 
the latter, with a ndsduevons cocking of (me eye, while screwing 
up his mouth nearly to the ear on the opposite side of his face ; 
*^ be says he is innocent of the traitor, and it is a poor story if he 
ion't know. But I have two other charges agallst him, which 
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I consider rattier gravos. Firstly, according to his own storj, Ii« 
suffered himself, with that dean pair of legs of his, and the woods 
open for a ran, if he chose that, or with gun and pistols if he 
chose to stand and fight — (now while I think on % I wonder 
what become of his gan) — he sufiered himself, I say, to be 
taken by the Yorkers in a way and manner which is a burning 
shsune to a Grreen Mountain Boy, if so be he is one, as he pre- 
tends. And secondly he missed his aim when he levelled at my 
head, for which a professed hunter like himself ought to be 
ridiculous. So I think, considering, I shall vote to have him 
viewed" * 

" And you, Smith, what is your verdict ? " 

'^ My opinion is," answered the man now addressed, " that the 
fellow's plausible palaver is all nothing but a made up mess to 
bamboozle us with — I should like to know how the Yoiiers knew 
how we were here on the lake, or how they ha{y)ened to find the 
cave without his help. The fact is, he brought them here to 
seize us, and was probably calculating to see some of us swinging 
on a York gallows within a week* My verdict, therefore, will 
be pretty much such a one as the Ung gave Haman." 

" And what say you. Brown ? " " 

** Guilty ! guilty as a dogj and the liar knows it" 

-" And, lastly, your opinion, Mr. Selden ? " 

" Briefly told — that the fellow's guilt is equalled only by his 
effrontery, and yet, as this is his first known offence, I would 
recommend a mild^. punishment than the (me which has been 
hinted at." 

" We are unanimous, then, in a verdict, gentlemen," observed 
the chief, " if I understand your varioils modes of expressing 
your opinions. And-it remains only to determine in what man- 
ner the prisoner shall be punished for his offence. You are aU, 
including the prisonei' himself, I presume, well aware that, by a 
decree of our €(mvention, the only source of law we feel our- 
selves bound to regard in cases (^ this kind, the crime <^ aiding 
the enemy to arrest one of our citlz^is, who may have happ^ied 
to fall under the baii of that d^potie edict by which they would 
terrify us into submissiim, is made pnokhal^e with death. If this 
were to be inflicted, however, on the prisoner, I should be inclined 
to grant him a more formal trial, befiore a regularly appointed 
committee of safety, and aUow him time for £& ddfence, as he 



* A cant phrase among the settlen, siignifyiiig the pu^shmeat of ofibadeis. 
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reqaests — not that I have the least doubt of his guilty ior I be* 
fieve him to be the most precious compound of duplicit7 and 
viUany that I have seen in the setdement, but I would grant it 
on the principle of allowing every man the best means to estab- 
lish his innocence, when his life is at stake. Yet, concurring 
with Mr. Selden, I think we lad better adopt one of ^e ordinary 
modes of punishment, for which the evidence is abundantly suffi- 
cient, administer it on the spot, and dismiss him with the admo- 
nition it will give. What this punishment shall be, I will leave 
to you to designate.** 

^ I should like to have the title of my farm confirmed," said 
Smith, ^ seeing the Yorkers still continue to dispute it, and as the 
Beech-seal is a sort of legal instrument to do it with, they say,. I 
vote that we apply it" 

" Just the thing for the double-faced scoundrel, if we have got 
to let him off so cheap," bluntly remarked Brown. 

" My title to my head," said Pete Jones, " seems to be rather 
questioned, and as it is an article that would be dreadful incon- 
venient for me to be without, I moti<m that it be confirmed too." 

" So be it, then," observed Selden ; " I had, it is true, thought 
of a ducking, that he might be enabled to sympathize with his 
friends over the lake — I also had tiioughtof taking him up into 
the top of one of these trees, and leaving him bound there for 
the night ; but neither of these punishments, probably, would so 
nearly come up to the fellow's merits as the beechen remedy. J 
will therefore agree to its application." 

The prisoner's doom being thus unanimously settled, preparar^ 
tions were immediately commenced for carrying the sentence into 
effect This was understood to be, in the quaint phrase of the 
times, ^ a chastisement with the twigs of the wtldmiess" or the 
usual number of stripes, forty, save one, faithfully applied to the 
back of the offender with a green beech rod, term^ as before 
mentioned, the Beech-seal. Several rods, or shoots of that thus 
oddly ^nsecrated tree, were accordingly selected, cut, and 
careful^ trimmed for tie purpose. The prisoner was then, in 
despite of his alternate threats, and promises of good behavior 
in future, stripped of his coat, and firmly bound to the body of a 
large hemlock, with his fiice turned to the tree. Every thing 
being now in readiness for the execution of the sentence, the 
qtfte^ion arose who should be the executioner. For this honor 
two rival candidates now presented themselves — Brown and 
Pete Jones — the former claiming it on the groui^lttiat no one 
of the present company had received injuries that so loudly 
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demanded a personal reciprooation as his own, and the latter^ 
with the greatest apparent gravity, contending that it was his 
peculiar right to do the duty of punishing the fellow for the 
unpardonable crime of missing his aim, since the shot was 
intended for his own benefit 

The altercation, however, was settled by the interposition of 
their leader, who good naturedly awarded a division of the honors 
between them, directing that the first twen^ stripes should be 
given by Jones, while Brown should be allowed the privilege of 
completing the task. 

In accordance with this arrangement, the tall woodsman now 
seized a rod of his own preparing, of dimensions fearfully 
portentous to the back of the trembling culprit, and giving it a 
furious fiobrish in the air, he commenced, with a look of terrible 
fierceness, the performance of his alotted task. But malice and 
revenge formed no part of the character of this jolly and good 
natured borderer. The manner in which the blows were given, 
and the comparatively slight effect they produced on their victim, 
made it very evident, that, ne^withistanding all his assumed 
wrath and fury of countenance and manner, his humanity, 
combined with a natural love of sport, which had doubtless led 
him to solicit the office, was about to govern him in its execution* 

" Well, here is my respects to you, friend," he said, commencing 
and keeping up a sort of loose, irregular discourse, and counting 
the blows in a parenthetical tone, as with mighty grins and 
flourishes, he proceeded to apply the typical beech 5 " there is 
my respects to you, (one) miss your aim again, jou lubber, eh ? 
(two) I told you that you should n't disgrace the doth for nothing, 
'^three) and then (four) those kicks, (five) I though^, at the time 
(six) that you was kicking against the prides, (seven, eight) so 
here is two pricks to every kick, (eight, nine) scurvy business ihaJt 
of you, friend, (nine, ten) that kickii^ against the trees, (eleven, 
twelve) you did n*t consider (seven — no, eleven) what a hurry 
I was in, (twelve, thirteen) and then again that offering me 
money, zounds, sir ! (thirteen, fourteen) I should like (f<ffrteen) 
to know, sir — " 

<< There I there ! " hastily exclaimed the prisoner, who had not 
been so much hurt amidst all this parade of cuts and flourishes 
as to prevent his taking note* of the true number of the stripes 
which had been administered, and which the mischief-loving 
woodsman had wilfully miscounted ; ^' hold — you have already 
struck twenif — hold ! I say." 

^' You don't say so ? " replied Jones, with affected surprise, an 
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he slowly lowered his uplifted arm ; *' why I thoaght I said 
fourteen — only fourteen last ! " 

" I care not if you did, sir," expostulated the prisoner, now 
b(4d from the consciousness of having at last a little truth on his 
side ; '' you miscounted on purpose to prolong my torture — I 
appeal to the company — you have gone your twen^, I tell you, 
ruffian!" 

" Have ! well, friend, just as you say, not as I care," 
So saying, the eccentric, but kind-hearted woodsman, hurled 
his rod into the lake, and bounding off into the woods, with the 
pretended object of procuring some beti^ rods for the use of his 
successor, but, in reality, only to avoid the sight and sounds 
which, from the determined character and exasperated feelings 
of the man, he rightly anticipated would now follow, disappeared, 
with a finger thrust into each ear, in a neighboring thicket. 

The flagellation was now resumed. And never was rod more 
effectually applied to the deserving back of a miscreant spy or 
traitor than now by the sinewy arm of Brown, doubly nerved as 
it was by the keen sense he harbored of the injuries he had already 
received from the hands of those with whom the present victim of 
his pent vengeance had been found leagued, to assist in dragging 
him to a gallows, and thus completing, on his person, that work of 
destruction which they had before commenced on his property. 
With a pause at every application of the rod, that no energy 
should be lost or weakened by the exertion, slow and measured 
fell the tremendous blows from his relentless arm, till he had told 
out the full number assigned him ; while at every lash of the 
]^iant and close hugging instrument of torture, the writhing 
victim sent forth a soreech of agony that thrilled through the 
forest for miles around him. 

This painful task being performed — for painful it was to most 
ci the band, while the stem necessity that required it was 
sincerely r^retted by them all — the prisoner was unbound, and 
wiUi an earnest but kind admonition fr(»n Warrington to profit 
by the lesson he had received, set at liberty ; when, muttering 
many a bitter execration, and breathing tows of deadliest 
revenge on his captors, he sullenly departed from the camp, and 
soon disi^peared along the border of the lake in a northern 
direction. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



*<TlMtitnin again! it had a dying lUl ! 
Ob, it eame o*er my ear like the fwvefe aooik 
Thai bnathee upon a bank ot vloleta, 
Stealing «nd gi^ odor." 



After the departure of Sherwood, our band, not deeming it 
prudent, without precautions which must necessarily deprive most 
of them of their rest for the night, to encamp so near an exaspe- 
rated enemy of double their own numbers, determined on an 
immediate removal from the scene of their recent exploits. 
Accordingly they packed up, and, without further delay, com- 
menced their march by the beautiful moonlight, which, streaming 
brightly through the leafless forest, enabled them to pursue their 
way with as much ease and certmnty as by the broadest day light. 
Stnking off westerly from the lake they directed their course to 
the nearest part of Otter Creek, where they pn^sed procuring 
quarters for the remainder of the night in the log houses of the 
only two families who resided on the Creek in that vicinity. 
These two houses were situated nearly a mile apart, while the 
respective openings around them were separated by a dense 
wood of evergreens of about half that distance in extent. After 
proceeding on together awhile, the company separated into two 
paities, three of them bending their course towards the lowest, 
or more northerly opening, where they were to remain till joined 
in the morning by their leader, to conduct them on their enter- 
prise down the Creek ; while the latter, with Selden, taking their 
venison and a goodly portion of their trout, continued forward 
directly to the upper clearing. Tl^ last was no other than the 
residence of the fair and spirited fnend, whose timely notice had 
not only ensured their late escape, but enabled them to gain such 
triumphant advantages over their foes. And it was this fiiendly 
and patriotic act which they were now proceeding to reward, not 
only with suitable acknowledgement, but with the most valuable 
portion of their game — an offering that they supposed would be 
lughly acceptable to one in her situation : for this extrao»^.V.a>'y 
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woman,* with no other dependence than on her own hands, with 
the slight assistance rendered her hy her boys, the eldest of whom 
was not a dozen years old, was managing to support herself and 
her large family of children from the products of a new lot of 
land, which her husband had commenced clearing when he lost 
his Hfe by the fall of a tree, and which she now with unexampled 
fortitude persisted in improving, though in the heart of a wil- 
derness infested with wild beasts, and not wholly exempt from 
the hostile, or at least predatory incursions of the Indians. It 
was nearly midnight when Warrington and his companion 
reached the log tenement of this fearless daughter of the wilds. 
Much to their surprise they found the house entirely deserted 
Finding the door unfastened, however, they determined on entering 
to note appearances within ; when it became evident that the 
desertion had taken place but a few hours before ; but whether 
it was intended for a temporary, or final removal, they were 
unable to determine. A bed of co«ls, yet alive, was raked up on 
the hearth ; while the beds had been taken from the steads, and, 
with all the most necessary utensils of family use, removed from 
the house. 

^ What mesms this sudden desertion of the family ? " observed 
Warrington, musingly ; " and whither can they have fled ? " 

" To their neighbor's, down the Creek, probably," replied Sel- 
den; ^^the movement has been made, I should conjecture, in 
anticipation of the return of Munroe and his party, from whose 
visit to-night, a lone woman, like this widow, would doubtless 
wish to be excused." 

" It may be so," rejoined the other ; " but to quit her home from 
any of the motives which you suggest would be very little like 
widow Story ; there are few men in the settlement who can handle 
not only axe, but rifle, with more effect, though woman she be. 
And as for fear, it is a sensation with which, I verily believe, she 
is utterly unacquainted. But whatever may have become of the 
occupants of the house, we may as well, now we are here, make 
free and remain for the night." 

" It will be considered no intrusion, I suppose ? " enquiringly 
said Selden ; ^^ I have not the honor of an acquaintance with your 
hermne, you will bear in mind." 

" Intoision ? not in the least ; for you must know that we are 

♦ An old settler, to whom Mrs. Story and her cave were personally known, 
described her to the anthor as " a bnsting great woman, who would cut off 
a two foot log as quick as any man in the settiement.** 
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patriots here, — rebels, or whaierer we were, cm the lake to* 
night,'' jocosely replied Warrington. 

<< Patriotism," said Selden, following up the train of thought 
which the last remark suggested, '^ would seem entirely a rela- 
tive term, and, like beauty, which consists g£ black teeth, thidc 
Ups, and large eyes, with one nation, and exactly the reverse with 
another, wholly dependent on the preexisting opinions of those 
who clidm it for this action, and deny it in that. Besides this, as 
the world estimate actions, success would seem to be quite as 
essential to constitute the patriot, as the merits of his cause, or 
the glory of his deeds. Here, with the settlers, you are indeed 
called a patriot, and surely there is no one who better deserves 
from them the appellation ; while with the people of New York, 
you are a rebel, outlaw, and hunted like a wild beast. And yet, 
if our cause prove successful, as Heaven grant it may, the world 
at large, coming in as umpire, will side with the settlers in estab- 
lishing your name as a patriot ; but if we fail, it will join with 
your S>es in declaring you a rebel and reckless factibnist." 

<' Names and definitions, Selden, may be sometimes vague and 
varying, but principles are immutable. The principles whidi 
actuate us in resisting these encroachments on our rights, are the 
same that have animated the bosoms of all those whom the world 
agree in calling patriots, from the beginning of oppression to the 
present time. The disposition to defend our homes and property, 
besides being implanted in our bosoms as a law of our nature, 
indispensable to our self-protection, and ^ven existence, in the 
world, seems to have been ordained by Providence also as the 
Datural means by which the rapacity of tyrants should be pun- 
ished. This, indeed, is the only protection ensured to industry 
and virtue — it constitutes the grand cement of society, and the 
main pillars of all government. This is the foundation of patri- 
otism, which consists only in the defence of justly acquired rights 
against wrongful aggressions. In our case, the opinions of the 
world may indeed be various and fluctuating, till our rights become 
fairly understood, and the wrongs we have received as fairly 
developed. But should men of the intelligence to know, and the 
spirit to defend their rights, stand tamely still, and see those 
rights wrested from them, to be placed forever beyond their 
recovery, while hesitating to know whether the world will call 
their resistance patriotism or rebellion ? It is not the name of 
patriot that I seek, or that of rebel or outlaw that I fear. It is 
results I am aiming to accomplish, and I will never rest, nor 
eease my exertions, till our heaven-&vored cause shall triumph, 
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and tfaeee rapacioilt intruders ihall be driven from our soil 
Coold jou have witnessed, as I have, the dismay, want, and suf- 
fering, which these grasping and shiEuneless tyrants have occa 
sioncd in this settlement -^ here, whole families turned from their 
houses in the midst of winter, with no human habitation within 
miles of them to iee to for refuge and shelter — there, property, 
acquired llirough the severest of toil, hardship, and privation, 
wantonly destroyed, houses set on fire and consumed to prevent 
the return of the owners — and then again, females abused, and 
even the sick roughly ejected, and left to perish miserably in the 
mg^t air, or storm, for all these ruthless aggressors could know — 
oould you have witnessed all this, you would not be surprised at 
the exasperated feelings of our people, or the indomitable spirit 
with wluch they have persevered in that cause, which brought 
you, tall lately a stranger to our wrongs, among us to aid in sus- 
taining. My personal interest, I know, suffers in consequence of 
devoting so much of my time to the service of the public. In- 
deed, I have, in common with my chivalrous superior. Colonel 
£Uian Allen, almost wholly ne^ected my own concerns, while 
guarding the interests of others. Even now I am the owner of 
a large tract of land on the borders of Champlain, a part of which, 
as I have lately been apprised, has be^n for several years in 
possessicm of one of the Toi^ patentees, while my duties nearer 
home have prevented me firom ever looking after it, or taking, 
since making this discovery, any steps towards dispossessing the 
intruder." 

" But you surely will neglect it no longer," observed the other ; 
** since we are going into the vicinity, and on similar business ? " 

** We will consider the case after we have righted the wrongs 
of the houseless settlers at the Lower Falls, and fulfilled the 
other objects of our mission into this region. But let us drop 
this exciting subject for to-night, that we may obtain a little rest 
to prepare us for the duties of to-morrow," replied Warrington, 
now rising to make such scanty preparations as might be required 
for their repose. • 

The two friends, after barricading the door, and spreading their 
Uankets before the small fire they had kindled on entering the 
house, now laid down to repose on the fioor, which to the hardy 
and tired woodsman is generally more grateful than beds of the 
softest down to the pampered sons of luxury and ease. Selden 
was soon lost in slumber. But his companion, whose mind was 
oppressed with more weighty cares, and whose feelings had become 
somewhat excited in recounting the wrongs of his countrymen, 
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courted the drowaj god in Tain** And these causes, togeiber wiftii 
his attempts to account for the absence of the fainily, for whoee 
safety he was not wholly without apprehensions, continuing f^ 
some time to render all his endeavors to sleep useless, he arose, 
unbarred the door, and, without waking his more fortunate ccmi- 
panion, went out into the open air to try the effect of the cool 
breath of heaven in allayingthe excitement of his feelings, and 
disposing him to slumber. . The night still continued bright and 
lovely. Abroad, nature seemed sunk in death-like repose ; while 
the deep and solemn silence ^hat pervaded the wilderness, was 
broken only by the low, but* far-sounding hoot of the sylvan 
watchman of the night, or the voices of the inhabitants of the 
neighboring pools, who were straining their tiny throats, in notes 
of seeming joy and jubilee at their recent release from a wintry 
thraldom. While contemplating the scene around him, and 
indulging in the moody reverie which the circumstances were 
calculated to create in the mind, the young outlaw unconsciously 
wandered nearly to the bank of the river, which was still bor- 
dered by a strip of forest, extending from the water back almost 
to the house. Here, leaning against the trunk of a large tree, 
which some heavy wind had broken off about twenty feet from 
the ground, he stood some minutes looking listlessly down upon 
the placid waters, as, sparkling, in the moonlight that struggled 
through the trees above, they moved ceaselessly along on their 
journey to the deep. Now his attention would become riveted 
for a moment on some light float of wood sweeping by in the 
noiseless current. And now he would turn a half listening ear to 
the sportive plunges, of the otter, here once found in such num- 
bers as to have naturally suggested to the hunters who first visited 
this stream the name which it bears. His meditations, however, 
were at length interrupted by some indistinct, and at first scarcely 
audible sounds, the nature of which he was for some time wholly 
unable to determine. At last, however, he became satisfied it 
could be no other than the distinct murmur of human voices ; 
but from what quarter it came he was still unable to decide. He 
listened intently; and now the sounds became more distinct 
Presently they began to swell on the air in the low, melodious 
voice of a female chanting a tune, which, though not recently 
heard by him, struck nevertheless familiac^^||Jiis ear, awaken- 
ing in lus mind reminiscences of persons, tinfl^and place, which 
formerly occupied a prominent space among the objects of his 
peculiar interest, but which, in the cares and turmoils of the last 
fiiw years, had been almost forgotten. Starting as finom a trance, 
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he rallied his doubting senses, and made another effort to ascer- 
tain whence this mysterious music could proceed, hut with no 
better success than before. Sometimes the sounds seemed to 
come from the earth, or some subterraneous cavern far beneath 
his feet. At other times the liquid notes appeared floating high 
in the heavens above. He now took another position, several 
paces distant from the one first occupied, to see whether any 
variation would thus be produced in the sounds. Here, however, 
they were scarcely audible. Several other new positions were then 
tried, but all with the same success'; and he returned to the tree 
where he was standing when his attention was first arrested by 
these unaccountable soimds. Here he again tasked his powers 
of hearing to their utmost, when, to his increasing wonder, the 
same melodious notes fell upon his ear even more distinctly than 
before. Now, not only the tune seemed familiar to him, but 
there was something in the voice likevnse which his bewildered 
seises seemed to recognize — something that seemed to touch a 
chord in his bosom that had never vibrated save under the sweet 
intonations of one whose words even were once music to his 
ears — but still one, to heighten his perplexity, who, though her 
residence had long been unknown to him, could not yet be, he 
felt assured, within a hundred miles of this spot. Curiosity, sur- 
jnise, and wonder had now raised his feelings to a pitch of almost 
frantic excitement. And, vnthout scarcely knowing why, he 
struck his clenched fist two or three times heavUy against the 
tree, which seemed so strangely the conductor of the sounds in 
question. A deep, hollow reverberation, indicating a large and 
extended cavity vnthin, was apparently the only effect produced 
by the blows. On applying his ear once more, however, he found 
that the singing had ceased ; and every sound was noV hushed in 
silence. He listened awhile with suspended breath, in expecta- 
tion of hearing the music resumed. But he listened in vain. 
He then renewed the experiment of listening from other positions ; 
but being again unsuccessful, he returned to the tree, and fell to 
beating it again, in the absurd fancy that, if there had been any 
connection between his blows and the ceasing of the sounds, the 
same operation which had caused them to cease might revive 
them, though deeming it, at the same time, an utter impossibility 
that the cavity within the trunk could contign the invisible song- 
stress. All his efforts, however, to gain a clue to the mystery 
proved wholly fruitless, and, after lingering some time near this 
spot of seeming enchantment, he slowly wandered back to the 
lu)use, deeply pondering over the singular and incomprehensiblt 
5 
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inddent whidi had attended 1m nocturnal TamUe. Was it within 
the bounds of possibifitj, be asked himself, that the person, the 
once lored and lost one, whose Toice Uiese mysterious notes so 
much resembled, could now be in this almost uninhabited wilder- 
ness ? No, no ! What other female, then, capable of snch exe- 
cation, could be near at such an hour <^ the night ? Surelj 
wm^ ! Was it not, then, a human vciee that he had heard? — 
Was it the Toice of an angel, of " visits few and far between,** 
floating hig^ in the heavens, and hymning the stars? What had 
he done to deserve such special revealment? Or was it, as the 
traditions of the superstitious would inculcate, the voice of a de- 
parting spirit, permitted to break on the ear of a distant fiiend 
at the instant of departure, for the purpose of appri^ng him of 
its exit from earth, or warning him of his own dissolution ? Or 
was it not far more probable, he said, with an effort to shake off 
these intruding fancies, that his senses had deceived him ; and 
that, after all, the whole was but the work of an over-excited 
imagination ? It must have been so. And, as if determined to 
satisfy himself with this last solution of the subject, since he 
could hit upon no other which reason would not sooner reject, he 
quickened his pace, and, like one resolved to end a pei^exing 
enquiry by the best argument he can give, and call* it conclusive, 
bustled forward, now whistling a tune, or now affecting to ran 
over to himself the intended businettM^ to-morrow, till he had 
reached the house, secured the door, and thrown himself dowB 
beside his still insensible companion, when exhausted nature i 
dosed the scene in a profound slumber. 
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CHAPTEE V. 



( If 71m hud bMn the wift of HenalM, 
ttxof hie laboci 70a 'd hxf done, and MT*d 
Your ho rtmnd 10 much iwMt.'* 

OoBiOLiinii. 



Rbix causes of excitem e nt have firequentlj, and perhaps 
generally, been foond to produce the soundest slumber; while 
those that are artificial, or imaginary, have an equal tendency to 
DPevent it. Doctor Young's poetic philosophy to the contrary 
notwithstanding. It was thus with Warrington. While the 
images of the past and the future, which fancy had called up, 
were operating in his bosom, he vainly sought the arms of <^ tired 
nature's sweet restorer." But after he had found a just cause 
for excitement^ and experienced the utmost of its legitimate 
^ects, that restorer came unbidden and instantly. And die next 
morning was considerably advanced before he and his companion 
awoke from the deep and sense-absorbing slumbers which, for 
many hours, had sealed their, every facidty in blank oblivion. 
They simultaneously arose, and went to the window to ascertain 
from whom proceeded the noise of the axe, whose heavy, 
resounding blows, in the adjoining forest, had first awakened them 
from their quiet repose. At the border of the woods, a short 
distance to the south of the house, and in plain sight of their 
loop-hole, for the window was nothing nunre, stood the amazon 
owner, and almost sole creator of this little <^>ening in the dark 
wilderness, plying her axe, with masculine dexterity and effect, 
into the huge trunk of a standing hemlock. In a short time this 
princely tenant of the Green Mountain forest began to tremble, 
totter, and bow beneath the supple arm of its life-sapping foe, and 
at length came down with a thundering crash upon the ground, 
filling the air around with a cloud of dust, splinters, broken and 
powdered limbs, and causing the -earth and surrounding woods to 
rebound at the shock. When the obstructing doud had cleared 
away from the spot, our observant friends beheld the object of 
their attention mounted on the trunk of the prostrate tree, and 
proceeding to mark it off into such lengths for dhoppiag, as suited 
W purpose. While thus engaged, her attention seemed to 
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be suddenly arrested by something she observed about the house, 
or in a line with it beyond. Hastily descending from her stand 
on the trunk, and seizing her rifle, which stood at the foot of a 
tree, near the stump of the one just felled, she i^proached with 
a rapid step, and with some appearance of concern, till within a 
few h)ds of the house, when she slackened her pace and soon 
halted. 

^ Tall, stout, and stately," said Selden, still standing with his 
friend so near the window as to have a fair view of the person of 
their hostess ; ^^ tall, stout and stately," he repeated, running his 
admiring eye over her erect and imposing figure ; '^ face and 
features even yet handsome, despite the ravages and cares of 
forty ! And then that queenly port I Heavens I what a specimen 
of Eve's daughters I Surely, Warrington, she must be ihe very 
Juno of your Green Mountai^is ! But why not unbar the door 
and go out to meet her ? We shall appear a pretty brace of 
heroes, if she come here and find us hid up like a couple of runa- 
ways I She has perceived us I presume, but is doubtful whether 
we are friends or foes." 

^ Stay a moment," said the other, who had been regarding the 
movements of the woman quite as intensely as his friend, though 
for difierent purposes ; '^ I suspect you wUl soon see that other 
objects than ourselves are engrossing her attention." 

Scarcely had the last spe^er ceased, when they caught an 
oblique view of the approaching forms of a number of men, 
whom they instantly recognized to be Munroe and his party. 
Hastily retreating from the window, and preparing their arms for 
action, should their use become necessary either for defending 
themselves within the house, or protecting their hostess without, 
our two friends took positions at small apertures between the logs 
of the wall, where, without revealing themselves, they could easily 
observe their foes, and stood silently watching the progress of 
events in the yard. Meanwhile the hardy widow had planted 
herself directly in the path in which the Yorkers were approach- 
ing from the main road to her door. And now boldly advancing 
and confronting them, she demanded what might be their object 
in turning into a lone woman's dwelling. 

^ Why, my good woman," said the sherifi*, pausing and hesita- 
ting in evident surprise at the commanding appearance and 
determined tone -of theT)erson he was addressing; " we are all 
as hungry as so many kites, after the l<mg morning's march we 
have had ; and now can't you contrive to work up something in 
the Shape of a breakfast for us ? " 
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* I know' of but two reasons, sir, why I may not comply with 
your request," replied the woman, with an air of quiet scorn. 

*' And what may they be, woman ? '* asked Munroe, in doubt 
as to the drift of her discourse* 

^ The lack of means, and the lack of inclination, sir," rejoined 
the other in the same csdm and scomful.manner. 

^ Short and sweet," said Munroe ; ^ but I think we can remove 
your objections easily enough, mistress; my men here have 
a plenty of salt junk, and some bread, which wiU make out the 
main materials for a meal ; so you will have nothing to do but 
cook and serve up for us, and if we pay you well for your trouble, 
this will cure both your objections at once I suppose." 

" Think you, sir, I would be hired to serve a Yorker of your 
stamp ? " replied the woman, with increasing disdain ; '< why the 
money got in that manner would bum through my pockets as 
quick as if it came at the call of one in league with the arch 
fiend, and all hissing hot from the burning mint in the regions 
below! Even the very food bought with it would stick my 
throat, and poison my children to death in^e eaUng." 

^ Tut, tut ! madam madcap I " exclaimed the sheriff resuming 
his wonted roughness, and now beginning to chafe under the 
biting sarcasms of the other ; ^ you show about as much of the 
tartar as any thing I have met with in my travels for a long 
while. I wish the rebels much joy in their petticoat champion I 
But it is time to look a little to such as you. The authorities of 
the king are neither to be resisted nor insulted with impunity, 
you will do well to bear in mind, perhi^." 

^ Cowards are always allowed the privilege of blustering 
before women," tartly rejoined the other ; ** your threats, valiant 
sheriff, will hurt me about as much, probably, as they frighten 
me, and if anything further is attempted, you will find I can 
defend myself." 

" We will see, my trooper I " muttered Munroe, making a 
sudden movement towards the other, apparently to disarm or 
seize her. 

Eluding his grasp, and hastily retreating a few steps, the fear- 
less woman cocked her rifle and brought it to her shoulder. 
** Another step towards me, sir, and your blood be on your own 
head," she cried, in a cool, determined tone. 

** Hang me ! " exclaimed Munroe, after standing a moment in 
mute surprise at this bold and unexpected movement of the 
woman, who, he began to suspect, could scarcely have been 
brought to show such singular fearlessness, but from a knowledge . 
5» 
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^i«t help was near ; ^ bang me if I do n*t beUeve tlm tennagaai ii 
standing gaard to some of these skulking outlaws, whom ^e has 
concealed in the house I We must see to this immediaitelj " he 
continued, moving round his opponent toward the house," and 
beckoning his men to follow. 

<< O, is that all jou want," said the widow, taking her piece in 
her hand, and moving aside with the air of one retieved ^m a 
personal fear ; you are welcome to all the outlaws jou will ^nd 
b^re, but 70U must beware how you attempt to toudi me. How- 
* ever, you had better look out for yourself, brave sherjfT," die 
iKlded in a sneering laugh ; " take care, sir, that some <^ those 
terrible Green Mountain Boys concealed wilhin there, do n't blow 
you through the head with their rifles ! " 

« '< The door is fastened, woman," said Mnnroe, as, step^Hng up, 
h|& tried in vain to open it ; '^ ibs door is fastened on the inside; 
«6e that it is opened, or I will force it I " 

" O, no, no I why, you would spoil my door, man I " cried ikh 
widow, with the utmost apparent concern for the safety of her 
door ; << yes, ruin it entirely, 't would cost me a hard dollar to get 
it mended. I forgot to tell you it was barred up inside. We do 
not stay here nights for fear of the visits of such strolling gentry 
as yourselves. But if you really wish to handle over my greasy 
pots and kettles, or cra^d under my beds, you can go in as I came 
-out, by going up on the ends oi the logs at the comer yonder, 
and removing a piece of that bark roof 

'^ But honestly, woman, have you seen nothing of Warrington 
and his band this way last night, or this morning?" asked the 
sheriff, his suspicions seeming to be pretty much allayed by the 
well managed demeanor and conduct of the other. 

" Warrington — Warrington," said she, musingly, as if attempt- 
ing to recall the name of one of whom she might have perhaps 
heard ; " not Captain Warrington ? Yes, I have heard of him. 
I am sure. Is he in this section ? Where is he ? I should like 
to- see that brave fellow. Why, he was the one that so handsomely 
beech-sealed one of the York authorities down Bennington way, 
last year — now what was his name . ..l ^^ ill think in a minute — ** 

" O, no matter, no matter," hasl^y interrupted the sherifi^ 
unwilling that the story of his own foriner discomfiture should be 
made known to his present followers ; " come, boys," he amtLo- 
ued, moving away from the house and calling to his men ; <* we 
shan't be able to make anything of this crabstidc of a woman, 
so we may as well be on the move again, and as we have lost 
our guide, instead of going back through the woods, we will 
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ap the Creek to the ford, and then down the militarj road to 
Ticonderoga." 

" Adroitly done, by heavens I " exclaimed Selden to his com- 
paniod, as the sounds of the retreating footsteps of their foes 
died away on their ears ; '' the woman's tact has saved us, to say 
the least, Captltin, from a troublesome contest. But shall I now 
unbar the door ? " 

^ No — let her continue to manage in her own way, replied 
the other ; the Yorkers may take it into their heads to stop and 
reconnoitsflB the house awhile from the woods. And she may 
deem it prudent to guard against their making any discoveries in 
tiiat way by remaining a while without, or by entering the house 
in the nianner she pointed out to Munroe.** 

The woodswoman, if the term be admissible, wary as she was 
. fearless, immediately adopted one of the precautions anticipated 
by Warrington. Aid the sheriff and his posse had no sooner 
' fairly disappeared in the forest than our friends heard her mount- 
ing the house, removing one of the broad pieces of spruce baric, 
which constituted the rude covering of the roof, and descending 
into the chamber or garret above them. In ano^er moment she 
stood before them with a countenance animated with a look of 
triumph and a* smile of congratulation. 

" Now a thousand thanks to mistress Story," warmly exclaim- 
ed Warrington, after presenting* his friend, and exchanging the 
ordinary salutations ; " a thousand thanks, not only for yesterday's 
timely notice, but for the shield which a woman's tact only could 
have so successfully thrown over us this morning! But how 
came you apprised tiiat we were in possession of your castle, as 
we were without the shadow of a license from its owner ? " 

" Partly anticipating a visit from some of you," replied the 
widow, " I purposely left the door unfastened when we left last 
night. And a peep through the cracks when I returned this 
morning, and found it barred, told me very nearly the character 
of the occupants. But you don't know," she added, jocosely, 
" how sorely I was tempted, as I saw you lying there on the floor 
asleep, as helpless as <^ldren, to creep in, bind you, deliver you 
over to Munroe, and claim the reward ! " 

" When you was praying, * lead us not into temptation,' at this 
moment of your trial," said Warrington laughingly, " and thought 
of the next sentence, * deliver us from evil,' you concluded it best 
to take sides with the Green Mountain Boys, — did you ? " 

** Why," replied she, " it-might certainly be a matter of some 
oonsideim^n, who it were wisest to make friends, and who foes, in 
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such a case ; and especiallj so, since it now seems that ten York* 
ers can be put to flight by one old woman." 

" Ay, ay I " gaily responded the Captain ; " and that fact, sir,** 
he added, turning with an arch look to Selden, shows the wisdom 
of the doubts and apprehensions you seemed to entertain last 
night, in approaching, without leave, the house of one who might 
become so formidable a foe." 

" I should be sorry to spoil the Captain's joke," replied Selden, 
in the same spirit ; <' but in taking possession thus unceremoni- 
ously, I think we both depended somewhat on the ^ect of the 
peace offering we brought," he continued, pointing to the game 
suspended on the wall, *' in appeasing the household gods for the 
outrage." 

^ Au ample atonement ! " said the dame ; " so much so, indeed, 
that I suspect my nine little hungry household gods will think 
the obligation wholly on their side. Yes, yes, that mark of your 
kindness, gentlemen, I noticed when I took my stolen peep in 
here, and my heart has been thanking you ever since ; for my 
larder, as you may well imagine, is none of the fullest, consider- 
ing the number depending upon it. It makes my heart ache to 
put the little kites on so short an allowance, as I am often com- 
peUed to do here, in a place so difficult to obtain provisions." 

" But where are your children ? " asked Warrington. 

** My children ? all in T'other Worlds sir ! " replied the woman, 
with a sort of comic gravity. 

"In the other world! what can the woman mean?" asked 
Warrington, turning a puzzled look upon his hostess. ** But for 
the mention you have just made of your children, and your 
roguish looks, which belie your assertions, one might be startled 
at the import of your words ! " 

" Not so much of a belieing, neither," said the woman, " but 
come, we* will open Se$ame now," she continued, proceeding to 
unbar the door, " and after seeing if my brood cannot be conjured 
back into the world again, for 3ie purpose of assisting me, and 
quieting your apprehensions for their safety. Captain, we will see 
what can be done in the way of breakfast." 

" Let nie attend you, to witness the process of conjuration," 
said Warrington, who had more reasons for making the request 
than were known to either of his companions. 

" No, sir, no I keep house till I return, or, my word for it, you 
get no breakfast this time," replied the other, in a sportive, yet 
determined manner, as she quitted the house on her proposed 
errand, leaving her guests to indulge in such conjectures as they 
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chose respecting die place to which she had gone to sammon her * 
concealed family. Thej were not allowed much time, however, 
for discussing this curious question : for in a short time their ears 
were saluted by the mingled sounds of jabbering voices approach- 
ing from the woods in the rear of the house, and in a moment 
more the dame came up to the door, with her nearly half-score 
of hardy little urchins, trooping along in noisy glee at her 
side. 

"I will shake hands with the young Captain first!'' exclaimed 
one of the boys, endeavoring to outstrip the rest, as they all made 
a rush at the door. 

^You shan't!" vociferated another, springing forward, and 
eagerly elbowing his way through the throng that was now chok- 
ing up the entrance. " I saj^ you shan't now, Dick 1 He likes 
me best ; Ned, you hold him back ! " 

'^ I do n't care, 1 will have the first kith ! " cried a lisping little 
image of her mother ; ^ I will, may n't I, ma ! " she added, throw- 
ing back her long unfettered hair from before her laughing black 
eyes with a pretty toss of the head, and entering with hi^ glee 
into the keen strife going forward for obtaining the first notice 
of one, who, in former calls at the house, seem^ to have made 
warm friends <^ the whole band of these tiny rivals fior his 
favors. 

The next moment the person of Warrington, like that of Gul- 
liver among the Lilliputians, was almost literally covered by the 
little beings, two sitting on each knee, shaking his imprisoned 
hands with all their might; the little Julia standing between, 
turning up her pretty cheek invitingly for the expected kiss, 
which, for all her declaration, instinctive modesty forbade her to 
ask for ; one or two hold of each arm, and one more daring and 
active than the rest, having clambered aloft, was sitting astride 
the neck, and crowing loud over the rest from his elevated situa- 
tion ; while all were clinging, laughing, and chattering like a bevy 
of monkies exhibiting on an elephant, at the show of some trav- 
elling menagerie. 

Those fashionable misanthropes of the Bochefacauldt or 
Lacon school, who are forever moralizing and mourning over 
the selfishness of man ; who can see no unadulterated benevo- 
lence, no disinterested friendship in the moral deserts of the 
human heart, might find one oasis, at least, to relieve their jaun- 
diced vision^ and go to refute the sweeping dictums of their cold 
and cheerless philosophy, would they but turn their eyes to the 
artless acdons, and examine the untutored and guileless hearta 
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•of children. How spontaneous their affections! With whal 
intuitive and unerring certainty and quicknas8 they single out 
those who love them, whether kindred or stranger ; and with 
what confiding readiness and generous ardor is the friendship thus 
bestoWed upon them forever reciprocated ; and that, too, with no 
detracting alloy of selfish feeling, no worldly calculating of re- 
sults, and no influencing considerations of interest ! Verily ! while 
they go to school to w* for the improvement of the head, methinks 
it would be well for us if the tables were so far turned, that they 
could become our only instructors in the lessons of the heart 

The dame, now calling off such of her children as she needed 
to assist her, and despatching one for water, another for wood, 
and a third to go on some whispered destination, proceeded rap- 
idly in her preparations for the promised repast. And in a short . 
space of time, a tempting meal from the offering of her guests 
was smoking on the table. The meal, which was enlivened by 
a recital of the adventures of the band the preceding evening, 
was no sooner ended, than Selden, rising first from the table, de- 
part^ at the suggestion of his superior, to see that the party at 
the other house were in readiness to commence their march. 

" Now, Captain, where are you going with your men ? " earn- 
estly asked the widow, as soon as Selden was fairly gone ; " I 
have reasons for wishing to know.*' 

Warrington, after a slight hesitation,, imparted the desired 
information. 

" Will you make me one promise ? " resumed the woman, " and 
at the same time receive from me in kindness one caution ? " 

" On conditions, I will venture to say yes.** 

" What may they be ? If any thing that I can properly comply 
with, — '* 

" I would impose no other terms, certainly — so now for the 
promise you would exact ? ** 

" Simply this — that the family, with whom the young Indian 
I sent you last evening resides — no question now about their 
names or residence 1 — that this family, I say, shall not be mo- 
lested, should you or your men ever come across them. They 
hold under^a York title, besure, but turned no one off to get pos- 
session. Will you promise ? " 

" For your sake, and the Indian's sake, if the facts are as you 
state, I will promise my influence in their behalf.*' 

" Now hear my caution — beware of that fellow you chastised 
last night — beware of that Sherwood — he will be a serpent in 
your path." 
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^ Do you know him? *• 

'^ I think I dq, but must saj no more. And now, let *0 hear 
your conditions." 

'< Only that you shall expound my dream, or Tision, of last 
night." 

" A dreiun ! vision I " 

^^ Yes ! a something, at all events, which conveyed to my ear, 
as I thought, the sounds of a voice discoursing most heavenly 
muuc" 
% ^ A sleeping, or a waking dream ? " 

'^ The latter, I afterwards made up my mind to believe, as the 
readiest way of solving the mystery ; but this morning I havo 
begun to suspect — " 

^ At what time last night, and on what particular spot, did this 
strange trance £^11 on you, sir?" interrupted the widow in a 
bantering tone, which was accompanied, however, with a look 
betraying considerable curiosity and uneasiness. 

*^ O, about the usual time of such visitations — the witching 
hour of midnight. And the scene should be laid, I think, more 
particularly than at any other spot, near the foot of a certain 
charmed tree, or rather the hollow trunk of one, standing not far 
from the bank of the Creek down here, to which, leaving my 
companion asleep, I had wandered alone to shake off a fit of 
watchiulness, that the spirits of the air, or something else, had 
unaccountably sent me." 

" And did you relate your adventures to your companion, on 
your return or since ? " 

"No!" 

" That settles the question with me, then, as to what I should now 
do," seriously observed the woman ; " Captain Warrington, I clearly 
see that you have accidentally, and very singularly, hit upon a clue 
to matteis which I thought most prudent to conceal, even from 
you, friend to the settlers and my family, as you are. Follow me, 
and you shall know more." 

So saying, with rapid step she led the way in silence toward 
the Creek, closely followed by her guest, eager to witness the 
promised development. Passing directly by the hollow tree, to 
which she pointed with a significant smile as they went along, 
she conducted him to the brink of the high, steep bank, which 
was here covered with a thick growth of young evergreens, whose 
tangled boughs overhung the waters below. Now grasping firmly 
hold of a projecting root, she swung herself down on to a narrow 
shelf or offset in the bank, a few feet above the surface of the 
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water. As soon as this position was gained bj them both, sho 
proceeded along the shelf a few yards, and, removing a small fir* 
tree top, which had been, to all appearance, blown down the bank, 
disclosed the mouth of a narrow passage running back horizon* 
tallj into the earth. Into this she immediately entered, s^ 
followed bj her companion. After groping their waj about a 
rod through the dark zigzag windings of this passage, thej 
emerged into a spacious room, formed entirely bj an artificial 
excavation of the earth, which, from a beginning at the outside, 
had been removed in small parcels and thrown into the stream, 1 
till the whole was completed. The walls or sides, which had 
been cut down perpendicularly from the solid mould and plastered 
over with thin mud, now presented a hard compact surface. The 
ceiling, which was in the form of an arch, coming, probably, at 
the top or centre, within a foot of the surface above, was supported 
by the thickly spreading roots of the trees, standing, many of 
them, directly over the excavation, and forming a kind of net* 
work, curiously, and so strongly interwoven as effectually to 
prevent the earth from caving in from above. The whole interior 
was divided into two parts of unequal dimensions, by a slight 
willow-work partition, the lesser of which, being designed for the 
sleeping apartment, was neatly carpeted with a thick dry moss, 
oollected from the spruce knolls in the vicinity ; while on one 
side was extended, at suitable intervals, a row of little oblong 

Slatforms, raised about a foot above the general level by repeated 
oublings of the same light, springy substance. These, on which 
were laid such beds as tiie occupant could furnish, afforded,- with, 
or without, any further additions, soft and* pleasant couches^ 
safely protected against the damps of a ground fioor. Beside 
one of the walls of the larger room was a rude fire-place, con- 
structed of flat stones, and built up several feet high to receive 
foel and give direction to the smoke, which, ascending through a 
sort of retreating flue cut into the bank, escaped through the 
cavity of the identical hollow stub that Warrington had discovered 
to be in some way connected with the mysterious melody heard 
by him the evening before. 

<* This, Captain Warrington," said the dame, after showing 
her admiring guest every part of her subterraneous establishment, 
which she had lit up, on entering, by throwing a few light combus- 
tibles on the fire still remaining on the hearth ; " this is my city 
of refuge — my strong hold, or my ^T'other World,* as I have 
accustomed myself and children to call it, fancying, in my wish 
to keep the secret of its existence to ourselves, that some such 
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mune would lessen the chances of a dlscoverj, which might 
acddentallj be nuide, perhaps, by referring to it before others by 
a pr(^>er designation. It was dug oat by myself and my Httle 
boys, who took to digging as naturally as young foxes, and greatly 
assisted me. My neighbor below, however, aided me in ihe most 
difficult parts of the work ; and in case of danger he is to occupy 
it with me." 

^ But what were the immediate dangers you apprehended, 

tthat led you to so uncommon an underta^g ? " asked the other. 
) ** For myself I might feel, perhaps, no apprehensions,'' replied 
the provident mother. " For my children, I feel differently. All 
parents, Captain^ however brave they may be for themselves, are 
always cowards for their children. No real dangers, it is true, 
might b^t us here for years ; and then again, they might come 
like a thief in the night. To say nothing of the heartless 
Yorkers, who might bum my house, or turn us out shelterless 
into the snow — to say nothing of the wolves that have been 
known, in the desperation of hunger, to attack folks in their 
houses — to say nothing of these, which are sufficiently fearful 
for most people, what security have we, in these outposts of the 
settlement, even in times of peace, against a hostile visit from the 
Indians ? But when, as now, the rumors of war come floating 
on every breeze, that danger is daily increasing. The sad expe- 
rience of my father's family, who were half slain by these hell- 
hounds of the wilderness at the outbreak of the last war, has 
taught me the wisdom of precaution. In peace they are even to 
be distrusted ; and the first rumor of war that strikes their ears 
wiU put them to whetting their knives for slaughter ; while they 
are sure to anticipate tiie coming contest by striking the first 
blow on the defenceless families of the fix)ntiers. Now with 
these views, is it strange," she added with a smile, *^ that the 
mother of nine children, with but erne neighbor within miles of 
her, should foresee the evil and hide herself ? " 

" Surely not," replied Warrington, struck not less by the 
forcible language of the woman, than by her prudent forecast ; 
*^ you are right in believing that the storm of a new war is gather- 
ing over us ; and if you think of remaining here, these precautions 
are but the part of wisdom, as we know not when or where the 
storm may burst. But do you occupy this retreat every nighty 
now?" 

^ We do." 

" You enter as we did, taking your children down the bank, 
I suppose ? " 

6 
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^ Sometimes, but more generallj by approaehing from ih^ 
Creek in my canoe, (which ia kept hid in. the bushes a few rods 
below,) lest by coming down the bank constantly, we wear a path, 
which might lead to a discovery of our retreat" 

^< And you all lodged here last night, of course ? " 

« Yes." 

" Part of the mystery, then, stands explained — why should 
the rest be kept badt ? " 

" What is there more that you do not comprehend ? ** 

« The singing— " | 

" Might have been my own, if you heard any. You never 
heard any of my lullaby performances before, I suppose ? " said 
the woman, with an evasive smile. 

" No, but I have once heard the performances of 4knother, 
whose voice is not easily to be forgotten," replied Warrington, 
turning a keen, searching gaze on the slightly conftised face of 
the widow. 

" Warrington, Warrington ! " said the woman, resuming a tone 
of seriousness, and intently reading the looks of the other ; '< as 
much as I hate deception, I wish I could have misled you. But 
I saw by your disappointed looks, when you entered, and glanced 
around these empty aparUnents, that you expecAd to find here 
what you have not And I now see, that you still have certain 
impressions, which I wish could have been done away. But as 
you seem bent on following up your clue, I will not attempt to 
mislead you. From what I have gathered from you and others, 
I have for some time secretly suspected the identity of persons 
yet supposed to be different, and that I have long known those 
whose present residence you have little dreamed of: Captain War- 
rington, there is indeed a rose-bud in this wilderness, which I should 
not have been displeased to see plaoed in your bosom. But seek 
it not pow — there is a hedge about it too high for your leaping." 

" Where is she ? I ask but to know where," enquired tiie 
other with impatient eagerness. 

*^ Not here, nor near here, now," replied the woman ; the secret 
is not mine to reveal : I have said too much already ; so question 
me no further. But come, let us leave for the upper world," she 
added, rapidly leading the way out, and allowing the other no 
further chance to resume his importunities till ^ey had gained 
the top of the bank. 

" But surely you will not leave the matter here, after informing 
me so far?" said Warrington, in an expostulating tone, as he per- 
ceived that the other seemed to expect that he would now depart 
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^ For the present, I surely sbaH,** replied the woman, decid- 
^ly ; '^ you will urge in vain one who understands her duties to 
all ! Gro ! your men await you — good morning, and Grod speed 
you in the cause of the settlers," and, imperiously waving her 
hand for the departure of her reluctant and tantalized guest, she 
suddenly turned away and disappeared in the forest 



CHAPTER VI. 



"The floiui of oar mountains will sheath not the brand 
TUl the last base intrader is forced from the land.'' 



One of the most considerable openings in the wilderness in the 
northwestern part of the New Hampshire Grants, at the period 
of our story, was at the Lower*Falls of Otter Creek, at the head 
of the lake navigation of that stream, and on, and. around that 
fine and fertile swell of land, now occupied as the site of a pleas- 
ant .and flourishing village, to which, as before mentioned, the 
more dignified name of city has long since been legally applied ; 
though not without sometimes eliciting, probably, from the trav- 
eller, approaching the place with the expectations which the ap- 
pellation would naturally raise, a feeling, somewhat akin, perhaps, 
to that which might be experienced on hearing the address of 
Ify Lord^ applied to some urchin scion of nobility, at marbles, in 
his first jacket and trowsers. A pitch had been made on this 
spot, some years before, by one or more of the New Hampshire 
patentees, a saw and grist mill erected, and a large piece of for- 
est felled, and partially cleared ; when the whole tract, embracing 
the Falls and all the improvements, was purchased of some of the 
York land jobbers by one Colonel Reed. Reed had been the 
commander of a regiment of Scotch Highlanders, that came over 
with Greneral Wolfe, and was engaged with his army in that mem- 
orable battle which gave Quebec and the Canadas to the British 
Grown. This re^^ent, having been subsequently disbanded, the 
Colonel, still continuing in the new world, and, in his intercourse 
between Canada and New York, becoming acquainted with the 
Vermont lands, entered into the speculations then going forward, 
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lyid made the purchase, as above stated. Finding his new pur- 
chase already in the occupancy of the New Hampshire grantees^ 
and not incHning to be bothered with the delays of a civil pro* 
cess by the Yfrk authorities to put him in possession, what should 
this military land spexsulator do, but repair immediately to Mont- 
real, and, collecting a file of his old disbanded soldiers, go on, 
armed and provisioned, to conquer and keep, and forcibly drive 
the occupants from the ground, taking possession of the millsy t 
lumber, and all o^er improvements ? After making ample pnn^^' 
visions for continuing the improvement of bis purchase, he left it^^ 
to be managed and defended by the men who came on with him, 
placed under Ihe command of one of his old fear-naught High* 
landers, by the name of Donald Mcintosh, formerly a Jtfave and 
trusty sergeant in his regiment, to whom he now deli^ed writ- 
ten military instructions, setting forth the manner in which the 
improvements were to be conducted, and the post defended against 
any, or all, who should offer to intrude on the premises. The 
Colonel, being a shrewd man, and a close observer of character, 
national as well as individual, and well knowing that the inherent 
respect of Scotchmen for discipline, and the orders of a supe- 
rior, would ensure him more determined defenders of his pos- ' 
sessions, as well as more faithful laborers in their improvement, 
than all the rewards, bribes, or other inducements he could offer, 
had thrown over the whole transaction the appearance of a mili- 
tary service. And, hiring his men at the monthly compensation 
they had formerly received as soldiers, and terming it an enlist- 
ment during the war, and conducting them to their post under the 
discipline to which they had been accustomed in the army, he had 
the address to make these men, not the most intelligent, certainly, 
honestly believe that they were acting under their old commander, 
in a military capacity only, and were really in the service of the 
king, to whom this settlement, they were told, was in a state of 
rebellion. And right faithfully and rigidly did the straight-going 
Donald, ever continuing to act under these impressions, execute 
the trust committed to his charge. Immediately proceeding to i 
throw up a large log-house, and enclose a yard around it with a 
heavy, compact fence of hewn timber, he soon gave the post sudi 
an impregnable and threatening aspect as effectually deterred the 
former occupants from attempting, with any force they could rally 
in the neighborhood, to dislodge the intruders. And, after watch<« 
ing awhile, and seeing no diminution of the strength of their an- 
tagonists, or relaxation of their caution, these ejecled and plun- 
dered settlers, who happened to be among the less spirited of 
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dmt countrymen, at length pretty much relmquished the hope of 
regaining their possessions, except in a favorable termination of 
the negociation still going forward at intervals between the settlers 
and the government of New York. ^ 

In this manner, for nearly two years, did the minions of Beed 
hold and manage these valuable possessions, clearing land, raising 
crops, and exporting lumber and other products, without being at 
all molested by the settlers, or the attending circumstances being 
town, indeed, to those who had exercised any general agency in 
isting the aggressions of the Yorkers. At length, however, 
e tranquility of the intruders became accidentally endangered. 
Ira Allen, the Green Mountain Mettemich of after times, and 
one of the cabinet council of those we are describing, coming 
through th% section, on his return to his residence in Bennington 
from an excursion to the Winooski river, sought lodgings on a 
stormy December night at the quarters of Mcintosh and his 
men^ — a call which came near costing the former his life at the 
outset : for, while he was unsuspectingly knocking for admission, 
the wary Scotchman, who had been accustomed to consider all 
his foes, who did not give the watchword, noiselessly opened the 
door wide enough to protrude one arm, and made several despe- 
rate lunges at his body, hit or miss, with a naked sabre. Provi- 
dentially, however, the weapon, missing the body, only wounded 
the great coat of the traveller, who, at last succeeding in making 
the other believe that he wanted nothing more than a shelter for 
the night, was now admitted, and entertained till next morning. 
This singular reception, as well as the odd and warlike appear- 
ance of every thing connected with the establishment, awakened 
the curiosity and excited the suspicions of Allen, who, from the 
information he obtained by pumping the cautious Donald, and 
making inquiries of the settlers before leaving the vicinity, re- 
turned home in possession of the full history of the case. And 
the consequence was, that before many months, a small band of 
Green, Mountain Boys came on from the south, and finding no 
one about the premises, were proceeding to clear the hovise and 
yard of all they contained ; when the occupants, who had been at 
work in the woods, returned, and after holding a council of war a 
short distance from the house, made such a furious charge with 
fixed bayonets on the new comers, that they, little dreaming of 
80 warlike an onset, were fairly routed from the works, and were 
compelled to decamp amidst the victorious shouts of the elated 
Hig^danders. Chagrined and vexed an the result of this attempt, 
the Green Mountain Boys, early the next spring, set on foot 
6» 
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another expedition for dispersing these military tenants of the 
usurping Colonel. And for this, among other objects, Warring- 
ton and his companions were now on their way to the spot 

It was iM till an advanced hour in the afternoon of the day, 
which commenced by the adventures related in the last chapter, 
that our band arrived at the outskirts of the singularly guarded 
possession just desetibed. Their force, swelled by the numbers 
who had joined them on the last part of their route, now amount- 
ed to about a dozen men. They halted in the woods, adjoinii^ 
the clearing, for the purpose of consultation, with a view to vF 
on the best, mode of attacking the place, which they were not 
without hope of carrying by surprise. They had scarcely com- 
menced discussing these points, however, before their attention 
was arrested by two quickly successive reports of fire-arms, pro- 
ceeding from a thicket, on the opposite side of the Creek. 

'< T^Qiat will you bate I do n't know the bark of that dog, Cap- 
tain ? " exclaimed* Jones, tipping one of his comical winks to lus 
superior. 

" Aha ! who do you suspect, Jones?** asked Warrington, with 
a look of interest. 

" Why, I shoujd n't like to make bodily oath of it, besure,'* 
replied the other, ** but unless my ear lies like the mischief, one of 
those popping noises over there was the voice of an old acquaint- 
ance." 

" To the point, man, if you possibly can ! " rather impatiently 
spoke the leader ; " what acquaintance do you mean ? " 
. " The one that I was introduced to, up on the lake there, last 
night, asking your pardon, Captain," repfi«d Pete, lowering his 
tone a little under the slightly rebuking manner of his com- 
mander. 

" You are in the right, Mr. Jones," said the other, kindly, 
though a flash of anger passed over his face at the discovery 
that now burst on his mind ; " I see it all, at last. Those were 
the reports of a pair of pistols, and in the hands, too, of that 
traitorous Sherwood, who has been hovering round us on our 
march, and now fires his pistols as a preconcerted signal, to give 
notice of our approach. It is well for the fellow that he was 
wise enough to put the Creek between us and himself, before tak- 
ing this last step." 

" That comes of suffering the scoundrel to go unhanged last 
night," grumbled Brown. " If I had been the Captain, I would 
have strung him up to the limb of a tree like a sheep-killing dog^ 
and left him kicking in the air." 
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" It is not always,** said Warrington, " nor often, I think, tliat 
we find cause to repent of the mercies we bave shown ; but this 
fellow — let him beware ! ** he added, knitting his brow, " let him 
beware how he is taken again ! " • 

All hope of taking the place by surprise being now relinquished 
by our band, it was soon settled, as the most probable way of 
accomplishing their object without bloodshed, which they would 
gladly avoid, that a feint should be made in the open field, with 
Hi yiew of drawing out the enemy from their works, while the part 
of their force, not thus to be engaged, should go round in the 
woods, and, approaching in the rear, endeavor to get possession 
of the house and enclosure. In pursuance of this plan, Warring- 
ton, taking Selden and two of the men with him, started off for 
the purpose of carrying the last part of the arrangement into 
execution, leaving the rest of the force under the command of 
Jones, whose genius, it was thought, was calculated to conduct 
the other part of the enterprise now entrusted to his charge, with 
orders to advance through the open grounds towards the house, 
and adopt such measures on the way as circumstances might 
suggest for bringing about the desired result 

After waiting a sufficient time to allow the other party to gain 
a post in the woods in the rear of the works, Pete, the new com- 
mandant, put his men in motion, and emerging from the bushes, 
they commenced, in a wide-spread platoon, their ostentatious 
march through the field, in oi^er to attract the attention of the 
enemy, supposed to be concealed in their enclosures at the house. 
It so happened that, directly in the course of the advancing party, 
there lay a series of l^ge log-heaps, which, either by accident or 
design, had been placed^ in clearing the land, very nearly in a 
straight line, at intervals of about a dozen rods, beginning near 
the house and extending almost to the woods. When the party 
had arrived within a few rods of the first log-heap, their attention 
was arrested by the sound of a human voice, issuing from behind 
it, and, in an eager, suppressed tone, giving off some brief orders, 
resembling those of military command. 

^ A' ready ? up then, an' gie til the louns ! " exclaimed the 
voice of the unseen leader, in broad Scotch, as a platoon of armed 
men suddenly rose from behind the logs, and, raising their guns 
brea^jtoii, discharged them fall in the faces of the Green Moun- 

** ^b, right aboot face !' atnd rin as if the deevil was after ye, 
as he is, and mair too,** rlisumed the military Donald, for it was 
no other than he and his men, who had thus been lying, in conceal« 
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ment behind the log-heap, patientlj awiddng the approach of their 
unsuspecting assailants. 

The balls, just clearing the heads of our band, whistled through 
the air, andiltruck with a crash among the dry limbs of the forest 
behind them. As soon as they had recovered from the surprise 
into which they had been thrown by the suddenness of this unex- 
pected attack, they all sprang forward in the screening smoke of 
the enen^y's fire, and gained the cover of the log-hei^, just relin- 
quished by the latter for the next one in the line of their defences. 

" Well, this is what I should call raUier a curious how-d'ye-do, 
boys,** coolly said Jones, when they had gained their shelter ; " who 
would have guessed the scamps were packed away behind this 
old log-heap? But one thing beats my philosophy — if the 
bloody dogs really wanted to give us the lead, (and they shot 
drea^^d careless if they did n%) why in natur did n't they take 
aim?" 

" They are all regular sarvice men," replied a settler from the 
vicinity, " and breast-high is the rule of firing in the army." 

'< Then we may thank the rule for our lives, and not the pesky 
fools who used it," replied the former. ^' It would not be i| great 
deal more than right to send our rifle bullets through the whole 
tote of 'em. But I should some rather not kill the sarpents, if 
we can get along without ; and I guess as how we can, seeing 
they were kind enough to sound their rattles before trying to 
bite, as that queer old codger did, in giving off word before tiiey 
let drive at us. And if they will go on as they have begun, we 'U 
just be making our manners when they fire, so that the balls may 
pass over us, and then follow 'em up as before — but hark ! the 
old chap is at it again 1 going the motions as regular as the night- 
mare ; there ! he has got to ^ coch Jire-lock !' Now, down with 
you, boys ! " 

Jones and his men had scarcely thrown themselves on to their 
knees behind their log-heap breast-work, before another volley of 
balls, discharged with the same military precision, whistled over 
them; and again t)ie old dry hemlocks that skirted the woods 
appe^*ed to be the only sufferers. Again retreating to their next 
post, these kilted defenders of the place were followed up as at 
first by their crafty assailants, who were now becoming highly 
delighted with the fun of so unique a warfare. And in this 
manner the fight, if fight it be called, continued through the 
whole field — one party blazing away at random from every log- 
heap they reached, and then scudding on for the next, quite satis- 
fied with this way of doing their duty of defending these supposed 
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possessions of the king; since they were conducting their defence, 
as they believed, according to military rule : while the other party, 
occasionally discharging their pieces into the air, to keep up the 
iqppearance of a hostile pursuit, and sometimes raising their hats 
on their ramrods, just high enough above the logs, behind whiqh 
they were ensconced, to become visible to their foes when they 
fired, that they might be thus encouraged to continue the sport, 
were no less content with this fashion of fighting, as it answered 
all the objects in view, without putting them to the necessity of 
killing others, and, what was quite as agreeable, without running 
any risk of being killed themselves. 

But leaving these belligerents for the present, we will now 
follow those who departed to execute the other part of this novel 
enterprise. 

Keeping within the border of the woods,* Warrington and his 
attendants soon made the circuit round the clearing, and arrived 
at the bank of the Creek, in the rear of the buildings, before the 
attack was made on the other detachment. They had scarcely 
gained this position, however, before they wene aroused by the 
rattling of Mcintosh's salutatory volley on their companions, at 
the other extremity of the opening. And, though the rise of 
land which intervened between them and the scene of action, 
prevented them from ascertaining by sight the exact situation of 
afiairs, yet readily concluding that the enemy, in full force, had 
taken the open field, as had been anticipated, they made for the 
house with all possible speed, to get possession of the works before 
the occupants could find time to return. On reaching the enclosure 
round the house, Warrington, leaving his men in the rear, went 
round to the front side, and, after a moment spent in reconnoitring, 
from behind a wood-pile, the parties in the field, crept up and 
made an attempt to open the gate. But to his disappointment, 
he soon discovered that it was securely barred on the inside ; 
while the noise of some slight movement within apprised him 
that the place had not been left wholly unguarded. On making 
these discoveries, he immediately retreated to the rear, without 
being seen by the enemy. There, standing beside the wall 
of the enclosure and eagerly gazing through a small crevice 
between the timbers, he found Selden, who, now turning with an 
expressive look, silently beckoned him to approach. Obeying the 
sign, Warrington carefully stepped up to the spot and put his eye 
to the aperture, which the other, now yielding the place, pointed 
out with his finger ; when all that part of the arena within, which 
was in front of tiie house, was opened to his view. And the ol^ect 
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that there met his eye struck hun with scarce less surprise than 
what had heen just manifested hj his more romantic companion. 
Near the barricaded entrance into the yard, instead of a bearded 
warrior, stood a young and neatly dressed female, ^)f striking 
beauty, holding a musket, and apparently enacting the part of a 
sentry to fire an alarm gun, or open the gate on the signal of her 
friends. She had evidently heard the movements of those with- 
out, and was now standing, like a startled fawn, her bosom heaving 
with suppressed alarm, her lips slightly drawn apart, and her 
head turned in the attitude of intense listening — all combining 
to give an air of charming and picturesque wildness to her whole 
appearance. A swarthy faced girl was timidly peeping from the 
nearly shut door of the house, to which, on hearing the noise, she 
had apparently just retreated. From the dress and appearance 
of the latter, Warrington was but at little loss in tracing between 
these two females the relation of mistress and maid. And now, 
with a rapid survey of the situation of the whole interior, as far ■ 
as could be s< ^n, he hastily quitted his stand at the crevice and 
turned to Selden. 

" Is n't she a vision of a creature ? *' eagerly whispered the 
latter, his fine dark eyes sparkling with animation ; ^* what, in 
^e name of feminine wonders, will you show us next, Warring- 
ton ? But who and what can she be ? " ^ 

" I am scarcely wiser than yourself, in that respect" 

** If the other was a Juno, this, I suppose, must be some war- 
rior sylph of the Green Mountains." 

" Not of the Green Mountains, I suspect,^ rejoined Warrington ; 
" but be she sylph or satan in heavenly guise, we must pay her a 
visit, and have possession of the works, within ten minutes — the 
enemy are on the retreat for the gate, and there is no time to 
lose — advances, boys, and lend me your shoulders for a stepping 
stone to scale this wall." 

The walls of the enclosure were about ten feet high, exclusive 
of the pickets which surmounted them, and which were formed 
of stakes three or four feet long, sharply pointed at the top, and 
set into large auger holes, bored in the upper layer of timber. 

Taking his men to a part of the wall in rear of the house, 
which would screen them, in their attempt, from the view of the 
inmates in front, and thus afibrd them a better chance to get over 
unmolested, and without causing an alarm to be given too soon, 
the leader mounted the shoulders of one of his men, leaped on to 
the top of the timbers, and soon luckily, and without noise, sue- 
CMded in wrenching out pickets enough to give him a ready 
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ingress. And taking np his rifle from the hands of those helow^ 
and ordering two of them to follow, and the other, who would 
have no means of getting up, to act in concert with Jones, he 
BOW swung himself down upon the ground. In another moment, 
Selden and the man he had selected, having heen equally success- 
ful, thej all three stood undiscovered on the ground, in the narrow 
space between the wall and the back side of the hoase. 

^ Well, Selden," said Warrington, with a humorous look ; in 
what manner shall we proceed with this formidable garrison — ^ 
by storm or parley ? *' 

^ The latter, certainly, unless the storm is to be a storm of 
kisses," replied the other, in the same spirit ; " but seriously, lest 
the appearance of all of us at once occasion unnecessary alarm, 
I pr(^)Ose that one of us go forward alone, for this purpose." 

" Yours shall be the chance, then, of displaying your bravery, 
gallantry, or diplomacy, as the case may require, in treating with 
me fair commander." 

"Thank'ee, Captain." 

" But have a caution, sir — reiaember that other things some- 
times inflict wounds besides leaden bullets ! " 

" O, borrow no trouble on my account, on either score," gaily 
responded Selden, as he disappeared round the comer of the 
house, on his delicate mission. 

The merry boast of the last speaker, however, had, but for his 
good fortune, been a vain one: For the next moment after he 
passed out of the sight of his friends, the stunning report of a 
musket sainted their ears, while a bullet whistled by them and 
buried itself in the wall of the enclosure, a few feet £rom where 
they stood. Instantly springing forward toward the scene of 
action, they found Selden standing in mute surprise, but unhurt, 
a few yards in front of the house, and as many rods froln the mad 
girl, who, in the suddenness of the alarm and trepidation that 
adzed her, as she accidentally turned round and unexpectedly 
beheld an enemy within the enclosure and approaching her, had 
just committed the half involuntary, half frenzied act of dis- 
charging at him a well-loaded musket, whose fatal contents he 
had but narrowly escaped. For a moment there was a dead 
pause, during which neither of the parties stirred from their 
respective positions, being nearly invisible to each other in the 
smoke which was rising in eddying whirls between them. Soon, 
however, the light and airy form of the warrior damsel became 
visible to her astonished besiegers. There, pale, agitated, and 
•fanost frantic with conflicting emotions, she still stood, as if 



V 



71 THX OKSKN X0X7NTAXK BOTB. 

chained to the spot, holding with oonynlsive grasp the jet smok* 
ing masket, and apparently scarcely less frightened at what she 
hi^ done than for her own personal safety. 

After gazing an instant with increasing consternation and 
alarm, as she beheld the now treble number of the enemy, she 
suddenly threw down her gun, and made a desperate push to un« 
bar the gate. 

" Nay, nay ! lady," exclaimed Warrington, leaping forward to 
her side, and placing his hands firmly upon the bars ; ^ this we 
cannot suffer now, though we intend you no harm," he continued 
in a gentler tone : ^ but you had better retire — this is no place 
for one of your sex. Mr. Selden, will you conduct her into the 
house ? " 

"Touch me not!" half shrieked the baffled and maddened 
girl, shrinking from the touch of Selden, who now approached, 
and offered to lead her to the house ; " touch me not, villain -— 
monster ! " 

" Be calm — calm your fears, dear lady ! " said Selden, in a 
soothing and respectful tone, " will you hear me ? Will you look 
me in the face ? There I do I appear like a villain ? Now hear 
me : although we may try to restore these possessions to their 
former, and, as we believe, rightful owners, yet, in doing this, we 
would not willingly injure a single man of the defenders — much 
less a female. Be prevailed on, then, to retire, and I pledge 
myself, on the honor of a gentleman, that no hair of your head 
shall be injured." 

During this address, the kind and tender manner of which 
seemed to strike unexpectedly on her ears, she turaed, and look- 
ing full upon the manly and handsome face of Selden, a change 
passed over her agitated countenance. Her overtasked nerves 
gave way, and her assumed nature melting away into its original 
softness, like a storm of March dissolving into the tears of April, 
she burst into a fit of hysteric weeping, and now suffered herself 
to be conducted unresistingly into the house. 

By this time Donald and his men, who, on hearing the report 
of the musket just fired, as they were making a stand behind the 
last log-heap of their line of defence, hastily discharged a parting 
round at the enemy, and fled for the works, had reached the en- 
closure; and the former was now vociferating the watchword, 
and rattling away at the gate for admittance. Meanwhile, Jones 
with his detachment, being apprised that his friends were in pos- 
session of the works by a handkerchief which the latter had, as 
a precx)ncerted signal, hung on a comer picket, rushed on after 
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the retreating Scotchmen on their way to the gate, intending to 
follow them so closely that they could have no time to reload* 
their guns before they should be compelled to surrender. 

Looking round and seeing his foes close upon him, Mcintosh 
redoubled his clamor to get in. 

^^ 0, why dinna ye open the gaet ? " exclaimed the impatient 
and distressed Highlander, still ignorant that any others were 
within than those he left there ; " thae feckfu* deevils are hard at 
our heels. *Och ! oigh ! Jessy, Jessy Reed ! is it my ain Colonel's 
dochter that wad be doylt at sic a time ? An' Zilpah, is your 
mistress dead, or ye a' fear't an' fasht thegither, that ye nae 
ken the coming o' us ? " 

" Your ladies are all safe in the house, my honest friend, cried 
out Warrington in reply, " but your quarters are now in posses- 
sion of other hands. You had better surrender, sir, as it will be 
of little use to contend against those who are now too strong for 
you, both within and without." 

The astonishment and dismay of the simple-minded Scotchman 
at the discovery that his foes had obtained a lodgment within his 
strong hold, was unbounded ; for, having perceived nothing wrong 
about his works at the time his attention was arrested by the 
report of the musket within them, and soon after seeing the man 
left outside by Warrington running out into the field, he supposed 
the gun was fired by the bold and wayward girl who had volun- 
teered for the service, only to apprise him that some one was 
round the outside of the works. And he and his men, having 
given a merry hurra ! for the braw lassie who frightened away 
the skulking trouper, had come on and reached the gate in the 
confident expectation that in another moment they should be 
safely ensconced within their works, and beyond the reach of all 
pursuers,. 

" Gude guide us ! " he ejaculated, looking hurriedly around 
him, while his countenance exhibited the very picture of per- 
plexity and distress ; ^ Gude guide us ! gor't by the rake-hells 
wi'in an' wi'out ! QMhat wad I do ! what wad I do I " 

" 1 11 jest tell yon what to do, you queer old divil I " sung out 
Jones, catching the last part of these exclamations, as he brought 
his men to a halt within two rods of the Scotchmen, who now, 
mechanically facing about, and presenting their fixed bayonets to 
their opponents, stood glumly awaiting the commands of their 
leader. " I will tell you what to do," he repeated, " you must 
knuckle to, old fellow. What 's the particular use in your stand- 
mg out against these six loaded rifles, to say nothing lils^the Cap- 
7 * . 
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tain and liis folks inside, if thej should take a notion to wake 
you up a little ? so I take it the cunningest thing you can do jest 
now is, for you all to throw down your guns and surrender." 

" Hoot awa' mon ! *' exclaimed Mcintosh, aroused by this fresh 
summons to surrender ; ^^ an' I rede ye '11 find wese fight and de« 
/end til the last drap o' our bluide ! Attention there I " he con« 
tinned, hastily turning to his men, ^ prime an' load I " 

Warrington now sternly repeated his demand for an immediate 
surrender; but the obstinate Highlander, knowing no way of 
obeying the military instruction of his Colonel, ^ to fight and de- 
fend," but to fight on at whatever odds, or whatever the conse- 
quences to him and his men, deigned no other answer to this 
repetition of the summons than by urging his men to despatch in 
loading their pieces. 

" What is to be done. Captain ? " coolly said Jones, calling to 
his superior, and at the same time giving a nod to his men, at 
which they all promptly cocked their rifies and brought them to 
their shoulders ; " speak tolerable quick, if you 've any orders, 
for they are about loaded, and we some rather give than take 
under all the circumstances." 

"Neither I" shouted Warrington, "do neither — knock up 
their guns ! disarm them ! grapple with them, and if too many 
for you, we *11 soon be among you." 

" A sudden, furious rush was now made by the Green Moun- 
tain Boys on their astonished antagonists, who, not dreaming of 
this mode of attack, and being busily intent on loading their 
guns, were taken by complete surprise, and to a great disadvan- 
tage to themselves. And before they had recovered from their 
astonishment sufiiciently to put themselves in a posture of defence, 
most of their guns were wrenched from their hands, their bodies 
seized round the waist, and some of them thrown to the ground ; 
while grappling man with man, all were instantly involved belter 
skelter, in the tremendous scuffle that now ensued. And although 
the Green Mountain Boys were now in the exercise of their 
favorite^athletics, and notwithstanding their great strength and 
suppleness of limb, they soon found that the entire subjection of 
these brawny and resolute Highlanders was no very easy task. 
Though thrown to the ground, they had to be held there ; though 
knocked down, they again rose to the fight, and though beaten, 
they yielded not And the victory had, perhaps, been even 
doubtful, had not Warrington now thrown open the gate, and 
come, with a fresh force, to the rescue. Then, indeed, it was not 
till they saw their leader lying bound and helpless on Uie ground. 
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ftat tbe pngnaei<ms Scotchmen could be broaght to say that thej 
yielded IhemselyeB prisoners. 

" I have na yielded yet, ye hogshontherin rap scallions ! ** 
roa^tsd Donald, scornfully, as he lay on the ground with scarcely 
a mjinber of his body, except his tongue, at liberty ; " I hae na 
yielded, an' as muckle rictory as ye think to mak it, ye sal never 
say th .b Donald Mcintosh ca'd himsel prisoner wi'oot first settling 
the conrHtions o' the surrender." 

^ " Whrt conditions would you have, brave Scot," asked War- 
rington, yrih great show of respect, as soon as he could be heard 
amidst the shouts of laughter that Allowed this ludicrous decla- 
ration of Hie vanquished leader. 

'* What conditions ? Why to be allowed to mMrch out wi' a' the 
honors o' war, an' a safe passport for thae wom^n an' a' the gear, 
an' property," implied Mcintosh, somewhat soothed by the 
respectful mannei ^jf the other. 

" And will you quietly yield up the place and depart, if we 
will allow you these conditions ? " rejoined Warrin^n, evidently 
disposed to humor the fallen warrior in his laughal^ demand. 

" We wacl bide thae terms of surrender," replied the other, 
" an' ye hae the word o' Donald Mcintosh til (he bargain." 

" We will let the man have his way for the bravery he haa 
shown," said Warrington, turning to his men. ♦* Tske away their 
ammunition, but restore them their guns, and unbind their leader. 
Now Captain Mcintosh, arise — parade your men, and conduct 
the surrender in such manner as suits yotir {Measure." 

Deeply impressed wij^ a sense of what he deemed ihe hoaoir 
of his profession required in surrendering so important a military 
post of the king, as he considered this, Mcintosh arose, formed 
his men, marched into the enclosure, halted, faced about, sent a 
corporal to bring out the ladies and place them in the rear, 
marched out again, grounded arms, and, with an air of great 
formality and consequence, pronounced himself and followers 
prisoners of war, to depart on parole, to serve no more on this 
coast during the war. « 

Warrington, from his knowledge of the nadonal diaracter of 
his prisoners, entertaining no doubts of their fidelity in strictly 
observing all the stipulations of their leader, now cordially invited 
them to remain at the post through the night. And the invitation 
being as cordially accepted, both parties, within an hour, were 
commin^ng in the greatest amity and good feeling, the G-reen 
Mountain Boys secretly elated with their success in reducing this 
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strong hold of the Yorkers, aod tlieir late opponents resting 
satisfied with the gallant efforts thej had made in its defence. 

The next daj, the vanqaished, availing themselves of the 
permission granled tliem by Uie victors, conveyed all the mov- 
able property d their master on board several large batteaux, 
which had been kept there for the purpose of exporting lumber 
or other products of the farm, and set sail down the Creek for 
St Johns, or some one of Colonel Reed's possessions on the York 
side of the lake, near its northern extremity. 

Thus terminated this unique and curious contest, which proved 
to be the last one of any magnitude that occurred between the 
New Hampshire grantees and the Yorkers, for the possession of 
the soil within the disputed territory. The place being thus 
left in the hands of the Green Mountain Boys, they immediately 
reinstated the owners and former occupants, and soon after, 
strengthening and enlarging- the defences into a more regular 
fortress, they posted a small, permanent force there to prevent 
so important \ position from falling agun into the hands of the 
Yorkers, or any new set of minions which the late military 
aggressor might see fit to send on for a second forcible seizure. 
No further attempt, however, was made to wrest the place from 
their hands ; nor did any of the late offenders ever make their 
appearance in the place, except the brave and bonest^ though 
strangely mistaken Mcintosh, who, indeed, after a while return^ 
but with views not a little altered : For becoming by some means 
undeceived as to the nature of his late trust, and being exces- 
sively mortified at the developmenl^ which robbed him, in his 
own estimation, of nearly all the glory he had gained in defending 
it, he seemed to have forsworn the military, for a more quiet 
profession. And purchasing a farm in the neighborhood, he 
settled down upon it, and, in the peaceable pursuits of agriculture, 
spent the remainder of an unusually long life, no less respected 
for scrupulous honesty, than distinguished for the whimsical 
absurdities that occasionally mf^rked his ponduct.* 

But there is one of the conquered band whom we have no 
notion of disposing of in so summary a manner — we mean the 
heroine of the party— the spirited, wild, wayward, and beautiful 
Jessy Reed, who was, indeed, no other than the daughter of the 
usurping Colonel. The singularity, of the position which our 
band found hex occupying at this place, and the attending drcum- 

t McIntQsh died in the to^ of Panton, Yt^ near the plac$ gf the exploits 
here described, in the year 131^^ X thinly. 
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stances, we will give her an opportunity of hereafter explaining, 
and content ourselves for the present with a few words respecting 
her destination, and the manner of her departure from the scene 
where she was introdnced to the reader. Instead d going with 
Mcintosh and his men to the north, she had expressed a wish to 
proceed to the residence of a family with whom her father wai 
intimate, living near the south end of the lake. But the large 
boats being all required to transport the effects, and the hands 
Deeded to man them, an open skiff, and one man to row it, were 
the only accommodations that could well be afforded her. Still 
she persisted in her determination. But should she be permitted 
to embark with no more attendants ? The air of extreme novelty 
attending this singular girl, together with her personal attractions, 
had from the first made a strong impression on the mind of Selden. 
He began with playing the soother — succeeded, and became her 
attendant, the evening after the affiray, in a twilight walk along 
the banks of the Otter, during which he was as much surprised 
at the exhibition of intelligence and wit, into which he had art- 
fuUy drawn ber, as charmed and interested with her beauty, and 
a certain piquancy and dash of romance which nature and a semi- 
military education had thrown into her character. But how for 
this interest was reciprocated, he had no means of judging. And 
should he now offer to become her attendant on her proposed 
voyage through the lake, would the offer be received ? Would 
she suffer to attend her one of those who had wrested away her 
father^s possessions ; one from whom she yesterday recoiled as 
from the touch of a vipei^ branding him with the epithets of 
villain and monster? Sudden metamorphoses are no miracles 
in this changing world, thought Selden, and a failure in this case 
shall not happen from the want of an attempt He delicately 
made the proposal. She hesitated, blushed a Httle, and accepted 

" Was ever woman in such hunor woo*d 1 " 



CHAPTER Yn. 



* iLnd I BcOdBka, Ifll I am oU, 
A fldrer BHid iImO B»>«r bdKM ~ 



And tfaoa, th» apirik of Omb aU ! 



A wmw miles &om the eastern side of Lake Champlain, and 
nearlj opposite to Crown Point, where now moulder the ruins of 
one of the oldest fortresses in North America, a bald, jagged and 
desolate looking peak, known bj the ungracious appellation of 
Snake Mountain, stands drowning over the surrounding levels in 
solitary and repulsive grandeur. This detached and l^j moun« 
tain, beang the highest and indeed the only eminence of any mag- 
nitude, in all that ext^isive and beautiful tract of country lying 
between the lake and Otter Creek for the last thirty miles of its 
course, served among the settlers, before roads were mudi opened 
in this part of the wilderness, as a guide, or land mark, ^r all 
those who had occasion to travel the woodlands in this vicinity. 
And Warrington, after safely establishing his friends in their 
possessions at the Lower Falk, andg^espatching a small band (^ 
his forces in pursuit of the York Surveyor, repaired, with the 
remainder of his men, to the western brow of this mountain, as 
a rendezvous to which his whole party were to assemble when 
the surveyor was secured, proposing to employ the interim in 
making observations preparatory to some contemplated operations 
in the neighborhood of the place. He was, as the reader has 
already been apprised, the owner, under a New Hampshire Grant, 
of a considerable body of wild land, lying along the shore of the 
lake, upon a part of which, he had been informed, some one had 
entered under color of a York title. And as the tract of land in 
question was situated between this mountain and the lake, it was 
now his intention to ascertain whether the information he had 
received was correct, and, if found to be so, to take measures for 
ejecting the intruder, who^ name even was unknown to him. 
With this object in view, our leader, leaving his men to prepare 
• shelter for their temporary quarters, took his rifle, and set off 
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alone through the woods in the direction in which the improve* 
ments of the supposed intruder were said to be located. After 
travelling $ome miles in this direction, he arrived at the top of 
the last offset, in the lakeward slope of the country, before reach- 
ing the shore, which now appeared a short distance in fixmt, 
wMle an opening of considerable extent became visible on the 
leil. Approaching the skirt of this opening, and carefully no- 
ticing the natural land marks around it, he soon b#came convinced 
that the whole clearing, with all the improvements, was embraced 
within the boundaries described in his own patent Having* sat- 
isfied himself in this respect, he now turned his attention more 
particularly to the improvements themselves, and felt a degree of 
surprise on witnessing their comparative extent and superiority 
over the rest of those of this recently settled country. The house 
was uncommonlv neat and comfortable in its i^>pearance, and 
very pleasantly situated on the green and graduated margin oi a 
beautiful little brook, that meandered, with many a glittering cas- 
cade, through a smooth meadow, and entered the woods a few 
rods below the spot where he stood. The out-house, bam, gar- 
den, and every thing around, were in good keeping — all going 
to furnish unequivocal indication, that enterprise, taste, and some 
degree of wealth, had here been employed. Much did Warring- 
ton wonder who could be the enterprising occupant, who had 
accomplished all this in so short a time, and still more, that it 
could have been done without more particular intelligence reach- 
ing him respecting it But whoever he might be, it was not 
probable that he would part with such fair possessions without a 
struggle ; and as a garrison was near, the troops of which were 
understood to be in the York interest, and stood ready, doubt- 
less, to protect the intruder, Warrington at once saw that a con- 
siderable force might be "necessary to disposses him, and even 
should the attempt be successfully made, the same force might be 
required to be permanently stationed there to defend it After 
revolving this subject in his mind awhile, he concluded to defer 
it for further consideration, and perhaps for a consultation with 
his companions ; and now dismissing liie matter from his mind, 
he again gave his attention to the inviting prospect around him. 
The day was bright and tranquil ; the bahny breath of spring, 
wafted over flowering field and budding forest, was dallying 
with the whispering pines above, thus gratifying one sense with 
delicious odors, and soothing another with the soft and dying 
murmurs of JEolian melody. The long tract of the fiir stretch- 
ing waters of the lake, sleeping in the rays of the descending 
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son, shone with dazzling hrightness, which, at intervals, was beaa 
tifiiEy relieved by the dark green islands which studded the glit 
tering expanse. The sloping uplands beyond, which reanimating 
nature was just beginning to dothe in the green vesture of sum- 
mer, rose up from the long line of nodding pines that lined the 
western margin of the lake, in beautiful perspective, each indi- 
vidual feature of the landscape becoming more and more indis- 
tinct in the mellowing distance, till the view was terminated by 
the last long ridge of climacteric mountains, whose tall ice-clad 
peaks, fiercely flashing in the sun, were marked in bold outlines 
against the cloudless blue of tiie heavens. A solitary flag was 
waving over the massy and frowning waUs of the opposite for* 
tress, on which the Mene Tekd had already been traced by the 
unseen hand that writes the destinies of nations : for the emblem 
lion, that there now proudly floated on the breeze, and glorying 
in his strength and prowess, seemed bidding defiance to the world, 
was doomed, before many revolving suns had finished their daily 
course, to be plucked down by those, who were alike fearless in 
their resistance to oppression, whether coming from a sister colony 
or a parent country. 

While Warrington, who was an enthusiastic admirer of nature, 
with whom he particularly loved to commune in the solitudes of 
the forest, where her empire was undisturbed by the works of 
art, was giving his soul to the magnificent prospect before him, 
he was recalled from his reverie by the light plashing of oars 
in the waters below. And turning his eyes in the direction of 
the sound, he indistinctly discerned through the trees a small 
skiff approaching the shore of the lake, rowed by a single person, 
who, on reaching his landing, drew up his boat, and, a&r taking 
out of it a gun, ascended the bank. As he emerged from the 
thick underwood that skirted the shore into the more open forest^ 
and advanced into the higher grounds, Warrington soon dis- 
covered, from his uniform, that he was a soldier, or some subal- 
tean, from the fort, who had come over, he concluded, in search 
of the partridge, or other light game, with which the woods here 
very plentifully abounded. The man still continued leisurly to 
advance into the forest till he had reached the runlet before men- 
tioned ; when something on his right, in the direction of the 
clearing, seemed suddenly to attract his notice. "And, after pau- 
sing awhile in apparent doubt and indecision, he began somewhat 
cautiously, and with an air of hesitation, to move forward towards 
the object which had arrested his attention, and which he still 
appeared to keep anxiously in view. Our leader, who in the 
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■leanwlule kept his stand unobserredy supposing the other had 
sprung some game at which he was endeavoring to obtain s/avor- 
able shot^ continued, with a sort of listless curiositj, to waich his 
motions, till he had passed out of sight behind an intervening 
copswood of low firs, that thicklj extended along the slope, some 
hfljf dozen i^bds from the clearing. In a few moments, and as 
the former yet stood patiently listening for the report of the ex- 
pected shot, the voice of a female, coming from the quarter to 
which his attention was directed, and uttering a slight cry, as of 
mingled surprise and alarm, reached his ear. The voice of the 
man was next heard in the earnest, though flurried tones of 
seeming entreaty, which appeared to be followed by a hasty 
movement towards the object addressed,— and in a moment 
more a piercing shriek rose wildly from the sp9t. Grasping his 
rifle, and plunging into the thicket, Warrington bounded down 
the hill with the speed of a wild deer towards the scene ; and in 
another instant the parties were revealed to his sight — a young 
lady of the most interesting exterior, with her hair loosened and 
falling in disorder over her neck and shoulders, and her flushed 
countenance eloquent with indignation and alarm, as with half 
averted face she struggled to free herself from the fellow, who, 
by a grasp of one hand on her garment, was endeavoring to 
detain her in her attempted flight. One glance at the victim of 
this, rude assault sufficed to tell the unexpecting and astonished 
Warrington that the fair original of that picture, which had been 
so long engraven on his heart, was before him, requiring his in- 
stant aid and protection. 

" Back ! ruflfian, back ! " exclaimed he, as with levelled piece 
he rushed upon the soldier, who stood mute and confounded 
before so unlooked for an apparition; ^^back! I say — unhand 
the lady, or you die on the spot ! " 

Quailing beneath the stem and withering glances of the other^ 
the abashed aggressor immediately relinquished his hold on the 
girl, and muttering a denial of any intentional wrong and a few 
curses at the interference of Warrington, shrunk away and dis- 
appeared in the woods. 

^< I am much indebted to you, sir," said the still agitated maiden, 
scarce audibly, her eyes timidly bent on the ground, as her 
protector now gently advanced to her side. 

"Miss Hendee" — said Warrington, hesitatingly, after an 
awkward silence of a moment; "do I not behold my former 
acquaintance. Miss Alma Hendee ? " 

^ Mr. Howard ! " exclaimed the girl, as with deep surprise she 
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now for the first time lifted her ejes to scan the features of hei 
before onrecognized deliverer. 

A slight fiush passed over the face of the other, on hearing him- 
self addressed bj that name, and he opened his lips as if to correct 
his fair friend, but a second thought seemed to repress the ex- 
pression of the first, and, quickly recovering from his hesitation, 
he observed, ^I litUe thougfit to have met you here. Miss 
Hendee. I could almost forgive the wretch who caused you this 
fright, since he has been the means of my meeting again with 
one whom I have never ceased to remember with pleasure. But 
you have companions near, surely ? " 

^ No nearer than the house, from which I wandered down the 
run just now, and, tempted by these flowrets peeping up along 
the banks, extended my ramble, perhaps imprudently, thus far 
into the woods.** 

^And is this fair situation, then, your home — the residence 
of your father ? " 

^ Certainly, it is," replied Miss Hendee, resuming her natural 
cheerfulness ; " why, surely, Mr. Howard, you did not suppose I 
had turned wood-nymph to wander in the forests, and house in 
the caves — did you ? " 

" I hardly knew what to think, for it never occurred to me 
that the father of Alma Hendee could be in possession of this 
beautiful opening." 

"And why not, my dear sir ? Why, we have been here these 
three years. And if we have not made the wilderness blossom 
like the rose, we have at least got so far as to make the rose 
blossom in the wilderness — come, you shall attend me home, 
and see what a pretty flower-garden I have in progress." 

" To the opening, at least," responded Warrington, obeying 
the motions of his fair companion. 

" And now, sir," resumed the latter gaily, as they proceeded 
on their way, " having answered your questions, let me be the 
catechist awhile, will you ? And in the first place, from what 
cloud so opportunely dropped my gallant deliverer, just at the 
parUcular moment he was wanted ? " 

\*^^' ftMi an inhabitant of the Green Mountain settlement, 
though not of this vicinity," answered the other ; « and you see,** 
he continued, smilingly pointing to his rifle, "that my old pro^ 
pensities still hang about me ; and for the present you must take 
this as an explanation of my wandering into this section of the 
country. I had just arrived at the border of the woods up 
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jronder, and was viewing your deHghtfiil situation, when your 
cries brought me to your side." 

^ I am half ashamed of the noise I made," rejoined the lady^ 
^ and I presume it was unnecessary. He has occasionally been 
at our house ; and how far he considered himself T^arranted on 
such an acquaintance to obtrude himself as he did, I know not 
But being startled by the fellow's unexpected appearance, and 
uncertfun, from his hesitating and equivocal manner, what might 
be the nature of the proposfds, which he -said he wished to make, 
and which at last he seemed determined I should stop to hear, 
I became much alarmed, I will confess ; though I should feel 
excessively mortified to have any stir made about it. I hope 
you will not mention the affair to my father when we get home r " 

" Certainly not, if it is your wish — that is, I would not, if I 
were to see him," replied Warrington, pausing, as they now 
came into the open field. 

" But surely, sir, you wiU go to the house ? My father will 
be very much pleased to renew his acquaintance with his Doctor 
Hunter, as he would always persist in calling you." 

" Tour kind invitation, believe me. Miss Hendee, is most 
gratefully received; but I think it would. hardly be advisable 
for me at this time to accept it" 

"And why not? — so near, and not visit us? I know my 
fiftther will be delighted to see you, and have yon spend several 
days with us — particularly so, I imagine, at the present time, 
when he is not without apprehensions of an attack from the 
Green Mountain Boys, as they call them. Why, did you know 
that a band of these men have, for several days past, been 
ravaging tbe settlement along Otter Creek, headed by that 
terrible fellow. Captain Warrington ? " 

" I heard," replied the other, confused and stammering at this 
unexpected question, and the commentary on his own character 
which he perceived it involved in the mind of his fair companion, 
**I heard — that is, I was aware that the person you mention 
had come into this part of the country. But your father need 
be under no apprehensions on that account;" he continued, 
regaining his composure " for I think I can very safely answer 
for Warrington, that neither he, nor any of his followers, shall 
ever disturb the father of Alma Hendee." 

" You can ! can you ? But why couple my name so very 
oddly with that of this fearful man ? — I do not fully comprehend 
— - 1 know there are two parties in this settlement, and I suppose 
he and his company pretend to be acting for the New Hampshire 
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parfy. Ferliapft 5fou belong to thifl JMu^y and know him, wad 
can inflnencehim in our i^half? Oh! if you would! — But 
oome, do go to the house with me, and asaure my fatiier of this.^ 

"Not now — another time— perhaps to-morrow, I may visit 
you — that is if "-^ and Warrington paused and hc^tated, as if 
doubtful whether to proceed, while, with a waiting and wondering 
expressicm, the girl stood earnestly looking him in the &oe« 
"Miss Hendee," he at length resumed, somewhat pensivdy, 
"you lefl the place, which afforded me the pleasure of your 
acquaintance, unexpectedly, ^- quite so to me. On my return, a 
day or two after our last interview, to my great disappointment, 
I found you wert gone — whither, I was never able to disco vcr.** 

"We intended you no disrespect, however, Mr. Howard, in 
leaving thus unceremoniously,'' replied the girl, exchanging the 
free and cordial, for a more guarded and distant manner, as if 
she instinctively anticipated what was to follow. " My father, 
who as you was aware, had then become able to resume his 
journey, gained some ii^ormation f rom a traveller, who called in 
your absence, which led him to determine on leaving the place 
the next morning. I certainly should have been happy €U that 
time to see you again and apprise you of our departure. 

" At that time,*' rejoined the other, catching the emphasis, and 
slowly, and with a tone of disappointment, repeating the expres- 
sion, "at that time,'* — and have Miss Hendee's feelings, then, 
changed 49ince I last saw her ? " 

" I then esteemed you, Mr. Howard, much — very much, in- 
deed," she evasively replied, looking down, while her fingers were 
busy in tearing a little flower that she had plucked by the way : 
"I thought highly of you — very ; and I still know not why I 
should not regard you with the same respect" 

" Retpect, my dear Miss Hendee, is a term that faPs coldly on 
the ears of those who are looking, or at least hoping, for a warmer 
expression. You were sensible, were you not, that, at the time 
to which we have been alluding, I was cherishing for you a ten<* 
derer sentiment?" 

" I had no right to understand so," tremulously replied the 
lovely listener, the quick heavings of whose bosom plainly told 
the tumult that had been awakened within ; " you certainly made 
no professions that would warrant me in sudbi a belief." 

"Miss Hendee," resumed the other, after a pause, " you were, if 
I rightly understood your character, as I presume you are now, a 
frank and ingenuous girL May I then not hope, that, in kindness 
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to me, you irill give a frank answer to a question which I would 
ai^ you?** 

" If a proper one." 

^ If then a profession, which I intended to ha^e made 70a, had 
opportunity been allowed, were to be made now, are Uiere more 
obstacles now, than then, to prevent it being ^eivorably received ? ^ 

She made no reply, and Warrington, stealing a glance at her 
averted face, perceiv^ that her eyes were sufiniBed with tears. 

^ There is indeed, then, one between us," at length said the 
other sadly. 

^ There is," was the reply in a tone of regret, which should 
have satisfied even the monopolizing heart of a lover. But love 
with men, oftener than otherwise wholly blind to policy, is rarely 
content to rest satisfied with those indirect expressions and del- 
icate intimations, which are a surer proof of its existence in the 
female heart than t&e most open declarations, and, absurdly cra- 
ving more, is not unfrequently compelled to put up with less. It 
was thus with our lover as he rejoined — 

^ May I not have the happiness to hear those lips declare tliat 
my affection has been in some measure reciprocated?" 

Still there was no reply. 

"Am I to understand," resumed Warrington, "that Miss 
Hendee has pledged her hand irrevocably ? And can it be that 
she has pledged herself too for a union into which her heart can 
never enter ? " 

" What have I said, Mr. Howard," replied the giri, looking up 
wiUi the air of ofiended pride, " to warrant such questions ? 
With some, perhaps, I might not be slow to resent your intima- 
tion. And as it is," she continued with great dignity, " you will 
hold me excused, I trust, for declining to. commune further on a ^ 
subject, which should now be as uninteresting to you, as it is 
emban^Btssing, and even^painful to me." 

" Surely, surely I dearest lady, you cannot believe that I would 
intentionally oflend ? " said the disconcerted lover. " We will, 
however, dismiss this subject for the present, if so unpleasant" 

" For the present, and forever ! " 

" If it must be 80 ^ — and yet " — 

" No more, no more — I know not even that I have done right 
in listening to what you have already said, or remaining here 
so long. You will now receive my adieu, and excuse my imme* 
diate return." 

" One moment yet — you will not deny me another interview ?*' 
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" At my father's bouse, and in my father's presence, most oer* 
tainly not" 

" Even on these hard conditions, I will, then, soon seek it— 
cruel one, adieu." 

" Adieu ! " responded the beauteous girl, as, tripping lightly 
away, she looked back with a smile so eloquently sweet, that it 
erased in an instant the effect of every frown she had given, and 
every negative she had uttered, from the mind of her repulsed, 
but not despairing lover. 

The progress we have now made in our story makes it neces- 
sary *to recur to some incidents of an earlier date, connected with 
several of our leading personages, and having a bearing on the 
events yet to follow : — 

Some three or four years previous to the events just related, 
and when the settlers were first meditating an open resistance 
to the authorities of New York, it became an object with the for- 
mer to ascertain how far the government of that province was 
there sustained in its attempted aggression on the Grants, by the 
feelings and opinions of the people at large — whether, indeed, 
there did not exist among that people, especially those living 
near the disputed territory, a considerable degree of sympathy 
for the settlers in their unrighteous persecutions. For in the 
event of such a sympathy, the latter believed that the meditated 
resistance might be ventured upon with safety, or with safety, at 
least, when compared with a case where the feelings of the peo- 
ple were enlisted on the side of the government It was there- 
fore determined that an emissary should be sent into the part of 
New York lying contiguous to the Grants, who, travelling in dis- 
guise, or with disguised objects, should endeavor to ascertain the 
true sentiments and feelings of the people on this subject : and 
Warrington was the person selected for this delicate, though 
important enterprise. Accordingly setting out alone with his 
rifie, and travelling on foot under the assumed name of Howard, 
and in the character of a hunter and herbalist, he travelled all 
that section of the country into which he had been particularly 
sent, calling at almost every house in his course and mingling 
with all companies and classes in pursuing the objects of his 
secret mission. And it was while on this excursion, that he acci- 
dentally formed the interesting acquaintance, of which the reader 
has already been apprised. Happening on one of the main roads 
leading from the east to Albany, he was overtaken by a gentle- 
man and lady in a carriage, travelling towards the last mentioned 
place. They had passed by him but a few rods, however, before 



tk 



THE GREEN MOtJKTAlN BOYS. 87 

the horse suddenly took fright and overturned the carriage, by 
which the man was seriously hurt, though the lady fortunately 
escaped with little injury. Springing forward to their aid, War- 
rington, after securing the horse with no little difficulty and dan- 
ger, turned his attention to the travellers, who proved to be a 
father anj daughter, of the name of Hendee. Assisting the 
wounded man into his vehicle, and placing his daughter by his 
side to support him, he attended them, leading the horae, to the 
nearest habitation, which was a poor inn not far from the place 
of the accident. And having formerly been placed in circum- 
stances in which he had gained considerable practical knowledge 
of medicine, he, in the absence of a regular physician in that 
thinly settled country, undertook the cure of the invalid himself, 
dosely attending him till he became convalescent, and repeating 
his visits, at short intervals, during the two or three weeks that 
elapsed befifre the patient was able to resume his journey. And 
it was during these visits, in which he had evidently found great 
&vor in the eyes of both father and daughter, by the kindness 
and delicacy of his attentions, that he had contracted an intimacy 
with the latter, which soon passed the ordinary boundaries of 
friendship, and ripened into that blissful state of the affections, 
which constitutes, perhaps, the most purely happy period in the 
course of love — when the feelings of parties are tacitly under- 
stood and appreciated by each other, before an open avowal 
occurs to throw with its business like aspect, the first shade of 
earth over this paradise of the heart. It was at this interesting 
stage of the intimacy that Warrington returned one day, after a 
longer absence than usual, and found, to his great disappointment 
and regret, that Hendee and his daughter had departed the day 
before, without leaving any note or message, as he then could 
learn, explanatory of their unannounced, and, to him unexpected 
departure. Believing from this, that he might have been perhaps, 
deceived in regard to the nature and extent of the interest, whi(;h 
he had flattered himself he had created in the bosom of Miss 
Hendee, and feeling a little piqued at this appearance of neglect 
on the part of both father and daughter, he soon ceased his un- 
availing enquiries concerning the family. And he had never 
heard anything further respecting them, or received the slightest 
information of the place of their subsequent residence, except 
the vague and uncertain information wMch he gathered in Ins 
adventure at the subterraneous abode before described, from 
that time to the present hour, when, to his utter surprise, he 
found them located on his owa ;'tBnd. A^id now having no 
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tospieion that they were oonscioua of intruding on the rightt 
of another, and last of all, his own, in taking up this place 
under a York patent, and still cherishing all his former sen- 
timents for the daughter, whose heart he believed he still 
retained notwithstanding the claims of' another to her hand, he 
resolved to relinquish his right to the land, and even keep his 
ownership, if possible, a secret from the family, while he should 
prosecute his suit with the girl, at least till he had unravelled 
the mystery that now seemed to hang over her, and become better 
satisfied of the hopelessness of his case. 

. Revolving this subject in his mind, he returned to his encamp- 
ment, and announced to his wondering companions, that he should 
have no occasion to employ them in the afiair which, as they were 
apprised, he had been to investigate. 



CHAPTER Vm. 



<* Let OS be amjuDctlTe in our refenge." 

"'Tiftliieky! I e«& work my porposM, 
White seeming bat to do the state a serrioe." 



Pbrhafs there is no kind of hatred, that finds luurbor in tba 
human breast, more deadly and inveterate than that which is en- 
tertained by the perpetrators of base actions against those who 
have detected them in guilt Nor does the degree of inveteracy 
with which this fiendish feeling is secretly cherished by the for« 
mer, appear to be very often lessened by any forbearance which 
may be exercised by the latter in not exposii^ their baseness, or 
bringing them to punishment. We will not detain the reader, 
however, with any speculations of our own on this dark and 
somewhat singular leaf in the history of the human passions, 
but leave the sul^ect to be illustrated by those incidents of our 
story, by which these remarks were here suggested. 

When the discomfited soldier retreated from the presence of 
Warrington and the rescued maiden, he concealed himself in a 
thicket, from which he could espy the movements of the couple 
till they separated. And when this had taken place, he proceed- 
ed directly to his boat,, and, entering it, pushed for the opposite 
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Bliore, plying his oars with a sort of nervous and spiteful energj, 
as if impelled by the commingling feelings of chagrin and 
revenge, that were working within him at the thoughts of his 
defeat, and the consciousness that he had disgraced hnnself for- 
ever in tl^e eyes of the girl, as well as exposed himself to the 
contempt and abhorrence of her deliverer. 

" Fool ! fool ! " he angrily muttered to himself, as he urged his 
skiff through the waters, which, as if in mockery at the daiic 
turmoil of Ids breast, were now sparkling in cheerful brightness 
in the rays of the setting sun ; " stupid fool, to think a timid girl 
would hsten to me in such a place ! and more fool still to manage 
80 blunderingly as to alarm her, when, if I had begun right, I 
might have told her all, or at least found out whether she would 
have made it to my advantage to do it And then to mend the 
matter, I must try, in my eagerness, to stop her ! which brought 
down that cursed interloper upon me, as if the old boy sent 
him just at that moment to make an affair out of the trifle ! I 
wonder what they supposed I wanted to do ? — that is plain, how- 
ever, what they thought ; but they are mistaken : Bill Darrow 
for once is accused of what he is not guilty ! ha ! ha ! aint that 
a curiosity ! "Well, the plan, like every woman plan I ever laid, 
is all blown to the devil now, I suppose ; though I can yet bring 
it about with the old man, if I choose. But that scoundrel, d — n 
him ! whoever he may be, I 'U dog him to the death, but I '11 pay 
him for his rascally interference I " 

While thus reasoning and raving by turns, in the way of 
soothing his smarting feelings, he had nearly reached his destined 
landing, a small cove about a furlong north of the fort, when he 
caught a glimpse of a man standing among the bushes on the 
shore, apparently awaiting the approach of the boat, 

" Ah ! who have we here ? ** resumed the desperado, as, shad- 
ing his eyes with his hand from the blinding rays of reflected 
' light that fell in his face, he threw a scrutinizing glance at the 
person of the other ; " why ! can it be ? — it is — Jake Sherwood 
himself! What in the devil's name brought him here just at *this 
time ? Ah I my dear fellow, you may thank your good stars, 
and evil ones, that you are not by this %ie pretty devilishly well 
dished ! But can he have mistrusted my good will ? No, no ! — 
the secret is stiU my own, and for the present shall remain so, as 
my best stock in trade. Yet what can he want with me ? Some 
Beelzebub errand to be done, I H warrant me ! Well, he shall 

Jty roundly for doing it, besides shelling out something more 
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than promises on the old goore, or 111 jet pttt him in a spot he 
will little relish, I am thinking." 

" Well, Darrow," said Sherwood, as the former now reached 
the shore, and, pulling np his hoat, mounted the hank ; '< sporting 
a little over yonder this aflemoon, eh ? What luck ? None ! 
Well, that is the way sometimes. But come, take a seat on this 
old log here, in the hushes. I should like a little talk with you ; 
so lay aside that grim scowl of yours, and be sociable once, if 
you can." 

^^ Sociable I hum ! I should like to know who in hell could feel 
sociable, or wear a decent face, while his conscience is loaded 
down with 'Such soul-damning secrets as these of yours." 

" My secrets ! ha ! ha ! — as if they were not yours, too !•" 

" And they may be somebody's else, too, unless you mend your 
manners, and show yourself a little more liberal than you have 
been lately, Jake Sherwood- But what brings you here now, 
and what would you have with me ? " 

''Oh, nothix^ jrery special — nothing of any great conse- 
quence " — 

" Nothing very special, hey ? When did Jake Sherwood, or 
his father before him, ever call on Bill Darrow without a special 
object, I should like to know ? " 

" Well, well, supposing I have an errand, what then ? — what 
is there so out of the way in that, you surly one ? " 

" Why, nothing out of the way, but exactly in the way, as I 
said. But what is the use of puttering with your round about 
1 noim^ hina? — out with it I " 

' '♦*t)M!Tow," said the other, after glancing about him as if to 
make ssiru that there was no one within hearing ; " there are sev- 
eral of the York outlaws prowling about Otter Creek. We came 
Dear seizing them a few days ago at Lake Dunmore, though they 
e4jcape(l us, and that was not all — but no matter — they, day 
before yesterday, went down the Creek to the Lower Falls, and 
took, and» laid waste Colonel Heed's plantation there. And their 
leader, one Warrington, with part of his gang, has since moved 
off somewhere in this direction. Now there is a reward of about 
two hundred crowns t(y|)e had for taking this fellow. I have had 
my eye on him some time, and now I have some particular 
reasons for wishing him secured." 

" What a kind of a looking fellow is he ? " asked Darrow, with 
considerable interest. Do you know him by sight?" 

" Yes — a tall, square built, and rather good looking fel 
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thai is, he xmght appear so to one who did not know him for a 
Bcooxidrel." 

^ The smne, by heavens ! ** exclaimed Darrow, after musing a 
moment. *^^ Yes, he must be the verj fellow I saw not two hours 
ago, as I was skirting along Captain Hendee's clearing over 
yonder. He was walking wiSi a woman near the woods." 

^ How ! what woman ? — not Ahna Hendee ? " 

« Cant say.'' 

" No, no, it must have been the maid — and yet— but confound 
the aud^oos scoundrd, how came he there, and so soon ao- 
quamted with either maid or mistressi unless my suspicions are 
right ? " 

" All ihat you can answer as well as I — though come to think 
more about the wcnnan's nrake and gear. 111 be hanged if I do n't 
believe that it was the old man's daughter.' 

" Fire and furies I it must be so." 

** Why, what are you so wrathy about ? " said Darrow, with a 
malicious smile. ^' You are not afraid the fellow will run away 
with your girl, are you, Jake ? " 

"My girll who told you so? Not mine, unless I please, 
I would have you to know! No, no, sir, no fear of tha 
poltroon in that. But still I can't exactly comprehend the move- 
ment. If he was reconnoitering with a view to ousting the old 
man, would he be walking out so funiliarly with his daughter ? 
It do n't look like it — no, it means something else, which must 
the sooner be seen to. Joid thanks to the rascal's boldness, he 
has put his fate in my power quicker than I expected." 

" How — in what way ? " 

" Why, don't you see, Bill ? " said Sherwood, turning with a- 
familiar and coaxing air to the minion, " do n't you see how easily . 
he can be entrapped, if he remaini at Hendee's . to-night, or 
repeats his visit ? " 

" Ay, but how would you manage the business ? " 

^You are a sergeant "— take a file of men, go over^ surround 
the house and take him. Your superior wont object." 

** But how am I to know whea he is to be found there ? " 

** I will go over myself, reconnoiter^ soon as dark, without 
idiowing myself to alarm him, and if I nid the game be there, I 
will mfd^e a torch signal Bt the landing. You must keep watch, 
and as soon as you see the'iight, come over with your men. If 
he is not there to-night, he will be soon : Alma Hendee is not a 
ja^ to bft once seen and draw no second visit. Yes, by the 
jflBlKB o£ darkness, I have him at last 1 But supposing he does 
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not come into this trap, he certainly is prowling somewhere near; 
and you can prowl too, Bill. And — at the last pinch — yoo are 
a good rifle shot, I think, Darrow ? " 

^ Ha ! ha ! out at last, then I I thought it would finally come 
to that Jake Sherwood, you are a book that I can read by 
looking on the cover." 

" Then you know what I would have you do.** 

**yes, but where would be the reward in that case? The 
Yorkers do n't pay for heads that have been bored, do they ? ** 

" The governor's proclamation do n't say delivered cdivey but 
only delivered. But whatever question there might be about 
that in some case-s, there shall be no failure in this. I have 
influence enough at head quarters to see that your bill is footed, 
if you bring thas about, in any shape." 

"And you will do it?" 

" Upon honor." , 

" Upon interest, you mean." 

" Upon both, if you please." 

" That will do, and for this d — ^n'd good reason — if the security 
%8 weak, I know of that which can easily be made to enforce the 
bargain. Jake Sherwood, I am your man." 

" Now that looks like a cheerful good will, without your usual 
drawback of grumbling. Well, we understand each other, do 
we?" 

" Hum ! a d — ^n'd sight too well, Jake ! " 

" Why, ^e part friends, do n't we ? " 

" Yes, and it rests with you whether we remain so. But I 
must be back to the fort. And as it is getting dusk, you go 
directly over, I suppose ? " 

f," Soon — but you understand that we are to try to cage him 
at Hendee's first. Remen^r to look out for the signal ! " 

«Ay, ay!" 

" Yes, my suspicions were right about him and the girl," sftil- 
oquized the plotting agent, after the departure of his reekless 
minion. " But never mind, I have put the bloodhound on the 
scent ; and if the animal do n't forget his own nature, in addition 
to putting a stop to thij business, I shall soon have the pleasure 
of seeing that haughty leader of these savage rebels atone for 
every blow which he caused to be inflicted on me at that accursed 
lake ! And that jeering lieutenant and all the rest, reward or no 
reward, shall have their turn next. And then their executioner, 
if I can contrive to make the hated scoundrel such, must^ 
made in some shape to follow them. Perhaps, however, h^ " 
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be disposed of in the war said to be brewing. At all events, he 
b too dangerous a fellow to mj interests to be suffered to remain 
bere long, to say nothing of the insults whrch I am compelled to 
bear, and seem to take in goo4 part, from his devil's tongue. I 
wonder, though, what made him undertake this dangerous busi- 
ness so readily? — the reward, I suppose; — well, let him have 
it, revenge is dearer to me than money. But perhaps I can con- 
trive to get both — if I could but manage, after securing this 
renegade Captain to make Darrow and some of the rest mutual 
executioners — ha I that would be glorious I But of that here- 
after, now for the first object." 

So saying, and partially arousing himself from his reverie, he 
proceeded along the shore a few rods to a point where he had 
left his skiff, and, entering it, began to pull slowly for the resi- 
dence, on the opposite shore, ^ready described, to which we will 
f next take the reader, for the purpose of introducing some new 
characters, and making the place the future icene of a large por- 
tion of the incidents to follow* 



CHAPTER CC. 



** I piyihee, daughter, do not make me m^d*" 



It was on the second evening after the incidents related in th^ 
two preceding chapters occurred, that an elderly gentleman sat 
at^lhe door of the pleasantly situated cottage before described, 
quietly indulging in the^liabit-made luxury of puffing the Indian 
weed, as, enjoying the bland breezes of the evening, he calmly 
looked out upoa the broad expanse of the hike, and the diversi- 
fied objects of the landscape around, ov^r which the shades of 
night were now rapidly gathering. Novr his eyelids would droop, 
and his head sink, slightly, tows&^is his bre^t, under the sedative 
influence of the narcotic fumes he was imbibing, aided by the 
ceaseless croakings of the frogs, whpse evening choruses rose 
bom the marshy shores of the lake in drowsy monotony on the 
And now he would partially arouse, and his eye would 
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light up, for an instant, with returning conscioumess, as his' eat 
caught the new note of some hird of passage just returned from 
his hibernal flight to Uie warm soutii^ $uid now for the first time 
heard, mailing the progress of thd season* The man might 
have been sixty, though his appearance indicated a greater num- 
ber of years ; for his head was nearly white with the frosts that 
the fadgues and privations of the camp, in which the vigor of his 
manhood had been spent, had prematurely sprinkled on his head. 
And yet, his erect figure, and keenly flashing eye, as his attention 
bedi^e aroused to objects around him, betokened a spirit stiU 
unbroken, and intellects still unimpaired, in despite of a shattered 
constitution, and the ravages which hardship and time had 
depicted on his thin and war-worn visage. Though at the same 
time, the rapid play of the muscles of his face, and the combined 
expression <^ every feature of his countenance, evidently denoted 
that, with fine sensibilities, and much that was generous and 
noble, he naturally possessed a sanguine temperament and a fiery 
disposition, which his growing infirmities had rendered still more 
irasjcible. And such was indeed«tha case with Captain Hendee, 
the person whose appearance. »we have been endeavoring ic 
describe. His life had bee& on^whkh had been checkered with 
no ordinary vicissitudes. He ha^been an officer in the ooloniaJ 
army, and out in most of that fearful stru^le with the French 
and Indians, that, with little intermksion, spread death and deso- 
lation through all the borders of the English colonies in America 
from 1744 to 1760; and he had si^S&red imprisonment, sickness, 
and, all but death, in that terrible warfare. He had also known 
the extremes of affluence and poverty in his pecuniary affairs ; 
while great felicity, and uncommon bereavements, had marked 
his domestic relations. He had buried two wives, each, while 
she was spared him, the -charm of his existence. And, to add 
still more to his cup of sonrows, a darling son, who had been 
entrusted to the care of an unde in his fether^s^bseiice, soon 
unaccountably diaappcM^^ having been abducted and murdered) 
it was supposed, by some lurking, band of Indians. One daugh- 
ter, the child of h^ last wife, ymf j^iow all that remained to Wm 
to smooth the pillow of age, anft proi his declii^ng years. And 
well did that beloved and truly loyjy daughter fulfil the filial 
trust thus imposed. Aware oKfef parent's infirmities, as well 
of temper as of body, she became tl^e gentle soother of the orie> 
and the watchful nurse of the other. And ever manifesting the 
most affectionate solicitude for his welfare, and always assiduously 
attentive to his slightest wmits and wishes, while readily ohm** 
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]oo^ng the harsbnees, which m his fits of petuhwce, he occasioih* ' 
illj showed her, and which she generally answered only with a 
tear, she gidned over him, hy this, and the super-added influence 
of his affeotion for her, and his sense of dependence on her £ot^ 
happiness, a control for his good, that the whole world united 
would have failed in attempting to obtain. 

A discreet and demure maiden of about thirty, an old senrant, 
who lived with them in more prosperous days, still remained with 
them, and, with one more person, scarcely less regarded, com- 
pleted all the permanent members of the family. That other 
person was no other than Ne^hobee, the young Indian, with whom 
the reader has already had a partial acquaintance, without having 
been before apprised, however, we believe, of his residence. He 
was one of Cfiptiun Hendee's trophies of war, having been cap- 
tured in an onset on an Indian lodge, to which a band of mur- 
derers had been traced, ailer one of their massacres on the frontier 
settlement. The Indians being taken wholly by surprise, and 
nearly bXI slain by the first fire, this lad was found burrowed un- 
hurt in a pile of dry leaves in one of their haunts, and secured 
by the victors ; when the Captain declared, with a sort of melan- 
choly jest, that as the hell-hounds, a year or two before, had 
deprived him of a son of about the same age, he would for once 
follow their custom of supplying the place of the slain by adopt- 
ing one captured from the enemy. And accordingly he took the 
boy, then six or eight years old, back with him to his post, and 
finally to his family, with whom the captive had ever since 
resided. 

The domicil of this strikingly contrasted family was a common 
cettage, constructed after the fashion of the better sort of houses 
in the settlement, of hewn timber, so exactly squared and laid 
together, in the present instance, as to make smooth, compact 
walls, neatly white-washed without, and tightly ceiled with boards 
within. The interior, which was divided into two principal rooms, 
parlor and kitchen, with a range of bed rooms and other small 
apartments abreast, exhibited an odd mingling of the relics of 
refined life, with the crude substitutes for furniture, and the 
various articles usually found in the houses of a border settle- 
ment. On the high mantel-piece of the best room stood the wide 
spreading antlers of some noble buck, the tips of the various 
branches being ornamented with curious sea-shells, the egg-shells 
of rare birds, and other devices of the tasteful young mistress of 
the establishment Rich mahogany chah^ ww cushioned with 
tha feathered skms of the loon, a large wat^r«wl abounding Jn 
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our northern lakes, and remarkable for the thickness and tenacity 
of its skin, as well as for the downy softness of its feathers. A • 
light stand, of exquisite workmanslup, was supplied with a curi- 
ously beaded miniature Indian canoe for a traj, containing a pair 
of small dam-shells for snuffers. On wooden pegs in the wall were 
suspended the remains of a once-superb mirror, the broken parts 
of which were artfully concealed by festoons of the creeping ever- 
green ; while, on one side, a small, but well selected assortment 
of books, arranged on broad shelves, completed the list of all 
the prominent articles by which the room was furnished. The 
furniture of the kitchen was mostly of the roughest kind ; and 
the whole room abounded with evidences of the woodman's life, 
the walls and ceiling above being hung with implements of hunt- 
ing, furs, pieces of drying venison, and other trophies of the 
chase, taken by Neshobee, the young Esau, or red Nimrod, if the 
reader please, of the family. 

" Come, father," said Miss Hendee, with a look of affectionate 
solicitude, as, rolling up her needle-work, she rose from her seat 
by his side : " had you not better take a seat within ; I fear you 
are exposing yourself too much to the night air to expect quiet 
from your rheumatic shoulders to-morrow." 

*' No, Alma," replied the old gentleman, knocking the ashes 
from his pipe, " I know just what I can bear : old Fahrenheit 
himself could not make an instrument that would indicate the 
state of the air, whether hot or cold, dry or humid, more exactly 
than these sensitive fluids in my old shattered frame. No, the 
atmosphere is peculiarly soft and warm this evening. I think 
old Boreas has nearly lost his daws for this season. I just heard 
a whippoorwill, or muckawis, as the Indians call it, which they 
say never appears here in the spring till winter has got so far 
towards the big ice-pond on his return to the north, that he will 
no more come back.'* 

" I knew it was very mild to-night, father, but I thought, per- 
haps, you were not aware how late you were remaining in the 
open air, since you appeared so deeply engaged in cogitation." 

** True, girl, I have been thinking over matters a little." 

" What matters, fatter, may I know ? " 

" Yes," replied the other, now rising and following his daugh- 
ter into the room we first described, " yes. Alma, you shall know, 
for you are, yourself, one of the parties concerned." 

"I, father?" 

<< Yes, you are, girl ; but in the first place let me ask you, if 
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yon did not think your cousin Sherwood's manner^ in his risit 
last night, rather singular ? " 

" I might have thought so, perhaps — in what respect did you 
imagine his manner was singular, however ? ** 

" In several — what was it that he seemed to he hinting about 
so mysteriously ? And did he not have the air of one who is 
secretly suspicious of something?" 

" Does my father," replied iSie other, evading a direct answer, 
^ does my father think that anything very singular in Mr. Sher- 
wood?" 

"Why — why" — said the Captain, surprised and staggered 
at the question : " Why, jes, I had hoped so ; for these secretly 
suspecting characters I dislike, Alma, you know. Confound 
them, yes, I detest them ! " 

** And I, rejoined the girl, with a smile, in which the jocose 
and serious were significantly Uended, " I am too much my father's 
daughter, I confess, to think otherwise, myself." 

" Why ! what ? how ? " hastily exclaimed the Captain, puzzled 
and uneasy at the remark of the other. " Why, what on earth 
can this all mean. No rupture brewing between you and Jake, 
is there?" 

" Not that I am aware of, as far as there are any ties to sever — 
or, at least, none that I, as yet, have been the just cause of, 
though" — 

" Though what ? " sharply demanded the father, with increas- 
ing irritation : " Zounds ! you do n't think the fellow is trying to 
claw off, do you ? Curse tiie hollow-hearted — humph, what was 
I going to say ? " 

" Nothing but the truth, father, I presume," answered Alma, 
looking up with a faint smile, and a sort of cool desperation in 
her maiiner. 

" Yes, I was," quickly rejoined the other, hitching about in hi 
chair. " Blast it ! girl, why did n't you tell me I lied ? " 

" What, tell my father he lied 1 " said the girl, roguishly : " no, 
no ! that would have been the worst of manners." 

" Yes, yes," pettishly returned the Captain, " but why do n't 
you stand up for him. I do n't like this do n't care a fig sort of 
way you have about the business. Hang me, if I do n't believe 
you are the one, after all, who wishes to be off ? " 

" And would you object to my trying to get the start of him ? ". 
again evasively replied th^ girl, " if ;??b^eved he was intending 
to desert me ? " 

" Why, no " — answered the other, " not that I know of; no,. 
.. 9 . 
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that woald be, perhaps, a decent finesse, if that was the eaae » 
but it is not. Then what is all this bothering and teasing me 
for?** — he continued, in a vexed and expostulating tone ; this 
supposing things that are not so ? You will work me up to a 
fever; make me mad, march mad, without letting me know 
which of 70a to be mad at 'T is provoking ; insufferable, girl I 
Why not tell me in jour usual direct, off-hand waj, at once, how 
the matter stands between jou and Jake ? ** 

" Father," said Alma, seriously, " I most certainly would tell 
you, if I knew myself." 

^ Well, if that do n't cap the whole, now I " said the Captain, 
eyeing his daughter with an incredulous and somewhat contempt- 
uous expression, '< a courted girl know nothing of her own court- 
ship d your caged squirrel, that hangs in the kitchen yonder, 
knows nothing of nuts, does he ? " 

" Now, father, you wrong me," siud the other, a little piqued 
at the taunt, and now perceiving the necessity of being more 
explicit on a subject which she felt reluctant to discuss, lest she 
should, by such frankness as she could wish to use, displease her 
sensitive parent ** Mr. Sherwood once certainly made me pro- 
posals ; and I, knowing how much you had the project at heart, 
acquiesced, or rather, I did not reject him ; since that time, he 
has not often reminded me of the subject His own afl^rs he 
keeps to himself; and a few silly compliments on his part, com- 
pletes the whole story of what you call our courtship." 

<< Beggarly account I " muttered the Captain, with an air of 
disappointment; '^beggarly account, as the fellow says in the 
play ; cold business this, for a love affair, or I am no judge, I '11 
be shot if I am ! But, zounds ! " he continued, again kindling 
up, '^ Why, I thought it was all a settled business ! And it was 
settled— and would be now, if your powers of winning were 
exerted to have it so ! What* will become of us the Lord only 
knows, if this falls through." 

** Oh, I would borrow no trouble on that score, sir," observed 

" But I shall, though " — rejoined the other. « The truth is, 
Alma, we are poor — poor as Job, when the devil had done his 
damnedest I We owe Jake's father, — which, as he is sole heir, 
is the same as Jake himself, — for nearly all we have. If my 
little Edward could have been spared me — but the noble boy is 
gone ; and that family have been the vortex in which all my 
property and expectations have been swallowed up : I do not say 
that the property went wrongfully ; but it went Even before 
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Jake came here, I bad thought of the possibility, that yon might 
become the chamiel by which this property would be diverted 
back again into my family. And when he made proposals to 
yon, and I understood^oa accepted them, I confess I was grati- 
fied. It gladdened my old desolate and despairing heart witb the 
thoaght that it would ensure my comfort in jny decrepit and 
helpless old age, while it would give yon the Mme and wealUi 
which I never could fbmish you ; and now to have the only 
bright streak I have seen for years in my dark future, suddenly 
blotted out — to have the only pleasant cup that has been pre- 
sented to me for so long, thus dashed from my very lips ! — And 
by whose hand ? " he iGided, with startling fierceness, as, ti*ea- 
bling with rising passion, he shook his clenched fist before the 
face of his unoffending daughter. '^By whose hand, I say? 
Girl, girl, if I really thought" — 

" I will marry him, father," replied the girl, bursting into tears, 
which were drawn forth more, however, by the picture he had 
drawn of his hopes and sorrows, than by his menaces ; " Oh, I 
will — r will marry Mm, for your sake, dear fatheir, if it breaks 
my heart ! " 

" Hang it ! no, you shan't ! " exclaimed the excitable old man, 
touched to the quick at the sight of his daughter's tears, and his 
whole feelings undergoing a revuMon as sudden as rose the tem- 
pest of his passion ; '' no, you shan*t ! Brand me for a brute, if 
you shall ! No — no — no " — he repeated, till his increasing 
emotion fairly choked his utteramce, cmd he could articulate no 
more. 

The tide of passion, having risen to its height, was now left to 
subside in the pause that followed. 

'' Let us now dismiss this painful subject from our thoughts," 
at length said the daughter, the first to recover her composure; 
" and do not let the matter further disturb your feelings, my dear 
and generous-hearted father : For whatever be the final result, 
rest assured, that I will never marry without your ftill consent." 

" Dutiful — noble girl ! " sobbed the old man, dashing away a 
tear ; << God has lefl me a consolation in you, my dear daughter, 
which I ought to be thankful for, and which, but for my accursed 
temper, I should repay with better treatment." 

"Oh, do not name it, father, do not name it," replied the 
daughter with a sweet and cheering smile ; " if we should go 
upon faults, I may have scores of them, any of which, perhaps, 
would outweigh the solitary one yon tax yourself with." 

Miss Hendee had never before ventured so far in manifesting 
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A disposition to thwart the known feelings and wishes of her 
irritable father. But her late accidental interview with War- 
rington, whom she never expected again to see, had forced upon 
her mind a comparison between her two lovers, which m^de her 
more painfully sensible than ever how much she must sacrifice in 
becoming the w^ of Sherwood, whose true character, as deeply 
veiled as he hacr endeavored to keep it with this family, she had 
in some measure penetrated, and she could not forego thia oppor- 
tunity of letting her father see how heavy upon her heart hung 
the chain, that she was wearing only out of regard to his happi- 
ness ; and yet scarcely more now than before did she meditate 
OB throwing off this chain, by which she had passively suffered 
'herself to be bound. But determining to defer any consumma- 
tion, which might, for the present, be urged upon her, she suffered • 
herself only to hope the event of circumstances more auspicious 
for reconciling the now conflicting duties, which she owed herself, 
and, with all his faults, her sdll loved parent. 

After the conversation just detailed, the parties soon repaired 
to the kitchen, where, in his great arm-chair before the cheerful 
fire, the Captain was accustomed to spend his evenings, some- 
times listening to the silver-toned voice of his daughter, as she 
sung some favorite song, or read some fevorite author, and some- 
times recounting the thrilling incidents, that had marked his 
adventures while battling the subtle foe of the wilderness. One 
of his most attentive auditors, when engaged in the latter employ- 
ment, was Neshobee, with whom the veteran also oft^n amused 
himself in conversation, either imparting information to the 
native, or listening to the shrewd and original remarks made by 
the latter in answer to the various questions by which he was 
purposely interrogated. Perceiving now, however, that the place 
of thii? almost necessary adjunct to his happiness was vacant^ the 
Captain immediately inquired of Ruth, the servant-maid before 
mentioned, if she knew whither the Indian had gone. 

" He is out in the field. Captain," replied the person addressed, 
with some signs of uneasiness in her looks, '' and I wonder what 
strange thing he sees or hears to-night, that makes him act so 
oddly ? I have been out, and called to him ; but he paid no 
attention to me, and kept on his pranks, sometimes listening with 
his ear to the ground, and then dodging or crawling from one 
stump to another." 

" Aha ? " said the Captsdn, with a look of interest ; " those are 
generally pranks that mean something with an Indian. I wonder 
who can be prowling about us now ? " 
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" Mercy I ** exdaimed Ruth in alarm ; '^ if it should be the 
Green Mountain Boys ! " •— 

" The worst would be their own, I think," coolly observed the 
Captain ; " that is, if they come to shoMPus such play as it is said 
they have shown sopie on Otter Creek," 

** What would you do father, in case they should come on such 
an errand ? " asked Ahna, with an air of min|^ed curiosity and 
concern, 

"What would I do, child ? Why, I would put a rifle bullet 
through the first one who should attempt to enter, even if it 
should be Warrington himself. Besure, I know but little of this 
cursed dispute about titles. They may have as much right to 
lands that they have bought, and first improved, as the Yorkers, 
for aught that I know ; and I was never for hanging them for 
fighting in such a case. But here -•- why, zounds! do you 
think when I have got the first possession, and done so much 
upon the place, that I am a going to give it up to the greedy 
dogs? No! not if their great devil and all generalissimo, 
Ethan Allen, should come on with all his forces, would I give 
it np without a fight ! Hoo ! they shall have my heart's blood 
first!" 

" I trust there will be no necessity for bloodshed any where, 
father," rejoined the daughter quite composedly ; " I have reason 
to — that is, I do not believe the Green Mountain Boys will 
make the least attempt to molest us." 

"Well — well, girl," said the Captain, scanning the other 
closely, and at first with rather a puzzled air, which soon, how- 
ever, gave way to a look of approbation ; " I must say that does 
not seem much like borrowing trouble, as most of you women do 
in such cases. However, I have been taught by the Indians, and 
sometimes have paid dear for my schooling too, that this borrow- 
ing trouble is not always so bad a thing after aJl ; as it generally 
keeps ns well guarded against a surprise. But here comes our 
scout ; so let us hear his report. Well, Neshobee, they say you 
are scouting to-night — what is in tl^e wind ? " 

" Me hark um, but no tell um," replied the Indian, quietly 
taking his place by the fire. 

The dog in the yard now gave one of those faint, indecisive 
sort of yelps usual with the animal when doubtful whether he 
has heard something that should require his notice. 

" Beagle thinks pretty much as you do, Neshobee," said the 
Captain, comprehending the tone of the dog : " but hark ! " he 
added, as the animal barked again, and in a more decided man« 
9* 
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ner ; ^I can't read that so eaailj. What do joa make ot it, 
boy?** 

^ Beag say that no four-foot coming, Cappeni'' said the natiTCy 
anconcemedly. * 

<<Is the nfle well loaded, Neshobee?** asked the Captain, 
glancing at the fire-arms suspended by hooks on the walL 

«Yasl" 

« And the fowling-piece ? " 

^ Me spose um." 

^ Very well, down with them, then ! Alma, step and bring me 
my pis^ ! and in the mean time we will bar the door — Ruth, 
lend a hand ! If these fellows," continued the Captain, coolly 
assisting to execute the several conunands he had so rapidly given 
to his household — ''if these fellows had any h(Hiest errand, they 
would come up to the house at once like men, instead of skulking 
around at a distance, as they evidently are. We may as well be 
prepared for them." 

^ Father," said Alma, returning with the required pistols, and 
now manifesting the most lively concern. '' Father, I do beg oi 
you not to think of firing on any one rashly — ascertain what 
they want, at all events. Your apprehensions, I think, are wholly 
groundless — I cannot think — indeed I am very sure " — 

A gentle rap, rap, rap! on the outside of the door caused 
the speaker suddenly to suspend. All now stood hushed in 
silence, till the rapping was repeatod» in several louder and more 
distinct knocks. 
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CHAPTER X. 



* But irbo WM he, Outt en hit handng fptar 
iMa'a iHth A proodflT «Bd SMM flaty bMdnf t 

, His «M A blow fbr ^jnaoft hearli to ter, 
Within the dndow of ite dark loeki noarinc 
Tlut wliich th^ may not tame — a aool ^U^'fipg 
War against earth'k oppteMom.** 



^ Hallo, there!" called out Captain Hendeey in no verj 
gentle tones, as he cocked his pistols, and threw Uinself into an 
attitude of defence. ^ Hallo ! who comes ? " 

^ No enemy, to say the least," answered the yoioe without 

^ Let him in, £ftther, do let him inl" said Miss Hendee, in a 
low beseeching tone. 

" ^What, wiUiout giving his name I *• said the Captain. " Why 
child, I do n*t know that voice from Adam's I No, no, friend or 
foe, he shall undergo that ceremony." 

^^ Well, father, you can just ask him, without being so rough, 
can't you ? " interposed the daughter, in an earnest hsSf whisper, 
quietly placing her hand on the ann of the other. 

'^ Friend,*' said Captain Hendee, softening down at the entirea- 
ties of his daughter, and as it oomrred to him that the tones of 
the voice he had just heard were entirely of a pacific character; 
^ friend, will you fovor ua with your name ? " 

^ Captain Hendee " said the man, seeming to hesitate about 
complying, ^\ I am wholly unattended, your dog here seems to 
acknowle^^ my acquaintance, and if you will not do the same, 
vrhen I am admitted," he added In rather a jocose tone, << I will 
agree to depart as peaceably as I came." 

^ Humph ! me know that man talk I Him no bad I " said the 
Indian, with a low chuckle. 

The Captain, now, evidently a little chagrined at the su^idons 
he had entertained, and the parade he had made, immediately 
drew out the bar, and opened the door ; when the visitor entered, 
but quickly paused, after entering the threshold, to receive the 
•cmtimzing lock of the other. 
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•* What! no — yes, 'tis I" exclaimed Hendee, between perplex* 
itj and surprise, after looking a few seconds into the face of the 
new-comer. " Well, now, by the great Jupiter! if I am not 
absolutely ashamed of myseif! Mr. Howard!" he continued, 
advandng, and cordially shaking the other by the hand, ^ Mr. 
Howard, (vod bless you, sir, how do you do ? Apologies by tlie 
dozen are yours! — or should be, if such moon-shine concerns 
were ever worth offering. But walk in, walk in, sir. Here «re 
my family — all together now — they were not when you saw 
ns, I think. Alma you are acquainted with — Miss Ruth, this is 
Mr. Howard. And here is another, Neshobee, we call him, a 
nadve, as you perceive, but for all that an adopted meiuber of 
our family." 

Miss Hendee, though much embarrassed at this meeting, in 
spite of all her attempts to appear composed, managed neverthe- 
less, to exchange the customary salutations in such a manner as 
to conceal her embarrassment from all except her lover ; between 
whom and herself it seemed to be tacitly understood that Uiey 
should meet each other as for the first time, without making the 
slightest allusion to their late interview. There was another of 
the family group also, that came in for his share of surprise, at 
least, at some of the circumstances attending this meeting. And 
that was the Indian. Not expecting to see Warrington here till 
he heard his voice at the door, and never dreaming till this 
moment, but that the latter and his master's family were entire 
strangers, the poor fellow, when he saw them meet as old acquain- 
tances, and above all, when he heard Captain Hendee address the 
other by the name of Howard, looked perfectly confounded, ami 
expressed as much unfeigned astonishment as an Indian counte- 
nance, perhaps, ever exhibited. The instinctive prudence of his 
race, however, prevented him from betraying, by words, his 
surprise and perplexity, or exposing Warrington in the disguise 
which he supposed was for some good reasons assumed. 

" Well, Mr. Howard," resumed the Captain, after the usual 
salutations were over, '^ I am right happy to renew my acquain 
tance with you, and have the opportunity to express personally, 
my obligations to you for your many kindnesses to us at the time 
of my accident on the road. You probably thought our departure 
rather abrupt on your return. But you received my note, did 
you not ? " 

" No, sir, neither note nor message." 

^< What 1 then that old heedless poodle of a landlady forgot it, 
or more probably lost it, and to mend the matter, thought she 
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would conceal from 70a that I gave her one. Well, wdl, 70a 
must have thought us rather singular beings, as well for that as 
for some other things 70U perhaps noticed in us. For I remember, 
we kept 70U pretty mu<^ in the dark about our affidrs. The 
&ct was, Mr. Howard, and I care not now who knows it, that I 
was then under the apprehension of being pursued and takjsa 
bade hj creditors, before I could reach m7 connections in Alban7, 
^eie I expected to obtain the means of satisfying them, as I did, 
before making this purchase.'' 

" You did not return then ? " 

^ No ! WhMi I arrived there, finding that sales were making 
In these lands, I concluded on a life in the woods — made a 
purchase — came on here the first season with hired men, and 
then sent for Alma from Alban7, and the rest of the taaulj and 
goods fix>m Connecticut.'' 

^ And what directed 70U particularl7 to this location?" 

<< M7 own knowledge of the countr7, obtained in the wars 
when I was campaigning with Put and Bogers along the borders 
of this then blood7 lake. I remember this spot welL A pitch 
had been made here b7 some Frenchmen, who cleared up several 
aores, lived here a few 7ears, and then deserted the place. This 
was ^e first opening- made this side of the Connecticut river, all 
the rest of the countr7 being, at the time I first saw the spot, one 
broad, unbroken wilderness. Man7 a wear7 mardi, and man7 ^ 
cold, wet bed, have I had on these dark and tangled shores. I 
have often wondered how we could have outlived such hardships. 
With the constituticm and spirits I then possessed, however, I had 
but little dread of the woods, or the red imps that infested them. 
But m7 days of fighting are now over, Mr. Howard." 

^ Some, in m7 situation, with these evidences around, might 
feel disposed to doubt that, Captain," smilingl7 observed War- 
rington motioning to the ^fire-arms, which 1^ not been yet 
replaced. 

^ Ah, you have me there," gaily responded the other ; '< but 
honestly, we were expecting visits of a difierent character. If 
those rough dealing devils, the Green Mountain Boys, had beset us, 
instead of our peaceable old Mend, Dr. Hunter, there is no telling 
but even so broken down an old Trojan, as I am, might have 
shown some fight on the occasion." 

^ Perhaps, sir," replied the guest in the same spirit ; I should 
tender my condolence at your disappointment in not being allowed 
the chance to exercise your old vocation*" , 

^ Not a whit, not a whit, sir : For I should extremely regret 
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to be forced into a quarrel with mj countrymen in defence of 
what I consider my rightful possessiona. And I hope it may 
never be the case. But we have had some reason to believe 
otherwise within a day or two past A friend apprised me, that 
a band of these fellows was abroad, and probably on their way to 
this part of the lake shore ; and our two scouts here, Neshobee 
and Beagle, having successively made their reports in 4heir 
respective fashions, to-night, that there were skulkers in the bush, 
I, for one, began really to expect that we had got to do battle for 
our home. Alma here, however, I am half ashamed to own, was 
less apprehensive, and bore herself more coolly than any of the 
garrison, not excepting the old soldier of forty battles at their 
head ! Hang me ! if I do n't believe the girl, like old Falstaff, 
knew by instinct who was coming ! Gome, child, now be honest, 
was it not so ? " 

But Alma, whose head suddenly dropped at the remark^ and 
whose fair cheek glowed like the fire before which she was sitting, 
was quite too busy with her pretty fingers in tumbling over the 
contents of her work-basket for a thimble, or some other article, 
that became just at that moment unaccountably missing, to heed 
the question, or think of answering it Even Warrington appeared 
to be a little discomposed at this close, though random shotr of the 
old Captain ; but he did not forget to throw a glance of gratitude 
towards his fair friend for the confidence, which the. Captain's 
statement seemed to imply that she had placed in his assurances 
at their late interview. 

Captain Hendee, without seeming to notice the sensation which 
his last remarks, intended only for a passing joke, produced on 
some of his auditors, at length resumed : 

" You wandered round the borders of the woods some time 
before you found us, I conclude, sir, from the noises that Neshobee 
heard previous to your arrival ? " 

" O, no, sir, I came direct, and without stopping." 

'^ I do n't see, then, but we have as much reason now, as before, 
to expect a -visit from the enemy to-night," musingly t>b8eryed 
the Captain. 

^' Me guess tim what I hear no Mountsun Boys," said Neshobee, 
looking significantly at Warrington, as if he considered the latter 
to have the most interest in the information thus imparted. 

Neither the remark of the Indian, nor the meaning look ihaX 
accompanied it, was lost on Warrington, as was evident from the 
expression of uneasiness that, for an instant, became visible on 
his countenance ; but he remained silent 
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"Whicli way did you come, Mr. Howard?** reramed the 
Captain ; " I believe you have not told us, nor, indeed, how you 
beoune apprised of our present residence ? " 

Warrington, catching a forbidding glance from Miss Hendee, 
was hesitating, on her account as well as his own, what answer 
he should frame to the embarrassing question, when he wai 
suddenly relieved fr^m his dilemma by a bold, heavy rap at the 
door. 

Captain Hendee, feeling more assured this time from the 
reinf^^rcement received in his friend Howard, who, as usual, had 
his rifle with him, immediately rose, and, with but a slight hesita- 
tion, opened the door; when he suddenly paused, and stood a 
moment gazing in mute 8uq>rise at the figure before him. Soon 
j^covering, however, he, in a sort of hesitating and doubtful tone, 
invited the man to enter. 

Acknowledging the prc^ered courtesy with a stately bow, the 
stranger advanced, with a bold, free step, and a fearless air, into 
the middle of the room, where he paused, and bowed slightly to 
each of the assembled group, most of whom, however, were too 
much surprised, and over-awed at the singular and formidable 
appearance of the man to return his salutations. And, indeed, 
his appearance was of so unique and striking a character as well 
to warrant the sensation which his presence seemed to produce. 
Of an uncommon height, and with an extraordinary breadth of 
chest, supplied with large brawny limbs, his whole frame consti- 
tuted a figure of the most Herculean cast ; while his large, darkly 
bright eyes, and the air of intelligence that marked the general 
expression of his coarse, lion-like features, gave evidence, that 
his intellectual powers were not, as frequently occurs in such 
instances, wholly incommensurate with his physical proportions. 
A modem phrenologist, indeed, while comparing his high and 
remarkably expansive forehead, with the vast volume which 
composed the back part of his head, might be much puzzled to 
decide whether his intellectual or animal nature would most pre- 
dominate in his character. His dress, which was likewise somewhat 
singular for the times, consisted of high, heavy boots, buff breeches 
and doublet, with a high collared, white shag coat of the frock 
kind, all of which was surmounted by a fine, though much worn 
beaver, slouched, except the front part, wMch was turned up so 
as to give an additional boldness to his large features, and to 
impart somewhat of a bandit aspect to his appearance. This, to 
ordinary observation, completed his outward equipment ; though a 
doser inspection might have revealed the shape of a stout pistol 
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fwdlkig the smooth and srag^y Mttiiig kalber orw eaeh of Ut 
breechM pockets, whik the badL-hcxn haadle of a large wap4ciu£i 
might occasionally be seen protruding from its sheath attaohad 
to the side lining of his coat 

Placing he heary rifle which he bcHre in has hand in a ocmh^ 
the stranger now advaneedy and, with an ttr of easy uncoAoeni, 
seated himself by the side of hb host, in the £unUy circle toubA 
Uiefire. 

^ My name js Hendee,^ at length said the Captaki, evidently 
not wh(^y at ease in the^reseoee of his bdd and lear£ul losing 
visitor, ^ my name is Hendee, md being no great stickler for 
ceremony, I h<^ I shall be excused, sir, in saying that it always 
affords me pleasure to know by what name I may address my 



^That's right!" bluntly commenced the stranger in refij^ 
and you got at it ingeniously too, by Qecnrge ! ** 

^ I meant no offence, sir." 

** O, no, but let me see — it is now Kay, is it not?** 

« Yes, sir." 

"^ Well, then, £or the mcmth of May, my name is Smith." 

*< Sir ? — did I rightly understand you, sir ?" 

*^1 [Nresume so *~ I said Smith, because there are more <^ that 
name than any other." 

"^ Yes, sir, but what folk) ws from that ? " 

^ Why, of course, sir, that you stand a better diance to get my 
right name : men will 4ie like the devil, sometimes, you know ! " 

*' Really, sir I " said the Captain, his eyes beginning to abooi 
fire at this apparently intended insult, << ^^^^^9 ^^9 ^ cannot un- 
derstand your drift, if you do not mean to oror us an affiront." 

^ Ha ! ha! ha ! " roared the stranger, in a voice that shook 
the house, ""well, now, if that aint a good one! ha! hal ha! 
Why, no, friend," he OMitiBued, familiarly turning towards the 
other, and giving him a rough slap on the shoulder, ^ no, no, 
friend ; but you just said you was no great stidder for ceremony — 
no aint I, as you see. So let us be honest, and live up to our 
professions." 

« Agreed to that. And yet— " rejoined the Captain, perfecUy 
at a loss what to make of his strange guest, and thmi^ still 
vexed, yet now half ashamed of the feeling he had shown — 
"aad yet, sir, I have met in the course of my life, but with few 
honest men, who were afraid to tell their names." 

« Why, the truth is," replied the other, with an air of much 
seriousness, ^ that you are all such quarrelsome curses, down 
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h&re^ in tlie Ofante, Uiat a •tamagar, like myself, cao't salel j tra?^ 
among you by any other name than Smith, if he had one. As 
to myself, I do n't exactly know, in the strictly legal sense of the 
thing, that I have any name — to ipectk of, exc^t Smith ; for I 
still stidL to Smith, mind ye — that is, for the month of May." 

^ Well, well, have it as you will, man," observed Headee, 90W 
Bodeniiig down, and beginning to be amused in spite of himself 
at the blunt drollery of the other. ^ Bat I must say you are the 
greatest oddity I have met with, for many a day." 

"That may be, friend," said the stranger, his countenance 
assuming the cast of sinc^ty ; " but as you, like a wise man, 
have concluded not to be offended at nonsense, let us talk sense a 
little : Cs4>tain Hendee, a man of your intdligenoe and obsenra- 
tion cannot but have long since noticed the quarrel that has been 
brewing between us cdonists, and the mother country ? " 

"I have, sir; and with Ihe most painful regret," was the 
guarded reply. 

'' And those Bostonians and Virginians, who have taken the 
lead in the resistance to the King's authority," resumed the stran- 
ger, again assuming an equivocal look, and fixing his eyes keenly 
on the countenance of ^e other, " those feltows are a set of 
Christless knaves, for their rebellion, you agree ? " 

" Knaves ! How so, air ? " replied the Ci^ptain, hastily, and 
with a look that betrayed more of his feelings than he intended 
should have been revealed to a stranger, and especially to one 
who i^par^atiy entertuned sentiments on this subject so different 
firom those whidi he had long privately oherished. 

<' Aha I " eagerly exclaimed the stranger, With evident delight, 
"sits the wind in that quarter, really and truly? Well, I am 
not disappointed in you, aiter all, thank God I " 

" Yes, but you, sir ? " — said the Captain, i^ain confi^unded at 
the seemingly contradictory language and manner of the other, 
" what did you say but a moment since ? " 

^ What did I say ? O, pooh ! that is nothing ! " repHed the 
stranger. " But again, and seriously, Ci^tain Hendee (for I am 
now satisfied tSat it wiU do to ask you the question), should matters 
proceed to open hostilities in an attempt to burst these accursed 
fetters, how far could your countenance and support be depended 
on?" 

" Stranger," said Captain Hendee, looking the other full in the 

face, " as singular a man as you appear, you nevertheless have 

an honest countenance, and would not, I think, try, in my own 

house, to lead me into a snare. But granting that your seuti- 

10 
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ments and mine coincide on this subject, what could joa aric, ot 
expect, from an infirm, old man, whose only home and property 
lie under the very mouths of the guns of Fort Frederick ? ** ♦ 

" I see, I see ! " answered the stranger. " But it may be worth 
much to us to know that your heart is in the right spot : For 
the times are coming when even what such as you can do, may 
be of incalculable importance to the cause. Indeed, sir," he con- 
timied with increasing earnestness, and with deep and startling 
emphasis, "indeed, sir, those times are ahready at the door: 
Mood — Amertctm blood has been shed/** 

"Where? where?" simultaneously burst froB^ the lips of 
Hendee and Warrington. 

" At Lexington, resumed the stranger, with clendied fist and 
eye of fire. " Fifty American citizens have been shot down like 
wild cattle by a foreign soldiery ! and their blood has gone up to 
the great God, in cries of vengeance! All Ma^ac^usetts 
are in arms ! And are we here of the Green Mountains to 
remain idle ?'* he added, with a look and a tone of almost fright- 
ful energy ; " by all the thrones of heaven and hell, no,no/" 

" Oh, for the renovation of one year of my manhood's vigor ! " 
exclaimed the Captain, springing from his chair, and ha^^y 
stnding round the room. 

"All that is well enough, but useless, my friend," observed the 
stranger, after a silence mnong the company of a few moments, in 
which he seemed to have brought his feelings back to their usual 
current : " so instead of calling on Hercules, like the man of the 
fable, in prayers that never can be answered, be thinking what 
you can do. This Indian," — he continued, in an under tone, 
approaching close to the Captain -^ " he is domesticated in your 
family?" 

"Yes, brought up by us, mostly; a cunning, prudent, and 
faithftil fellow," replied the Captain, in a voice too low to be 
heard, as he supposed, by the rest of the company. 

" And may be made a useful friend for some emergencies, with 
your permission, Captain ?" 

" You have it, that is for an occasional runner, scout, or the 
like — I should not like to part with him for any great length of 
time, however." 

" Here^ my friend," said the stranger, approaching the native. 



* The fort at Crown Point was, in the old French wars, denominated Fort 
Frederick. 
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and presenting him with a valuable pocket knife, ** will you take 
tills as a gift to remember me by ? Now look me in the face." 

" Yas — umph ! Ah, him good — one very good I " said the 
Indian, quickly pocketing the knife. ' 

" Now, Captain," said the stranger, putting on his hat, and giv- 
ing other indications of his intention to depart, ^ I have only to 
say, that I am sorry I could not have been more frank with you 
in some particulars ; but circumstances forbade it. Now I must 
be off; and I have some notion," he continued, looking at War- 
rington, ^'of inviting your guest here to accompany me as a 
guide." 

^ Mr. Howard is an old acquaintance, sir, just called after a, 
long separation," said the Captain. "We should be sorry to 
part with him so soon." 

" Mr. Howard will remain through the night with us, surely ?" 
interposed the musical voice of Miss Hendee. 

"The stranger gave a scrutinizing look at the father and 
daughter, and ended by exchanging with Warrington looks of 
intelligence, which very clearly showed that the two were by no 
means strangers to each other. Seeming to satisfy himself, he 
was about to remark fturther, when the tramp of men, now heard 
approaching the door, arrested the attention of the company. 
The rattling of guns announced them to be armed men, among 
whose voices the quick ears of Miss Hendee recognized that of 
Darrow. Instantly rising, she hastily invited Warrington to 
take a seat in the other room; and the latter complying, the 
lovers disappeared through one door, just as the new comera 
entered another. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



^H»! lieneQnMthoMii«eoimtediiotoiiiBMtii«!** 



The company, whose arrival was announced at the dose of 
the hist diapter, proved to be a small detachment of soldiers &om 
the opposite Fort Thej were seven or eight in nomber, under tiie 
command of their sergeant, Darrow, who, with three c^ers, after 
knocking, though scareelj waiting for a bidding, unceremonioufllj 
entered the kitchen, the remainder of the force having been 
posted at the doors and windows without, to prevent all escape 
from the house. As an ostensible reason for calling at this time, 
Darrow carelessly observed, that bdng out in pursuit of a deserfr 
er, a part of their company had gone up the lake with their boat, 
thus depriving them of the means of recrossing, and leaving 
them no other resort but to crave a shelter of Captain Hendee 
for the night, or, at least, till their boat returned. Calls of this 
kind by the officers and sokUers of the garrison being of no very 
unfrequent occurrence at the house, the present visit, therefore, 
occasioned the C^)ta]n little or no surprise, and being of a hos- 
pitable turn, and fond, aa might be supposed, oi having those for 
company, who belonged to a profession, in which a great portion 
of his own life had ^n spent, he appeared to feel quite at ease 
with his new guests. Not so, however, with all the company 
assembled. The meeting between the soldiers, and the stout 
stranger before described, seemed to be mutually unexpected, 
and evidently but little relished by the latter : For, though they 
were all personally unknown to Imn, yet he was aware that he 
might not be so to them : and, should the last supposition be true, 
as, from certain sly looks, wMch he saw exchanged between the 
soldiers, he thought highly probable, he was sensible that he had 
a part to play for himself, and Warrington, of whose cooperation 
he felt assured, that would require all his tact, and perhaps put 
to the severest test the powers of both to extricate them from the 
threatened difficulty. 

Nor were the stranger's suspicions by any means groundless. 
Darrow had before seen the man, and at once recognized him aa 
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<me, wbo, if taken, would prove a far greater prize than the per^ 
son whose seizure constituted the particular object of the present 
visit ; but one, at the same time, well known to be the most for- 
midable, and difficult of capture^ of all the Green Mountain 
outlaws. 

" That aint the fellow we came for," whispered Darrow to the 
soldier nearest him, the first opportunity that occurred for so 
doing, unobserved. " He must be with the girl in the other room, 
I think. But this big chap is one of the same kidney, only worth 
two of him, if taken ; secure him, as well as the other, and your 
pay shall be doubled. So keep your eyes on him for the present, 
and we will wait till they go to bed, and get to sleep : For the 
other is no baby for a tussle ; and this one," he continued, with a 
significant look, as he cast a fearful glance at the giantrlike per- 
son of tl\e stranger ; ^ and this one, to say nothing of the ugly 
instruments they say he carries under his clothes, he is — he*s 
the devil and all — he 's thunder I " 

This information, with the orders accompanying it, being soon 
passed around to all the band, every movement of the stranger 
was regarded with the most suspicious vigilance. But he, con- 
trary to their expectation, made not the slightest movement, 
which indicated that he was meditating any attempt to escape. 
On the contrary, the more he was watched, the more unconscious 
did he seem, that he was an object of suspicion or vigilance jvith 
any of the company ; and with the utmost unconcern, he soon 
b^an to mingle in the conversation, commencing with those blunt. 
Gonial kind of advances to Darrow, and as many of his men as 
he could find excuse for addressing individually, which are gen- 
erally the surest,*if not the only joad to the solder's heart. Nor 
w^ it long before he had succeeded in putting himself on a fa- 
miliar footing with the whole band, whose feelings and senses, in 
spite of the distant restraint, and guarded watchfulness, they had 
imposed on themselves, were fairly captivated by his bold sallies 
of wit, and the irresistible vdroUery of his manner. * Captain 
Hendee, with his war stories, was completely thrown into the 
shade by the . extraordinary convivial powers of the stranger, 
who, having now fairly become the hero of the company, con- 
tinned to pour forth, from his seemingly inexhaustible resources, 
sally upon sally, with increasing brilliancy, and anecdote upon 
anecdote, each of which was more ludicrous or striking than the 
preceding one, till the whole party became convulsed with merri- 
ment, and the house shook with the din of laughter. And not 
10* 
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iftligfied with the saeoeeB that had so wall crowned faia eflbrta hi 
this respect, he called on Ciq[4ain H^Mlee to bring on glaswea, 
and a gallon of spirits, at his expense, declaring that ^ of all 
God's cattle, he preferred soldiers for companions. It was not 
CTcry daj that a hunter, whose next door neighbors and ocMnmoD 
acqnaintances were bears and wolves, and whose sweethearts and 
select friends were wolverines and catamonnts, had the rare In^ 
to fiill into such glorious companj. He could well afford to treaty 
and he should hold it a privilege to have a bout with his miHtarj 
friends, helping them, while he could, to drink health to the King 
confusicm to all enemies, and shame to the deviL" 

^ Leaving this bold, sagacious, and singularly gifted outlaw and 
his companions to the merriment he had infused into them, and 
the boisterous and drunken revelry that followed, we will now 
repair to the other room, where a far different, thou^ no less 
interesting scene was in progress. 

When Miss Hendee, on recognising the voice of Darrow, 
among those of others about to enter the house, so abruptly in- 
vited Warrington to take a seat with her in the other room, she 
did so from a sudd^i impulse, arising out of her secret dread of 
encountering one, whose recent conduct had filled her with the 
deepest dis^e, couj^ed with a sort of vague apprehensicm that 
the visits of these soldiers, with Darrow at their head, at this 
particular time, was in some way to affect the safety of her friend, 
whom she thcmght thus to shield from the impending dangw. 
And it was not till they became seated in the room by themselves, 
that it occurred to her, that she had voluntarily afibi^ed her lover 
the very opportunity which, at their recent interview, he had 
eamestiy requested, but whidi she had so pnnnptiy and pointedly 
refused him. Blushing deeply iat the thought <i her apparent 
inconsistency, and feaifril that this act would be misconstrued by 
the other, she .suddenly commenced uttering an apology, or expla- 
nation, but perceiving some worse dilemma frcon so doing, she 
stopped short in the midst of a s^tence, blushinfl| more deeply 
than at first, while an embarrassi^silence ens^^^hich neither 
party, for some moments, was able to bce«l^^>^urrington, how- 
ever, comprehending the cause of her embarras«nent at a glance, 
and anxious to relieve it, soon rallied, and observed : 

<< Fear not, Miss Hendee, that I shall misinterpret this aet of 
yours, in inviting me to a seat with you here : I believe I can 
appreciate the motives that led to it, and I certainly fe^ very 
grateful for^the deed." 
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^ Ton were e¥er genezons, Mr. Howard," rq;>lied Alma, with 
a grateful smile, ^ but do you comprehend all the motives thai 
might have influenced me in this ? ** 

^^ I may not all, but will Miss Hendee state wherein she sap* 
poses I may not understand them ? ** 

** Bid you jreoognize any of the Yoioes of these last visitorsy 
while they were at the door, or have you since ? " 

^ I can scarcely say I have, though I ccmohide them to be 
soldiers from yonder garrisim.'* 

^ They are — all that will appear, at least, I presume, and 
among d^ena is that suspicious fellow firom whose intrusion you 
so kindly relieved me the other day. He went awi^ at that 
time, I think, harboring revengeful feelii^^ towards you, and 
does not this visit involve some design against your sa^Bty ?— 
Though I confess I can hardly see how you should be sought 
here with any purpose of revenge." 

^ Ton may be ri^t. Miss Hendee," said the other, thought- 
fully, after a silence of a moment ; ^' you may be right in suppos- 
ing me the object of Ihis visit I have had some suspicions 
fnmi the first that it was so ; and I have noticed some indications, 
indeed, since we have been in this room, which go to confirm me. 
Yes, you may be right in this, but wrcmg, I think, in judging of 
the motives that have led to the visit" 

^ What other motive can there be but the one I assigned ? " at 
length asked Alma, with an air of perplexity mingled with some 
uneasiness. 

^ Miss Hendee,^ resumed Warrington, with considerable em- 
barrassment at the effort, *^ your question leads me to a declaration, 
which my painfully conflicting obligations as a citizen, and as a 
gentleman who has received much kindness from your family, 
will be some excuse, I hope, for withholding till now ; but which 
my fedings will aUow me to withhold no longer. Miss Hendee, 
my name is not Howard ! " 

" Not Howard ! " exclaimed Miss Hendee, with a look of un- 
feigned surprise. ^^ Not Howard 1 " she repeated, the tall arches 
of her beimtiful brows slightly contracting with an incipient 
firown. " Surely, surely, sir ! " 

^ Nor, is that, I fear y<m will think," resumed the other seri- 
ously, and now with perfect composure, '^ the worst of the avowal ; 
I am aware what I risk — what, indeed, I shall probably forever 
lose in your esteem, fair lady. But duty to you, and respect to 
my own character, compels me to disdose. — I am Charles Wai- 
lington!'' 
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A sharp, inarticalate exclamation barst from the lips ai the 
astonished and recoiling giri, at the announcement of the name. 

'< What is the matter there, Alma?** asked Captain Hendee, 
in a tone modulated somewhere between the jocose and anxioosy 
as he thrust his head partly through the door, beside which he 
was sitting, on the opposite side of the partition, in the other 
room, ^what is the case there, girl? — Doct<Mr Hunter is net 
pulling a tooth for jou, is ho^." 

Perceiving, however, nothing but dumb shows going <m between 
the parties, and satisfied with the shot he had given them, he left 
them to another embarrassing silence, which, for many minutes, 
was broken by neither. 

^ 1 am so surprised at this Strang^ and unexpected develop- 
ment,** at length observed Miss Hendee, though with mind and 
feelings still unsettled and balancing between the former high 
opinion she had entertained of her companion as Howard, and 
the preconceived picture of the ruffian-like character with which 
she had been accustomed to associate Warrington : ^ so surprised 
that I hardly know what I should say, or how I should act^owards 
you, sir, in the new character in which you now stand before me. 
Am I to understand that our quiet home here is now to be made 
the theatre of contention in a dispute for a possessicm ? " 

" Heaven forbid ! *' replied Warrington, eagerly, " you have, 
Miss Hendee, my pledge, already in this respect, given to you 
at our last interview — can you doubt my will to redeem it? 
And you now perceive with what authority I could make the 
assurance. But though you can have no apprehensions of this 
kind of me, or my people, for whom I can safely answer, yet 
what will be your opinion of one who made, and has since sought 
your acquaintance under a disguised name? It is that which 
troubles me, dear lady. And in that you have an apparent right, 
at least, to condemn me, though not acting for myself, but for 
those who assigned me the part in which disguise was deemed 
necessary.'' 

" You need not forestall your sentence, sir," said the other, 
something very like a smile again lighting up l^r sweetly expres- 
sive c6untenance, '^I know too little of the merits of this 
unhappy controversy, I freely confess, to feel sure of doing 
justice to either party in any opinion I might now express. I 
believe I can still put trust in you — '' at least, I will for the present 
believe so : For it would indeed be humiliating to us all, to find 
ourselves so much mistaken in one, whose character we had so 
highly estimated. Yes, in you," she repeated with emphaaia, 
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^ but in jour party " — and she paused, but soon, and without 
finishing the sentence, resumed ^ can yon inform me who is that 
fearful looking, and singular stranger in the other room? — or 
was I mistaken in judging from some appearances I noticed, thai 
you and he were acquainted ? " 

" Your conjectures were true. His name, however, I cannot 
disebse. But this I may say, that he is not all that he may have 
appeared here to night ; and yet ^is far more — a man of many 
l^h and noble qualities, combinecM^ith extraordinary powers of 
body and mind, though now placed here in circumstances as 
mauspicious as my own. These circumstances, as they will make 
up an answer to the question you asked before I announced 
my true name, I will now, with your permission, briefly explain." 

His fair auditor signifying a willingness, at least, to listen to the 
explanation, Warrington, taking a comprehensive glance at the 
true grounds of the controversy between the settlers and their 
opponents, drew a vivid picture of the wrongs and consequent 
sufierings which the former had endured, and which led to the 
part he had taken in their behalf — explained the necessity of 
^e disguise he had assumed, related his subsequent career, and 
the consequences to himself and all those who had taken a 
conspicuous part in attempting to defend the poor settlers against 
the rapacity of their oppressors. 

** Is this, Mr. Howard 7— excuse me, Mr. Warrington, I should 
say," observed the other, evidently interested, and even touched 
by the r^tal she had just heard : is this, indeed, an impartial 
account of this hapless ccmtest ? And are these armed men here 
to drag you to prison, and an ignominious death, for acting a part 
like this ? Why, O, why, did you venture here into, the very 
jaws of the lion ? and now, why do you a moment linger ? why 
not escape while they are at their noisy carousals in the other 
room ? — that door — these windows ** — 

^ Have all been guarded ; each by \ soldier with a loaded 
musket, from the moment we entered this room. An ear, prac- 
tised in the forest, has not failed to catch the sound of their 
cautious and stealthy tread, the occasional rubbing of their mus- 
kets against their buttons, and indications of their presence and 
object not to be mistaken." 

" Oh I I do wonder how you can be so calm. What hope — ' 
what resource is there left you, in which you can now trust for 
escape?" 

** Many ! be not concerned. They probably think we shall 
rasnain through the ni^ht, and will deem it safest to defer any 
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attempt to teise us till they sappose us asleep. I trust mudi in 
my friend, ever fruitful in expedients, and now acting a part in 
Uie other room, as nigh as I can judge from what occasionally 
reaches my ear, with r^erence to effecting this object Neshobee 
is a friend ; and may I not hope an acquiescence, at least, from 
you?" 

^ Most certainly the latter, and if I could — but what could 1 
do?" ^ 

Perhaps nothing — perhap^much. We must act on drcum 
stances. But had we now not better part : I feel anxious to be 
oo-operating with my friend," said Warrington, rising and moving 
towards the door. 

" One moment longer — that is, if you are not too anxious to 
go," observed Alma, motioning him to remain. 

'^ What would my fair friend say ? " asked ihe othes, perceiving 
her to hesitate. 

" Should you escape this danger, as I hope you may," at length 
replied Alma, " I trust — I pray, that you will not be so thought- 
less as to venture here agiun. There may be other hazards in 
repeating your visits here, besides the fearful one you have 
already incurred of being seized in behalf of the public author- 
ities." 

" Indeed ! but in what way, lady ? " 

" There may be those," she answered with evident relu^*tance 
and with severely conflicting feelings, " who would look pi. your 
visits here with — with suspicion ; and who, I fear — whc^ perhaps, 
I would say, might have a disposition — that is, he may" — 

" I did not understand the name," said Warrington, with the 
appearance of wishing to relieve the embarassment of the other, 
and assist h£r to proceed. 

^< I did not name him, and I would gladly avoid doing so,'^ 
replied she, still hesitating. 

" But of what avail wiU be your caution, unless I know against 
whom to be on my guard ? " asked lie, with a little spice of the 
lawyer in the question, he being more anxious to learn the name 
of lus uqknown rival, to whom he rightly conjectured she alluded^ 
than concerned on account of any danger he apprehended from 
his j< alousy or malice. 

" But if you kept entirely away ? -.- unless, perht^, you 
^ould be sought out for the crimes you hire already committed," 
said the girl, half playfully. " I muck- wish you could have re^ 
eeived this intimation from others," she continued, after a pause; 
^but as you might not, and as I have ve^jtored, perhi^ unadvis* 
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Mj, to give it, I know not bat jou hare a just right to require 
the name. It is Sherwood — one Jacob SheiNrood." 

" Sherwood I *' said Warrington, in utter surprise, " Sherwood. 
That then explains several things that to me were mysteries. 
Sherwood !^' he repeated, musing, and speaking as if to himself, 
** yes, I know the man, and the heart of the man. But is it pos- 
nble, with Sherwood for a rival, and Alma Hendee the object, 
that she for him would ** — 

** Trespasser !^' exclaimed th^Rher, shaking her head with a 
look in which menace and roguishness were queerly blended, 
** trespasser, beware ! " 

" (>uel ! cruel ! I must not then even ask if there is hope, 
even one ray of hope, in the future ! " rejoined Warrington, with 
the air of tender reproach. 

** Oh, how can you ask " — replied Alma, her countenance now 
changing to a serious, even a sad expression, " how can you ask, 
or e2q>ect this, when I see no hope for myself? And how can 
^ou think of entering into a discussion so useless, at such a 
moment as this ? Gro, go ! " 

When Warrington, at the dose of the interview above 
described, entered the room of the revellers, he found them at 
the Ifeight of their boisterous "Carousals. The health of every 
known potentate on the earth, and some under i^ was proposed 
and drank, by the huge stranger, now the undisputed master of 
the ceremonies, who' at each* rapidly succeeding toast, tossed off 
his glass with as little apparent regard to its effect on himself, as 
if the beverage had been water — such, at least, was there every 
appearance of his doing : For he always lifted a full glass to his 
lips, and returned it empty to the table, while he made this his 
boast in urging the s^me on his companions of % the revel, all of 
whom, with the exception of Darrow, seemed little disposed to 
refuse a compliance. The latter, however, after drinking a few 
stinted glasses, contrived constantly to evade a repetition which 
would unfit him for the enterprise, that he, at liaat, had by no 
means lost sight of; while it was with inCTeasin^ uneasiness, that 
he perceived the fearful inroads which the liquo# was making on 
the faculties of his men. Thiii, however, might not have alarmed 
the wary sergeant, had both of his intended victims been in the 
same condition : Since so long as th^y drank as fre^ as the 
rest, ihe difficulty of their seizure, he knew, would be dimUiished 
ip the same proportion with the powers of the men, upbn whom 
he depended for its accomplishment. But Warrington, he soon 
noticed, though mingling gaily with the re«t at the board, seemed 
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Indined, like himself, to drink bat lightly, makiDg the iezcnse^ 
when urged to take more, that he wished to keep sober, in orde^ 
to take care of his brother huntei^ who seemed in a fair way to 
require his assistance. And the appearance of the stranger, 
indeed, soon well confirmed the truth of the observation* His 
wit fast grew vapid ; and some of his remarks were so silly, that 
none but the very drunkest of the soldiers would join him in the 
maudlin roar of laughter, which he raised at eadi of his efforts 
to be witty. He began to s^^ to and fro, and his huge frame 
to totter at every step, like a sapped tower about to fall to the 
earth, — all of which was observed by Darrow with a look of 
malicious satisfaction. 

Warrington now proposed that the companV should break up, 
and all retire for the night. This proposal was seconded, though 
from far different motives, by both the Captain and Darrow. A 
question, however, now arose in regard to the acconmiodations 
which could be furnished for sleeping ; the Captain stated that 
he had but two spare beds, which mi^ht be made to answer for 
four of the company. He should have been extremely happy to 
be able to accommodate all his guests with beds ; but as it was, 
they must agree among themselves who should occupy those he 
could furnish. The sergeant immediately proposed, that War- 
rington and hiPdrunken friend should take one of the beds, and 
himself and one of his men would occupy the other, while the 
rest should seek lodgings in the barn. At this moment, the 
drunken outlaw, roused from the stupor, into which he seemed to 
have fallen during the discussion, so far as to appear conscious 
of the point of debate, and hiccupping at every word, swore with 
a big oath, that his military friends should have the best — they 
should have both the beds, or he would fight them like h — ^L 
And that other scurvy hunter, who was not man enough to drink 
like a gentleman, should go to the bam with him, and sleep on 
the hay, or he would fight him too, and be d— d to him." 

To this, Darrow, for some reasons of his own, strenuously ob- 
jected, and the debate was growing warm, when Miss Hendee 
entered the room, and after asking the cause of their dispute, and 
looking a moment with an air of disgust at the now helpless 
stranger, earnestly begged of her father to let the creature have 
his way, and by no meaijs suffer him to occupy a bed in the 
house. 

" I think, Captaiii Hendee," remarked Warrington, now for 
the first time offering an opinion^ << that the man's notions, as bad 
off as he appears to be, are correct. "ELp will probably keep Uia 
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house in an uproar half the night, if he remains. It is mora 
suitable, I think, that he should be taken to the bam. And it is 
my duty, I suppose, to attend him." 

" I by no means intended to exclude you in my prohibition, 
sir," said Alma, addressing Warrington. 

'' Oh, no, certainly not, I presume. But I think I ought to 
go with him," rejoined Warrington. " And a bed of hay," he 
added gaily, ^'is far better than has sometimes fallen to my 
lot" 

"Hoy! there. Cap — Cap — Capting!" stammered out the 
stranger, liA^ing his head, though nearly falling out of his chair 
at the effort, ** say, you Cap — Capting Handy, Hindy — dev — 
divil knows what, take goo4 care — care my rifle — cost ten 
pounds — king's lawful cur — cur — curren — cyation , — Grod 
d — ^n — bless fiim ! " 

" And of mine too. Captain, if you will. We will leave them 
in the house till morning, with your permission," observed War- 
rington, exchanging a significant glance with Miss Hendee. 

Darrow, who till now had manifested a determination that our 
two outlaws should remain in the house with him, on hearing 
that the valuable rifles were to be left behind, seemed no longer 
to entertain any suspicion of the arrangement last j>roposed, and 
conceded the point without further objection. 
^ " Captain Hendee then ordering Neshobee to take the rifles 
»into the next room, and pointing out the beds to be occupied by 
Darrow and his men, took leave of his guests for the night, and 
with his daughter retired to the other part of the house. Every 
thing being now settled to the apparent satisfaction of all parties, 
it only remained to get the helpless and unwieldy outlaw to his 
lodgings in the bam. And Darrow and his men all declaring 
that they would by no means consent to quit their generous enter- 
tainer till they had seen him safely disposed of for the night, 
Warrington and the soberest soldiers to be found in the company, 
now assisted bim in getting on his feet, and bracing out his legs 
so that he could be kept from dropping on the floor. When this, 
with considerable difficulty, and no little noise and merriment, 
had been effected, they planted themselves firmly under each 
arm, and at the Word of command, sportively given by one of 
the company, trundled, or rather pushed his huge and staggering 
carcase forward toward the barn, attended by the whole com- 
pany, reeling, jostling, and shouting along by his side. After 
they had arrived there, and succeeded in getting their charge 
over the threshold, they unceremoniously tumbled him on a pile 
11 
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of hay on the bam iloor ; when, after exchanging mock ceremo- 
nies of parting politeness, Darrow and all his men, now feeling 
sure of an easy and safe capture as soon as their intended vic- 
tims were asleep, departed for the house. 

" Charles ! " said the big outlaw, raising himself on his elbow, 
as soon as the sounds of the receding footsteps of the soldiers 
had died away " Charles !" he repeated, in a low, though perfectly 
sober tone, " you creep carefully round to those side windows, 
and see if some of these curses aint still lurking round the bam 
to watch us.** 

The other, silently complying, soon retumed, and reported 
that no one was visible. 

"Well now, Charles," resumed -the first speaker, "you get 
down there at my feet, and see if you can pull off my plaguy old 
boots. There is more than a quart of rum in them. I can nei- 
ther ran nor fight worth a copper with my feet in such a devil's 
pickle." 

" Upon my word, Colonel I *' said Warrington, while comply- 
ing with the request just made, " you would make no slouch of 
a juggler. I saw no chance of succeeding in any way short of 
drinking or openly refusing. And I was not a little puzzled to 
decide whether you were stark mad in taking such quantities of 
liquor, or whether you had some way of otherwise disposing of it, 
which I could not detect Indeed, for the last half hour I have ^ 
been perfectly at a loss to know whether you were drunk or sober, 
flow did you contrive to cheat them so cleverly ? " 

" Buttoned up my high collared coat, so as to come up over 
my chin, at the onset. Then minding to stand so as to admit.no 
side viewsto that hawk-eyed sergeant, or to the others, till they 
were too far gone to see straight, I dashed every glass down my 
bosom. — Not a spoonful has gone down my tluroat to-night ! so 
help me Peter ! who never lied but three times, as I recollect 
But come, we must be thinking of something else now. And the 
first question to be settled is^ whether we s^tll go off without our 
rifies, and perhaps lose them entirely, or whether we shall hatch 
up some scheme to get them out of the house ? " 

" I have strong hope, though I may be disappointed," said the 
other in reply, " that we shaiL soon get hold of th^m through 
other agency than our owft. I think we had better venture on 
remaining here a few moments longer to wait the result of an 
effort, wMch, I feel quite confident, will be made for tins pur* 
pose." 

" Aha, Charley ? — been ploughing with the Captain's heiferi 
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hey ? "Well, we will wait a little. Yes, yes, I see now what the 
sly jade was at, when she set in so plausibly to have * the loath- 
some creature ' carried off to the ham. And, indeed, Charles, I 
suspected, soon after I arrived, that you was in for it, there. But 
how in the name of Cupid, and Hymen, and Venus, and all that 
sort of heathen cattle, did you happen to pounce upon such a 
superb piece of housel stuff? I thought you never strayed so 
far down here to the land's end ? " 

Warrington then related to his companion all the circumstances 
connected with his acquaintance with the different members of 
the Hendee family, his late discovery relative to his ownership 
of the land, and the course which he had, and still intended to 
pursue in that respect, without revealing, however, the uncertain 
and somewhat peculiar attitude in which he stood with the 
daughter. 

** Right nobly said and done ! " exclaimed the other, who had 
listened with the appearance of much interest to the recital, and 
who seemed highly to appreciate the delicate generosity of War- 
rington, " nobly, indeed, though with a higher touch of the chiv- 
alrous, I fear, my dear fellow, than you would often find recipro- 
cated in this wooden age and country. However, you will one 
of these days be rewarded, I suppose, by receiving the same 
lands, and an article with them that will richly pay you for your 
f forbearance: For by all the saints, from Saint Paul down to 
ragged Saint Patrick, I swear, that if there be any angels of 
clay — that, though, is nonsense for a married man. But seri- 
ously, Charles, I do n't know when I have seen the like of that 
girl ! A form and face, the mould of which, I think, must have 
been broken with but one cast — eyes with the rich and lustrous 
hue of good old indigo, though pure and clear as the mudless 
crystal to the very depths of the soul beyond them. And then 
her smile, Charles — enough to craze an anchorite, by heav- 



ens 



!» 



" Really, Colonel,** rejoined Warrington, jocosely, ** you would 
,make me jealous if I had but a tithe of the title to the girl that 
you seem to suppose. She is engaged, man, to one Sherwood, 
the very fellow, as I this night ascertained from her own lips, 
whom we caught and beech-sealed for a spy and traitor, on our 
way down the Creek, and to whom, doubtless, we are indebted for 
this concerted plan for our seizure." 

" I heard of your doings with that scoundrel, as I came along a 
day or two after. And the only fault I find about it is, that you 
did not string him up, according to decree of cpnventionji in such 
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case made and proTided. But can it be po883>le, Charles, tliftt 
God ever made thb girl for such a fellow ? I swear, I do n% 
believe it ! And if there is not enough of 70a to set him 
aside " — 

** Well, what then ? " 

" Why, you do n't deserve her, that 's aU — but whist ! I 
thought I heard a footstep. See to your pistols, Charles ! " 

^ All handy, ColoneL But what is your plan if they beset us 
here?" 

" Why, fight 'em, most likely, I think, — a d — n poor story if 
we two aint a match for those four half fuddled devUs ! ** 

" Certainly, but there were nearly, or quite as many more, 
posted round the house in ambush, or my ears deceived me 
sadly." 

"No? were there?" 

" Yes, I am positive, CokmeL" 

"WeU, well, Charles, the trifling addition of three or four 
more of them aint worth standing about But hush again ! " 
continued the speaker, his Yoice sinking to a whisper, " I was 
right : I just caught tiie glimpse of a head peering in at that side 
door." 

The senses of the big outlaw had not deceived him. And the 
object of his suspicion now appeared several times before the partly 
opened door ; Uiough at eadi time suddenly, and for a moment 
withdrawn. At length the door was cautiously opened consider- 
ably wider, and the questionable head thrust fairly in, where it 
remained stationary as a block for a full minute. 

" Umph ! " at length uttered the object, in a low, but distmct 
tone. 

" All right," said Warrington, « it is Neshobee, as I ex- 
pected." 

"Umph! me come — got um your rifles," said the latter, 
noiselessly advancing, and >M>ii^ing the guns to each of their 
respective owners. 

" You have done us no fool of a favor, my flne fellow," said 
the elder Green Mountain Boy. « How did you get the ffuna 
out of the house. ^ & 6 

"Missus Abna contrive um all," replied the Indian. "She 
put um out her sleep-room window — then say it — so me go 
bring um." ° 

^ "A glorious girl, that, by Jupiter I" resumed the former. 
Xou and she both, my red friend, deserve a pension at ouf 
nands. Here, take hold of this crown piece, to be^ upon." 
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^ Him good ! Cappen, him good afore/' said the natiye, taking 
the proffered coin. % 

■** And I will try to continue so," said Warrington, thrustiug 
another crown into the Indian's ready hand. "But anything 
more, Neshohee ? " he continued, judging from the other's man- 
ner, that he had something further to impart. 

" Missus Ahna say me tell um go — say the rest sogers come 
in house now, drink rum more again — say, go straight, quick, 
better — no stay minute." 

" Grood advice, too," said the big outlaw, " and let us lose no 
time in following it. Charles, lead the way ! " 

Cautiously emerging from the bam, and clearing the yard 
fence, our two friends now proceeded, with silent but rapid steps, 
through the open field, till Uiey gained a knoll about sixty rods 
firom the house, when the nameless outlaw paused and looked 
back. 

" Clear of the rascals at last, I believe," observed Warrington. 
The other made no reply, but stood as if debating some point 
in his mind, which he was unable to decide. 

** Well, which way now. Colonel ? " resumed the former, think- 
ing his companion might be hesitating about the route they should 
take. 

^ Get thee behind me, Satan ! " at length exclaimed the other, 
violently dashing back hpjLh his hands. '' Give me joy, Charles," 
he added, without paying the least attention to the question that 
had just been asked him, " give me joy, for I have conquered." 

"Indeed, sir, it is quite impossible for me to comprehend 
you." 

" Not comprehend me I Oh, true, how should you ? It only 
passed through my mind. Well, Charles, I have been sorely 
tempted — never so tempted in my life." 
" About what, pray ? " 

"Why, about going over and taking yonder fort to-night 
According to your account of the numbers now on this side^ 
there cannot be over ten or a dozen left in the garrison. You 
and I could have taken their boat here, while they were waiting 
for us to get to sleep, slipped over, and made tha attempt. I 
think we could carry it. ^d, ah!" continued the^eaker, rub- 
bing his bands in ecstacy, " there would have been glory, glory in 
it, Charles ! " But duty forbade ; for a failure certainly, and suc- 
cess, probably, would have defeated an object of two-fold import- 
ance to the country. And conscience told me I should forego my 
private wishes for public good. That object, as stone walls have 
11* 
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ears, tliej saj, I will not name here. But it wbb that wbidi 
brought me into this section. Hendee's situation here, so near 
one of the enemy's strong holds, made it important that his feel- 
ings should be known. And it was for that purpose I called to- 
night, when I unexpectedly found you. I intended to have been 
at half a dozen other places before this, and I should, but for 
this cursed bother with these minions of hell and New York. 
We will now on to your encampment. I called there at sunset. 
Your lieutenant had returned. The party sent to seize the sur- 
veyor had just been heard from, and were expected to arrive with 
their prisoner to-night He must be tried and disposed of in a 
hurry. But have you made any further discoveries about the 
York justice in this section ? " 

'^ I have ascertained his residence, and discovered the bearing 
of his feeling towards the enemy — nothing further." 

" Enough ! I have received, since we parted, papers which 
settle the case. We must have him up, and do off all this York 
business in a batch in the morning ; for there is much to be done 
to-morrow, in preparation of a general meeting of the trusty 
to-morrow night, in the vicinity of the Middle Falls. Ah! 
Charles, there is something afoot, to which this petty warfare we 
have been engaged in with New York, is as a rush-light to the 
meridian sun ! I bum to be in it; for it will be great, daring, 
and glorious ! " 

Leaving our two Green Mountain Boys to proceed to their 
present destination, with hearts swelling at the thought of the 
future, and somewhat elated withal at their fortunate escape from 
a danger of certainly no small magnitude, when the vicinage of 
The fort, and the small chance for a rescue are considered, we 
will return for a moment to the company we left at the house. 
It would be difficult to describe the rage and chagrin of Darrow, 
and his men, when, after waiting tiU they supposed their two 
intended victims were helpless in sleep, they proceeded stealthily, 
and with undoubting assurance of an easy victory, to the barn, 
^d discovered that their birds were both flown. They saw at 
once that they had been fairly outwitted by the wily outlaws. 
Solacing themselves, however, with a promise of seizing the 
fugitives ai^her day, they gave up the project for the present, 
well knowing that any attempt at pursuit would now be utterly 
useless. And at the command of Darrow, who kept his future 
purposes, whatever they might be, to himself, they all silently 
withdrew from the house, and immediately crossed over to th« 
fort. 
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CHAPTffit xn. 



M They came not ftom the head, It waa the heart that wrote them.** 



The next morning after the a£&ir at the Lower Falls, between 
our Green Mountain Boys and the hired minions of Colonel 
Beed, a -separation, as the reader will readily remember, took 
place among the former, the several individuals who had occupied 
a conspicuous place^in our story, departing in different directions, 
and with objects as diverse as their various destinations. Some 
of these individuals, still designed to sustain a dose connection 
with the events we have undertaken to delineate, have been neg- 
lected through several of our last chapters, in order to preserve, 
as unbroken as possible, the chain of the leading part of the 
narrative, in several scenes we had commenced, so nearly con- 
nected as to render a break alike disagreeable to both reader and 
writer. But being allowed a short respite before following those 
with whom w&Jiave just parted, we now hasten to bestow, in the 
first place, some attention on our friend Selden, and his new 
charge, the volatile, but not ungifted, Jessy Beed, by following them 
to the destination, for which they were on the point of embark- 
ing when we left them. This was at Skenesboro*, near the south 
end of the lake, so called from the name of the proprietor of a 
large body of land at this place, — Colonel Skene, who, being not 
only a wealthy landholder, but the commander of one of the 
king's regiments, had here constructed a large, strong, stone 
house, and made it a sort of military post, as well as the residence 
of his family and various dependents. The whole of this curious 
establishment, not a little resembling that of one of the ancient 
feudal lords, was, at this time, under the command of Major 
Skene, a son of the proprietor, the father having been some 
months absent, engaged in negociations for his o\^ aggrandize- 
ment at the British court It was to this place that Miss Beed 
had so fearlessly undertaken a voyage in an open skiff, with <me 
oarsman, and Selden, her volunteer knight attendant. But a 
description of this voyage, together with many circumstances 
which preceded it, we wUl now, agreeably to a previous intima- 
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tion, allow the £ur Yojager to give in her own langnnge. And 
for this purpose we present the following letter, sent hj her a 
few days after her arrival at Skeneshoro', and received on the 
morning following the events recorded in the last chapter : — 

To Miss Alma Hekdee, — 

^ I have most serious douhts, mj dear Alma, whether I am 
exactly myself. And should you he equally dubious, as I expect 
you will, when yon have perused all that I shall now, under the 
rose, impart, you may set it down, if you please, as the relation 
of a pretty dream, which has passed through the brain of Philip 
Skene's half-courted high-flyer, while dozing under the soporific 
thoughts of a matter of course, all very suitable sort of a match, 
with his grave and calculating majorship. One thing, however, 
I imagine, is certain ; and that is, that I am here at Skenesboro*, 
snugly immured in the Major's stone castle. And why I am so 
positive of this is, that I feel so sleepy, and have felt so ever 
since he left us. He! who? Ah! that sets me afloat again! 
But I will begin at the beginning ; and, dream or no dream, you 
shall have the whole of my adventures with (now be making up 
your mouth for interjections!) those horrid, brave, dear, ugly 
Green Mountain Boys. 

Accompanying my father from Montreal, with my half Indian 
girl, Zilpah Wampum, under the arrangement that we should be 
left, and stationed at Skenesboro' during his contemplated sojourn 
of some time in the city of New York, I besought him right 
earnestly on the way, to let me go with him to visit his posses- 
sions up Otter Creek, to which he intended to return for a day 
after landing us at the Major*s. After a few of those not very 
alarming affairs, pshaws ! pishes ! «&c., I carried my point, as I 
generally do, with my, I fear, too indulgent parent. Aiid what 
was a still greater victory, and certainly, much harder to be won, 
I prevailed upon him at last to let us remain there for akfew days 
after he had proceeded on his journey, under the condition that 
I should take a very fair, warm, and very calm day, within a we^ 
at farthest, and, with our best boat, and two of our most careful 
men there, proceed to our original destination. 

" Well, there we remained at that wild, romantic place, happy 
as larks ; by day rambling round the fields for flowers, skirting 
the woods for spruce gum, boxberries, and birds' nests, and at 
night, listening to the adventures of the men, or quizzing the 
honest old Mcintosh, the commander of the post, as he calls 
himself — there we remained, I say, till the fourth day afler father 



TH£ GREXN MOUNTAIN B0T8. 129 

had left us, when, who should make his appearance, hat that 
plausible and oilj-tongued beau of yours, Jacob Sherwood, an- 
Bouncing that a band of Green Mountam Boys, headed by War- 
rington, the outlaw, was in full march to lay waste, bum, and 
destroy our possessions, and murder every soul to be found on 
the premises, or at least to carry us off as captives to their dens 
in the mountains I My heart beat like a young drummer I And 
as for Zilpah, though mute as a fish, her complexion wonderfully 
improved about that time, I assure you. However, being a sol- 
dier's daughter, as well as yourself, 1 soon made up my mind not 
to die of fright, at least ; so I flew round, helped &e men to 
make cartridges, and whatever else I could do, in preparation for 
the expected visit. Sherwood was invited to aid in putting the 
garrison in a state of defence, and remain with us through the 
coming siege. But oh, no ! he could n't possibly ! He must be 
off to the woods to watch the enemy's i^proach, and ^ve us 
signal guns when they arrived at the dearing. Well, after the 
whole establishment had .resounded with the din of preparation 
about an hour, and everything was prepared for their reception, 
Mcintosh called us together, women and all, for a council of war, 
to hear the different plans that might be offered as to the best 
mode of conducting ike defence, Uiough doggedly determined, all 
the while, that none but his own should be adopted. And what 
think you that was ? Why, that all the men should take the 
field against the enemy, and fight their way back, under cover of 
log-heaps, to the works, leaving us, poor women, entirely alone, 
to unbar the gate to receive them, when they should reach it and 
give the watch-word. This sage phm of operations, as you may 
well suppose, did not at all strike my fancy. But finding oppo- 
sition useless, I submitted with the best grace I could, demand- 
• ing, however, as the terms of my compliance, that they should 
leave me a good musket (a Major's wife at one of our stations, 
some years ago, having taught me how to load and fire one), for 
our defence, in case J should have occasion to use it. This 
settled, Mcintosh marshalled his men, sallied out, and lay in 
ambush till the enemy appeared, when a battle commenced, in 
which powder enough was burnt to have slain a regiment, though, 
strange to tell, not one drop of blood was spilled on either side. 

" Now comes my part of this queer drama. While I stood 
at the gate listening, with 'palpitating heart, to the thunders of 
the musketry in the field, and anxiously awaiting the signal to 
open to our men, I heard steps outside the enclosure, which I 
knew could not proceed from any of our party. Almost despe- 
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fate with ^*:ixr. I s^^'zeil rbe fottdH rm w&i^rb Imi been left fat 
■K. an«i ifood oq the (it^^fkiive, while poor ZQptth. adll worse 
fri^.utnefL ti*^ in'o die hoose. Ail fijr m f^w noiDents was 
qniety wheti tarpenin^ to look roaiul I beh*?lfL to my otter aor- 
priae aod cofL^rematioo. ooe o^' tbe enoBT approachin? me, three 
of tbem. it aeetoa^ baring aireadr scalf^ tiie waDs behind the 
hooAe. Heaven ior^^T^ me ! in the desperation of the mom^it 
I fired mr rm at Lim, thoc^iu thanks to the same hearen, with- 
out hitting him. He proved to be the hetitenant of Warringtmi, 
who now, with the other man, nshed forward firom behind the 
boose, when all stood co nfi o min g se. Bot what do joa think 
they did ? Seize me like mffians, as from Sherwood's tale of the 
horribles, I expected ? No, they came forward, and, in the most 
mild and gentlemanly manner, adrised, nay, entreated me to 
retire into tbe boose, to wfaodi I now so fl ered m3rself to be con- 
ducted by Lieutenant SeMen, who had just proTidentiaUy escaped 
death by my hand ! I think I most have appeared like a fooL 
I certainly felt like one. 

•* I need not inform yoa that oar men now soon sorrendered 
to the Green Mountain Boys, who took possession, clsdming, 
however, none of the movableB, and asking only that the men 
shoald leave the place the next day. The treatment I received, 
and the explanations given me by Warrington, (who by the way 
ift a noble looking fellow; Ahna, I wish yoa could see him), in 
regard to this war about titles, soon overset all my preconceived 
opinions of the Green Mountain Boys. Indeed, if we can rely 
on their statements, I hardly know how our people can be justi- 
fied in driving these |>oor settlers from their farms. 

♦♦ But what shall I say of him — Mr. Selden, I mean ? Who 
irould credit — I would not a week ago, I am sure — that, after 
Laving called him a ruffian and monster to his face, as I did when 
he first approached me, I was found in the twilight of the same 
evening, rambling, arm in arm, with the handsome, quizzical, 
audacious rogue, along the freshly flowered banks of the Otter, 
quoting poetry with him, or listening to the better poetry of his 
own brilliant conceptions, which sometimes flowed from his lips 
in bursts of surpassing eloquence, and sometimes in sallies of 
wit, so original and irresistibly humorous, that I would defy the 
gravest puritan in the land to keep his risibles from breaking 
loose on the occasion. He volunteered to attend me to Skenes- 
boro*, the next day, and I — now do n't suspect me of being cap- 
tivated with the fellow, Alma — I accepted his offer — how^could 
t do less ? Well, the next morning, with Zilpah, bag and bag- 
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gage — the bag, you will say, perliaps, should have been given 
to him — and with one of father's trusty and strong-armed High* 
landers for an oarsman, we shipped aboard boat, and proceeded 
down the Creek. The day was most serenely fair. And our 
voyage to the mouth of the stream, as we glided along with the 
gently flowing current in its meandering course, was indeed de- 
BghtfuL The forest-lined banks were beautifully frosted with the 
white wood violet, or blushing with beds of wild tulips ? while 
ttie budding branches of the overhanging trees above, seemed 
fairly vivified by the thousand melodious duets that were joyously 
bursting from the happy little hearts df these mins'fcrel lovers of 
the grove. 

" After we had reached the open lake, we found a pretty breeze 
blowing freshly from the westward. And the gentleman, fixing 
up a blanket for ^ sail, our little craft swept through the lake 
right merrily, I assure you. We were soon abreast of your 
charming situation. And I could hardly consent to pass you 
without hauling up for a short morning call ; but the men urging 
that by improving the breeze we could easily reach our destina- 
tion by night, when otherwise we might fail of so doing, I reluct- 
antly agreed to forego the pleasure of seeing you, and introducing 
my Green Mountain Phoenix — not that I am particularly 
charmed with him myself, but I think you would have been grat- 
ified in beholding so rare an avis, as a gentleman, as he really is, 
from so wild and savage a region as this Green Mountain 
country. ^ 

" At noon we dined quite romantically from off the middle seat 
of our boat, on edibles furnished from our store-basket, and 
neatly arranged by Zilpah. I never partook with greater zest ; 
and what with the keenness of our appetites, the novelty of the 
affair, and the thousand spicy things said on the occasion, I do n't 
believe I should have enjoyed the banquet of a princess with 
half the pleasure that I did this meal. 

" After we had taken our refreshment and again got under 
way, for we had run into a little cove, beautiftilly overarched 
by a cluster of whispering pines, the saucy rogue so managed as 
to get Zilpah and the oarsman into one part of the boat, and 
himself and your humble servant into the other, with our blanket 
sail forming an impenetrable screen between. Here, after senti- 
mentalizing and poetizing awhile over the ever changing views 
of scenery, alternating with the majestic and beautiful, as we 
rapidly glided by them, he began a set of compliments so very 
^inted, and squinting loveward, but at the same time so oddly 
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framed, that I knew not whether to laugh or be angry. I should 
have severely chided so much boldness in a stranger, however, 
on one or two occasions, had not the provoking creature, care-> 
fully watching my countenance, thrown in some remark that gave 
an entirely different turn to the whole meaning of what he had 
begun to say. So you see, Alma, how far I am from anything 
like the tender passion in this strangely begun, and do less 
stranp^ely maintained acquaintance. 

" The remainder of our voyage was now mostly occupied by 
him in giving me a history of his life as far as he knew it him- 
self, relating the singuliu*, «nd certainly very romantic adventures 
through which he passed, from his childhood to the present hour. 
Having neither time nor space to detail them now, I will only 
say briefly, that he was bom somewhere in New England, as he 
supposes ; for he neither knows his birth-place, nor the name of 
his parents. But by some means or other falling into mercenary 
hands, when a mere child, he was sold as a slave, — passed 
through several hands, and at length carried over the waters, — 
taken into the protection of a philanthropic nobleman in England, 
by whom he was liberally educated, and furnished with a hand* 
some outfit to purchase a commission in the army, or seek his 
fortune wherever he could find it. He then, after wandering 
awhile in Europe, obeyed the impulse of his own heart, and came 
to visit his own country ; when, being enamored of a sylvan life, 
and thinking he should enjoy the excitements usually to be found 
in a border settlement, he soon found his way to the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, and enlisted in the controversy, which he here found 
going on between the settlers and the New Yorkers. 

" By the time he had closed this very interesting, and delight- 
fully told autobiography, we hove in sight of me castellated 
establishment of the Sfcenes*. It was then, almost for the first 
time, that it occurred to me, that, attended as I was, my meeting 
with the family must be an extremely awkward one, since the 
feelings of the Msgor, as well as those of his father, the Colonel, 
are known to be hostile to the Green Mountain Boys, and I could 
not forbear hinting this to Selden, and suggesting, at the same 
time, the expediency of withholding from the family, till he had 
gone, all knowledge of the late affair at the Falls, or his passing 
incog, among them. 

" * Oh, no ! ' was his prompt reply, * mince no matters on my 
account, fair lady. Having made my peace with her who is 
most interested, and obtained an absolution for my offences — 
have I not? at least,' he continued, with a tone and smile so 
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Bweet, SO tender, and yet so imploring, that I found my Lead 
nodding an* assent before I knew it, * at least, may I not be 
permitted to hope I shall, my dear Miss Reed ? — having done 
this, they must be singularly disposed indeed, to espouse the quar- 
rels of others if they offer me any personal disrespect. No, no, 
fear it not, and should you feel disposed to countenance my re- 
maining at this place through the night, I shall gladly risk all 
consequences to myself from so doing.* 

"We had now reached the landdng, and in a moment the 
inmates of the house, who were expecting me about these days, 
and had conjectured who we were, all rushed out, and Marge and 
Mary Skene, with their brother, came flying like two paper kites 
with a lubberly boy at their tails, down to the boat to receive us* 
I do n't know how I made my tongue do its office in returning 
their salutations, for my heart certainly leaped right up plump 
into my mouth, and I cannot conceive how ihsX poor little mem- 
ber, so shamefully belied in our sex, Qoald have possibly found 
room to wag ! It did, however, and I introduced Mr. Selden, by 
name, to them all. The girls, I thought, seemed rather pleased 
that I had brought them a new candidate for their toils, and so 
fine a looking fellow into the bargain. But the Major, reckoning 
on the possibility, I suppose, that the other might become a can- 
didate for the toils of somebody besides sifclers, looked rather 
askew at my gentleman, nevertheless, not kncJwing exactly what 
might be a safe conclusion on such uncertxdn premises, he soon 
brought himself to behave quite decently, and escorted us all to 
the house without further ado. But further triala were in store 
for me : for Mr. Selden, as soon as we had all got comfortably 
seated, to my surprise, broke the ice at once — and, after craving 
their attention a moment, while he relieved Miss Reed, as he 
said, of a task which he could readily conceive would be an un- 
pleasant one for her to perform, very coolly related the whole 
transaction which led to his acquaintance with me, and the con- 
sequent responsibility that devolved on him of seeing me safe to 
my friends. 

" I felt, though I can scarcely tell why I should, like a crimi- 
nal, while Mr. Selden was making this development^ which, I had 
many fears, would involve his personal safety ; notwithstanding 
he has done nothing, as yet, he tells me, that the York govern- 
ment consider worthy of death or bonds. All seemed much 
surprised at what they heard, and in the Major's face — that is, 
as soon as he could comprehend the matter, for it takes an idea 
•ome time, you know, to get through his cranium, and no great 
12 
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wonder, neither, considering how far it has to go — in the Ma- 
jor's face 4 saw evident signs of a gathering storm. *But know- 
ing, that on a reasonable calcalation, Mr. 8. might count on two 
days at least before a eloud engendering in so cold a climate 
would become sufficiently charged to be dangerous, I did not feel 
greatly alarmed, and especially so as the girls seemed disposed 
to laugh at the affair. And Marge, on Mr. Selden*s playfiiUy 
proposing to submit himself to us ladies to pass sentence for his 
crimes, quite smartly observed, that we would sentence him to an 
imprisonment of a week in their stone jug, as she termed their 
house, and be let out to attend us on horseback or in a boat ride 
each day. 

" We now passed the remainder of the evening very pleasantly. 
And for the next two days we almost literally inflicted on !ft£p. 
Selden the sentence which had been so queerly imposed. We 
read, walked, sailed, and rode, alternately; and a right merry 
time we had of it, I assure you — Mr. Selden in the mean time 
becoming a great favorite with the girls, especially with Marge, 
to whom I thought he was rather more particular than he should 
have been in strict politeness to the rest of us. He had an object, 
however, I presume, in conciliating the girls by his attentions. 
Do you think, Alma, that Marge Skene is so very handsome aa 
some pretend to think her ? 

" * But where was my doughty Major in the meanwhile ? ' yon 
will ask. Why he was so unaccountably busy with the workmen 
in the field just about those days, that he could not, on any 
account, attend us on any of our delightful excursions. And 
when he joined us at our meals, he was as grave as a Turk. Mr. 
S., however, I thought, was less alarmed than amused at his 
awefulness of countenance. 

'< After two days thus spent, and on the morning of the third 
after our arrival, Mr. S. suddenly announced to us his intention 
of an immediate departure. The girls were evidently touched 
with regret and disappointment at this unexpected announcement, 
thinking, perhaps, that their work was but half complete. But 
if ever Margery, or Mary Skene, is selected by him for a cyno- 
sure, I have mistaken his taste ; and yet, I confess, his conduct 
has sometimes not a little puzzled me. He thanked me for the 
consideratioil I had shown him under unpleasant circumstances 
of our first acquaintance in a manner so handsome and feeling, 
that it made me feel like a condemned and guilty one, when I 
thought of that mad act of mine, which marked the introduction 
to which he alluded. He then very politely thanked the girls for 
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tbeir kindness and hospitality, and was about to depart, wher 
Marge founfl tongue to invite him to renew his visit. 

** * I know not,' he answered, somewhat pensively, * that cir- 
cumstances will ever permit me that pleasure in person, but if 
you know of any way, fair ladies,' — he continued, glancing 
"^ quite meaningly at somebody, as the girls in their jokes would 
afterwards have it — *any way of receiving the visits I may pay 
yoa in dreams, I doubt not that you will often be favored with the 
repetition you have so kindly invited. Adieu, ladies, adieu.' 

" I do not certainly know the reason of Mr. Selden's abrupt 
departure, but from what I can gather, I suspect the Major had 
that morning despatched an express to the authorities at Albany, 
with a view to get the former arrested. This I presume, he, by 
some means or other, got wind of, and I am glad of it, if for no 
other reason than that it defeated Philip's jealous meanness. He 
gave us all quite a lecture that night for being so familiar with 
one who was so much a stranger, and threw out many ill-natured 
remarks about Mr. S. that helped his own cause, perhaps, less 
than he imagined. I wish heaven had made him such a man. 

" 1 must now close this long, and, I fear, very foolish letter. 
I dare not read it over, for fear I should bum it. I shall remain 
here for the present — I must, I suppose, till father returns. O, 
what will he say when he hears what they have done with his 
possessions ! For myself, I care little, or nothing about it. He 
loses only what he paid for the land — a mere trifle.. As for the 
labor and improvements bestowed there, he has been more than 
twice paid by the profits received. Besides, he is wealthy 
enough without this property, which, I really suspect, he cruelly 
took from the poor settlers, who had as good a right to it as him- 
self — perhaps better. 

" P. S. I said I nust stay here till father's return, but should 
he tarry some months, I might contrive, perhaps, to come and 
spend a few weeks with you. If I should, as Mr. S. will be 
somewhere in your vicinity, probably, and may claim me as an 
acquaintance, you might possibly have an opportunity of being 
introduced 4o him — that is, if he knew that I was there. Now, 
my dear girl, I must bid you good-bye, with the charge — now 
lift up your hand and swear — that you will neither show this, 
nor .breathe aught of its contents to mortal ear ! Kemember 1 1 
Write soon — adieu. Jessy.** 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



**Too ahaU be viceiOTS here, *tis true. 
But He *U be Tkefoye over you.*' 

"S^ait not tiU thinge grow dcspcnter, 
For hanging is no laughing matter.*' 



A FEW miles to the southward of the encampment of the 
Green Mountain Boys, before described, stood the tenement of a 
settler whose improvements were somewhat in advance of th^ 
rough beginnings of those who resided in fhe immediate vicinity^ 
And the owner and occupant, having gained that point of com* 
parative thrift from which he could look down upon his less for- 
tunate neighbors, had lately begun to manifest an ambition to 
outshine them also in tHe civil distinctions to which he believed 
himself now entitled. But his solicitude for preferment not 
allowing him to await the tardy honors which his fellow settlers 
of the New Hampshire party might be inclined to bestow, he 
had lately turned his longing eye to other dispensers of these 
coveted favors. And the prayer of his heart, being secretly 
made known in the right quarter, was soon answered in the shf^ 
of an offer of the office of justice of the peace from the government 
of New York. Though aware of the dangerous nature of such 
an honor to an inhabitant of the Grants, yet the temptation, which 
was now set before him, and which, indeed, he had indirectly 
sought, was altogether too great to be resisted ; and, in an evil 
hour, he privately accepted the office, in defiance of a decree of 
the Convention of his countrymen, which had placed the accept- 
ance of such an office, from such a source, by a settler, high in 
the calendar of punishable offences. 

To the tenement of this aspiring dignitary we will now take 
the reader, in anticipation of other visitors. It was the next 
morning after the adventure of Warrington and his friend, the 
stout stranger, at Captain Hendee's ; and the dawning light was 
just beginning to appear in the dapple east. The freshly made 
squire was already awake, reflecting with peculiar inward satia- 
&ction on the honors of his new station, as he lay beside hia 
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loving rib in a small bed-room adjoining the kitchen. He had 
only the night before received his commission, and his heart was 
full of the pleasing subject. He not only dwelt on the present 
consequence which the office would confer, but his expanding 
thoughts began to stretch forward to the future ; and he counted 
over the probabilities of his advancing, on a stepping stone like 
this, to much higher distinctions under a government, which, he 
was now ready to believe — nay, secretly to wish — would soon 
exercise the entire control in the settlement. 

" They will call me squire, now," he solilocjuized, half aloud, 
" and once squire, always squire : so I shall get the title, let what 
will come of it." 

•* Come of what, Mr. Prouty ? " asked his helpmeet with a 
yawn, awakening just in time to catch the last part of the. sen- 
tence. 

** Why ! why, I thought you was asleep, Polly. Come of 
what, did you say? Oh, nothing in particular; only I have 
been thinking over things a little. And I'll tell you what it is — 
there will shortly be a great overturn in this settlement. There 
will, you may depend on 't." 

" What, the Yorkers get the upper hand ? ** 

** Sartain as you live-, Polly ! " 
' " Then where will go the title to our farm ? That was what 
you was talking to yourself about, wan't it, now ? " 

" No, it wan*t. And that aint a thing, neither, that troubles 
me a might." 

<* Why not?" 

" Because the office I have just got under the York govern- 
ment I consider amounts to a security against that. And if the 
Green Mountain Boys will let me alone — but I do n't intend 
they shall know about my office yet awhile." 

" Yes, but what good will it do you to be a justice, if you can't 
be squire ? " 

^^ Why, what does the woman mean ? " 

"I mean if you darsent let folks know, so as to call you 
squire." 

" Oh, I can do some business, even now, among the York 
party, without much danger. And it* wont be long before all that 
trotiiii^Mfill be over : For, as I told you, there is about to be a 
compOTlPdrvertum here. The Yrorkers are preparing to come on 
with a,«troi^ armed force. Now don't say anything to the 
neighbors about this, Polly, as I had it in confidence from Mr. 
Sherwood." 

12» 
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«* Oh, did you ? Well, that Mr. Sherwood is a com|dete geiH 
tleman — how perlite he is I Do n't you think so, Mr. Prouty ? " 

<' Yes, perlite enough, forzino. Well, as I was going to say, 
if they come on, Ethan Allen, Warrington, and Member Baker, 
with all they can raise, will stand no fag at all with a regular 
York army. And all who stand out then will be indicted and 
informationed against. There will be plenty of warrants called 
for about those days, you may depend on 't. And I, being the 
only government justice in this part of the Grants, shall hatve the 
making of them. It will be money in my pocket, 1 tell you, 
Polly. And then, when " — 

^ Well, I hope you will then feel like getting me a new silk 
gownd. You know, Mr. Prouty, that my white dimoty is now 
the only dress that I have fit to see company in." 

"Oh, fudge!" 

" I say there is no fudge about it, now ! The neighbors call 
us rich, and still it is a solemn fact, Mr. Prouty, and I do n't 
care who knows it, that you dress your wife a great deal worse 
than" — 

" Well, well, do n't bother me now ; but hear what I was com- 
ing at : When the York government gets well established here, 
as it will be, they will want two or three judges in this quarter, I 
guess, a^d I being the only one in all this section, that had cour- 
age to accept the office of justice of peace, should n't you think, 
Polly, they would kind o' naturally hit on me for one of them ? " 

" Why, bless me ! will they ? So they will, wont diey ? And 
then, certainly, Mr. Prouty " — 

" Hush ! hush ! I hear somebody coming up to the door. 
Who on earth can they be, I wonder, that 's started out so 
early?" 

A smart rapping being now heard at the door. Justice Prouly 
leaped from his bed, seized his — inexpressibles, modem dandy- 
ism would term them, we suppose, but finding no authority &r 
believing our fathers made use of any garment, the appropriate 
appellation of which they considered it indecent to express, we 
will venture to call things by their right names — seized his 
breeches, hurried them on, together with the other parts of his 
outward equipment, and emerged into the kitchen, {oter having 
twice gone back, at his wife's hasty and imperious call, to dose, 
and more tightly close, the door behind him. After the customary 
" walk in," distinctly pronounced by the Squire, the door was 
opened, and two men entered, botli unknown to the former, 
though not ^ so to those who have followed us through all the 
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different scenes of the preceding pages : For, in the striking alti- 
tude of one of the visitants, which compelled the civility of 
hewing, nolens volenty as he entered the door, like a boy coming 
into a country school, and in the comical leer of his countenance, 
•a with one eye he seemed to be measuring the affectedly digni- 
fied person of his host, while the other was busily employed in 
toking an inventory of the various articles about the room, the 
reader will find no difficulty in recognizing our jovial friend, JPete 
Jones. The other, whose dress and gentlemanly bearing formed 
a striking contrast with that of his rustic companion, was no 
other than Selden, who, as before intimated, having arrived the 
previous evening, had volunteered with the former to make this 
«arly call on the justice, to procure his iHimediate attendance at 
their encampment in the woods. 

'' Be seated, gentlemen, pray be seated," said the Squire, bus- 
tling about, and setting chairs for his guests with one hand, and 
inishing the buttoning up of his vest with the other, ^make 
yourselves comfortable — no ceremony here — just turned out, 
you see. Called on business, I take it, gentlemen ? " he added, 
o^eaning official business, on which his mind was still running, 
and the wish, in this case, as often happens, proving father to 
the thought. 

" We have, sir," answered Selden, bowing with well assumed 
i^pect. ^ You are a justice of the peace we are told ?" 

** Why, as to that, sir," replied Prouty, hesitating, and glancing 
with a doubtful an:, alternately at Selden and his companion, 
" perhaps I may have heard — that is, I can't sartainly say but 
I have heard that I was appointed to the office ; though as to 
Accepting — You are of the right party, I trust, gentlemen ? " 

" We certainly think we are, at least, sir," rejoined the former 
gravely. 

" That 's as true as preachings Squire," said Pete ; " for if we 
*int on the right side, I would give my old jack-knife to know 
who are." 

^All right, I presume, g^atlemen; but rather ticklish times, 
you know*- thought it no hurt to be a little particular. But 
what business did you want done ? No harm in asking that, I 
i'po^ g^iUemen?" siud the Squire, adding the last question by 
way of opening a door for a retreat, should one be necessary. 

" Oh, no," replied Selden, " but I know not that I can state 
precisely the nature of the business which those, who sent us for 
you, wish done, but it is something, I believe, that they think 
requires your presence." 
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** O, ho, not to be done here, then, gentlemen ? '^ observed tbe 
Squire, a little doubtingly, again. 

" No, sir, the place is several miles from here, I should think," 
responded Selden with an air of indifference. 

"Is Mr. Sherwood there?" asked the Squire, rather anx- 
iously. 

" I believe not, Squire, answered Selden, with the same indif- 
ference, " but they are anxious he should be, and hope he will 
come before closing the business." 

" I 'U swear to that. Squire, said Jones, with a ludicrous effort 
to keep mischief from showing itself in his countenance. 

" Aye, ^1 right then, gentlemen," rejoined the Squire, still stu- 
pidly determined to understand the indefinite and evasive language 
of his visitors, in the way that his wishes pointed. " But I thought 
I would make sureu» You, sir," he continued, addressing Sel- 
den, <' I thought from the first glance, must belong to the ri^t 
party. This other gentleman, here, I did n't know so well about, 
bat it makes no difference what I thought, as I see you agree. I 
will attend you, gentlemen. But had n't we better stop and get 
. some breakfast first ? " 

" Oh, no," replied Selden, " they expressly told us to come on 
immediately, and the folks would have a good breakfast prepared 
for us alUby the time we could arrive there." 

Esquire Prouty, after notifying his wife of his intended absence, 
now signified his readiness to depart ; when all three set forward 
towards the encampment of the Green Mountain Boys, the former 
without further question, or any apparent distrust, putting himself 
under the guidance of his attendants. And wrapt up in self-con- 
sequence, and dreaming only of the important figure he was 
shortly to make in the first exercise of his new vocation, he 
unhesitatingly followed his guides, as with rapidilteps they 
silently led the way, sometimes "^^ceeding in the road, sometimes 
through a piece of woods, and sometimes through open fields. 
At length they reached the border of the dark, continuous forest, 
within which, at the distance of about a half mile, was the en- 
campment to which they were destined ; when the Squire, now 
for the first time hesitating, or seeming to entertain any suspicion 
that they were taking him to a less agreeable destination than he 
had anticipated, paused in his steps, and threw a doubtful and 
apprehensive glance around him. 

" Never mind, Squire," cried Jones, who, having with difficilt]^ 
restrained himself from giving vent in some shape or othen^to 
the secret merriment he had been indulging on the way, at,«4bi 
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Sqaire's credulity in suffering himself to be so foolishly lured 
from home, thought it would now do to begin to banter the obtuse 
justice a little, '^ never mind, Squire, jou need n't look so streak- 
ed — we belong to the right party, you know." 

**• Yes, but if you would but jest inform me, gentlemen " — said 
the other imploringly, and with visible perturbation — ^^ only jest 
infbrm me " — 

^ Oh, push ahead, man ! " interrupted Jones, who purposely 
dropping in the rear, now urged on the reluctant Squire with a 
show of pettish impatience, as if detained by excuses too frivo- 
lous to merit a reply, ^ push ahead, my stomach' is getting fairly 
wolfish for that breakfast. I'll be blessed if I do^'t almost 
think I begin to smell it at this distance ! " 

Somewhat assured by the other's manner of treating his scru* 
pies, and, though not quite satisfied, yet fegjing a little ashamed 
of his fears, the Squire now passively suffered himself to be con- 
ducted forward, till, reaching the foot of the mountain, and turn- 
ing closely round a projecting ledge of- rocks, he suddenly, and 
to his utter dismay, /bund hunself in the midst of a group of 
sturdy men, whom, from their appearance, he at once knew to be 
a band of Green Mountain Boys. Instantly comprehending the 
nature of their business with him, he stopped short, and stood 
confused, and trembling in mute alarm before them. Nor were 
his fears at all diminished by the array of well known names, 
which his conductor the next moment announced by way of in- 
troduction, the ceremonies of which the latter now commenced 
performing very formally with these nearest aj; hand. 

^ Esquire Prouty, allow me to present you to Captain Bemem- 
ber Baker,^ began Selden, pompously waving his hand towards 
a keen-eyed, determined looking man, who stood in fnmt of the 
others. 

The confused Squire nodde^^his head mechanically, but his 
tongue refused to do its office, except by a half articulated 
*^ How*d do, sir," as he heard the name of one of that famous trio, 
who had so long been the terror of the New York authorities. 

" Again, Esquire Prouty, will you permit me the pleasure of 
presenting you to Captain Charles Warrington ? " proceeded Sel- 
den, as the latter advanced to favor the introduction. 

" Warrington !" gasped the Squire, with increasing trepidation, 
"Warrington too J '*^ 

** And yet once more," continued the imperturbable Lieutenant, 
beckoning to our Herculean hero of the shag coat, who figured 
•0 conspicuously at Captain Hendee's, in his adventure with the 
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soldiers the night previoas, and who was now here and came for- 
ward at the intimation, ^once more, Esquire Protitj, shall I 
haye the very great honor of introdadng 70a to Colon^ Ethan 
Allen?" 

** Gk>d have mercy on me I ** involnntarilj burst from the Kps 
of the afirigfated justice, as the announcement of the last name 
capped the climax of his terror and despair, " Oh, Grod have 
mercj I I am a lost man I ** 

"Pooh! you cdwardly fool I '* exclaimed Alloi, with a look 
of mingled pity and contempt, " rouse up, and bear it like a 
man, and if you promise no more to betray your injured and 
bleeding country by becoming Ae tool of tyrants, it shall go l^e 
lighter with you. At all events, you need not fear that you will 
be punished to the extent of ha^ your deserts. But come, boys, 
set on the breakfast. « It might be hazardous to our prisoners, the 
Squire and surveyor here, to proceed with them, wiA the inward 
man in so ravenous a plight : for Hunger and Mercy never got 
near enough to each other to shake hands since the ffdl of Adam. 
And even the awards of Justice herself, might be of questionable 
rectitude, if made undw the irritations of an empty sUnnach." 

The breakfast, which consisted of a plentHul supply of roasted 
venison, partridges, and other small game, with su<^ trimming 
as the settlers living near, and in t^ secret of the enoamjaneBty 
had sent in, was served up on a rude kind of platform, composed 
of smooth white pieces cleft frcnn the freely ri^g bass wood, and 
supported on cross pieces laid upon forked stakes, or crotches, as 
they are usually denominated in the woodman's phrase. Around 
this temporary table, benches of an equally rud^ constnu^;k)n w^re 
placed sufficient for the accommodation of all the company, inclod* 
ing the prisoners, now consisting of the Squire, tibe surveyor, and 
his assistant, all of whom were respectfully shown places at the 
table. The meal was generally partaken in silence, the (^Scers 
seeming to fear that too mu(^ sociability might have a tendency to 
unnerve them for the task on hand, and the men respectfully fol* 
lowing the example df ^ir superiors, with the excepticmi^ Pete 
Jones, who could not Ibrbear occasionally throwing a sly joke at 
the chop-fallen Squire. 

" Now*, gentlemen, for business," said Allen, rising from Uie 
table the moment their meal was finished, as ominously knitting 
his dark, heavy brows, he pulled from his pocket, and in a loud, 
commanding voice, commenced reading a decree of the Conven- 
tion, forbidding " Ecich^ and aU, of the inhabitants of the New 
Hampshire Grants, to hold, take, or accept, any office of honor of 
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pmjU under the cahny of New Tbrk" — and requiring ^ AH 
officers^ and others, cuiting under the Governor or LegiskUure of 
that province, to suspend their functions^ on pcdn of being viewed** 
He then produced a letter from a secret agent of the settlers at 
Albany, giving the date of Prouty's commission, and enclosing a 
letter from the Squire himself, accepting the office in qnestion. 
He also presented a copy of a notice sent some weeks previous, 
to the surveyor, warning him to quit the Grants without delay. 

" And now what have ye to say ? *' sternly demanded Allen, 
turning to the prisoners as soon as he had finished reading the 
documents : " What have ye to say, ye minions of York, why 
ye should not be viewed, to the full extent and meaning of the 
decree, made and provided for the like of ye ? " 

Quailing under the withering gaze of Allen, the justice could 
not muster courage to lift his head, or utter a single word in 
reply. But the surveyor, who was a man of more firmness, and 
bore himself quite collectedly on the occasion, attempted an argu- 
ment with the leader of the Green Mountain Boys, denying all 
right of the settlers to arrest him, protesting against being tried 
by any but a court acting under the authority of New York, and 
appealing to that authority for his justification. 

** The authority of New York ! " scornfully excljumed the 
other, " appeal to the authority of New York ! Why not appeal, 
at once, to the chancery of hell, the fountain head of that stream 
of corruption, which comes to us under die name of New York 
law and justice ? We, sir, we, the poor and insufferably abused 
settlers of tiiese Grants, have often appealed to that source of 
justice — appealed for protection against the lawless aggressions 
of your cormorant speculators, who have attempted to wrest from 
us our rightful possessions, to seize, with the grasp of plunderers, 
our hard earned pittances, and turn us out, houseless and desti- 
tute, into the wilderness. But we have appealed in vain, and 
only to learn our own foUy in expecting that sin would ever be 
rebuked by Satan. No, sir, we will suffer no such appeal, but 
will ourselves give you a conclusive judgment in the premises ; 
and such an one, too, as shall give you the wages of your iniqui- 
ties. What say you, my merry mountaineers ? " 

As soon as the hearty, but variously expressed responses, by 
which the men testified their approbation of the remarks of their 
leader, were over. Baker, Warrington, and Selden, who during 
the discussion, had been engaged in a low conversation apart from 
the rest, beckoned Allen to approach them. The latter, obeying 
the intimation, advanced, and, after listening attentively awhile 
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to some proposal or plan, which the others appeared to be impart« 
ing to him, snapped his fingers with delight, and exclaimed, 

*^ Capital I capital, by Jupiter I ** he repeated, bringing down his 
huge palm upon the snugly fitting buckskin, covering his broad 
thigh, with a slap that echoed through the woods like the report 
of a pistol. " 'Member, you shall announce it to them, and I 
will see that it is carried into execution." 

Baker, accordingly stepping forward and addressing the sur- 
veyor, gravely informed him, that it had been determined to 
accede to the wish he had expressed, of being tried, if he was to 
be tried at all, by a court of his own colony. And that Justice 
Prouty, who had lately been commissioned by the government of 
New York, would therefore now immediately proceed with the 
trial. 

"Oh, gentlemen, oh, sir!" began Prouty, beseechingly, a^ 
Allen now came forward to attend to the part he had proposed to 
assume in the business. 

" Now do n't. Justice Prouty, interrupted Selden, with provok- 
ing irony, " do n't, I beg of you, suffer your diffidence to deprive 
us of the aid of your acknowledged abilities in this important 
case. Having had the honor of introducing you to this company, 
I am very anxious that you should acquit yourself creditably on 
the occasion." 

" Yes, sir, but then my situation " — again began to expostu- 
late the troubled justice. 

" Come, your worship," interrupted Allen, with a spice of the 
comic mingled with the determined expression of his counte- 
nance, " you are to try, and to sentence this York interloper, and 
no two ways about it, neither, I will swear to you. There ! " he 
continued, seizing the reluctant and trembling Squire, with one 
hand grasping the seat of his breeches, and the other his collar, 
and lifting and placing him on the side of the platform, with the 
apparent ease of one handling an infant : " There ! sit on the 
edge of this table, for a King's Bench. You did not think to 
arrive to that honor so soon, did you, 8quire ? " 

" Now, Squire," said Peter Jones, with one of his mischievous 
looks, " May I be eternally happy, if I do n't think you a con- 
siderable dabster of a prophet ! Do n't you see how cute it is all 
coming to pass what you told your old woman this morning about 
your getting to be a judge soon ? Though I must axe your par- 
don. Squire, for listening under your bed-room window a little, 
before we rapped to come in." 

" Well, is the court ready to proceed ? " said Allen : " Now 
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for my opening, as the lawyers saj — I am for the prosecutioii, 
recollect." 

" Now I do protest — I beseech you, sir ** — once more began 
to stammer the confused and dreadfully perplexed justice. 

" Shut up, sir ! " fiercely exclaimed Allen. " Hell and Fu- 
ries ! who ever heard of a court before so despotic as to refuse 
to hear the statements of counsel ? No, no, Mr. Court, that will 
never do, so now hear me." 

The Squire, thus awed into silence, hung his head, and sat as 
still as his agitation would permit, while the other produced, and 
again read the documents by which he had first introduced the 
subject ; and, after briefly summing up the evidence, demanded 
that a sentence be imposed upon the surveyor of forty lashes of 
the beech rod. 

" I dispute the authority of your pretended Convention, and I 
protest against the whole of these proceedings as illegal and riot* 
ous," exclaimed the surveyor, with considerable spirit. 

" Well, very well, sir," said Allen, with the utmost composure ; 
"you have had your say, and made your defence, as you had an 
undoubted right to do. I am always for liberty of speech when 
a man has really any thing to say, and also for allowing a fair 
hearing in all cases, though that is more than your infernal York 
tribunaJs will permit, in nine cases out of ten. But let us now 
attend to the decision of the court. Boys, you may as well be 
getting a brace of geijjeel beech-sealers ; for I feel very confi- 
dent of a decision in my favor. Now, Mr. Justice, proceed with 
your sentence. Forty stripes, with a green beech rod, is all I 
claim, recollect — quite moderate, certainly ; but it is always best 
to lean towards the side of mercy. Proceed, sir ! " 

" Any thing else,^entlemen," groaned the distressed Squire, 
" I will do any thing else you say. But this, now, I cannot, and 
dare not do." 

"Hark'ee, Mr. Court," rejoined the other, placing his arms 
akimbo, and looking at the justice with the air of one resolved to 
have no more words on the subject, " a sentence out of you I 
will have, as sure as the devil delays his coming for your soul 
long enough for you to pronounce it. Will you proceed, sir? 
No answer, eh ? Well, we will soon see whether Ethan Allen 
has got to eat his own words, or not. Jones, bring me that sur- 
veyor's chain in the camp, there." 

Allen, taking out his pocket handkerchief, very deliberately 
made a slip noose, and adjusted it round the neck of the trembling 
Squire. He next carefully tied the tail of this noose to one end 
13 
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«f dbe rfciJB throwing tbe odwr end. at die same time, oto* the 
lv]ge Eaib qf s tree, wkick projected doedl j orer their heads, at 
the height qf tweire or fifteen feet fron the groand. 

^ Hktb, Joaes^ eaich that cad, sid jast stnighten her out a 
little," he ebeerrcd, with a eool, bo m w wK ke air, ^I hare heard 
Mty that hanging was intendfd to hring aboot justice. Let ns see 
if a little of it woat hare that dfiect in the present instance." 

Obejiag with wiwhir TOos alaoitj, Pete, now ronning the 
dnin rafadlj over the fimb, broo^ it np jost ^ tant enongh,'* to 
nse a sea phnse, to make the noose aensiblj feh b j the Sqoire ; 
npon which the latter, starting and faring wildl j around, as a 
slight sense of s i i fi bc ali o n came OTer him, leaped upon his feet, 
and stood npri^it. This diift, howerer, aflforded hun but a nko- 
mentarj rdfief : For Jones, qnicklj fidlowing np the moTement, 
straightened the chain with a jerk that brought the yictim on to 
his toes ; in which position, grappling the 'chain above his head 
with both hands, and begging, l^e a half whipped school boy, for 
mercj, he was soffiered to remain a moment, to give him one 
more opportonitj of complying with, the requisition wjiich had 
been mad^ npon him. 

^ Yonr kst chance of salvation ! " exclaimed the leader, in a 
tme that testified his growing impatience at the man's obsti- 
nacy. ^ You will comply in one moment more, or, by the homed 
Lndfer, the next shall find you dangling within a yard of yonder 
Bmb!" • 

" Now I would, gentlemen, sartainly would if" — again began 
to sputter the strutting, though yet unconquered Squire, 

" String him up, Jones ! " cried Allen, -¥rith startling energy. 

The next instant the body of the poor justice was spinning 
round on one toe, with the tip of wluch he was barely able to 
touch the platform. 

"Oh! I'm choking!" screeched the now really suffering 
wretch, «0h! ugh! ^! ugh! I will — will — I '11 do it ! " 

" Ease away there, Jones ! " said Allen, " he has come to his 
senses at last, and I think there will be no further trouble; so 
you may giye him full play now," 

AAer being again questioned as to the reality of his intentions 
to proceed with the required task, the subdued Squire was let 
fully down, and permitted to stand at ease on the platform ; when, 
as soon as he had recovered his breath and composure sufficiently 
to allow him to speak, he mumbled off the sentonce, which he 
had run such risks to avoid pronouncing. 

** Now, Mr. Court," said AUen, with a slightly roguish curl of 
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the lip, " as you have been brought to a sense of your duty, and 
given the sentence which justice required of you, it is no doubt 
incumbent on you, sir, to see it executed. And, as all my men 
here stand sworn never to execute any sentence of a York' mag- 
istrate, it follows, of course, that you must be the executioner 
yourself, in the present case : so now dismount, sir, if you please, 
take this rod, and, after I have unnoosed you of tliis marvellous 
prompter of justice," he continued, taking off the noose, and j^ao- 
ing a beecben rod in the hands of the other, you will proceed to 
apply it in a way that shall show the sincerity of what you hare 
just said and done. Boys, you may now take off the surveyor's 
coat, and tben form a ring, with a few switches in your hands, if 
you will, to see that justice is duly administered on the occasion. 
Hiere, that will do. Well, Squire, we are now ready to proceed — 
what I hesitating again ! Jones, seize the end of that chain, there, 
and be ready, ^ile I replace the noose." 

But Prouty, having had quite as many of such promptings as 
he felt willing to receive, did not wait to be noosed again, but 
Hfting the rod, moved forward, as if ready to perform Uie required 
task without further resistance. Allen then advanced and threw 
another rod down at the feet o£ the surveyor, gravely observ- 
ing— 

** There, Mr. Surveyor, supposing from what you have thrown 
out here, that you think the court have sentenced you unjustly, 
we have concluded that, while he is executing the sentence <m 
you, we will give you a chance to avenge the injury. You have 
therefore our free and fnll permission to return blow for blow 
through the whole of it. Indeed, sir, I should rather advise yon 
to do it ; for our boys here, who are great sticklers for fair play, 
may take it into tbeir heads, perhaps, to say that it would be 
unjust for one Yorker to receive all the honors of the day, with- 
out imparting an equitable share to his fellow. And in case you 
should neglect to do what they think is about right, I know not 
what may happen to you. And now, Mr. Justice," he continued, 
turning sternly to Prouty, " Now, Mr. Justice, be lively, and, 
with ^e fear of God and Ethan Allen before your eyes, lay on, 
sir!" 

It would be very difficult to conceive any thing more strangely 
ludicrous than the scene that followed. The reluctant Squire, 
daring no longer to delay, now gave two or three faint and harm- 
less blows across the legs ^ the surveyor ; when he was admon- 
ished by Allen, in a tone which experience had taught him pretty 
well how to interpret, to lay on more seriously. Spurred up by 
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hoB fesrsy tbe josdoe then began to administer the applicatioDS of 
his rod with aboot that medhun degree of violence, which, pro* 
dodng all the smart of heavier blows without the benumbing 
antidote of bruising, is always £aT more irritating, and is generally, 
perhaps, even more intensely painful to the victim than blows of 
double the sev^ity. At all ev^its, the Squire's i^pplications soon 
produced a very visiUe effect on Uie surveyor, who, till this stage 
of the business, had stood eyeing the proceedings in dogged 
silence. But now leaping i^ut, and being no longer able to 
stand Uie pain which the Squire's applications began to impart, 
he hastily caught up the rod at lis feet, and, swearing with spite- 
ful bitterness, that he wtntid put it on, to punish the other for 
suffering himself to become the tool of a mob, gave back the 
blows with so much interest that it soon roused in turn the ire of 
the justice, who, now b^inning to dance to the same tune, and 
from the same cause which had put his opponent in motion, fell 
to, and laid on in good earnest. Becoming thus mutually incensed, 
and tiie anger of each rapidly kindling at the increased pain of 
his adversary's implications, every blow of the one was followed 
by a heavier blow from the other. And, the blows' falling heavier 
and thicker every instant, it soon grew into one of the most severe 
and furious flagellations ever witnessed in the settlement, and 
one that was amply satisfactory to our band of Green Mountiun 
Boys, who stood by, sending forth shout after shout, and peal 
after peal of laqghter, that fairly shook the slumbering wilder- 
ness with the deafening reverberations. And so deeply engaged 
had become these antagonist dignitaries in administering to each 
other this whimsically conceived, and queerly conducted punish- 
ment, that it was not till they had exceeded the prescribed tium- 
ber of stripes by nearly a dozen, that either of them thought of 
]^elding. Prouty, however, being of a less obstinate disposition, 
and possessing less nerve than the other, at length gave over, 
and cried lustUy for quarter, which, even then, so implacable had 
the surveyor become, was only granted him on the interposition 
of the Green Mountain Boys. 

" Well, Squire," said Jones, the only man who seemed disposed 
to make any comments at the dose of this curious scene, ^^ do n't 
you think these Yorkers most crud blgody fellows ? Ah I jest as 
I told you. Squire, we belong to the right party." 

The business of the morning having been thus brought to a 
close, Justice Prouty, with an admon^on to go and learn wisdom 
from folly, was released and sent hooft. The surveyor's instru* 
ments were next broken to pieces by Allen, and the fragments 
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hurled into the bushes. The surveyor himself, with his assistanti 
who had not been considered of public consequence enough to be 
punished, was then put in charge of Jones and Brown, who were 
ordered to escort them to the New York line, and there leave 
them. 

Within half an hour from the departure of the prisoners, the 
encampment of the Green Mountain Boys under Snake Moun- 
tain was broken up, and the place deserted, the different individ- 
uals composing the band, after a brief consultation, having been 
despatched by their enterprisinj^and impetuous leader, in various 
directions, on secret business ccmected with the important events 
which were in train, and the new and untried scenes which were 
now soon to follow. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



(* Btnng httids in barftifc, duing ftat in duM, 
True hettrtB in flu^t, mm gaiheivd in (hafe pliM 
Of secret council." 



Ip there is a town in Vermont whose first set of inhabitants 
deserved the appellation of high-minded and worthy, it was the 
early settlers of Middlebuiy. Distinguished, from their first pitch 
on the fertile banks of the Otter, for enterprise, fimmess and intel- 
ligence, they were among the foremost to resist the aggressions 
of a government, which, unwittingly, perhaps, had lent itself to 
aid the unprincipled schemes of a few rapacious land speculators ; 
while the opening scenes of our revolution found them ready to 
engage, with the same alacrity, and with the best of their means, 
in the greater work of achipving the independence of their whole 
country. And scarcelyihad the storm of war passed over, and 
the sun-light of peace, begun to break in on their infant settle- 
ment, before they united, with a zeal as extraordinary, consid- 
ering their circumstanc|| and means, as it was commendable, in 
rearing, by private mTOificence alone, a collegiate institution, 
which for many succeeding years did more, probably, towards ele- 
13* 
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TBtiDg the moral and litenurj character of Yermonty than any 
one cause operating within her borders. And her alumni, now 
manj of them in eminence at the bar, and in the pulpit, and 
found gracing not onlj every station in their own ^Bivored oonntrj, 
from the humble school room, to the senate chamber of the nation, 
but nobly dispensing her light among the people of every dime 
npoa the face of the broad earth, whither, in the fearless and 
enterprising spirit of their fathers, they have scattered them- 
selves, — now to teach the arts to the boorish Russ, or besotted 
Turk, now to assist the enslaved Greek, or South American, in 
his struggles for freedom, and Mbw to rear the standard of the 
Cross among the degraded pagans of the East — her grateM 
alumni, o^n, o^n, turn bad^ in fancy, to thdr beloved Alma 
Mater, 

« To linger delighted o'er scenes recalled there," 

and admire, and bless the noble and self-sacrificing spirit of 
Painter, Chipman, Storrs, and others of her munificent founders, 
who made themselves poor in pecuniary estate, that the children 
of their country might become rich in knowledge. 

With these remarks, suggested by the location of the scene 
about to be described, and their expression here prompted by the 
personal interest which the writer of these unworthy pages must 
ever feel in that institution, in which he was taught at once his 
weakness and his strength, and to which he is mainly indebted 
for the schooling and chastening of a wild and untutored imagi- 
nation, and for the formation of whatever mental character he 
may possess ; with these remarks, we say, let us now proceed in 
the narration of our story. 

Could one of the fabled scenes drawn by the immortal Homer 
have been so far realized, on the 4th of May 1775, that Mars, 
the supposed supervisor of every military enterprise, had sat in 
his cloud-begirt chariot over that tract of country lying between 
lake Champlain and the Green mountains, to take note of what- 
ever in his line of business might be on foot below, he might 
have perceived, on looking down from his lofty car, near the close 
of that day, movements among the inhabitants of the particular 
section just named, so simultaneous, and^yet so apparently uncon- 
certed, that even his godship, himself, unless previously in the 
secret, would have been sadly puzzled to decide in what manner 
to account for them. Nearly every man could have been seen 
leaving his home for some point not faAo the south of those falls 
on Otter Creek, around which the flourishing village <rf Middlebury 
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BOW Stands. Though all would have seemed gradually centering 
to this spot, yet this would have been the only point of agree- 
ment discoverable in their movements, or apparent objects. — 
Some carried axes on their shoulders, some hoes, or other imple- 
aients of husbandry, aiSd some had guns, with which they ap- 
peared to be amusing themselves, as they passed along, by shoot- 
ing squirrels, or whatever small game might fall in their way. 
And, in no instance, were two men seen travelling together ; and, 
if by chance any two happened to come across each other, they 
immediately separated, one stopping till the other had passed out 
ei sight, or both diverging into different, though parallel routes. 
The exact point of their concentration was at length seen to be 
an opening in the wilderness, on a gentle swell of land, command* 
ing a view of the devious Otter fix>m its western side. Near 
the centre of this opening stood a log house tenanted by a hardy 
and enterprising settler, a confidential friend of the master spirit 
of this clandestine gathering. A bam also of the same construc- 
tion, and of dimensions ample enough to hold half a regiment 
within its walls, was standing some rods in the rear of the house. 
Tliis huge fabric, as it finally appeared, had been selected, both 
on account of its size, and the central position which it occupied 
in the northern part of the jGrrants, for the approaching meeting 
of ihe Green Mountain Boys. And as the shades of evening 
began to gather over the wilderness, and individual objects grew 
indistinct to the view, many a dark form might be discovered 
emerging, one by one, from every point of the surrounding woods, 
and stealthily taking their way in silence towards the building 
appointed for their rendezvous. 

But leaving this company to finish their noiseless gathering, 
we will now recur to note the adventures of one of our heroes 
on his way to the scene of action. We speak in the plural here, 
as we do not pretend to fix on any one of the several leading 
personages of our story as the particular hero of the work.— 
But should the reader deem such an one to be essential in the 
performance, we leave him to make his own selection from all 
the characters we have introduced — a privilege to the reader, 
which, we trust, will prevent any question in his mind whether 
the author has himself selected the one for this honor who is the 
most worthy of the appellation : and a privilege too, that we the 
more freely accord, since we have often wished for the same 
favor ourselves, while reading works of this kind, and boreJ 
with the everlasting recurrence of " our hero" applied, not unire* 
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qaently, to the worst drawn, and by far the most spiritless char^ 
acter in the book. 

Afier the separation of our band in the morning, the leaders, 
as before intimated, were actively engaged through a good part 
of the day in calling upon the settlers to sound their views uid 
feelings in regard to the approaching struggle between the colo- 
nies and mother country, and to apprise them, if found right in 
sentiments, and ripe for action, as was generally the case, of the 
contemplated meeting, and the precautions deemed important to 
be observed in conducting it 

Warrington, having perfogmed the task allotted him as his 
share of this delicate, and sometimes difficult duty, set out, late 
in the afternoon, for the appointed rendezvous of the evening. 
After leaving the vicinity of the lake, to the borders of which 
his duties had been principally confined, he soon entered the 
woods, and, having decided on the course to be taken, proceeded 
onward witfi a rapid step several miles towards his destination 
without pausing. But at length feeling somewhat wearied with 
the exertions of the day, he sat down to rest him, for a few mo- 
ments, on the trunk of a fallen tree, and was dreamily running 
over in his mind the singular events of the few past days, when 
hisiattention was arrested by a clicking sound, resembling that 
which attends the cocking of a musket. While looking around 
him in doubt whether his senses had not deceived him, in respect 
to the impression they conveyed of the sound, he distinctly heard 
the snapping of a fire-lock in a thicket at no great distance from 
the spot he occupied. Springing upon his feet, he brought his 
own rifle to his shoulder, and, stepping behind a tree, awaited in 
silence the result, which, he supposed, whatever the cause of the 
movement, would soon be disclosed. But hearing nothing further, 
ai^d concluding that the sound came from some hunter, who, 
having gained sight of game, and snapping his piece at it, had 
noiselessly crept off after it in apother direction, he thought but 
little more on the subject at this time, and soon leisurely proceeded 
on his way. The walk of half a mile now brought him to that 
dead and desolate stream, whose name, at the present day, 
"Ticmon Fair," has so often proved a puzzler to the stranger 
traversmg this section of the country, and led him to ask the 
cause of so singular an appellation. The explanation that fol- 
lows, however, reconciles lie apparent incongruity in a way as 
simple and curious as it is generally unexpected. And the en- 
quirer is soon enabled to trace this before unaccountable name, 
from "Lemon Fair,** through "Lamen Fair," to the lamentaUt 
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affair 1 which is said to have burst from the agonized bosom of 
a traveller, who once, in attempting to ford the stream, was doomed 
to the pain of witnessing his noble steed become inextricably 
mired, and, sinking deeper and deeper at every effort to dear 
himself finally disappear with fearful death-struggles, in the bot- 
tomless qui^ of this Styx of Yermontane rivers. Warrington 
here paused to note the air of peculiar dreariness and gloom, 
which, even at this day, seems to brood over this paradise of eels 
and owls — the former finding their Elysium in the stagnant, 
muddy, and root-tangled pools of the stream, and the latter on 
the decayed limbs of the long colonnade of dead and leafless trees 
lining the banks, where they sit moping and gloating over their 
inexhaustible storehouse of countless reptiles swarming in the 
dark and turbid waters beneath. And while standing upon the 
banks of this stream, with his mind thus engrossed, he was star- 
tled by the sharp report of a rifle, bursting ^m a fallen tree-top 
on a knoll at the distance of some eight or ten rods behind him ; 
while at the same instant, a bullet, passing through his coat be- 
tween his arm and bq^y, struck and buried itself on the dry and 
barkless surface of a tree, standing a few yards before him. — 
Whirling suddenly round towards the covert from which the shot 
issued, as now plainly indicated by a light cloud of diffusing smoke, 
he again quickly brought his rifle to his shoulder, and stood for a 
few seconds straining his vision for a sight of the invisible foe. 
But being unable to discover any object with such certainty as 
would justify his returning the fire, he suddenly changed his pur- 
pose, and leaped forward with aU possible speed towards the 
place. In one moment he stood on the spot just occupied by his 
dastard assailant ; when he succeeded in catching a glimpse of a 
dark form rapidly retreating over another swell into a thick and 
tangled swamp. His first impulse was to recommence the pursuit ; 
but a second thought told him that it would probably be in vain, 
while it uselessly exposed him to the hazard of another shot of 
his enemy from some concealment, which he would have time to 
gain unperceived. He therefore reluctantly turned and retraced 
his steps to the stream he had just lefl. 

From the form and motions of the assassin, although in a dis- 
guised dress, Warrington was but little at loss in identifying him 
with Darrow, whom he had twice met and as oflen frustrated in 
his base, or, to say the least, very questionable designs. And 
coupling the improbability that the fellow was acting from his 
own promptings in his murderous attempt, with the friendly hints 
of Miss Hendee, he no longer doubted that .Sherwood was indeed 



154 THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOTS. 

bent on his destruction, and finding a willing instrament in Dar- 
row, had instigated this method of accomplishing it. But abaa« 
doning all thoughts of any measures to punish, or circumvent, 
either the base tool, or his still more dastard ^employer, till his 
public duties should allow him more leisure, he now hastily crossed 
the stream, and proceeded with n4>id steps towards the rendez- 
▼ous of his assembling companions, which he only reached just 
as the last glimmerings of departing daylight were hiding in the 
western horizon. 

^Charles, how is thisr exclaimed Colonel Allen, breaking 
away, as soon as he noticed Warrington's arrival, from a group 
of several of the most influential setders in the vicinity, with 
whom he appeared to have been engaged in a low confidential 
conversation, ^ how is this, that you are the last man to come oa 
the ground ? Why, I thought the devil had got you, or, what is 
the same thing in Dutch, that you had gone over to the British, 
to apprise them of our project But, come, sir, as I suppose we 
must allow you the credit of having done rather better than that, 
I have concluded to make you my right, hand man for the eve* 
ning. — So now for business." 

^ In that case. Colonel," replied the other, ^^ let me suggest to 
you the precaution of placing a few sentinels around us, while in 
convention. There may be those abroad to night, who, if per- 
mitted to look in upon us here, would render our enterprise a£ 
vain as the crusades. Were it not too dark, I would show you a 
hole in my coat, through which one of these prowlers a few miles 
back, by a small mistake, put a bullet, instead of through my 
heart, as evidently intended." 

" God bless you, Charles, what do you mean ? " asked Allen, 
with surprise and emotion. 

" I mean as I say." 

" But who could it be." 

" That despicable sergeant, instigated by Sherwood, I suspect." 

" And what was you about not to return the compliment on 
flie spot?" 

<^He escaped me in a thicket, and I had no time to spend in 
the cautious pursuit which would be safe or successful — would 
to heaven I could have had more leisure I " 

" Well, by the blessing of Gk)d, Charles, within a week, w6 
will have our heels on that nest of rattle snakes. But it is time 
to organize. You were right about a guard — will you attend to 
placing it, while I assemble the company in the bam, and se« 
that each has the watchword ? " 
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Allen now ordered lights to be broagbt, and plaeing himself at 
the door of the building, he called to the company to advance and 
enter singly. Each man as he present0d himself, and before sof- 
f<^ed to pass in, was stricUy required to give the watchword, which, 
as a preoaationary measure to prevent any one being present 
whose views had not been previously ascertained, had been con« 
fklentially imparted by Allen and his assodate leaders since the 
meeting was in agitation. The word chosen for this purpose was 
Carillon, an appellation by which fort Ticonderoga was design 
nated by the French while in the possession of their government. 
After every man had passed this test of admittance, and thus 
proved himself entitled to mingle in the deliberations of the as- 
sembly, Col. Allen called the meeting to order, and, after stating 
tiiat important business was in contemplation, the successful result 
of which might depend on the secrecy with which it was con- 
ducted, proposed a soft of oath of affirmation, binding all present 
by a solemn promise not to divulge the proceedings of this meet- 
ing, and its consequent measures, till the reasons, which made 
secrecy necessary, should cease to exist This proposition was 
acceded to and the oath taken by rising. Alien then, as the 
acting chairman of the assemblage, declared the meeting open 
for remarks on the subject which they had met to discuss. 

The dead silence, which was now for a few moments observed by 
the expectant assembly, was broken by Warrington, who, calmly 
rising, proceeded, after a few preliminary observations, to give a 
brief history of the commencement and progress of the quarrel 
between the colonies and mother country. He then enumerated 
the wrongs and aggressions which the former had suffered, while 
meekly and vainly petitioning for redress, and closed by a vivid 
picture of the recent massacre at Lexington, and with an elo- 
quent appeal to the settlers to join the inhabitants of the sister 
colonies in avenging the death of their slaughtered countrymen^ 

As he closed his harangue, which had been listened to with the 
most profound attention, a visible excitement ran through the 
assembly. And the hasty changing of positions, as they sat upon 
their rude plank seats, ranged in rows round a small table, on 
which dimly burned a solitary taper, the glistening eye, the 
indignant glance, the firmly compressed lip, and the silent workr 
ing of the muscles of the faces of these hardy mountaineers, 
pkiinly told the speaker that he had been addressing men who nei- 
ther lacked the intelligence to comprehend, nor the spirit to act, 
as soon as a definite object for action was set before them. 

Remember Baker, one of the most shrewd, sagacious and coolly 
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balculating men of the settlement, next arose and addressed tlie 
meeting. With a few observations, for he j^as not a man of 
many words, going to confirm the statements, and fcHrtifj the 
positions of Warrington, he told them, that although he doubted 
not in the least, that principle alone with them would be suffi- 
cient to excite them to action in the coming contest, yet their 
policy, as settlers engaged in a controversy with New York for 
their homes and property, demanded that Ihey should take a bold 
and decided stand against the British ; for by doing this they 
would at once enlist the sympathies of the other col<Hues in re- 
gard to their wrongs, draw upon themselves the attention and 
respect of Congress, to which, if badted by the con^derations ^ 
a merit(Hious service in the common cause of the country^ they 
could successfully appeal for protection against the aggressions 
of New York, and thus place themselves in an attitude in which 
they could not only command justice, but finally secure the priv« 
ilege of becoming an independent State. 

'^ 'Member is right ! '* exclaimed one of that class with whom 
this artful, and as the event afterwards proved, by no means ill- 
grounded argument, was calculated to operate with particular 
force. 

" Ay, ay ! " resp<waded another, " give me 'Member Baker for 
foresight I The more birds we can kill with one stone the better." 

Although the argument of Baker was not probably without its 
effect on the minds of all, situated as the settlers were with respect 
to their controverted rights, and when added to the manly appeal 
of Warrington to their patriotism and principles, had wrou^t 
up the assembly to a high pitch of feeling, yet Allen, conceiving 
that something more was needed to ripen them for action, and 
raise their minds, as he was desirous oi doing, to a level with his 
own high-toned enthusiasm, now rose, and, after looking for a mo- 
ment fearlessly and confidently around him, as he stood towering 
with his giant form, like Saul among the people, began, — 

"Men of the Green Mountains,— 

In the struggle in which you have been for many years en- 
gaged, you have won among the people of these colonies a name 
for valor and patriotism. But have you gained this proud dis- 
tinction in surmounting the difficulties of the past, to lose it now 
by inaction in the more important stake of the present ? Have 
you so long, so nobly, so triumphantly, resisted arbitrary power 
in the shape of little tyrants near home, to submit now to the 
lawless dictations of great ones from abroad? Are you, who 
have just saved your homes and possessions from the grasp of 
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tkese, now willing to jield them tamelj to those? — to those whoM 
despotic dominion would soon render them but possessions in name, 
to be transmitted to whom ? to whom I saj ? — To slaves, in the 
persiHis of your own children! Yes, your own children, who, 
if saffered to retain their inheritance at all, must retain it with a 
foot of a lord on their necks, and the hand of a priest in their 
pockets ! Green Mountain Boys I could you, who have drank in 
liberty from the very air of your green hills, never yet contam- 
inated by the breath of a tyrant, could you witness tins and live ? 
And above all, can you now look idly on, and see a hireling 
soldiery swarming your country, enforcing the accursed requisi- 
ti(Mis of their masters at the point of the bayonet, shooting down 
vour countrymen and brothers by scores, as if they were wild 
beasts, for exercising but the rights which Gk>d and nature have 
given them — can you look upon a scene like this, and lift no 
hand for your rights ? — strike no blow to avenge the cold blooded 
murder of your countrymen at Lexington? Great Grod, forbid I 
No I no! my brave mountaineers, you were never bom to be 
cringing slaves ! Tour bold hearts and sinewy arms were never 
made to be listless and idle at a time like this! Come, then, 
come on ! follow me, whose heart is laboring and leaping for the 
work o£ vengeance, and whose arm is nerved and adiing for the 
blow! Follow me, and I will lead you to deeds, which shall 
cover the Green Mountain Boys with imperishable glory, and 
make their name the watchword of liberty while a tyrant shall 
remain to disgrace the image of his God, or pollute the earth 
with his presence." 

During the delivery of this brief and exciting appeal, the 
expectant audience at first sat in their seats as silent and motion- 
less as a group of statues. Before the speaker had proceeded 
through many sentences, however, the whole company had noise- 
lessly risen in their places, where they stood as if spell bound in 
their tracks, every head eagerly bent forward, and every eye, 
gleaming with the kindling fire within, riveted upon their idolized 
leader, to catch the bold wad inspiriting thoughts that fell burning 
from his lips, now with looks of fire and scorn, and now with the 
intonations of thunder. ' And as he went on, rising in energy and 
power at every sentence, eyes were seen to flash brighter and 
brighter with indignation, tears of excited and ov.erflowing feeling 
to gush over many a rough cheek, while many a clenched and 
brawny fist w^ brandished aloft, in mute response to the heart- 
stirring words of the speaker. And when he closed, "Ethan 
14 
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Allen, forever! Ethan Allen, forever I " rose in one loud, eon* 
vulsive shoat to heaven. 

All being now ripe for action, and manj loudly demanding the 
object which might immediately require their services, Allen laid 
before them the project of marching at once upon the Britbh forts 
at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, with the object of surpfisbg 
and capturing these two important though now weakly garrisoned 
fortresses. The settlers being in general well apprised of the 
state of these garrisons, and entering with great zeal into the 
views of their leaders respecting the importance and feasibility 
of the proposed plan, the latter now made a call for volunteers, 
and immediately commenced an enrolment of names, which, when 
completed, was found, to the joy and surprise of Allen and his ' 
colleagues, to embrace more than three-fourths of the assemblage 
now present ; while even the rest expressed an earnest wish to 
aid in the enterprise so far as it could be done without leaving 
the neighborhood of their homes, where their presence was de- 
manded. All necessary measures preparatory to the expedition, 
as far as regarded the forces raised in this section of the Grants, 
were then discussed and settled, and a sufficient number of men 
were selected to guard every road by which any information of 
the contemplated movement could be conveyed to the enemy. 
These were ordered to enter upon their duties Uie next day ; while 
the main body were to equip, and otherwise prepare themselves 
in the best manner the circumstances would admit, and assemble 
at Castleton on the fourth day from the present time. After these 
arrangements were completed, Allen ordered his horse to be 
brought to the door, and announced his intention o£ departing 
that night for the south part of the settlement, to superintend the 
mustering of the forces enlisting, or enlisted, in that quarter. 

" Well, my brave boys," said the Colonel, mounting his horse, 
while his devoted followers were crowding around him, " remem- 
ber to meet me at Castleton on the 8th. Captain Warrington 
and Lieutenant Selden will muster and take charge of you. — 
Captain Baker goes to Winooski river to raise what force he can 
there, and come in boats to join us on the lake. As to myself 
before to-morrow's sunset I must be at Holy Hill.* And now, 
my fine fellows, go home, and prepare yourselves, without letting 



* An appellation by which Ethan Allen was m the habit of calling Ben> 
nington. 
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yoor left hands know what your right are doing, and may the 
Lord bless you all till I see you again." 

So saying, and putting spurs to his horse, he dashed down the 
road to the south and disappeared. 



CHAPTER XV. 



** Now be ihoii ftrang! Oh ! knew we not 
Oar path m«0t lead to tt^? 
A ihadow and a trembling etUl 
Were mingled with our bliss! '* 



The following epistle from Miss Hendee to Miss Beed, in 
answer to the one from the latter, inserted in a previous chi^ter 
was written in the interval between the meeting of the Green 
Mountain Boys last described, and the general mustering of their 
forces for their contemplated enterprise. 

" Forgive me, dear Jessy, but really I could not help laughing, 
on the receipt and perusal of your vivacious, and very interesting 
letter, to see the desperate attempts you there repeatedly make 
to conceal from me, and yourself, by naked, unmasked assertions, 
and inferences without premises, the heart-hidden secret which 
your every third sentence, at least, most palpably discloses. Yes, 
my lady, whether you believe it or not, yourself, you are but little 
better than a gone girl, and your doughty major will find it out, 
too, as sure as Jealousy has eyes, and Love none. But never 
mind it, my dear girl, nor turn up that pretty, slender nose in a 
miff at what I say, since the same letter that gives you cause of 
displeasure, if cause there be, will fnmish you also with the means 
of an ample revenge ; for I, too, have adventures to relate, of the 
past week's occurrence, scarcely less extraordinary than your own. 
When you said, Jessy, in that little parenthesis, which you threw 
into your letter concerning Warrington, "-4 nohle looking fellow, 
I wish you cotdd see him^' you little thought that your wish had 
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been granted ere expressed ; and far less did 70a dream, when 
you added, " I think you would like himy" how much of a proph- 
etess 70U was likelj to become ; for Charles Warrington I have 
seen, Warrington the Green Mountain Boy, Warrington the 
York outlaw, and Warrington the generous, l^gh-minded, and, as 
you truly say, noble-looking fellow ! And in what estimation 1 
secretly hold him, you will better understand, when I inform you, 
that my old aquaintance Howard, of whom you have often heard 
me speak, and Warrington are one, and the same person ! You 
cannot be more surprised at this news than I was, myself, at the 
discovery. And not small was the confusion of thought and feel- 
ing, I experienced at first, I confess, in reconciling the warring 
conceptions I had previously entertained of these two, as I sup- 
posed them, different, and almost diametrically opposite characters. 
In this, however, I have at length succeeded, and even to that de- 
gree that I cannot but feel, that the character of Howard, pure * 
and exalted as I ever thought it, receives an additional lustre 
from the noble and disinterested part he has taken in behalf of 
these poor, and as I am now satidOLed, unjustly treated settlers. 

And with this avowal of opinion, you will of course understand' 
that I think none the worse of him for being a New York outlaw. 

We have had three interviews. The two first I must pass 
over lightly, as I have nmch of a more interesting character to 
communicate. I first encountered Warrington in the border of 
the woods adjoining our opening, where I wandered, a fatalist 
would think, but to be frightened by the questionable appearance 
of a sergeant from the fort, and to be relieved by the opportune 
arrival of my knightrcrrant Green Mountain Boy. Our next 
meeting was at our house, where, in the course of the evening, he 
made known to me for the first time the i(|entity of which I hAve 
spoken, and where also he came near being- seized by this same 
sergeant and his soldiers, who, I feel sure, came here for no 
other purpose, being prompted by the reward, and instigated, as 
I cannot but suspect, by one who shall be nameless. But War- 
rington, and another of the leaders of the Green Mountain Boys, 
who happened here that evening, and who, by the way, was a 
most extraordinary man, fairly out-generaUed their mercenvy 
enemies, and, by a little &voring from a quarter which you are 
at liberty to guess at, both luckily made their escape. Our last 
interview has been to day, and a most important one, too, I fear 
it may prove, to the destinies of your perplexed, and in some 
respects, truly unhappy friend. But before entering upon parties 
ulars, I must recur to some events ^lAich transpired in the interim 
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The next day after Ws visit and fortunate escape, Sherwood 
came here, and raised a storm in our quiet family, which has not 
yet wholly ceased raging. It seems this sagacious lover of mine, 
who had often heard my father recount the Samaritan kindness 
of Howard, and perhaps suspected my own secret partialities, had 
discovered, by worming himself into the confidence of the seUlers, 
that Howard and Warrington were the same, but, for reasons of 
his own, bad kept the discovery entirely to himself, though he 
had been for several months in possession of the secret. It ap- 
pears also, that he had been apprised of each of my interviews 
with Warrington. And coming armed with all this annihilating 
array of fslcts, as he believed it, he, without saying a word to me, 
called my father aside, and poured the whole story into his ears, 
with such additions and embellishments as he conceived would 
best subserve Ins purpose, — the amount of which was, as n6ar 
as I could gather, that my father had been harboring a branded 
villain, who, in the guise of a gentleman, had been aiming at the 
seduction of his daughter, and the eventual seizure of his pos- 
sessions. Trembling from head to foot with uncontrollable rage, 
my £&ther immediately hastened to my apartment. I will not, I 
cannot even attempt a description of the painful scene that fol- 
lowed. You are not unacquainted with my father's unfortunate 
infirmities of temper. You can, therefore, in some measure 
fancy, perhaps, how he would feel and act under such a repre- 
sentation of things, so nearly affecting his wishes and interests — 
a Representation, in which fact and falsehood were so artfully 
blended, that a much cooler temperament, under the circum- 
stances, might have been thus wrought up to anger. He swore 
and wept alternately. I wept freely also, but only at witnessii^g 
his distress, and at ike thought of my own luckless destiny, which 
had placed me in a situation where I must sacrifice my own hap- 
piness for life, or probably be the means of destroying that of a 
parent, who, with all his faults, is still dear to my heart. I said 
but little, however. Delicacy, as well as prudence, forbade my 
. disclosing the state of my feelings. And as to all other charges, 
I could only assert my innocence, for I had then given Mr. W. 
scarce a word of encouragement. 

After my father had exhausted his store of reproaches upou 
my poor head and left me, Sherwood entered and took up the 
discourse. I could not but feel amused, in spite of my indigna- 
tion and contempt at his despicable course, to see all the doubling 
and shiftings he went through in his desperate attempts to regain 
my favor, which my manner probably pretty plainly told him 
14* 
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he lia4 put in considerable hazard. After protesting, flatteriof^ 
apologizing, and arguing, with the sjcophancj of a Frenchman 
and the sophistry of a Jesuit, he finally departed, leading me to 
mjself, and that negative happiness which his absence has n0t 
very lately failed to afford me. 

The next morning I reminded my &ther, whose madness 
seemed to have something more of method in it than the day 
before, of a visit which had a few days previous been projected 
at his own suggestion. This was a ride, on horseback, to Otter 
Creek to carry a few necessaries to a* distant relative of ours* 
Aunt Story, as we call her, whose curious subterraneous abode I 
have before described to you, I believe. No serious objection 
being made to the proposal, I accordingly set out with Nesliobee, 
my usual attendant on these excursions, who, on another horse, 
accompanied me in the ci^acity of baggage man and squire. 
We had a pleasant ride, and arrived without any particular adven- 
ture at the Creek, opposite her wood-begirt residence. O how de- 
lightful is a morning ride at this season of the year through these 
flowering forests ! How fragrant the viewless odors that regab 
your senses at almost every step ! 'And, in the present instance, 
as you near the Green Mountains, how pure and invigorating 
the breezes that, seemingly uncontaminated by a contact with 
earth, come wafting down their dark sides &esh from the mid- 
heavens I I never approach these green-Wiled monuments of 
sylvan magnificence, But my physical powers receive an impulse, 
and my moral nature becomes sensibly exalted. No wonder the 
Green Mountain Boys should be men of such high-toned 
character ! 

On reaching the banks of the Creek, Neshobee set up his shrill 
whoop (not war whoop) to make known ouy^arrival to this fear- 
less woman of the woods. This being heard and understood by 
her, she quickly made her appearance, came across with her boat, 
and ferried us all safe over the stream, our horses having been left 
tied to saplings on the bank behind. 

I must not stop to describe the cordial reception I met with, as 
I always do in this lingular, yet interesting family ; nor my romp* 
with the curly headed brood of children that thronged around 
me, capering in wild glee at my arrival, and their eyes furly 
sparkling with joy and gratitude at the sight of the titbits I had 
brought them. After the rjimpus and romping with the joy- 
ous little creatures had somewhat subsided, I took the bright* 
eyed and lisping little Julia, in my lap ; when the pretty rogue 
immediately clinbering up, and putting her arms round my 
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neck, in the sweet, pleading, and playful tones of*infantile elo< 
quence exclaimed, 

" Now, Couthin Alma, mayn't I kith you again ? — there, I 
did ! I will again ! There I ha ! ha ! Now I have kithed you 
ath many timeth ath I did the Young Captain.'' 
" " And who, pray, my pretty one," said I quite innocently, 
** who is this Young Captain with whom you appear to have been 
80 familiar? " 

^ O, he ith the Young Captain," replied she hesitating in her 
childish simplicity how to define her favorite by any other appel- 
lation than the one by which she had been accustomed to l^ar 
him called : " he ith — he ith a good Young Cs^tain. I kithed 
him three timeth. And wouldn't you kith hhn too, Couthin 
Alnm, if he 'd let you ? Would n't the Young Captain let Couthin 
Alma kith him, ma ? " 

Puzzled and confused, at I scarcely knew what, I turned to the 
mother for an explanation ; when to my still greater confusion, I 
beheld her holding her sides,, while her eyes were fairly dancing 
m the bright tears of suppressed risibility, to which she now gave 
way in a right hearty fit of laughter. 

. '^ Excuse me. Alma," said she, as soon as she could command 
her merry emotions sufficiently to speak ; " excuse me for laugh- 
ing at the child's ludicrous introduction of a subject, which I 
was at the very moment thinking how I could myself break 
to you. The Young Captsdn, as some of the settlers call him, is 
BO other than the well known leader of one of the bands of the 
Green Mountain Boys, Charles Warrington. Why, bless me ! " 
she continued, with a look oi surprise, as she now lifted her eyes 
from her work ,to my features, " What ails you, Alma ? Why 
four face is as red t^ — Oh I — ah I — aha ! — you knew all this 
before, did you ? And you have seen him yourself, you rogue ? " 
she added mischievously, shaking her finger at me, and fixing her 
keen eyes* on my face ; " You have. Alma, and you need not 
attempt to deny it" 

.. ** I have not denied it, aunt, — have I ? " I replied, rallying as 
'well as I could. 

** Well, now. Alma Hendee," she rejoined, with a gratified and 
serious air, " I have not heard anythhig this long while that has 
done me more good than this news. Indeed, for the past week 
in particular, I have actually prayed that you might meet^ him, 
though I dared not be the means of bringing it about. And the 
reason why I wished it is, because I think so much of the man. 
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and feel sucb an interest in the canse which he has done so mudi 
to sustain ; and, also, because I knew that you, from your inter- 
course and connection with the York party, and from your hear- 
u)& AS jou naturally would, nothing but slander and misrepre- 
sentation of the man, and curses on the cause in which he has 
been so nobly engaged, that you, I say, must have almost neces- 
sarily imbibed wholly erroneous opinions of both him and his 
cause — now, has it not been so ? " 

" Such," I answered, " was once, I confess, too much the 
case." 

" I thought so," she' resumed, " and but for the fear, that I 
might displease you, — for I never knew how to hold up when I 
begin, — and, perhaps, be led into a quarrel with your fiery old 
father, who has been so good to me, I should, before this, have 
spoken to you on these matters. Why, this same Warrington 
and a party of his followers were up on Lake Dunmore the very 
day you were last here, and while you were here in the house 
playing with the children, I discovered, as I was out to the edge 
of the woods to get cedar boughs for a broom, a gang of Yorkers 
going in pursuit of them. Don't you recollect I came in and 
proposed sending Neshobee out to kill us a partridge ? " 

I remembered it, and assented. 

" Well," ihe continued, "it was for no other purpose than to 
despatch him to Warrington with a note that I scribbled in ihat 
closet Neshobee, I knew, was a friend to the Captain." 

" Neshobee ! " said I, in surprise, " why, I never heard him so 
much as utter the name ! " 

" It is true for all that," she rejoined ; " Warrington once did 
him a service when they happened to meet on a hunt, and 
Neshobee, being made acquainted with the ether's situation, and 
knowing yours, has been as prudent as he is faithful." 

" But what became of the Yorkers ? " I asked. 

" The Green Mountain Boys threw them into the lake and 
returned to this neighborhood," she answered. " The Captain 
and his Lieutenant came and slept that very night in this houae,'^ 
and were here asleep on the floor, when I came up to the house, 
after helping you off the next morning. Do you remember sing- 
ing us a song that night, just before going to bed, and how you 
were interrupted by a noise in the woods above us ? " 

" T do, but what of that ? " said I, somewhat startled. 

" Why, nothing," she replied, smiling^ « only Warrington, who 
rambled out, after his friend fell asleep, heard your performance." 
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"Tou astonish me, aunt Storj,** I replied; "but surely he 
eould not have distinguished my voice in that under-ground 
abode?" 

" Not exactly," answered she, " and yet he was ^strangely puz- 
zled, and seemed, when teUing me of the affair the next morning, 
to have some suspicions of the truth." 

" But did you tell him who it was ? " I eagerly demanded. 

" No, Alma," she said, " I kept your secret for reasons whicl- 
I have before named, and sent him off worse puzzled than be- 
fore. But how did he introduce himself — as Howard, or aii 
Warrington ? for that the two were one and the same, is a riddli 
that I guessed out long ago." 

I told her the circumstances ; after which she resumed, 

" So you have had a hurricane at your house. Well, Almai 
let it blow on, and overturn, till it levels falsehood and corruption 
to the ground, and brings truth and justice uppermost And 
when that takes place, if you will beUeve me, Jake Sherwood 
will be swept into the gulph of infamy, where he ought to be 
now, instead of being here among men, with the pretensions of 
a man, but with the real character of a spy and hypocrite I " 

" You are very severe, aunt," I remarked, not so much offend- 
ed, however, as I might have been. 

" I hold. Alma," she rejoined, " that the boldness of a truth is 
no reason for suppressing its utterance. Wliy, Alma Hendee, 
whether you know it or not, — whether you will believe it or 
not, it is God's truth, that with all his smooth manners and gentle- 
manly appearance, Ihe heart of that same Jacob Sherwood is as 
black as the outside of my dinner pot I " 

I began to say something which she took for a qualified assent, 
when cutting me short, she went on, — 

" You know that it is so. Alma. And, now, that you have 
again met with Warrington, I know where your heart is, or I 
shonld not venture to say so much. Far be it from me ever to 
interfere with matches — matches that are truly such. But mis- 
matches, patched up on earth, and accursed of heaven, I should 
feel myself honored in being the instrument of breaking. And 
knowing, as I think I do, all the motives and circumstances 
which led you to acquiesce in this entanglement with Sherwood, 
and knowing, also, that a match between you would be yoking dark- 
ness to light, I stand prepared, as your friend, acting in the place 
of your sainted mother, mw in heaven, to advise you to say, even 
in despite of the favorite schemes of your mistaken and blinded 
father, to say to Sherwood, as Peter said to Simon Magus, who 
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would boy the sacred gift with money, * Thy gold perish with 
thee!"* 

A long conversation then ensued between us, in t^hich all the 
information possessed by either, relative to the York controversy, 
and the part taken in the same by Warrington, Sherwood, and 
others, was mutuaUy imparted and received, and our opinions 
and feelings on these subjects freely exchanged. While still en- 
gaged on this engrossing theme, one of the children came run- 
ning into the house with the cry, ^^ The Young CaptaiB is 
coming ! the Young Captain is coming ! " I was struck dumb 
by this unexpected announcement, and so surprised and fluttered, 
that, had I been a bird, I believe I should have instantly clapped 
my wings and flown away. But as it was, I had notlung to do 
but prepare to meet the half dreaded, half courted danger, as 
unconcernedly as possible. We had little time allowed us for 
preparation, however; for scarce had the announcement been 
made, before Warrington entered the door attended by — whom 
think you, Jessy ? I wish you could have been there ? In that 
case, to follow up that odd comparison of yours, the brisk little 
drummer in your heart would have found his match, I think, to 
keep up the accompaniment with the lively performer at work in 
my own : for Captain Warrington's attendant was no other than 
your favored knight, the gay, witty, and handsome Selden. An 
hour spent in his company was sufficient to make me feel that 
these flattering epithets, and even more, might be jusdy applied 
to him. Now don 't be jealous girl, for though peculiarly pleased 
with him, I certainly was, yet my feelings were anything but 
those constituting, what we define to be that undeflnable concern, 
called love — no, no, not that, but a singular sort of a flowing 
away of the heart towards him, whidb I can neither describe nor 
account for, unless the solution be found in the prepossessions of 
him that your letter had implanted. 

We were now summoned to a dinner, which our free-hearted 
hostess had done her best in preparing for us. The meal itself, 
as you know it must have been, considering the limited store from 
which it had to be prepared, was certainly a' plain one. But 
partaken in such company, how could it be other than a delight* 
ful one ! With me, it forcibly exemplified the proverb of the 
wise man, " Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is, than a 
stalled ox and hatred therewith." , 

After dinner, Warrington, with his peculiar delicacy of man- 
ner, proposed a ramble. My tongue would have declined the 
proposal, but my heart, rising in rebellion, suppressed the utter- 
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aDoe, and I, silently, and with a palpitating bosom, asseuted. All 
seemed to understand the object of our walk, and no one, not 
even a child, offered to accompany us. I felt, indeed, myself, 
ihai my destiny for life hung on the events of that hour. We 
proceeded in almost unbroken silence to the bank of the river ; 
when I soon found mysblf seated, I scarcely know how, by his 
side, upon a flowery hillock. The quiet waters, sparkling in the 
fays of the meridian sun, were gently gliding along in soft mur- 
murs at our feet ; while a spreading thorn tree, loaded with blos- 
soms of snowy whiteness, and filling the air with delicious fra- 
grance, formed the canopy for our heads. I cannot describe what 
now passed. My heart soon overflowed with contending emotions. 
I found myself able to prevail against its stronger dictates no 
longer; and my feelings found vent in a flood of tears. My 
head involuntarily rested on his shoulder, while he advocated his 
cause with all the tender pathos of love, which found a chord in 
my own bosom so powerfully responsive to its eloquent pleadings 
that, 

" Then our hearts together run ; 
And like kindred drops of water, 
Met, and mingled into one.*' 

The winged moments flew by unheeded ; Mid when, at the end 
of an hour, which, in this sweet trance of the affections, seemed 
as a moment, we rose to return, our mutual vows of unchanging 
love and eternal constancy, had ascended to the registry of 
Heaven. 

Soon after our return to the house, the gentlemen apprised us 
of the necessity of their immediate departure ; when, after an 
affectionate adieu, they proceeded on their destination. This 
destination I am not at liberty to unfold, and shall consequently 
be debarred from some particulars connected with my parting 
with W. which awakened a solicitude alike new and painful to 
my feelings. I did not tarry long after they left us. But after 
a shower of thanks, praises, and blessings from trar hostess, for 
the step, which I "apprised her I had taken, I soon set out for 
bome, where I arrived before sunset. 

On another page of this letter I styled mj^elf your perplexed 
friend. I am so, though not because I regret the step I have 
taken, but on account of the difficulties which must soon beset me, 
I have also many painful apprehensions of the effect which my 
engagement may have, when it becomes known, as ere long it 
nece^arily must, on, not only my father's happiness, but his 
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proper^, owing to the peculiarities of our situation* As tlies9 
cannot be understood without a knowledge of some former events 
connected with our family, I will, in confidence, briefly relate to 
70U the leading particulars of our family history. My paternal 
grandfather's family consisted of my uncle Gabriel Hendee, and 
my father James Hendee, with their half sister Mary, who mar- 
ried John Sherwood, father of Jacob Sherwood. To these three 
was lefl a considerably extensive property, which was increased, 
as far as regarded the shares of Gabriel, and his brother-in-law, 
Sherwood, who^ becoming partners, engaged in the lucratiTe 
trade and commerce of the Connecticut river, on the banks of 
which, within the borders of Massachusetts, you are already 
aware, we all once resided. But my father, who was of a differ- 
ent disposition and less inclined to confine himself to the details 
of business, entered into uncertain speculations, which, instead 
of increasing, diminished his original inheritance, involved him 
in some pecuniary embarrassments, and finally led him to aban- 
don trade, for which he seemed to have neiUier much tact nor 
inclination, and seek a commission in the army, d^tined for the 
French and Indian wars, then beginning to rage along our bor- 
ders. Obtaining the commission he sought, he was soon called 
into active service, having entrusted Sherwood to arrange his 
affairs and take charge of his property ; while unde Gabriel, 
naving no family, and becoming an invalid, retired from business, 
and came to reside with our ftmiily in father's absence. Several 
years thus passed away, father at intervals returning home to see 
his wife and son, the darling little Edward, and spend such time 
with them as his public duties would permit, scarcely troubling 
himself to look into the state of his property, which he believed 
to be in hands where it would be husbanded to the best advan- 
tage. My uncle Gabriel in the meanwhile still continuing to live 
in the family, and appearing much attached to it, especially to 
his little nephew, made his will, bequeathing his whole property 
to the child, when of age, and all the income till that time, and 
certain portions of it after, to my father. But it so happened not 
long after this that Mr. Sherwood, who had taken a temporary 
residence further up the river, paid our family a long visit, at the 
end of which he took my unde home with him, where he soon 
grew worse and died ; not however, as it soon appeared, tiU he 
had added a codicil to his will, making, in case of Edward's 
death, Mr. Sherwood's son, Jacob, legatee, and placing that fam- 
ily where the will placed ours. From that time misfortunes 
seemed to fall fast and heavy on our devoted family. My mother 
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aoSon sickened and died, leaving me, her youngest child, about a 
year old. Our family establishment was then broken up. Ed- 
ward was placed in the family of Mr. Sherwood ; and I was sent 
to a relation of my mother in Hartford. But father, already borne 
down with sorrow at the loss of two wives (for my mother waa 
a second wife by whom he had no other child), was doomed to 
another blow scarcely less fatal to his happiness, and more so to 
his future prospects, in the ^rther loss of that son, on whom all 
his hopes and dependence had been placed. The boy had be^n 
allowed, as the story was told, to accompany a reckless young 
man, then in Sherwood's employ, many miles into the interior, 
and there strayed away, and never could be found. There was a 
rapid river running through the woods, in which he might have 
been drowned, and swept down into the Connecticut. But it was 
considered more probable, that he had been seized by some small, 
lurking band of Indians (traces of whom were discovered in the 
vain search for the boy), and by them murdered, as it was sup- 
posed, since no tidings of him ever reached us. My father, when 
he returned, and learned the fate of his son, was inconsolable. 
And Mr. Sherwood seemed deeply to sympathize with him, and 
moreover to manifest great regret that uncle had so altered his 
will as to take all his property from our family, assuring my 
father that he would make such provision for us as would be a re- ' 
oompense. After this visit my father remained abroad to the close 
of the war, when, being discharged from the service, he began to 
bethink him about the means of a future livelihood, and called on 
Sherwood to account for his property, which, to his dismay, had 
dwindled to a mere pittance. Aiid receiving it, he conmienced a 
small business in Hartford, where he resided till I was about 
seventeen, living in good style, and bestowing on me the best 
education the place afforded. But again becoming embarrassed 
by expenses beyond his income, and his pride revolting at the 
thought of being a bankrupt in this place, he took me, and 
secretly left town for Albany, to avail himself of the many prom- 
ises of Mr. Sherwood, who had removed to the latter place n^y 
years before. We were kindly received by Mr. S., who fur- 
nished father with money to pay off his creditors in Hartford, and 
subsequently to purchase our present residence, though most of 
the improvements have been made through the means of the half 
pay which he receives from government. 

You will now, Jessy, be able to appreciate the difficulties of 
my situation, and perceive the reasons which actuate my father 
in the strenuous course which he has pursued, and will be likely 
15 
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Still to panne, in urging a connection between me and Jacob 
Sherwood. Jessy, adieu. A. H. 

P. S. When I closed as above, last night, I expected the let- 
ter would have been taken early Uiis morning bj Major Skeen's 
colored man. Jack, who said he should go up with his boat to- 
day ; but he has just called and says he shall not go till to-mor- 
roW morning. The main object of this postcript is, however, to 
say, that if you thought it so important that I should keep your 
secret, you cannot but see how much more so it is that you keep 
mine. I know not but Mr. Warrington's life may depend on it — 
I did not mean to say this, but my fears and forebodings have 
compelled me. You do not know Mr. S. — would to heaven I 
had never known him* — FarewelL Alma. 



THE GEEEN MOUNTAIN BOYS. 



CHAPTER I. 



** They oome, impatient tta tlie flj^t, — 
Burning to rash Into the slanghter, — 
Beady to poor their blood lilie water 
Vor what they deem the right ;— 
like men, preferring gtorioos gtaTet 
To lift , if it muft be the life of slaTee ! » 



tt seems to be uhiversallj conceded that the first settlers of 
Vermont were men of an iron mould, and of an indomitable 
spirit. And it is no less true, we apprehend, (hat with corporeal 
frames, unusually large and muscular, and constitutions peculi- 
arly robust and enduring, they possessed, also, intelligence and 
mental energies, which, considering what might naturally be ex- 
pected of men of their condition in life, and in their situation in 
a wilderness affording none of the ordinary means of intellectual 
culture, were equally remarkable. The proof of these assertions 
is to be abundantly found, we think, in the unequalled stand 
taken by them for their rights, in their memorable controversy 
with New York, and in the multiplied documents that grew out 
of it, in Uie shape of resolves and decrees of conventions, ad- 
dresses to the people, memorials and remonstrances to the gov- 
ernor of that province, and to the Britbh throne itself, all drawn 
up with great clearness and cogency of reasoning, and evinc^g 
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a knowledge of natural and constitutional rights in a peoploi 
among whom law as a profession was then entirely unknown, 
which are generally to be found only in the courts and councils 
of old and highly civilized countries. And even were these tes- 
timonials to their character wholly wanting, ample evidence, that 
they were a generation of no ordinary men, may still be seen in 
the scattered remnant of this noble band of heroes yet lingering 
among us, like the few and aged pines on their evergreen moun- 
tains, and, though now bowed down by the weight of nearly a 
century of years, exhibiting frames, which would almost seem to 
indicate them as men belonging to another race, and which ar6 
still animated by the light of wisdom and intelligence, and warmed 
by the unconquerable spirit of freedom yet burning unwasted 
within them. 

Those who have treated on this subject, when aUuding to the 
facts we have stated, have generally coupled them with observa- 
tions upon the invigorating eifects of mountain air, <&e. leaving us 
to infer that these peculiarities of the early settlers were attribu- 
table only to such causes. It is, indeed, doubtless the case, that 
the wild scenery, and the pure elastic air of mountainous coun- 
tries, are the most favorable, under the same degree of culture, 
to the formation of the highest grade of physical, as well as moral 
and intellectual character — imparting, in the one instance, that 
health and peculiar vigor which brings the human system to all 
the perfection that it is capable of attaining, and, in the other, 
engendering, with firmness of nerves, and firmness of purpose, the 
usual attendants of great bodily powers, a healthy and high-toned 
imagination, and those lofty aspirations that exalt the character, 
and prompt to great and noble actions. But wh?itever influence 
the pecuUar climate and scenery of this Switzeriand of America, 
as Vermont may, perhaps, be appropriately termed, may have 
had, in this respect, on the descendants of these hardy settlers, little 
of this influence, probably, would have been perceptible on the 
settlers themselves : they, it must be recollected, were not natives 
of these mountains, but recent emigrants from other New Eng- 
land colonies. And whatever peculiarities they possessed must 
mainly have originated in other causes — from the very nature 
of the enterprise, probably, which brought them together, that of 
settling a wild and rough frontier country,. known to be attended 
by a thousand difficulties and hardships, and beset by 41 thousand 
dangers, in which men* of ordinary stamina would never think 
of engaging. They, indeed, may be looked upon in the light of ^ 
picked men, or more properly, perhaps, in that of volunteers, * 



THE GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS. 173 

Stepping boldly and confidently fortli for some extraordinary enter- 
prise, of which the hazard and difficulty are bo great, that nothing 
but an uncommon union of courage and strength can accomplish 
it, and of which the success, or even the attempt, it may be, fur- 
nishes the best evidence of these qualities in those who volun- 
tarily enlist in the undertaking. And as regards the intelligence 
and mental character of these settlers, their educations were 
generally equal to those usually received among the better classes 
of the-old settlements where they were obtained, and superior, 
probably, to what the same men were able to furnish to their 
immediate descendants. And this fact, together with the emer- 
gencies, which not only called all the energies of their minds into 
action, but constantly improved them, and enlarged their infor- 
mation by the investigations they were induced to make for the 
successful prosecution of their cause in the New York contro- 
versy, will sufficiently account for their intellectual superiority 
over the ordinary settlers of other new countries. 

With these observations, here thrown in by way of showing our 
warrant for many of the descriptions of character which we have 
introduced, and which, we thought it not impossible, might other- 
wise subject us to the charge of indulging in improbabilities, we 
will now proceed with the incidents of our story. 

The morning of the ninth of May broke brightly upon the 
encampment of our troops at Castleton, disclosing to the view, 
now for the first time, an organized band of about three hundred 
as brave and hardy men as ever assembled for deeds of daring 
and danger. Of this number more than three-fourths were Green 
Mountain Boys. The remainder were men collected from the 
nearest parts of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and led on by 
several enterprising militia officers of these colonies, who had 
actively co-operated in getting up the expedition. A council had 
been, held the night previous, for the purpose of organizing these 
united forces, which had been dropping in irregularly through 
the day and a greater part of the night, and also for making all 
other necessary arrangements to march for their destination on 
the following morning. At this council Ethan Allen had been 
unanimously apj^inted the commander-in-chief of the expedition. 
Colonel Easton,"^4jne of the Massachusetts officers, was placed 
second in comman^ And the third grade was assigned to War- 
rington< while SeJ^n, in making the subordinate appointments, 
was raised to the po4t of captain to supply the place left vacant 
by the promotion of his superior. Even our friend, Pete Jones, 
though now absent, was not forgotten in the distribution of honors, 
15* 
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but named to take charge of the scouts, proyided he joined the 
expedition. All these arrangements having been made the night 
before, as just stated, the troops by sunrise had breakfasted, and 
were now under arms, and undergoing a review preparatory to 
marching. All were in high spirits, and animated at Uie thought 
of being inmiediatelj led to the important object of their enter- 
prise. Their gallant leader, now dressed and equipped in a 
manner appropriate to his rank, and mounted on his own noble 
charger, was riding proudly along their imposing front — now 
pausing to give some directions to an officer, now to inspect the 
equipments of a company, and now backing his curvetting steed 
to take a view of the whole ; while his towering form seemed to 
dilate, and rise still higher to the view, his bosom heave with 
pride, and his eyes glisten with delight, as they ran along the lines 
of his stout and broad-chested Green Mountain Boys, and read 
in their hardy features, lit up with enthusiasm, and eagerness for 
action in a cause which every man had made his own, the same 
high resolves, the same burning desires to signalize themselves 
that animated his own bosom. 

At this moment a stranger, who, with a single attendant in the 
capacity of a servant, had but a short time before arrived, came 
on to the ground, and took a conspicuous stand in front of the 
troops. He was of about the middle age, stout, well-made, and 
handsomely featured, while a Roman nose, a thin, curling lip, 
and a black Hashing eye, with the peculiarly contemptuous, and 
even sinister expression, and reckless air, whi^ they combined 
to give his countenance, denoted no ordinary degree of self- 
esteem, and a fiery and impetuous disposition. He was richly 
and fashionably dressed, and wore a sword, epaulet, and other 
insignia usually worn by field officers of the times. 

" Captain Blagden," said Selden, turning to a Connecticut 
officer near him, and pointing to the stranger just described, 
^' can you inform me who that proud and scornful looking fellow 
yonder may be ? He belongs not to us of the Green Mountains ; 
nor does he appear to have any connection with the troops from 
Massachusetts, or with those from your own colony ; and yet hia 
demeanor, and showy military appendages, would lead one to 
suppose that he came here to take command of the whole 
of us." 

" I have been looking at the man myself,'*^eplied the person 
addressed, " and, though not quite certain, yet I believe f know 
him. I think he must be one whom I well knew when we were 
boys, aiid of whose singular career I have since been often 
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informed. And, if mj conjectures are right, his name is. Arnold, 
Benedict Arnold, of New Haven." 

" But what do you imagine has brought him here, with these 
apparent assumptions ? " 

" Well, now I bethink me, sir, I remember, that the day I left 
home, a townsman of mine, who had just returned from New 
Haven, reported that, when the news of the battle of Lexington 
arrived at that place, Captain Arnold, who is the commander of 
an independent company there, started, with several other mili- 
tary men, post haste for the scene of Sction. And as he is said 
to be a good officer, having been a soldier in the army (into 
which he run away and enlisted in his youth), I should not be 
surprised to learn he had received a conmiission from the Massif 
chnsetts Committee of Safety. And further, as he was stationed, 
while a boy-soldier, at Ticonderoga, and knows, doubtless, con* 
siderable of its situation, I will hazard a bottle with you. Cap- 
tain Selden, that he has craved, and obtained, permission of that 
Conmiittee, to take charge of the troops which they probably 
heard were collecting for this expedition." 

" Aha ? Colonel Allen, I imagine, will have a word to say to 
that bargain. It would fairly break his heart to be deprived of 
the chance of receiving the first charge of grape or canister that ' 
shall salute us from the wide-mouthed war-dogs of Old Ti. And 
if your surmises are correct, a collision, I fear, is unavoidable, 
unless Mr. Arnold should, as I think he certainly ought, waive 
his pretensions to^he command." 

" A collision it will be then : for Arnold, it is said, was never 
yd known to yield to any thing, when his purposes were fixed. 
A more reckless dare-devil, I suppose, never trod the footstooL 
Why, sir, when we were but boys, I have known him spring 
upon a large water-wheel in full motion, giasp one of its arms, 
with his head towards the circumference, and there remain till 
he had been dashed through the back-water beneath, during forty 
revolutions 1 I have known him, single handed, seize and over- 
come a mad ox, which had broke away from, and nearly killed a 
dozen men. One or more duels he has fought abroad ; while 
scores of bullies have been cudgelled and conquered by him about 
home. Indeed, if one half that is told of him is true, the wild 
bulls of Bashan had not a spirit more untamable, nor scarcely 
more bodily strength to back it" 

" All that may be, sir, but those who know Ethan AUen will 
laugh at the very idea of there being found a man in New Eng* 
land who can outdo him in feats of either strength or courage. 
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And when they tell you, as they truly may, that they have seen 
him bite off the heads of board nails by dozens, — seize by his 
teeth, and throw over his head, bags containing each a bushel of 
salt, as fast as two men could bring them round to Ima, — grasp 
two opponents who had beset him, one in each hand, and lifting 
them clear of the ground, hold them out at arms length, and beat 
them together till they cried for mercy, — engage sdone with a 
York sheriff and his posse of six common men, rout the whole, 
and leave them sprawliri^ on the ground — you will probably 
allow that such a man will not be very likely to succumb to your 
hero. Let this Arnold but offer to assume the command, and, 
unless I am sadly mistaken, you will see what kind of stuff our 
old Green Mountain lion is made of. But see I the fellow is 
beckoning the officers to approach him. Let us move up to the 
spot, and hear what he has to offer on the occasion." 

Understanding and heeding the intimation of the stranger 
officer, who was indeed no other than Benedict Arnold, after- 
wards so infamously conspicuous in the annals of our revolution, 
most of the officers, including Allen, who had dismounted for the 
purpose, immediately advanced, and formed an irregular line 
before him. 

" Gentlemen,*' said he, with a perfectly assured and confident 
air, after waiting till all had approached and assumed a listening 
attitude, " I am personally unknown, I presume, to most, or aU 
of you, but having been clothed with the proper authority, and 
directed to proceed to this place for the purpose, I have the honor 
to announce myself to you as the commander of this expedition ; 
consequently it is now my duty to take charge of these troops." 

" Sir ? " s^d Allen, taking a step in advance of his fellow offi- 
cers, placing his arms akimbo, and turning" up his ear, as if the 
better to catch the words of the speaker, whom he eyed askance 
with a look of queerly blended doubt and scorn : " Sir ? Did I 
hear aright ? Did you say that you thought it your duty to take 
charge of these troops ? " 

" I did, sir, and still so consider it," replied Arnold, rather 
restively. 

'* Do you, indeed, sir," rejoined Allen, with a look of cool 
derision. '' Then it was altogether a mistake of mine in suppos- 
ing that the reverse of your proposition would have made out a 
more probable case ? " 

" I know not what you mean," said Arnold, his voice trembling 
with stifled anger at the biting significance of the other's remark. 
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* You may learn, however, that I am not a person to be trifled 
with, sir/* 

" Well, I can't pretend to say what, or who you are not," re- 
plied ADen, waxing warm, and giving token of a direct onset, 
but I should like to know who the devil you are, that come here 
from another colony to take the control of men who now own 
allegiance to no power short of that of the God of Heaven ? " 

" My name is Arnold," replied the other, biting his lips in sup- 
pressed rage, "and I hold a commission of Colonel, with the 
orders I named, from the Massachusetts Committee of Safety. 
There ! examine it for yourselves ! " he added, pulling out a 
parchment, and disdainfully hurling it at their feet 

The roll was instantly picked up, and attentively examined by 
several of the officers ; while Arnold stood aloof in contemptu- 
ous silence, scarcely deigning to bestow a glance on the company 
thus engaged. It indeed proved, as he had stated, a Colonel's 
commission, from the source above mentioned, enclosing another 
document, signed by the same Committee, authorizing Arnold to 
raise troops in Massachusetts, or elsewhere, to the number of 
four hundred, and march them for the reduction of Ticonderoga. 

" Now, sir, where is your commission ? I should like to see it 
in turn," said Arnold, addressing Allen, and advancing with an 
air of triumph, as soon as the examination of his credentials, 
which he supposed must silence all further question of the right 
he had assumed, was completed. 

" My commission ? " promptly replied Allen, by no means dis- 
turbed by this unexpected demand, though in fact he had no 
paper commission to show, as the council appointing him had not 
deemed such an instrument essential ; " where is my commission, 
do you ask ? There, sir ! " he continued, pointing to his troops, 
who, understanding Arnold's claim to take command of them, 
already began to exhibit visible tokens of displeasure at the 
thought of having their idolized leader superseded by a stranger, 
^ there, sir ! there it is, engraven on the hearts of these two 
hundred and thirty Green Mountain Boys ! Trace it out there 
for yourself ! Read it in their eyes, in every lineament of their 
countenances ! And if that is not enough for you, then ask them 
whether Ethan Allen, who is getting gray in their service, is to 
be thrust aside for a commander whom they have never before 
seen?" 

^ Never ! no, never ! " fiercely burst from a hundred lips along 
the lines, while many indignantly threw down their arms, and 
all, either by word, look, or gesture, gave unequivocal indication 
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of their deteimination to allow no man to usurp the place of 
their choeen leader. 

The oountenaoce of Arnold, with all his assurance, instantly 
fell at so dexuded, and, to him, so unexpected a manifestation of 
the disposition of the troops ; and he hit his lips in vexation and 
mortified pride at his defeat. 

At this crisis of the affair, Warrington, fearing, in common 
with the other officers, that the altercation might prove ruinous 
to the enterprise, stepped forward and interposed. He first, 
respectfnlly, and in a manner calculated to soothe the ii-ritated 
feelings of Arnold, set forth the donbtfulness of his right, even 
wider the instructions and commission he had received, to assume 
the oonmiand of troops who had not been enlisted by him, but 
who had volunteered, ¥rithout any knowledge of him or his 
instructions, and with the implied condition that they should be 
left to the choice of their own leaders. He then appealed to him 
as a gentleman, a patiiot, and friend to the common cause, whether 
he would do well to insist on his claim, since doing so, as he must 
see, would prove destructive of their expedition. This courteous 
and well-timed appeal, which opened a door by which Arnold 
might honorably retreat from his awkward position, seemed to 
produce on his mind an instantaneous effect The dark and 
»ngry frown, which had settled on his countenance, gave way to 
n, bright and cheerful look. With one hand he instantly tore the 
epaulets frx>m his shoulders, while, with the other, he drew his 
rword and threw it on the ground, gallantly exclaiming. 

'' Grentlemen, I most cheerfully waive all pretensions to the 
command, which of right, I am now convinced, belongs to the 
brave leader of the far-famed Green Mountain Boys. But as to 
going with you on this glorious enterprise, it is a privilege which, 

by , I wont relinquish ! Grentlemen, will you furnish me 

with a common musket, and accept me as a volunteer soldier of 
your gallant band ? " 

Allen appeared to be taken completely aback by this sudden 
declaration of Arnold. His naturally forgiving and noble dispo- 
sition, and quick feelings, were instantly touched with this mark 
of magnanimity, as unexpected to him, as it was remarkable in 
the man, being the most striking, and perhaps the only instance 
of the kind, ever displayed by this brave, but unprincipled officer 
in his whole public career. 

" Done like a man, by Jove ! " exclaimed the chivalrous leader 
of the Green Mountain Boys, advancing and cordially proffering 
the other his hand, while the tears of admiring and grateful 
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emotion fairly started out on to his brawny cheeks. *^ Done like 
a man and a hero ! Here, Grod bless you, give us your fist I 
There is about the right kind of stuff in you, after all, my friend. 
WiU you accept the post of my aid-de-camp, with the rank your 
commission gives you ? " 

^Most cheerfully, sir,** replied the flattered Arnold, waving 
his hand with easy and grateful courtesy. 

^ Pi(^ up your sword and badges, then, sir," resumed Allen. 
" Call for your horse, and we will now on together, like brothers, 
in the cause of God and the people. Officers and soldiers I ** he 
^ntinued, in a loud and cheering voice, that rung like a deep 
toned trumpet far and wide over field and forest around, while 
he sprang upon his impatient charger, and waved his sword on 
high; ^prepare to march! Ethan Allen still commands you. 
Peace is in the camp, the Lord on our side, and victory before 
us ! Forward march 1 " 

Three loud and lively cheers told the satisfaction of the men 
at this double announcement ; and, in another moment, the whole 
corps, wheeling off to the brisk and stirring notes of shrieking 
fife and rattling drum, were sweeping down the road in full 
march towards the object of their destinaticm. 

The rout of the troops was along the old military road, which, 
in the French war of 1759, had been opened from Charleston, on 
Connecticut river, acfoss the Green Mountains to lake Champlain, 
by a New Hampshire regiment, acting under the orders of Gen- 
eral Amherst. This road, leading directly through Castleton, and 
taking a northerly direction, branched off within a few miles of 
ihe lake, one fork running down to the shore opposite to Ticon- 
deroga, and the other proceeding onward to Crown Point. 
Although this, at the period, was perhaps the best road in the 
settlement, still it was little more than a roughly cut path through 
the wilderness, abounding, at this reason, with deep sloughs, 
fallen trees and other obstacles calculated to prevent much expe- 
dition in travelling. But such was the spirit and constitutional 
vigor of the men, that a march of four or five hours brought them 
over half the distance from their late rendezvous to their des- 
tined landing on the lake, the former place being about thirty 
miles from the latter. They had now, for several miles, been 
passing through a heavy unbroken forest, and the mounted offi- 
cers, riding a short distance in advance of the men, were anxiously 
looking forward for a clearing, or some suitable place to halt for 
A mid-day refreshment. 

« There I " said Allen, turning to his companions, as the sound 
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of a /kniiig tree came booming througli the barest from s die* 
tance, ^ did joo hear that ? We mm n^uij through these endless 
woods at last, it seems." 

** Is that so dearl J prored hj the falling of a tree ? " maked 
Arnold, who was bat little of a woodman. ^ Old trees, I thoogfat, 
like old men, often fell without hnman agency." 

^ Tme, sir," rejoined Allen, ^ but human agency brought that 
tree to the ground ; and it stood beside some opening, too, or I 
will agree to be reckoned, like the prophets of old, without hontMr 
in my own country." 

^ Colonel Allen is right," observed Warrington : '^ The falling 
of a green tree always produces a dull, heavy, lumbering sound, 
such as we just heard, occasioned by the air it gathers, or more 
properly, perhaps, disturbs in its course ; while the sound of a 
dry tree in falling is sharper, and comes with a single jar to the 
ear. That this tree stood near an opening, is sufficiently evident 
from the echoes that followed the first sound, which, in this flat 
land, could only be produced by the reverberating woods-wall of 
an opening. Yes, the Colonel is correct : I can now hear the 
chopper's blows quite distinctly." 

The falling of another tree in the same direction here inter* 
rup^od the conversation ; while the axeman's blows, sounding, in 
the distance, and in the tranquil medium through which tliey were 
conveyed to the ear, like the ticking <^ a clock in the stillness of 
night, could now plainly be heard by all. In two or three 
moments, a third tree 'came thundering to the earth. Another, 
and yet another followed at equally brief intervals, — the noise 
attending each successive fall, as well as that of the f»st repeating 
blows of the chopper, who was causing such destruction among 
the sturdy tenants of the forest, all growing more loud and dis* 
tinct as the party approached. 

" There must be more than one of them," observed Colonel 
Easton, " to level so Wge trees at that rapid rate." 

"No, sir," replied Warrington; "the regular, and non- 
interfering sounds of those blows indicate but one axe-man. 
You have not witnessed so much of the execution of which oux 
Greenr Mountain Boys are capable, as I. trust you will within 
twenty-four hours. Colonel. At all events, the fate of a tree, 
under the sinewy arms of one of them, is very sfxm decided." 

" This fellow, however," remarked Allen, " does, indeed, lay to 
it, with a will. I think he must make a good soldier ; and as 
iuch, he shall go with us, if of the right way of thinking — if not, 
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as a prisoner : for it behooves us now, to know pretty well the 
character of every man who is permitted to remain behind." 

The party now soon came in sight of the man who had been 
the subject of their conversation. He had made an opening in 
the forest of about two acres, which he was rapidly enlarging. 
Having just levelled one large tree, he was now bending his tall 
frame in an attack upon another, a giant hemlock, standing near 
the road, and had struck two or three blows, sending the blade 
of his axe into the huge circumference up to the helve at every 
stroke ; when the tramp of the approaching party reached his ear, 
causing him to suspend and look around him. - 

" As I live, it is Pete Jones ! " exclaimed Warrington, " just 
beginning upon his new pitch, which he mentioned to us." 

" Good ! " said Allen, " I am glad we have come across the 
droU deviL But we will furnish him with business a notch 
or two above that : the Red C!oats need levelling a cursed sight 
more than the trees, at this crisis. 1£ nothing more, he shall lend 
us that everlasting long body of his for a ladder to scale the walls 
of Old Ti 1 Jupiter 1 if Frederick of Prussia had a regiment of 
such chaps, how the fellow would brag ! Hallo, there I " he 
added, dashing forward towards the woodsman, who stood gazing 
witji an expression of quizzical wonder, now at the approaching 
cavaloade of officers near by, and now straining forward his long 
neck to get a view of the lengthened columns of the men, just 
beginning to make their appearance in the distance. 

" Well, hallo, it is, then, Colonel, if there 's nothing better to 
be said,'* responded Jones, after waiting an instanc to see if the 
other was going to proceed. " But now I think on % Colonel, 
where did you get so much folks ? By Jehu I how they string 
along yonder I Why, there's more than a hundred slew of 
men coming ! And then what pokensh-looking tools they 've all 
got I Now I wonder if they an't a going a visiting over to Old 
Ti, or s6mewheres ? " 

" I should not be surprised if something of that kind should 
prove the case," replied Allen, laughing. " But what are you 
abcMit, that you have not joined us in the proposed visit ? " 

^ Why, I calculate to be about this old hemlock till I get it 
down, Colonel." 

" Nonsense, you ninny ! Why were you not up to Castleton last 
night?" 

" Now, don't fret. Colonel, — I did think of it, honestly ; but 
knowing you must all come this way, I thought I might as well 
be making a small beginning here till you got on. And so I pirt 
16 ^ 
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in yesterday a little, and have now let in heaven's light on some* 
thing over two acres, I calculate. But if you are expecting t9 
have pretty funny times of it over there, I do n*t much care if I — 
that is, I'll think of it, aAer I have brought the top of this old 
hemlock a little lower — ** 

** Your most obedient, Captain Jones," gaily exclaimed War* 
rii^gton, now riding up. 

" Captain of what ? ** asked Jones, a little puzzled to know 
whether he was to receive this address as a joke, and let off one 
of his own in return, or whether something serious was intended 
by it : " Captain o£ what ? — of the Surveyor, that I sent over 
the York line, a day or two ago, by a gentle touch with my foot 
on his northerly parts ? " 

" No, seriously Jones," said Allen, " in organizing, last night, we 
deemed it best to have a small band of scouts, of whom you was 
%urly voted in the Captain, or Scout-master, if you like the name 
better. No man in the settlement can go before you in perform- 
ing the duties of this post Will you, without more words, 
accept it, and join us ? " 

" Can't you let me stop to cut this tree down first ? 'Twoni 
take scarce a minute, Colonel." 

" No, the men are at hand. We did think to find a spot to 
halt and dine here, but as I see neither place nor water, we must 
on till we find them. How soon shall we meet with such a 
place?" 

" Let me see, as the blyid man said — Oh ! there is a cute 
little beauty of a brook, with smooth banks, that 's just your sorts, 
not half a mile ahead." 

" Fall in here with the troops then. But where is your rifle ? " 

" Hard by there, under a log," replied Pete. * " Til warrant, 
you never catch me far separated from old Trusty, with a good 
store of bullets to go on such errands, as she and I have a mind 
to send them. Well, old axe," he added in an undertone, as he 
took up the implement to which he seemod addressing himself, 
and carried it ix)und to the back side of the tree, " the Colonel 
thinks it best, that you and I should bid each other good-bye, for 
A short time ; and there ! you may sit in that nook between those 
two roots till I come back again." 

" So now to the wars I go, I go, 
AU for to go a sodgering. 

Trol, lol, lol de larly." 

•* And thus, in the prompt Bpirijb of the times, and with the 
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diaracteristic 8ang froid of the man, this jolly and fearless woods- 
man, drawing out his rifle from under an old log, and cheerily 
trouUing the above quoted cateh of some homely old song, with a 
chorus of his own making, fell into the ranks of the ti*oops then 
passing, having left his favorite axe, for which he seemed to have 
contracted a sort of fellow-feeling, standing behind the tree, on 
which we found him engaged, where it was destined to remain 
unregarded by its owner, during a great part of the revolutionary 
war ; — and where, on returning, after many years of hards^hip 
and danger, spent in bravely battling for his country's freedom, 
he found it, in the same place and position, safe and uninjured, 
except in the thick coat of rust that had gathered over it — an 
incident of olden times, well known as a historical fact by 
many in that section of the country where it occurred. 

The spot described by Jones being found and appropriated, the 
troops partook of a dinner from the provisions of their packs, 
after which they were allowed an hour's rest, which was enliv- 
ened, as they were seated along the mossy banks of the gurgling 
rivulet, with song, tale, and jest, till the deep recesses of the for- 
est rang with the sounds of their merriment. Ythile the officers^ 
who were seated in a group by themselves, were consulting their 
watches, a^d awaiting the moment set by them for resuming their 
march, a horseman, approaching from the west, suddenly rode up, 
dismounted, and stood before them. 

'^ Ah ! Phelps ! " exclaimed Colonel Allen, springing up and 
shaking the new comer heartily by the hand, <* is it possible ? — 
a spy returned unhung from a British fort ? Well, sir, what 
news from the camp of the Philistines ? " 

" Almost every thing we could wish, gentlemen, replied the 
person addressed, a Connecticut gentleman of considerable 
•hrewdness and address, who had been despatched a day or two 
previous to go over to the fort, enter it on some feigned errand, 
and gain the best knowledge of its situation the circumstances 
would permit "I have been within the fort — mostly over the 
works — staid there last night, and came away unsuspected this 
morning." 

Phelps then proceeded to give an account of the manner he 
had effected his discoveries at the fort, without exciting the sus- 
picions of the garrison, relative to the object of his visit — how, 
m the assumed character of a green country bumpkin, he made 
it his ostensible errand to see a war-cannon, and also the strange 
man what shaved other men, called a barber — how the soldiers 
laughdd at his pretended ignorance, and the officers, commg to 
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tee the green Yankee, anuued themsdres bj qoesticHUDg bim, 
.and iiglening to his replies, at which thej were amazingly tickled, 
and then ordered a twentj-fonr pounder to be fired, for the fun 
of witnessing the prodigious fright, into which the report appeared 
to throw huB. And, finally, having induced him, afler many 
entreaties, to permit the barber to shave him, how they all stood 
by to see the performance, laughing heartily at the wincing and 
wofnl countenances he assumed, and the fears he pretended of 
having his throat cut. ' 

After finishing his diverting description of this part of his 
adventures, he detailed with great accuracy, the situation of the 
fortress, the names and grades of the officers, and the number of 
the garrison. 

^ But, gentlemen," said he, in conclusion, '^ there is one ques- 
tion, which I will no longer delay to ask you. Have you made 
provision for boats to transport the troops across the lake? 
There is not a single craft larger than a skiff on this side, just 
now, within ten miles oi the fi:>rt*' 

" God forgive me the oversight ! " exclaimed Allen. ^ We 
must instantly set measures on foot for repairing it. Douglass — 
Lieutenant Douglass, step forward here a moment ! What boats 
are there this side the lake to the north of this ? " 

" An excellent scow for our purpose is owned by the Smiths, 
a few miles tiiis side of Crown Point," replied the blue-eyed and 
broad-shouldered descendant of his Caledonian namesakes, step- 
ping promptly forward, and comprehending at a glance the emer- 
gency that produced the question. 

" The Smiths ? Good ! They are with us, too, in heart, and 
should be also in person," rejoined the ColoneL " Well, their 
scow we must have, at all events. And you, Douglass, are the 
very man to go and get it Will you do it ? " 

" I am the very man who is willing to try. Colonel Allen,** 
answered the other. 

" And can you reach the landing against Ti with it by nine 
o'clock this evening ? " 

" Hardly, I fear. It is nearly a dozen miles ; but 111 do my 
best, Colonel." 

*^ Go, then, as if the devil J^icked you an end. The salvation , 
of our project may depend upon your getting back in season. 
But stay ! We must have more boats than one. To the South, 
I know of none. Perhaps you may meet with some going up or 
down the lake, which might be pressed into the service ; or, as 
the la&t resort, one might possibly be got away from Crown Point, 
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Without a discovery which would endanger us. Another man, 
however, will^be wanted for any of these purposes, besides the 
oarsmen you will pick up on your way. And — Jones! this 
way ! Have you heard what we are at ? Very well. You are 
just the chap to go on this hap-hazard errand. What say you ? 
Can you bring any thing to pass, if we send you ? " 

" Why, I can't exactly say, Colonel," replied Jones, placing his 
feet astride, and looking up with one eye queerly cocked on his 
interrogator, while the other was tightly closed : " I aint so much 
of a water fowl as some ; but, perhaps, I mought make fetch 
come a little." 

" Pack up, then, and be off with Douglass hi two minutes; and 
remember, both of you, if you fail us — " 

"Then what?*' asked Jones, suddenly stopping and looking 
back, " I do n't calculate to be over particular. Colonel, but if it 
would n't be too much trouble, I should like to know that, before 
we start." 

" You shall be doomed to sit forty days and nights in sackcloth 
and ashes," humorously said Allen. 

" By Jonah 1 " exclaimed Pete, " the boats shall be there by 
the time. Colonel ! " 

While the latter part of this dialogue was going on, Warring- 
ton stood with his back to the company, with one foot on a log, 
busily engaged in writing with his pencil on a blank leaf, torn 
from his pocket book and placed on his knee. 

" Aha ? my lad," said Allen, in a playful under tone, as he 
approached the former, and significantly placed one finger on his 
shoulder, " more faith now, than when we two were lying on the 
hay, in the Captain's barn, waiting for our rifles, eh ? " 

" I really wish you would mind your own business. Colonel," 
replied Warrington, with affected anger. 

" Well, well," resumed Allen, laughing, " send it, my boy. 
Mars, they say, never prospers so well as when he has Cupid in 
his train, in any case. But with such a piece of God's handy- 
work, as yours, to incite to action — heavens ! if the knights of 
old had been blest with such lady-loves, they would never have 
needed to carry half a hundred weight of old iron on their lub- 
berly carcasses to make them heroes." 

** Stripping off their coats to fit them for a rapid march, these 

athletic and resolute woodsmen now seized their rifles, took a 

glance at the sun for a hasty calculation of the bearing of the 

eourse to be taken to lead them to their proposed destination, 

16* 
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and, plunging into the woods, were soon lost to the sight of their 
compariions. 

A small guard was then sent on in advance, with ord^n to 
pick up and detain every man on the road, not in the secret <^ 
the expedition. Scoots, to range the woods on the right and 
left, were also despatched for the same purpose ; after which the 
main hodj of the forces quietlj resumed their march for the 
lake. 



CHAPTER n. 



* Than mn itnage motements unoog all the troops, 
And no <nM koowi the caoae.'* 



Leaving Allen and his companions in arms to make their way 
to the lake shore, we will now, hj way of marking the progress 
of the two active foresters, who had been despatdbed northward 
for boats, change the scene, for a short time, to the quiet residence 
of Captain Hendee. 

It was a little past sunset on the evening of .the day, on which 
the events last described transpired. It had been a day of unu- 
sual stillness in the northern part of the Grants. The lively 
sounds of the plying axemen, which were usually heard ringing 
through the forest in every direction, were all hushed. The 
women went a visiting, and were seen to whisper in the comers 
apart from the children. The boys finished their tasks by noon, 
and for the remainder of the day were sauntering round the 
brooks with their fish-poles. All the active men had disappeared; 
though no one mentioned aloud the cause of their absence. And 
a sort of Sabbath-day quiet and inaction seemed to prevail over 
all this section of the settlement Captain Hendee was sitting 
in his open door, enjoying, as usual, his evening pipe, and 
wrapped in that placid and contemplative mood to which this 
indurgence generally disposes. His daughter was seated near 
him at a window, in an attitude equally cidm and contemplatiye. 
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though engrossed with reflections, probably, of a far different 
nature : for her fair white hand rested on a small volume* lying 
on the window-sill before her, opened upon those heart-melting 
strains of the hapless Eloise, which Pope, that master of rhyme 
and marrer of reason, sung with such seductive sweetness ; and 
her tear-moistened eye was fixed, pensively and unobservant, on 
the slumbering waters of the outspread lake ; while occasionally 
a gentle sigh, betokening the inward conflicts of hope and fear, 
was heaving her snowy bosom. While the father and daughter 
were thus seated, and their minds thus absorbed in their different 
trains of reflection, their attention was suddenly arrested by the 
sounds of advancing footsteps. 

^ By all the saints in the calendar ! " exclaimed the Captain, 
after gazing an instant in surprise at the striking proportions of 
our young Anak of the woods, for it was no other than Pete 
Jones, who, at the distance of eight or ten rods, was now seen 
stalking towards the h6u8e; '^what a cloud-brnsher is there, 
Ahna ! Can you imagine who he may be ? " 

" No, father," replied Alma, who was also looking at the approach- 
ing visitor with an expression of mingled wonder and curiosity ; 
** but I just noticed that Young Tyler and Wilcox of this neigh- 
borhood passed behind the barn yonder; and I conclude that this 
man is some friend of theirs. They are probably all going on 
some fishing excursion. The man, I presume, wishes to get a 
little fire for this purpose." 

By this time Jones had reached the door in which the Captain 
was sitting. 

« Grood evening 1 Will you walk in, sir ? '* said the latter in an 
indifferent tone, and without moving, as if he expected the other 
would decline the invitation, and announce his errand at his 
door. 

« Why, yes, I may as well, perhaps," replied Jones, offering to 
pass in without appearing to notice the hesitating and enquiring 
look of the Captain, who now at once yielded the space to his 
guest. " Ttou see I was bred to manners," continued the woods- 
man, jocosely bowing, so as to enable him to enter the door. 

The Captain, smiling good naturedly at' the remark, handed 
Jones a chair, took another himself, and waited in silence, and 
with the same expecting air as before, for the stranger to name 
his business. This, however, Jones did not seem ready to make 
known, but continued sitting in silence, with a puzzled and unde- 
cided air, as if greatly at loss what to say, or how to bring 
about some object he had in view, now glancing at the Captain, 
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now Ml the different objects about the room, and now at IDsf 
Uendee, on whom his eyes lingered with an expression of 
unfeigned admiration. 

** Very fine weather, this," remarked the Captiun, by way of 
breaking the silence, which he seemed to think was b^x>miDg a 
tittle awkward. 

*^ Very ; considering the times, and the state of the nation," 
responded Pete, dryly, and with the manner of one who would 
show that he is too busy in thon^t to engage in conversation. 

The Captain then made some other common-place observation^ 
which met with no reply of any kind ; when finding himself thus 
defeated in every attempt to draw the other into conversation, 
and tired of waiting for him to name his errand, he withdrew his 
attention, and sunk into his own reveries. 

AAer Jones had set a while longer chewing his cad of per- 
plexity, a change appeared suddenly to come over him. A flash 
cf intelligence and decision lit upon his countenance. And, after 
dropping his head an instant, as if settling the details of a plan which 
he appeared to have hit upon, he slowly drew up his features into a 
9ober and troubled air, and began to catch his bEeath, and shiver 
all over, like a man taken with an ague fit He then rose, tottled 
across the floor to the hearth, raked open the fire and spread his 
shaking hands over the coals, at the same time attempting to 
ipeak, as he observed the eyes of the Captain and his daughter 
were turned upon him with a look of lively concern. 

" O, nev — never mind ! ** — he said, articulating with great 
apparent difficulty, in his attempt to quiet Uieir alarm, — <' 't will 
6 — s — soon be o — o — over now — though the — the — these 
swamp ag — ag — agues are bad while they last. You, you 
do n*t — keep — keep great fires — here — I — I — ^I see." 

'* We will have one in a moment, my friend," said the Captain, 
leaping up at this hint, and hobbling out of doors after wood, with 
unwonted activity. 

No sooner was the old gentleman fairly out of sight than Jones's 
malady entirely disappeared. He quickly drew out a billet, and 
tunung, tossed it into the lap of the astonished Miss Hendee. 

** Here, mum," said he, in a low, confidential tone, " there 's no 
time to be polite ; but read that, and if you want to scrabble off 
two lines, or so, in answer, contrive to get it into my old hat there 
on the table, in almost no time, as I 'm in a taking of a hurry. 
But stay, where 's the Indian ? " 

" He has gone to take a letter for me to Major Skene's colored 
man, now lying with his boat down here at the landing, I believe,^ 
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replied the blushing girl, already on her way to her apartment to 
read and answer the billet, which a glance at the hand-writing 
told her was from her accepted lover. 

" That 'a lucky," said Jones ; " now I want that chap to go 
with us. We have got a trifling chore to do to-night somewhere 
in the neighborhood of Old Ti. Had I better speak to the old 
geatJeman about his going, or not ? " 

" My father should be consulted, and yet ** — answered Alma, 
hesitating, lest the suggested application to Captain Hendee 
might in some way lead to a discovery of her own secret — "I 
beard him promise Neshobee's services to Colonel Allen for such 
an emergency. Perhaps you had better consult no one but 
Ne^obee himself, and if he is willing to go, I will stand his 
friend in defending the delinquency, if such it be." 

Captain Hendee now returned with the wood, and found Pete's 
ague much as he lefl it. But as the fu*e blazed up from the light 
combustibles which had been thrown on to it, the attack seemed 
gradually to subside. Meanwhile, Alma had retired, read the 
brief out-pouring of her lovers heart, and penned in answer — 

" From my heart I thank you for your kind note. All as yet 
remains undiscovered, — painful, painful exigency I which com- 
pels concealment of so important a step from an only parent ! 
And yet I regret not my troth ; and whatever of sorrow it may cost 
me, I will not repine at the fruit of a tree of my own planting. 
Heaven preserve you, my very dear friend, in the hour of perU, 
and crown with success your dOTorts in the cause of freedom. 

Yours, but too truly. 

A. H." 

By the time Alma had completed her note, and managed, on 
her return to the room, to slip it, unobserved, into the designated 
place of deposite, Jones had so far recovered from his pretended 
indisposition, that he announced himself in a condition for pro- 
ceeding on his way. And taking a coal of fire between a couple 
of chips, by way of accounting to the Captain for his call, and 
stopping a mcMnent to listen to the sage nostrums recommended 
by lus host to prevent the recurrence of his ague, he departed, 
and joined his two newly enlisted associates, who were impatiently 
awaiting his coming in the adjoining field. It being now suffi- 
ciently dusk to prevent all observation from the opposite garrison, 
they proceeded immediately to the landing, which they found 
guarded by two Green Mountain Boys, who, making fishing their 
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humem, kftd, in pnnoanee of tlie arrangeisent he^n 
doaelj wasdied the place daring the two preceding 
daju Hfire^mbOythej met Neshobee,wlio had jostretomed in a 
iHaS, horn Major Skene's aeow, in pooaesiion, as before intimated, 
of a stout negro, who, with two kyw, sottish fellows under his 
command, haying spent that di^ at the fort to take in some load- 
ing, and Tisit the sddiers prerions to starting for hcmie, as thej 
intended to do, the next morning, had oome over jnst at nig^and 
taken a fishing station near the landing. Jones and his compan- 
ions hesitated not to open their fmyject of obtaining this boatts 
Neshobee, who rerj dieerfnllj a^ieed to cooperate with diea 
in doping the n^;rov and to assist in rowing the boat up to the land- 
ing where thej were to be met bj Allen's forces. The boi^ was 
Ijii^ about a dozen rods from the shore ; and black Jack, as he 
was called, and his men, having poDed up their anchor, were now 
on the pmnt of patting back for the fort ; when the party on shore, 
their plan of operations being aU arranged, hailed the black c(wd- 
mander, and desired him to haul ap to the landing. 

^ Who the debil joo, who want me do all dat for notting?* 
replied JadL, in a swaggering, consequential tone. 

" O, puU up to the shore," said Wilcox, " there are three or 
four of us here who are wishing to make a bargain wiih you." 

^ Bargain, hey ? you shackaroons, you ! You tink for play 
some d^lish trick, do n't you ? Guess, you find out you do 
4eatch weazel sleep so easy as all dat come to ! " responded the 
negro, chuckling at his own wit and sagacity. 

^ No, now, honestly, Captain Jad^," rejoined the first speaker, 
^ we want to go to Shorefaam landing to ni^t, to be ready to 
join JSL wolf hunt which they are going to start ^ere early 
to-morrow morning." 

" Gosh all fire-lock ! " exclaimed the black, whose opiniofi of 
his own importance was greatly raised by being addressed as 
Captain : " You tink I row my boat all de way up dare in de 
dark jest for commodate you ? No ! see you all dam fus ! " 

^ Now you are too bad, Ci^tain ; but you wont damn our jug 
of old Jamaica, that we intended to ofier you for carr3riDg us up 
there, will you ?** said the other, taking a jag from under his coat 
and swinging it over his head, so that the black, whose taste for 
liquor was well known to the young men, might catch a view of 
it in the twilight. 

** What you say, dere ? " eagerly said Jack, stretching forward 
his neck to see, and make sure of the existence of the tempting 
implement. 
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** We say,** replied the fonner, " that here is a gallon of aa 
good nun as ever run down your throat, which is at your service, 
if you will close the bargain. Come, give us your answer, for 
if we can't make a trade with you, we must be off for a boat 
somewhere else. What say you ? — and mind ye, we will lend 
you a stiff hand at the oars to boot" 

" You help row de boat, you say ? *' answered Jack, in an 
altered and yielding tone. " Why de debil you no say so fore ? 
Dat be a case dat alter de circumstance. You werry much to 
blame, gemmen, dat you no mention so portant a difference in fus 
place," added the negro, while he and his men headed round the 
boat, and handled the oars with such effect that nearly the next 
moment she was lying at the landing. 

Within five minutes from this time, tho ma^c jug, which had 
effected such a wonderful change in the aspect of affairs, having 
been well tested in the meanwhile by Jack and his associates, all 
hands were stript and bending to the oars of the old scow, which, 
under the forceful strokes of Jones and his party, aided by the 
mm-power of Jacks two besotted boatmen, was surging through 
the waters towards the south, as fast as their united strength 
would drive her. 

They Were soon met, however, by puffs of south wind, against 
which they found it impossible to make but a very slow headway. 
And it was not till considerable past midnight that they came to 
the last reach, and hove in sight of the destined landing. But 
here, overhauling Douglass with the other scow, and the party 
he had enlisted to help man it, both boats, with renewed efforts 
of rival speed, pushed forward for the appointed shore. 

<< Boat ahoy ! " called out Allen from the landing, where, as 
the boats neared the place, his huge, tower-like form, rising in 
bold relief over the stationary group of officers around him, 
could now plainly be discerned by the approaching crews : " boat 
ahoy I who comes there ? " 

^ Douglass and friends, in this," was the reply from the first 
boat, coming in about its length in advance of the other. 
. " And who in the next ? " asked Allen. 

" Jones and a thunder cloud 1 " responded the well known voice 
of the jolly woodsman. " Now you need n*t think I am fibbing. 
Colonel ; for you will see it lighten when we get ashore." 

" All is weU, then," said Allen, without heeding the remarks 
of Jones, further than his announcement of himself with a boat : 
^ all is well, and glory to God in the highest, that you have got here 
at last I I thought you would have never come. Why, it haa 



192 THE GBEEN MOUNTAIN B0T8. 

been an age since dark I Some old sun-stopping Joshua must b€ 
fighting on the other side of the earth, or, I swear, it would hav« 
been daylight long ago ! " , 

By this time the first boat had struck the shore, and the crew 
leaping out, were all readily recognized by the leader, who then 
turned to the other boat, at that instant driving up, with the 
astonished and frightened negro (now for the first time mistrust- 
ing a trick), gibbering and sputtering aloud, — 

^*' What de hell all dis ? — who all dese ? what pretty dam 
scrape you got me into here, you shackaroon debils, you ? " 

" What in the name of all that is black and red have you got 
here, Jones ? " cried Allen, in surprise, stepping up and peering 
into the boat, on hearing Jack's exclamations. 

" Why, just what I told you. Colonel. Here ! do n't you see it 
lighten, now ? " said Pete, pointing to the negro's eyes, which, 
glaring wide with fear and astonishment, at what he saw and 
heard, glimmered like fire-bugs in the dark. " But the English 
of it is. Colonel, that we came across Major Skene's scow, com- 
manded by Captain Darkey, with his two oarsmen, here, who for 
a gallon of rum were kind enough to bring us along to joiu a 
hunting match at Shoreham, where we have now arrived, safe 
knd sound : " he continued, turning to the black, " so now, Cap- 
tain Jack, you have fulfilled your bargain with us ; and we have 
nothing more to say, as far as we are concerned. If these rough 
looking chaps here want to employ you further, they will let you 
know it, likely." 

" Jones, you deserve a pension for life ! " •exclaimed Allen, 
comprehending the whole affair in an instant << You, and your 
friends here, have killed more birds with one stone than you 
dreamed of yourselves, perhaps. But we have not a moment to 
lose, so leap out my lads. And as to Major Skene's boat, it is 
my lawful prize ; and Major Skene's negro, and- Major Skene's 
negro's understrappers here, are all my prisoners I " 

" O, no, totally unpossible to stop, gemmen ! " said Jack, in a 
good lord, good devil sort of tone, being doubtful whether they 
really intended to make him prisoner, or engage him and his 
boat to carry them to some other place : " I have provision for 
de Major's family aboard. Dey all out ob supply for dere 
necessity. Quite unpossible, gemmen." 

" We will take care of the provisions. So out with you in no 
time, you black Satan ! " said Allen, impatiently. 

" O, it be out ob all question I stop ! " persisted the negro with 
increasing alarm, " I have odder portant business — I have lettei 
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from de young leddj at Captam Hendee's to de jonng leddj ob 
OoloDel Reed at de Minor's dat I oblige for deliver, earlj in de 
morning." 

" We will undertake the delivery of the letter," said Selden 
and Warrington, simultaneously. 

" Tumble them out, boys I " sternly exclaimed Allen. 

**0, Lordy, I den be mini totally, foreber ruin!" groaned 
the distressed and frightened black, as the men seized him and 
his two drunken associates, and 1^ them to the rear to be put 
under guard. 

The boats were now instantly headed round, the oars muffled, 
eareful oarsmen selected and placed in their seats ; when, after 
each boat bad been filled with as many troops as their respective 
burthens would safely permit, they pushed off from the shore, 
preceded a short hailing distance by a skiff, occupied by Allen 
and Arnold, with Phelps to pilot them to their contemplated 
landing, on the opposite shore. The wind had sometime since 
died wholly away ; and the elements were now all hushed, as if 
in the slumbers of death ; while the deeply freighted crafts glided 
slowly on, impelled by the light dip. of. the feathery oars, which, 
in the hands of the experienced and careful men who plied them, 
unitedly rose and fell as noiseless as the feet of fairies on beds oC 
flowers. At length the dark, massy walls of the fortress, loom- 
ing up, and marking their broad outlines against the western sky, 
became discernible to the men. And yet, as they drew near 
th)8e frowning walls, pierced by a hundred cannon, over which, 
foi aught they knew, the lighted matches were suspended, await- 
ing but the signal to send their iron showers of death to every 
man of their devoted band, no misgivings, no weak relentings came 
over them : but at a moment like this, and that which followed 
at the (mset, — moments, furnishing, perhaps, a more undoubted 
test of courage than those of the half frantic, half mechanical 
diarges of the disciplined legions of Napoleon, at the later fields 
of Austerlitz and Marengo — at a moment like this, we say, their 
stout hearts, nothing daunted at the dangers before them, beat 
high and proudly at the thought of the coming encounter, and 
with stem determination gleaming in every eye, and with the low 
whispered words of impatience for the moment of action to arrive, 
they moved steadily on to their daring purpose. 

Passing down obliquely by the works, they landed some dls-;*^-^^ 
tance to the north of them. The instant they touched the shor^ 
the troops leaped on the banks ; and scarcely had the last foot 
been lifted from the boats befbre they were backed, wheeled, and 
17 
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on their return for another load, leaving those on shore to await 
in silence the arrival of a reinforcement from their companions left 
behind, before marching to the onset. Those companions, how- 
ever, were not destined to share in the glory of this splendid 
achievement of the eighty Green Mountain Boys who had landed : 
for in a few moments, to the dismay of Allen, the faint suf^sions 
of dawning day became visible in the east Cursing the huk 
which had caused such delays, and chafing like a chained lion 
held back from his prey, that impetuous leader for a few moments 
rapidly paced the shore before his men, in an agony of impa- 
tience, — now casting an eager look at the fort, still silent and 
undisturbed, now strainmg his Jvision after the receding boats, 
which, to him, seemed Jto move like snails across the waters, and 
now throwing an uneasy glance at the reddening east, whose 
twilight glow, growing broader and brighter every instant^ plainly 
told him that l^fore another detachmefit of troops could arrive, 
his forces would be discovered, and the enterprise, in all proba- 
bility, wouM thus be defeated. Maddened at the thou^t, he 
stopped short in his walk, paused an inst^t, and brought his foot 
with a significant stamp to the ground, showing that his resolution 
was taken. And quickly calling out Jbnes and Neshobee, he 
despatched them to go forward, cautiou|ly reconnoiter the fort 
on all sides, and return as speedly as po^ible to re^rt their daa^ 
coveries. He then formed his men in tiree ranks and addressed 
them. .■.'■■. 

" You see, my friends and fellow* ^diers,** he commenced^ 
pointing his sword towards the east, ** that daylight will reveal us 
to the enemy before a reinforcement can possibly arrive. But 
can you, who have so long been the scourge of tyrants, bring yoinr 
minds to relinquish this noble enterprise, and with it the proud 
name you have achieved, by turning your backs on the glorious 
prize, when it is now almost within your grasp ? ** 

He paused for a reply ; when '^ no ! no ! no 1 ** ran through the 
lines in eager responses. 

" I see, I see, my brave fellows," resumed the gratified leader, 
" I see what you would do. - I rcjfwl it in your deeply breathed 
tones of determination — in your quick and short drawn respira- 
tions, and in your restless and impatient movements. But have 
you all well considered ? I now propose to lead you through 
vonder gate ; and I fear not to tell men of your stamp, that we 
mcur no small hazard of life in the attempt. And, as I would 
urge no man to engage against his ovm free will, I now give &ee 
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and full permission to all, who choose, to remain behind. Ton, 
therefore, who will voluntarily accompany me, poise your guns." 

Every man's gun was instantly brought to a poise, with a mo- 
tion which told with what good will it was made. 

" Grod bless you, my noble fellows ! " exclaimed Allen, proudly, 
and with emotion : " Courage like that " — he continued, in tones 
of concentrated energy, " courage like tnat, with hearts of oak, 
and nerves of steel like yours, must, will, and, by the help of the 
God of hosts, shall triumph! Come on, then! follow me — 
march while I march — run and rush when I set the example ; 
and if I fall, still rush on, and over me, to vengeance and victory I 
To the right wheel ! march ! " 

When the band arrived within about a furlong of the ramparts, 
they were* met by the scouts, who reported that all was quiet in 
and about the fort, while the open gate was guarded only by one 
sluggish and sleepy looking sentinel. Halting no longer than was 
necessary to hear this report, Allen, placing himself at the head 
of the centre column, silently waved his sword to the troops as a 
signal for resuming the march ; when they all again moved for- 
ward with rapid but cautious steps towards the guarded gateway. 
And so noiseless and unexpected was their approach, that they 
came within twenty paces of the entrance before they were dis- 
covered by ttie drowsy sentry, who was slowly pacing to and fro, 
with shouldered musket before it. Turning round with a start, the 
aroused soldier glared an instant at the advancing array, in mute 
astonishment ai|d alarm ; when he hastily cocked, and levelled 
his piece at Allen, who was striding towards him, several yards in 
advance of his men. It was an instant on which hung the fate of 
the hero of the Green Mountains, and probably, also the destinies 
of Ticonderqga. But the gun missed fire. The life of the dar- 
g leader was safe, and the garrison slept on, unalarmed, and 
nnconsciouA of their danger. Leaping forward like the bounding 
tiger on his victim, Allen followed up the retreating soldier so 
h^y that„ with all the speed which fear could lend him, he could 
scarcely keep clear of the rapidly whirling sword of his fiery 
pursuer, tiM^ he gained the intferior of the fortress ; when he gave 
a loud screech of alarm, and,^making a desperate leap for a bomb 
proof, disappeared within its recesses. Meanwhile, the rushing 
column of troops came sweeping like a whirlwind through the 
gate ; when fairly gaining the parade ground in front of the bar- 
racks, they gave three cheers which made the old walls tremble 
with ihe deafening reverberations, and caused the slumbering 
garrison to start from their beds ii^ wild dismay at the unwonted 
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•ouod. Scurcelj bad the last hnzza escaped the lips of the m«M 
and their leader, who disdained not to mingle bis own stentoriaa 
▼oice in the peals of exoltatioB and defiance, which rose in thun- 
ders to beayen, before the latter was n^idlj threading his way 
through Hying sentries and half dressed officers, towards the 
quarters of the commandant oi the fortress. Pausing an instant 
on his waj, to chastise h dastard s^itinel whom he caught makii^ 
a pass at one of our oflficers with his bayonet, and whom, witn 
one blow with the flat of his sword, he sent reeling to the earth 
with the crj of mercy on his lips, the daring leader bounded up 
the stair-way leading to the commandant's room, and thundering 
at the door, called loudly to that officer to come forth. Captain 
La Place, who had just leaped from his bed, on hearing the 
tumult below, soon made his appearance with his clothes in his 
hand, but suddenly recoiling a step, he stood gazing in mute 
amazement at the stem and threatening air, and the powerfol and 
^mmftniling flguTC of the man before him. 

^ I come, sir, to demand the inmiediate surrender of this for- 
tress ! " sternly said Allen, to the astonished commander. 

^ By what authority do you make this bold demand of His 
Hiyesty's fort, ar?" said the other, ahnost distrusting his 
senses. 

^ By what authority ? " thundered Allen, " I demand it, sir, in 
the name of the Great Jehoyah and the Continental Congress I 

^ The Continental Congress ? " stammered the hesitating offi- 
cer, " I know of no ri^t — I do n't acknowledge it, sir — " 

^ But you soon will acknowledge it, sir ! " fiercely interrupted 
the impatient leader. ^And hesitate to obey me one instant 
longer, and by the eternal heayens ! I will sacrifice eyery man in 
your fort ! — beginning the tfrork, sir,** he added, whirling his 
sword furiously oyer the head of the other, and bringing the mur- 
derous blade at every glittering circle it made in the air, nearer 
and nearer the head of its threatened victim, "beginning the 
work, sir, by sending your own head dancing across this floor I " 

" I yield, I yield I " cried the shrinking commandant. 

" Down I down, then, instantly ! *• exclaimed Allen, " and com- 
municate the surrender to your men while any of them are left 
alive to hear it I " 

Scarcely allowing the crest-fallen officer time to encase his legs 
in his breeches, Allen hurried him down to the scene of action, in 
the open parade below. Here they found the Green Mountain 
Boys eagerly engag^ in the work of capturing the garrison, who" 
^ere making considerable show of resistance. Two of the barrad^ 
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doors had been beaten down, and about a third of the enemj 
abeadj made prisoners. And the fiery Arnold was on the point 
of blowing a third door from its hinges with a swivel, which he 
had caused to be drawn up for the purpose ; while a fourth was 
shaking and tottering under the tremendous blows of an axe, 
wielded by theA)ng and powerful arms pf Pete Jones, who was 
ibund among the foremost in the contest 

" Cease, cease ye all ! ** cried Allen, in the loud voice of com- 
mand, as he appeared among them with La Pla6e by his side. 

"Now, raaly. Colonel," swd Jones, suspending his elevated 
implement, and holding it back over his head in readiness for 
another blow, " I wish you would let me settle with this deivelish 
old oak door before I stop. Why, I never was so bothered with 
such a small potatoe in my life ! ** 

" No, no ! " answered the other, smiling, " let us have silence a 
moment, and we will save you all troubles of that kind.** 

" Well, then, here goes for a parting blessing ! " exclaimed the 
woodsman, bringing down his axe with a tremendous blow, which 
brought the shattered door tumbling to the ground. 

The British commandant then calling his officers around him, 
informed them that he had surrendered the fortress, and ordered 
them to parade the men without arms. While this was in per- 
formance, a second detachment of Green Mountain Bovs readied 
the shore, and, having eagerly hastened on to the fort to join 
their companions, now with Warrington at their head, came 
pouring into the arena. A single glance sufficed to tell the latter, 
that he was too late to participate in aught but the fruits of the 
victory. With a disappointed and mortified air he halted his men, 
and approached to the side of hb leader. 

^ AJi ! Colonel," said he, '^ is this the way you appropriate all 
the laurels to yourself, entirely forgetful of your finends ? " 

" Pooh ! pooh ! Charles," replied Allen, turning to the other 
with a soothing, yet self-complaisant smile, at the half reproachful 
compliment thus conveyed, " you need not mourn much lost glory 
in this afiair. Why, the stupid devils did not give us fight enough 
to whet our appetites for breakfast I But never mind, Charles, 
there is more business yet to be done ; Crown Point and Major 
Skene's stone castle must both be ours to-night The taking of 
the first shall be yours . to perform. And after breakfast and a 
few bumpers in honor of our victory, we will despatch you for 
that purpose, with a corps of your own selection." 

** Thank you, thank you, Colonel," replied the other with a 
17* 
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grateful niule. But the expedition to Skenesboro' — maj I not 
•peak a word for our friend, Selden ? " 

^Aha?** replied Allen, laughing, ''then this offer to take 
diarge of the negro's letter had its meaning, eh ? I do n't know 
exactly about ^i^ chip of a British Colonel for a Yankee patriot 
Now, jours, Major, I acknowledge to be a true ^jnosure. Bat 
his, I fear, will prove a Dog-star. However, xnat is his own 
hunt ; and as he is a finished fellow, and, doubtless, brave and 
true, I think I will give him the command of the expedition, 
unless claimed by Easton. But hush I the commandant is about 
to go through the forms of the surrender. I must awaj, but wiH 
see you again." 

The brief ceremonies of the surrender were soon over ; when, 
as the fortress was pronounced to be in full possession of thecon^ 
qnerors, the heavens were again rent by the reiterated huzzas of 
the Green Mountain Boys, while British cannon were made to 
peal forthwith their deep-mouthed thunders to the trembling hills 
and reverberating mountains of the country around, the procla- 
mation of victory I — the first triumph of Young Freedom over 
the arms of her haughty oppressor. 



CHAPTER m. 



"A thonfluid 0711 ihingf there are thttfc hato 
T» look on happinea ; tiieae hart impede, 
And kagoed with iime, dreomataiiee, and flifee, 
Keep kindred heart ftom heart, to pine and pant and bleed.** 

Mia BaooKf. 



It is tune, perhaps, that we should recur a little, to trace the 
operations of some personages of our story, whose agency, though 
unnoted by us through several of the last chapters, had yet, in the 
meanwhile, been actively exercised in bringing about ike events 
that were destined to follow. And it is with a sort of reluctance 
of feeling that we turn from the soul-kindling task of describing 
the noble exploits of Allen and his patriot companions, to the low 
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and despicable plottings of the base Sherwood^ and his still more 
execrable associate in crime.- Though twice foiled in his attempts 
to procure the destruction of Warrington, under the sanction of 
a despotic law, of which advantage w^ taken mainly to cloak 
the true motives of the act, — though signally defeated in this, 
and the bolder^tempt at assassination, which was subsequently 
made at bis instigation, yet still restless as the dark spirit of evil, 
this plotter of mischief, instead of relinquishing his object, was 
now only the more intently engaged in devising and putting in 
practice, new ways of accomplislang his nefarious designs. 

On tbe evening that Darrow ha#tttempted the life of Warring* 
ton in tbe woods, Sherwood was sitting in his house, which was 
kept by a simple couple, wholly in the interests of their employer. 
He had just arrived firom a visit to the house of Captain Hendee, 
where, as the reader has been apprised, he had been sowing the 
seeds of discord in that hapless family. And the chilly reception 
with whicb his parting advances had been met by the indignant 
girl, whom they were intended to sofl€n and deceive, more than ever 
confirming him in what his jealousyhad long since suggested, that 
her inclinations were setting strongly towards his hated rival, and 
foreseeing that something must speedily be done to counteract the 
current, he wa^now revolving over the aifPerent schemes that 
rose in his teeming brain for effecting his purpose, in case of the 
failure of his minion to remove the object, alike of his hatred and 
his fears. While thus occupied in mind, Darrow, whose coming 
was not wholly unlooked for, arrived, and sulkily entered the 
apartment. > 

" Ah, Darrow ! ** exclaimed Sherwood, with his usual hypocrit- 
ical smile, ^*' very glad to see you. I knew not whether you would 
come to-night, or return to the fort." 

" Why," replied the other, " when I concluded to give it up for 
ad — n bad day's work, I found myself nearer your house than 
the fort ; so I came, that 's all." 

^ Glad you did. So come, unrig,- and sit down. The old 
woman, in the other room, will have us some supper ready soon. 
But no luck with your rifle to-day ? " said Sherwood with a sig« 
nificant smile. 

" None — except getting half tired to death, in this cursed wild 
goose chase of yours," petulantly replied the surly minion. 

- *< What ! not even get a sight of the game, after so much beat- 
ing of the bush ? ** 

^ Yes, twice ; and failed both times, as the devil, who sent mo 
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on the errand, would have it,'' answered Darrowy with an eqair* 
ocal glance at the other. 

^ Failed ! how ? ** said Sherwood, without appearing to notice 
the half-intentional sarcasm of Darrow. 

" Why, the first time, the devilish rifle missed fire, for a rarity 
— the second, its owner missed his aim, and llkl to take to his 
legs to save his hacon.** 

" All this is very sinc^ular, Mr. Darrow," observed Sherwood, 
with a disappointed, and somewhat incredulous look. 

^ Yes, but true for all thaL Believe it or not, just as you 
please, I care not a groat" ^ 

" What mean you, Darrow ? " 

^ Exactly whiU I say ; and I am be^nning to mean sometl/ing 
more, too." 

" You are a strange fellow, Darrow. But let us have all your 
meanings, wants, and wishes, in a lump. I am now in no humor 
for ridcSes." 

" Nor I neither. Well, then, though the fellow escaped my 
bullet by no intended fault of mine, yet I am not sorry I missed 
him. I have been thinking over the business coming along, and 
for an your talk about his l&e being forfeited, I can't make it out 
much better than killing — not to use a worsfe word, — whict 
they say ^ves a fellow ugly dreams. So I have made up mt 
mind to let you do your own jobs of this sort, in future. And n 
you persist in urging me ftirUier — ** 

** Killitig 1 who a^ed you to kill him ? " interrupted Sherwood 
in feigned surprise. 

^ Curse you, Jake, you know well enough you meant that 
But I am still willing to help take the fellow, and hand him ovef 
to the Yorkers to punish, or lend you a hand to carry any other 
point, if you will do the clean thing by me. But in the first place 
you must tell me what you fear from this fellow, and why you are 
so specially set on having him taken, more than Allen, or ahjr 
other outlaw ? " 

"That is more than I intended to telj any one ; but as I sup- 
pose you will better serve my interests by understanding this, 
you shall know the whole business : well, after I had been here 
awhile, I noticed that the girl, when the Captain said any thing in 
praise of this Howard, as he supposed his name was, never 
joined her father in praises of the fellow, though she never had 
any ears for any thing else while the slightest mention was made 
of him. And if I so much as asked a question implying a doubt 
about the fellow's perfection, she would show resentment as plain as 
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looks could do it. Now, Darrow, if you would discover whether 
a ^1 entertains any secret liking for a man, just introdt^ce hia 
name in her presence, contriving both to praise and censure him, 
and if she refuse to join you in either, hut is all attention when 
you praise, and grows restless when you censure him, you may 
safely set it down that love is secretly lurking about her heart. 
It was something like this that led me to think, that this Howard 
had made an impression, which I little relished. This suspicion 
caused me to obtain from the old Captain a minute description 
of the fellow, and having before had one of Warrington, it occur- 
red to me that this favorite might be no other th^ the outlaw, 
himself. And being determined to ascertain whether my conjec- 
tures were correct, I made a secret journey to Bennington, where 
I got a sight at Warrington, and where, by professing great wrath 
against the Yorkers, I was let into secrets which con£brmed me in 
my suspicions. There, also, I made arrangements for being 
apprised of Warrington's future movements with one WiUoughby, 
who sent the word, which enabled me to ferret out him and his 
band at Lake Dunmore. All this, however, I kept secret frodi 
the Hendees, but took especial pains to inspire the old man, and 
more particularly his daughter, with a horror of the character of 
Warrington. And now, Darrow, after the insufferable scoundrel 
has caused me to be tied up and whipped like a dog, and, to cap 
the climax, has found his way into this family, and attempted to 
beguile from me my betrothed, can you ask why I wish to see 
him brought to justice ? '^ 

" Why, you seem to make out considerable of a case of it, to 
be sure," replied the other carelessly, as he rolled his tobacco 
quid in his lips. " But betrothed do you call her ? Why, I 
thought you cared so little about the girl, that you was quite 
undetermined whether you would have her, or not?" 

*< Well, whatever I miay have said before, I am not undeter- 
mined now — for the girl, in spite of men, or devils, I swear I 
will have ! " 

" What mighty object is there, Jake, in breaking your neck 
for her ? Besure, she iS a snug piece enough, but you can catch 
other fish as fair, and those, too, who will bring you hundreds to 
her none." 

** I have plenty of objects to answer : one is to defeat this 
hated scoundrel, — another, to punish her for presuming to like 
him. I do n't say now I will marry her. But she shall be mine,, 
to do with as I choose. ^ I will have her, and keep her in a spot 
where it shall be mine, not hers, to decide whose wife she shall 
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become. That, indeed, was mainly ray motive in dravrii»g hef 
into an engagement in the first place : for you know, Darrow, 
that in case the old concerns should happen to be ripped up, a 
matrimonial plaster would cure all. And so long as I kept 
things in this posture, I should have the remedy at hand.** 

" Yes, but what chance do you consider there is of ripping up 
old matters ? " asked the sergeant, throwing a keen enquiring 
glance at the other. 

** Why, such a thing is possible, you know. The old man, my 
father, I mean, as he grows weak and childish, may repent, and 
kick over his own kettle, and, of course, mine. Indeed, I have 
great fears of this : for, though he never said any thing to me oi 
ike kind, not dreaming that I ever met with you here, or discov- 
ered by any other means the secrets of his former management, 
yet I have lately observed in him a sort of growing uneasiness, a 
whining melancholy way, which, with his great anxiety that I 
should marry this girl, has made me rather jealous, that his firm- 
ness is giving way in this quarter. Besides this, there are other 
dangers : that boy, who, you say the old man still thinks, was 
done for, may yet be alive, and return to make me trouble." 

" Well, if he should, he would be a no very lousy foe for you to 
contend with, Jake, — that is, if he is as smart for a man as he 
was for a boy — I tell you, he was a bright one for a four-year 
old. I liked him, and never had the least notion of harming a 
hair of his head." 

" What object had you, then, in making the old man beUeve 
as you did?" 

^' Why, I mistrusted that would please the old man best, and 
I '11 be hanged if I do n't believe it did, Jake, if he is your 
father." 

" Well, there are these chances against me, and then — " 

" And then Bill Darrow may leak, you was going to say, was 
you, Jake ? " sneeringly asked the minion. 

•* O, no I " quickly responded the consununate dissembler with 
a gracious sniOe, and a surprised air, as if such a thought never 
entered his head. " No, indeed. I should as soon fear myself. 
But I was thinking, and about to say, that besides these chances, 
Warrington's communication with the girl will prove dangeroua 
to my plans, and that they must be stopped." 

" Well, how are you agoing to do it, short of following up the 
plan we have been already acting on to so little purpose ? " 

" Why, I have already taken one step to-day, by informing 
Hendee, that his friend Howard was no less than the outlaw 
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Warrington in disguise. This was touching fire to his gun* 
powder temper ; and has pretty effectaallj blown the fellow up as 
regards any open communication with the girL" 

*' That may be, but it has also blown up your best trap for 
taking him, you see, do n't you ? " 

** Perhaps so, but I dare not risk his visits with the standing 
he evidently held in their minds. And now having broken off 
all open intercoturse between the girl and the audi^ous rascal, 
we must go to work to sunder those ties, which may yet secretly 
resBun." 

^ Hum ! That, I should think, would be* like trjring to cut off 
sun-beams with a jack-knife. I should like to know how the old 
boy you calculate to do that ? " 

^ O, easy enough, though my plan is not quite made up. I 
will tell you in the morning. But will you assist me in carrying 
itout?" 

*^ Do n't know but I wiU. But supposing I do, and see you 
fairly through the whole scrape, what do you finally intend to do 
f<»-me?" 

^ Any thing almost that you may ask, Darrow. You will own 
that the earnest money I gave you the other day was a handsome 
a&ir?" 

** Hum ! — Yes, decent.** 

"Well, from the late news, I suppose we shall have war. 
Warrington and most of these rascally settlers will be with the 
rebels. I, from several motives ; shall go for the king. And I 
have made up my mind to get a Ca{itain's commission, and raise 
a company to act in this quarter. You shall be my Lieutenant. 
And then we will use up these reft«ctory settlers in a way they 
little dream of. But hark ! The old woman is rs^ping for us to 
come to supper. I will mature my plans, and open them to you, 
as I said, in the morning." 
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CHAPTER IV. 



** I BcmiMhIiig fear my fkther^s wimth ; but nothing 
(Always reflerr'd my holy da^), what 
Hia rage oaa do <ni mo. Ton most begono : 
And I ahall hero aUde the hourly ihot 
(H angry ey«e ; not oomfbrted to U?e, 
But that there Is this Jewel in the i^rld, 
That I may aee again." 



The development made by Sherwood, at his late visit, seemed 
to produce on Captain Hendee, whose mind iiad been previously 
prejudiced and poisoned for the purpose, ail the efifect which the 
former could have desired. The Captain's feelings of pride were 
deeply touched at the thought of having entertained, and w^« 
comed in his family, a man acting under the disguise of aa 
assumed name, and consequently harboring, as he reasoned, no 
honorable purposes. And these views going to confirm all the 
falsehoods and dark insinuations, by which that lago in n^^iot 
and subtlety had accompanied his disclosures concerning War* 
rington, the mind of the irritable old gentleman had been wrought 
tip to a pitch of exasperation*and bitterness, which he pretended 
neither to disguise nor control, and which he failed not to vent on 
all around him, but more particularly upon his unhappy daughter. 
To her, indeed, his whole demeanor became dianged ; and his 
treatment was marked by a distrustful coldness, and continued 
austerity of manner, which she had never before, for so long a 
time, experienced from her passionate, but hitherto qui(£ly 
relentog, parent And yet she, who was happily the very 
reverse of her father in temper, had neither manifested, nor fdi 
the least wish to resent the unkindness ; but calm and amiable m 
disposition, as she was fearless and spirited in action, she had 
borne all with the most forgiving patience, prudently awaiting 
the subsiding of the tempest of his passion, before she should 
attempt, as she was resolved to do, to exculpate Warrington, and 
gradually bring about a change in his views and feelings, in 
regard to the connection with Sherwood. She well knew that 
be was now laboring under many false impressions, which she felt 
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conscious of her ability to remove, as soon as he should become 
Buffidentlj cahn to listen to the voice of reason. Day after day, 
therefore, she had anxiously watched for some appearance of 
relenting, some more softened mood, which should afford her^an 
opportunity of making this attempt with a reasonable hope of suc- 
cess. But till the evening on wluch Jones called at the house, ehe 
had observed nothing that indicated the least relaxation in her 
father's feelings. And being then interrupted by the woodsman's 
call, at an hour which usually afforded her the only opportunity 
she had through the day of conversing with her parent alone, 
she deferred her purpose to another day* But the next day 
brought along with it events, which so engrossed her time and 
attention, that this desired object was not again sought to be 
obtiuned, till circumstances intervened, which destroyed every 
motive and wish she could entertain for accomplishing it. 

Such was the state of feelings, and such the relative position in 
which the father atbd daughter stood towards each other on the 
day which proved so triumphaht to the American arms on lake 
Champlain. In the early part of that day the attention of this 
fiumly, as well as that of all the inhabitants of the vicinity of the 
lake, was aroused by heavy and repeated discharges of cannon, 
in the direction of Tiponderoga. Little dreaming of the fact 
that tlus cannonading, which was filling the whole valley of the 
lake with its echoing thunders, was the harbinger of a victory 
already won, the whole neighborhood was instantly in commo- 
tion, — some riding post haste into the interior to carry the news, 
or rally volunteers, some fiying fipm house to house to inter- 
change the expressions of their fears and sympathies, and the 
greater number, rushing down to the nearest landing on the lake 
shore, to gain the first tidings of their friends engaged in the 
deadly coi^ct^ which they supposed was at that moment raging 
roonci the walls of the hostile fortress. In a short time the door- 
yard of Captain Hendee's cottage was filled with a group of ex* 
cited boys and anxious females. And agonizing were the sensa- 
lions of many an affectionate wife and sister, and ofl and fervent 
their trembling ejaculations to Heaven for the preservation of 
husbands, brothers, and lovers, in this hour of danger. And not 
the most indifferent among those thus oppressed with painful 
solicitude for the event, which they believed involved the fate 
of all they held dear on earth, was Alma Hendee. To. her, 
whose lover might be expected to be among the foremost of those 
engaged in the perilous assault, every gun that came booming 
over the waters brought with it a pang for her agitated bosom. 
18 
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Nor was ber anxiety the less painfullj felt, because drcomstittieea 
compelled her to endare it in silence. The firing at length 
ceased, and all awaited in trembling solicitude some arrival, whidi 
should bring them information of the result This, however, 
continued for several, and to most of them, long and tedious hours, 
to rest in uncertainty. But at length a horseman, covered with 
dust, and lashing his foaming horse to speed, came furiously gal- 
loping down the road from the south. All, with beating heaHs 
and breathless expectation, awaited the announcement of the 
rapidly approaching messenger. The next moment, as he neared 
them, he swung his hat round his head^ exclaiming, << Victory ! 
victory ! hurra for the Green Mountain Boys I Ticonderoga is 
taken, and not a man killed! hurra I hurra P and, without 
scarcely checking the speed of his horse, on he dashed, to carry 
to others the joyful tidings. The cracked voice of the war-worn 
and veteran Hendee was the next instant mingling with the shrill 
and high-keyed cry of the boys around him, in the responsive 
hurra thataow involuntarily burst from their lips. With tears of 
joy and thankfulness gushing over many a fair cheek, the females 
hurried on such habiliments as they had laid aside, and the com- 
pany, immediately dispersing, hastened to their respective homes 
with the gladdening news, leaving Captain Hendee and his daugh- 
ter again by themselves, and their cottage to relapse into its usual 
quietness. The day, however, was not destined to close upon 
them without the occurrence of other events of stirring interest. 
Towards sunset, several batteaux filled with armed men, made 
their appearance on the lake, approaching from the south, and as 
they neared, were soon discovered to be bearing down upon the 
fortress of Crown Point 

^' Bring me out my old spy glass, Alma I ** cried Captiun Hen- 
dee, hobbling from the ^urden, where he had been to work, 
towards the house, and turning round every few steps to 1<^ at 
the little armament, which he had discovered approaching. 
" Here comes more trouble for the British — or else that fellow 
fooled us with his- news, and these are a reinforcement for the 
garrison. Come, step quick, girl, I can't make them out with 
certainty.** i 

'< Would British troops be likely to come in that direction, 
father ? " asked Alma, in accents tremulous with emotion, as she 
approached, and handed the required instrument to the other. 

" Why, no, I should hardly have expected it ; but let us see," 
replied the Captain, acyusting his glass and placing it to his eye. 
^ By heavens, the girl is right ! Those boats contain any thing 
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but British regulars. No, thej must be Green Mountain Boys, 
about to make an onset on the fort. See ! how stiffly they bear 
down towards the old walls ! *' he continued with animation. 
" Gad ! they are bold felloWs, to say the least, to be sailing 
directly in the teeth of yonder war-dogs ! But here, child, your 
eye is keener than mine ; — take the glass and watch their move- 
ments." 

The girl took the glass, and bringing the boats within its field 
of vision, looked long and intently without speiAdng. 

" They are coming to a halt now, are they not ? " asked the 
Captain. 

"Yes, they have nearly ceased rowing now," replied the 
maiden. " Why, how plainly I can see even their features ! Now 
there is one, who has mounted a bench, and appears to be giving 
commands to the rest. Now he has turned his face this way, as 
if_asif— " 

" Why ! how unsteady the girVs hand is I nonsense ! child, you 
need not be frightened, — they are not coming near us," half 
pettishly, half encouragingly, exclaimed the Captain, supposing 
bis daughter's very visible agitation proceeded from an appre- 
hension that the commander was about to order the boats to cross 
over the lake towards the house. 

" I am not afraid, father, only — but see I their boa^ are turn- 
ing to the shore. They appear now to be putting into a small 
cove." 

** There is where they are cunning," observed the other. 
" They do n't think it altogether safe to approach much nearer in 
the range of those murderous long guns. If I had been there in 
command of the fort, I think they would have seen trouble some 
time aga Thank God, however, the stupid fools within there 
have lost their best chance ! But what are they doing now ? " 

" They have landed, nearly all landed now, and seem to be 
fcK'ming on the bank." 

" Good ! now. Alma, you will have a chance to see a little of 
your father's old trade — • that is, if the garrison have sense and 
courage enough to make use of the advantages they possess for 
repelling their assailants. Are they moving forward yet for the 
fort?" 

** No, the commander appears to be addressing two men apart 
from the rest, one of whom seems to be unrolling something white. 
Ah ! I see, now ; it is a white flag. The two now advance along 
the path leading to the fort, while the rest appear to stand in a 



20S THE QRBEN HOtTHTAIN BOTS, 

waiting attitade, anxioualj watching the motions, of their tm 
companions as thej approach the gate." 

*^ It is a sommons from the commander, girl — a sonmions for 
the surrender of the fort Now you will see whether they wiU 
obey it, and yield without a blow the prize that cost the king so 
much toil and blood in the winninff, as my sad experience can 
well attest Many a dark and fearM night, Alma, have I ranged 
these woods, while the savage foe were lurking around us in 
every direction. Old JItlajor Put^ as we used to call that dare- 
devil, and myself once — ^ 

" There ! there ! father," interrupted the other, " the messen- 
gers have now approached near to the walls. A man appears on 
Uie top. They are conferring together. The messengers point 
to their companions. The man on the walls seems to hesitate. 
They now seem to direct his attention to something down the lake. 
Look, father, and see if anything is to be seen coming in that 
direction." • 

^ Now the Lord be with the assailants for a sudden rush, or 
their game is up ! " exclidmed the Captain, as, in compliance with 
his daughter's request, he turned and threw an enquiring look 
along the lake towards the north. '^ Two boats filled with armed 
msn are coming up the lake rowing for life — British, no doubt^ 
hastening to succor the garrison." 

" No, father, no 1 " joyfully excldmed the girl as with trembling 
haste she turned the glass to the armament in question. ^< You 
are again mistaken. These, too, are Green Mountain Boys, 
coming on to join their companions." 

" Green Mountain Boys I from that quarter ? where should 
they come from ? " 

*' From the Winooski river, father. Captain Baker has been on 
there, and " — eagerly replied the other, but stopping short and 
blushing, as it occurred to her that the remark wQiild lead to the 
discovery of the source of her information. 

'< Beally, girl ! one would suppose you had been at the council 
of war, where this campaign was planned," said the Captain, wkh 
an air of surprise ; but being too much occupied with present 
objects to trace the association, he, to the great relief of his con- 
fused daughter, reverted to the scene before him, and said, " You 
may be right after all, — if so, victory is certain. But turn now 
to the fort and see what is going on there." 

" I will — I am, father," replied the flustered girl. " Ah ! I 
have a view again : now the conference between the commander, 
or man on the walls and the two messengers, seems to be broken 
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cff. The latter are departing. But now the man seems to be 
calling them back. They turn to him again and bold parlej. 
Now the messengers turn quicklj round, and wave their flag to 
their companions, who seem suddenly to be put in motion. And, 
see ! see ! their whole body is rushing towards the fort How their 
guns glimmer through the trees as they pour along the path I 
How their commander's sword flashes in the sun, as half turning, 
he whirls it about his head to motion them on ! There ! there ! 
father, they mount the swell 1 — they approach the walls — the 
gate is thrown dpen ; and now they disappear within the works, 
and all is still." 

** And all without a sin^e gun being fired in defence of Old 
Frederick I impossible ! '* exclaimed the Captain, with mingled 
feelings of joy for the success of his countrymen, and shame for 
the garrison, who would surrender, without resistance, a fortress 
which years of his life had been spent in helping to wrest frcmi 
the Frenchmen. 

" Here ! look, look, father 1 " again exclaimed the excited girl, 
** The lion flag- goes down 1 another of a lighter colcw goes up I 
Hare they not conquered, father ? — They have ! They have ! 
and oh !' how thankful ! " 

** Yes^! 't is all over ! " responded the Captain, rubbing his hands 
in ecstacy. " Quick work, by heavens 1 Not a gun fired ! — not 
a man killed, and the old Lion is flat on his back ! The com- 
mand of the whole of lake Champlain is ours ! Huzza for liberty I " 
he shouted, leaping from the ground, fiwrgetful of his lameness in 
the excitement of the moment, and throwing his hat into the air : 
" Huzza for the Green Mountain Boys I They deserve a heca" 
tomb for their victories ! " 

At this instant a dozen colnmns of smoke shot out fiercely from 
the walls of the fortress, and the deafening peal of cannon, which 
followed, announced to the shuddering hilb around the surrender 
of the last controlling foot-hold of British power on the waters of 
Lake Champlain, to the prowess and patriotism of the Green 
Mountain Boys. 

Alma now delivering up the spy-glass to her father, hastened 
hlto the house, and took a seat in her window, where, unobserved, 
by any, she could observe what further movements might tran- 
spire at the scene of action, and at the same time freely indulge 
in her emotions of joy and gratitude for the preservation of her 
lover, whom she had distinctly made out to be the leader of the 
victorious party. , 

An hour or two after the surrender, a skiflF, containing a single 
18* 
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individaal, put off from the shore under the fort, and directed ill 
course to the landing below the cottage. The individual, on 
reaching the shore, came directly towards the house, and waa 
soon ascertained to be Neshobee bj the Captain, who, still 
remaining in his garden, had been watching the coming boat 
The Indian rather sheepishly i^proached his master, consckras, 
perhaps, that as far as regarded the Captain, he had plitjed the 
truant in joining the expedition. 

^Well, Neshobee," said the Captain, as the other, with 
averted face came carelesslj along, ^ where have jou been all 
this time ? ** 

^ Umph I me been go learn fight nm.** 

^ I thought it likelj enough they had got you away for that, 
as I suspected, from several things I noticed yesterday, that this 
business was afoot But how did you know I should be wiUing 
you should join in these doings ? " 

" What you tell big Cappen — Colonel, who make believe drunk 
todder night?" 

^^ Well, well, my lad, I don't mean to scold you much for join- 
ing in so good a work, though you might have talked with me a 
little before you went But have you been with the big Cap- 
tain, who is no other than Ethan Allen, Mr. Sherwood informed 
me?" 

" Me have." 

" Well, he was commander of the expedition, I suppose — - 
what did he and his men do there at Ticonderoga. 

^*They take um red-coats, — pile up their guns for no let 
um have um more, — fire big guns, more fifty — hoo I bang ! " 
replied the Indian with significant gestures. 

^ And was it the big Captain who come on with the men to 
take this fort?" 

" No, young Cappen, Major, what you call Misser Howard." 

'< Well, you may go, now," said Hendee, impatiently, modixH 
ing the other to go on to the house. 

" How proud I should now be of that same Warrington, outlaw 
though he be, but for this accursed business ! " muttered the 
Captain to himself, after the Indian had departed, with a tone 
and manner in which admiration and dislike, kindness and resent* 
ment, regret and bitterness^ were strangely blended. 'Hang me ! 
if I do n't almost think the better of the girl for liking him. 
Though if Jake's stories are true ! — I wonder now if the fellow 
did not lie to me ? — > would to Grod things had been difierait I 
But they are not different, and wont be ; and hell town ! what 
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am I talking about ? It can't go — no, no ! and bj the powers 
of earth ! it shan't go, an inch farther, or I will mi^e the house 
too hot for her ! " 

While the passionate and unhappy father was thus giving vent 
to his conflicting feelings, the Indian entered the house, and pro- 
ceeded to the apartment of the daughter, who had also noted his 
approach, and beckoned him from the window to oome to her 
room. 

^ Now tell me, in the first place, Neshobee," said she eagerly, 
** whether Mr. Sherwood was over there to be taken prisoner with 
the rest?" 

** Me no see him." 

You ssud yesterday, he was then there." 
."Me see him, as me say, then, — no there to-day when we 
come — guess him run." 

" Very likely, but Darrow was there, of course, was he not ? '* 

** Him no there, too." 

^' How unfortunate 1 " exclaimed the maiden with an air of 
disappointment and regret '^ Not even one of them, then, is 
secured ! Well, well, Heaven knows best ; and in that I will 
still put my trust But what have you there ? she added, as her 
€fakk eye caught the hand of the other fumbling for something in 
his pocket 

" Cappen send um," quietly answered Neshobee, pulling out a 
billet, which was instantly snatched from his hands by the eager 
girL 

" O, why not have told me, before I But you may go now, 
Neshobee ; " and with a quick, impatient waving of her hand, she 
motkmed him away. 

With a beating heart and glowing cheek, the happy girl 
read and re-read, many times, the precious note ; when, after 
pondering anxiously and deeply, awhile, she took her sheet and 
wrote, — 

" Your few lines, my dear sir, have been received, and read, I 
know not how many times over, and with an interest which I 
dure not acknowledge. Your propositions, too, have been all can- 
didly, and even anxiously weighed. And it is with many, very 
many regrets, my more than friend, that I am forced to the con- 
clusion that, at present, it were better, that they be not complied 
with. You first propose to come here openly, explain to my 
&fiier the reasons wluch compelled you to that course, which he 
pf^etends so much to censure, and claim the privilege of address- 
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fng me : — all the explanadong, whidi it may be needful to make, 
would, I am sadsiied, with mj father's present feelings and im- 
pressions, be better listened to from me than joarself. And most 
assuredly they shall be made to him as soon as his mood shall be 
such as shall warrant the belief that they will be received, without 
passion or prejudice. And before you take the step you propose, 
I could wish also to see to some change in his views relative to the 
match he has marked out for me. And changed, believe me, 
they sooner or later will be. Beaton will at length resume her 
sway ; and, to say nothing of your character, the character of 
one of whom I would not willingly speak my opinion, must soon 
t>e better known to him. And he will see, and feel, for himself, 
that his present requirements are neither wise nor generous. 
But do not, for my sake, for your own sake, belov^ friend, 
attempt to accomplish all this now, under circumstances so inaus- 
picious : for I feel it would be useless ; and not only so, but lead, 
probably, to the defeat of the objects, and consequently the h^ 
piness of us both. No, Warrington, be patient, trust in Heaven 
to expose guilt, and reward innocence, and rely on the consttin^ 
of her, who is resolved to bring^ about a state of things when ber 
lover can be received in her falher^s house with the lundness and 
respect to which he is entitled. 

^ As an alternative, in case I disi4>prove your first proposal, 
you request to be favored with secret, or stolen interviews, ^ 
Warrington, Charles Warrington ! would yon recommend such a 
course to a beloved sister ? With your delicacy of sentiment^ with 
your admiration of exalted virtue, I know you would not. Why, 
then, ask it of one whom yon propose to make nunre than a sis- 
ter ? Again, dearest friend, I must say to you, no I I hav€isver 
disapproved of clandestine meetings : — there is an air of guilt 
about them — a something that seems to imply a consciousness 
of wrong, which innocence and rectitude of purpose should never 
stoop thus tacitly to acknowledge. And' the same views, whidi 
have led to the disapprobation of these, have, in most respects, an 
equal application to the measure that you hint it may be expedi- 
ent for us, as a final resort, to adopt, — a private elopement. In 
some countries, and in some states of society, such a measure 
may, perhaps, be sometimes justifiable ; but is it so in a IvA 
like ours, where force is rarely, if ever, used, to defeat the engage 
ments of lovers ? While armed with the panoply of virtue tmi 
reason, and possessed of the moral courage which these should 
ever impart, few females, I apprehend, need here resort to this 
questionable practice. And were I to be wed to you to-day, Mr 
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Warrin^n, it should be dOde openly, and, if permitted, in the 
presence of my natural protector. But if the ceremony were 
forbidden, I would then, after frankly apprising him of my inten- 
tions, as openly depart with you to a place where it would be 
allowed. And if force were employed to restrain me, I would 
Uien throw myself on the protection of him who would defend, or 
deserve to lose me" 

" You know not how rejoiced is my heart to hear of your per- 
sonal safety, — how proud to learn your brilliant successes, and 
how gratified at the promotion you have received. You say you 
are about to proceed south, to make enlistments for an expedition 
into Canada. Go ! — deserve well of your country, be true and 
constant, and, while you remain what I now believe you, count 
me so, and be assured, that all the reward that this poor heart 
and hand can confer, shall be eventually yours. My prayers will 
attend you amidst the perils of war. Apprise me often — as 
often as possible, of your situation. And, notwithstanding I have 
declined your present proposals, O, do not believe me now, do 
not hereafter think me, less ^votedly yours. Alma." 

When Alma had finished her letter, she sought her trusty 
messenger, and confided it to his charge, with instructions to 
convey it to Warrington at the fort that night, or as soon as he 
could absent himseH* without exciting the observation of her 
father ; afler which she again returned to her solitary apartment, 
and soon sought her pillow, to escape the perplexities of the 
present in the bright visions of the future. During tl\e next day, 
her time and attention were more than usually occupied by calls 
at the house, from those passing ta and from the fyrU And it 
was not till nearly night, that she found an opportunity to escape 
from the company, with which, in successive parties, the cottage 
had been thronged through the day. But being relieved at 
length firom these hospitable duties, and wearied with bustle, in 
which she had been engaged, she threw a light kerchief over her 
head, and wandered into the fields to indulge in those solitary 
musings so grateful to separated lovers. The golden sun was 
just sinking behind the western hills. The earth was a varie- 
gated carpet of flowers beneath her feet; and tempted by the 
beauty of the evening, she continued her course almost uncon- 
sciously, down the little vale towards the woods ; and before she 
was aware how far she had wandered, she had arrived at the 
border of the field, and was standing by the tr^ beneath which 
Warrington had first breathed to ^er the word "love." After 
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indulging awhile in the associations which this sequestered spot 
awakened in her mind, she turned, and was retracing her steps 
homeward, when she was startled hy the sharp rattling voice of 
some one a few rods helow her, and turning, she beheld Pete 
Jones making his way up the slope towards her. 

^ Hold up a little bit there, lady, that is, if yon 're a mind to," 
he said, respectfully approaching and holding up a letter between 
his thumb and finger. ^ There 's a little concern of a letter, which 
Captain Selden handed me to give you." 

" Indeed ! an answer from Skenesbovo' so soon ? " said Alma, 
with a subsiding blush, which was raised by the thought first 
occurring to her mind that the message came from another 
quarter. 

" Answer to the letter the nigger had, — d' ye mean ? — why, 
yes, rather spose so. Any how, I believe it came from that little 
hum-bird of a girl that we caught at that small scrape we had 
with the (^d podunk of a Scotchman and his folks, at the Lower 
Fidls, a week or two ago." 

*'You mean Miss Reed, probably — have you been up to 
Skenesboro', since you were here ? ** 

" O, yes, a lot of us went up there yesterday, after things had 
been pretty well fixed at Old Ti." 

" For what purpose, if I may ask, ^P" 

" Why only just to let the Major there know, that the Conti- 
nental Congress had kinder taken a fancy to his stone house. 
At all events, Captain Selden told them something of that sor^ 
as we made them all prisoners there.'* 

" What ! the ladies and all? — I trust they will have no reason 
to complain — " 

" Ah, you need n't borry no trouble there, mum, I guess. The 
ladies wont be very likely to cry their eyes out, at falling into 
the hands of such a chap as Captain Selden — now you see if 
they do ? For instance, mum, by way of a similar," continued 
Pete, beginning to look mischievous, being no longer able to keep 
down his ruling propensity for joking, " for instance, suppose 
now, that Major Warrington should come over here with men 
enough — and twould n't take over a thousand neither, mayhap — ^ 

" You need not trouble yourself to explain, sir," interrupted 
Miss Hendee, rather flurriedly. " The letter will inform me of 
all particulars, doubtless. You will now excuse me, as I must 
return. But perhaps you will go to the house for some refresh- 
ment, or to remain with us through the night? " 

." Why, no, — thank'ee mum," replied the other, a litle abashed 
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ftt the dignity which the girl had assumed. ^ No, I must he off 
to mj traps : I am a sort of a water-mail to carry orders to-day. 
Captain Selden sent me on, this morning, with despatches to old 
thunder-holt. Colonel Allen, you know. "Well, the Colonel, he 
sent me with my little bird of a canoe agoing again, Hke a foot- ' 
ball, down here to Crown Pointy to notify the Major to come up 
to a council there, to-night, or in the morning. So you see I 
must put on with my errand, as I have n't been to the fort yet. 
Tou may just tell the old Captain at the house, if you 're a mind 
toi that my ague, since I was there hasn't been very desput, 
considering." 

So saying, the joUy borderer turned, and bounded down the 
slope like a young colt, giving vent to the exuberance of his 
animal spirits, as soon as he was fairly out of the restraining 
presence of the lady, in his fevorite old chorus, " Trol, lol, 161 de 
larly!" 

Hastening to -the house, and then to her room. Miss Hendee 
eagerly tore open the letter just received, and read as follows : 

"Be astonished, O, ye heavens! and Alma Hendee, be you 
thunder-struck ! as I know you will be, when you learn, that we 
are — every man of us, — the Major and all, prisoners of war ! 
Yes, I am a second time a prisoner to Mr. Selden ! What means 
it, Alma ? There is some strange fatality about it, that nasses 
my poor comprehension. O, for some one deeply skilled iJkcan- 
ning the future — some one gifted with the second sight, which is 
claimed by our Highland seers in Scotland, to divine to me the 
portent of tl^singular happening ! How very surprised we all 
were when they koided — a body of armed men — and marched 
up, taking possession of the yard, and disarming our soldiers. 

The Major was in the house, and never mistrusted, I really 
believe, what Qould be their object, till they had seized the sloop 
and bateaux, and ,by their rapid movements in surrounding the 
men, put* it out ^ his power to make any resistance. All this 
was, seemingly, the work of a moment. And before we had 
recovered from thB first shock of the surprise, Mr. Selden, who 
appeared to be chief in command, had entered the house, and, 
with drawn sword, stood before us. The Major then, indeed, 
begaa to show some symptoms of uneasiness — more, however, 
even then, I thought, at the presence of one, whom he evidently 
has both feared and hated, since the former visit, than because he 
really supposed he was in earnest about capturing the establish- 
ment After Mr. Selden had politely saluted us, ladies, he bowed 
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hrmMj to the M^Jor, who returned the oompliment oolj bj t 
vain attempt to get his organs of speech in motion* 

" Who ? — what ? — Hem ! ^ he stammered, stepping restless^ 
about the room, and looking daggers at the other : ^ Why, sir — I 
sboold like to know, sir — jes, sir -=- let me tell joo, sir, what I 
think of jou, sir " — 

•'O, never trouble yourself, Msyor,'* replied Mr. S. with a 
satirio^ smile, ^ it might take jou a longer time than I could 
possibly spare to devote to so unimportant a purpose." 

" Why, sir ! " resumed my doughty warrior of a lady's parlor, — 
" d — n you, sir ! do you mean to insult, sir? — 1 11 just let you 
know, sir — you 11 just please to walk out of the house, sir ! " 

" O, be patient. Major," rejoined Selden, with the most pro- 
voking coolness. ^ Let me explain to these ladies the nature of 
our call, lest they be unnecessarily alarmed." 

He then informed us of the outbreaking of the war, the cap- 
ture of Ticonderoga — and the determination of the Americans 
to possess themselves of this post, also; and consequently the 
necessity of our removal to 0ome other place, to which he as- 
sured us of a safe escort 

^ Now, Major," said he, turning to the other, who had several 
times broken in on Mr. S., ^ I have only to say to you, that both 
you, and all your men are prisoners of war." 

Even then the Major could scarcely comprehend what had 
befalUn him ; for he again began to bluster and threaten. But 
Selden, at once cutting him short, ordered him away ; when they 
both left the house together. I never saw creatures so puzzled 
and confounded as were Marge and Merry Skene. They neither 
knew what to say, or how to act. As for myself, I could hardly 
hold in till the gentlemen had left the room, when I fairly shed 
tears with the laughter, which I could not repress, at the ludi- 
crous scene I had witnessed. In regard to the valiant Major, he 
will not, probably, make much more fuss about the affair to-day. 
To-morrow he will be considerably moved at the disaster; and 
by the next day, he will have so collected his ideas and his wrath, 
that he will be tremendously mad. 

They took the place about noon ; — since which we ladies have 
held our council of war. And it has been decided that we take 
our departure to-morrow morning for Albany, where^we shall 
at present remain, with a connection of the Skenes'. I should 
have certainly preferred, for myself, to go and reside with you. 
But I dare not name it to them^ for the girls are alreacly as 
jeajous of me as witches ; and I well knew, that should I inake 
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nxch a proposition, it would be at^buted to a secret wish to be 
where I could see more of Mr. S. And further, I am not quite 
sure, but they might be so kind as to communicate their sus- 
picions to father ; for I have a father, who may claim a voice in 
some matters as well as you. Now do n't draw any inferences 
from that observation, Alma; because, positively, there are none 
to draw. 

Mr. Selden handed me your letter, brought by black Jack, till 
he fell into the hands of the powers that be. I read it with 
much interest, — the more so, perhaps, as I thought of the pos- 
sibility that we may yet have cause to mingle our sympathies. 

I shall remain with the Skenes till father returns — if he does 
return ; for now we have war, I am rather uncertain what course 
he will pursue. Should he receive a commission that suits him, 
he may engage in the war. This, however, is doubtful. And I 
think it very likely he will remain neutral, as I suspect he thinks 
the government have not done him justice. At all events, I do n*t 
believe he feels very bitter towards the Americans ; but if he 
does, I know of one who do n't. 

P. S. Mr. Selden is to escort u^ in person to Albany ; and 
what is better, the Major is compelled to go with the other pria- 
fmers to Ticonderoga. His face is most unreasonably long at 
this arrangement — I think he will be crazy by to-morrow. 
Marge is secretly rejoiced, and I know another who is less sad 
about it than she might be. I have had a conversation with Mr. 
Selden, alone, which has shown me that he can be serious when 
he pleases. But I have no time left me to state particulars. In 
my next I will be more explicit. 

19 Adieu, adieu. 

Jesse. 
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CHAFTEE V. 



^ With plewoxM, hopet, aflbetkms goM, 
Th« wretdi nifty bear, and yet liv* on, 
like things within tb» eokl loek fmnd 
AUt*, when §11 '• eongeal'd anrand.*' 



Dusma the week succeeding the stirring and important 
eyentSy which we have been endeayoring to describe, circum- 
stances of both a public and private nature, conspired to bring 
Miss Hendee in contact with her neighbors and acquaintances, 
much more than usuaL The recent change of masters at the 
fort having led to a new and frequent intercourse with the inhabi- 
tants of this section of the country, many of both sexes had called 
at the cottage, on their visits to their friends, who were now 
members of the garrison. Business C(mnected with her father's 
household concerns had also caused her to make several calls, 
during the period above mentioned, at the houses of the different 
settlers in the neighborhood. It could not reasonably be sup- 
posed, in a country settlement where people, in the absence of 
other emplojrment of their leisure, are usually so curious respect- 
ing the affairs of their neighbors, and where every kind of 
gossiping always finds so ready a circulation, that the visits of so 
distinguished a young gentleman as Warrington, at a house con- 
taining one so lovely and excellent as Alma Hendee, had been 
suffered to transpire without being generally known, and com- 
mented on, by the inhabitants of the vicinity. Such, at all events 
appeared not to have been the case in the present instance : for 
Miss Hendee soon'discovered, that her sodal intercourse with her 
lover, as limited as it had recently been, was well understood 
by nearly every one of her acquaintance with whom she now 
happened to fall in company. And many were the jokes and 
banterings which she was compelled to meet on the subject. But 
there was one circumstance attending them which soon struck 
her as peculiar and uncommon in such kind of rallyings ; and 
this was, that, instead of the flattering and grateful appro vab, and 
^PP7 predictionBy usuaUy uttered on such occasions, they wer« 
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DOW, in almost every instance, acoompanied with some manifesta- 
tions of regret or disapprobation, at the conjectured intimacy — 
some hesitation of manner, some ominous shaking of the head, 
or some mysterious hinting at the dangers that would attend the 
connection, which none, at the same time, seemed to treat as one 
that would terminate in marriage. At first. Alma paid but little 
attention to these intimations ; but as they were repeated, they 
began to occasion her considerable uneasiness. And when she 
found them coming from all quarters, prudence would no longer 
permit her to pass them unheeded. And she began to busy her 
mind in trying to account for impressions, which she supposed to 
be much too general to be attributed to chance opinions, or per- 
sonal prejudices. She felt satisfied that this feeling could not 
proceed from any wish to favor Sherwood's pretensions to her 
hand ; for she well knew he was no favorite with the people at 
large. Nor could she perceive how it could arise from any iU 
opinion entertained against Warrington, who, as she had been 
told, was held in the highest estimation by the sellers generally, 
both for the signal services he had publicly rendered them, and 
for the many excellent traits of his private character. Although 
delicacy of feeling, as well as prudence, prevented her making 
any enquiries of those who had introduced this subject, yet the 
amount of what she had gathered from them seemed to indicate 
the existence of some insurmountable barrier to the union, to 
which she had recently engaged herself. But what the nature 
of this obstacle could be, she was wholly unable to conjecture. 

One day, after making one of her excursions among the set-, 
tiers, she had returned home under an unusual depression of 
spirits, occasioned by some hints and warnings of a more pointed 
nature than she had before received, together with the mortifying 
reflection that her views and feelings, in regard to her secretly 
contemplated union, had found no response in the minds of her 
acquaintance. Although an easy credulity ^rmed no part of the 
discriminating mind of Miss Hendee, yet prudence and discretion 
were ever among the leading traits of her finely balanced charac- 
ter. And these taught her the necessity of pausing in the path 
she had begun to tread, lest it, indeed, should be found to be 
beset with dangers, which had been concealed from her view. 
She recalled to mind some insinuations thrown out by Sherwood 
at his late visit, by which, she now, on reflection, supposed he 
intended she should believe, that Warrington was not only a lib- 
erdne, but that he had, by a clandestine marriage, entered into 
with Bome of his victims for the purposegof aeoompUshing hia 
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designs, put it out of his own power to contract a legal marriago 
with another. Considering those in^nnations at the time entirely 
false and malicious, she had instantly rejected them from her 
mind, without paying attention enough to them to examine the 
import of the words by which they were conveyed. But now, 
on recurring to the subject, and comparing Sherwood's words 
with the dark hints she had since received from others, she could 
not but be startled with the coincidence she perceived in all the 
different jntimations that she had heard. And the more she 
reflected on the vaVious remarks of her acquaintance, all seeming 
to tef^d to the same point, and to be strangely corroborative of 
each other, the more apprehensive she became of the existence 
of some fact, which would not only level with the dust the fair 
fabric of prospective happiness she had lately been rearing, bot 
would place her in no enviable position before the public, when 
the step she had taken should become known. 

"While Miss Hendee was revolving these distracting thoughts 
in her mind, that had now reached that state of uncertainty 
and fluctuation which peculiarly fits it for the reception of 
questionable statements, her reflections were interrupted by the 
entrance of a man, who announced himself as a tinker, wishing 
to know whether there were any wares in the house which 
required the aid of his profession. Being answered in the affirm- 
ative, he pulled off his pack, and, producing his tools, went to 
work on such utensils as were brought him for repairing. He 
was a man of a loquacious turn ; and he had scarcely become 
seated at his work, before his tongue was going as rapidly as bis 
hammer. Being somewhat amused at the remarks she heard him 
make to Ruth, the domestic of whom we have before spoken, 
Alma soon quitted the adjoining room, where she had seated 
herself, and, entering the kitchen, took a seat, and fell into con- 
versation with the talkative stranger, occasionally asking a ques- 
tion herself, and good naturedly answering the various questions 
he put to her, as he rapidly roved from subject to subject, in so 
disconnected a manner, that it would have puzzled a philosopher 
to have traced the association of the man's ideas. 

" Your fort over here has lately changed masters, I learn," he 
carelessly observed, after he had started and despatched every 
other topic which he apparently <K)uld think of as connected with 
the affairs of the neighborhood, — <' I wonder who has the com- 
mand of the place under the new order of things ? " 

<' Major Warrington, I belieyey" replied Alma, as a slight tinge 
overspread her fair (^eek. 
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•* Major "Warrington, Warijngton, did you say?** said the man, 
caqmringlj repeating the name : " not Charles Warrington of 
Bennington way ? " 

^ Yes, the same, sir,** replied the other. 

" Now I want to know ! Do tell us if he has got to be Major ? * 
half exclaimed, and half enquired the seemingly surprised tinker. 

" Is he a former acquaintance of yours, sir ? *' asked Alma, 
turning with a look of interest to the man. 

^ Lord, yes ! *' exclaimed he, with great apparent simplicity. 
** Why mam, I have known him ever since he was knee hi^h to 
a toad — used to live in the same town with him and his father's 
family, in old Connecticut, before they moved to the Grants, and 
have seen Charles there often since, on his visits back among his 
relatiqns — and — and old sweethearts," he conthiued, looking up 
roguishly to Alma, as if to see how the last remark took with her, 
but perceiving the uneasiness of her looks, he jocosely added, 
" Why, I spose the girls know that the young men will have 
sweet-hearts, do n't they ? ** 

"I pretend not to know young gentlemen's business, sir,** 
replied Alma, in a voice tremulous with suppressed emotion. 

" Well, well, I meant no offence," rejoined the tinker, seemingly 
abashed at the poor reception of his rally. 

" You have given me none, sir," timidly remarked the other. 
•'But I think you said you had kept up your acquaintance with 
Mr. "Warrington, and you may know whether — that is you " — 
and she paused, unable for the fluttering of her heart to proceed 
with an enquiry, the answer to which would probably involve 
her every hope of happiness for life : for she felt that this plain 
and apparently honest man, with his intimate knowledge of "War- 
rington's previous life and character, would be able to furnish 
her testimony, which would remove her apprehensions, or confirm 
them, and seal her doom forever. 

" May know what, marm ? " asked he, after waiting patiently 
awhile for her to proceed. 

Alma made an effort to go on ; but so great was her agitation 
that she could not utter a syllable, and she remained silent. 

*' Yes, I know all about Charles Warrington as well as any other 
man," resumed the fellow, after he saw the other was not likely to 
go on with his enquiry. " A considerable of a chap he is, too. 
In fact, he is a plaguy smart fellow ; and a likely one, too, in 
the main. I never knew but one mean trick about him in my 
Bfe ; and that was shuflfldng off and deserting that poor simple 
19* 
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wife of his, that he married kinder privatelj there in Ckmnco* 
dcut, a jear or two i^a** 

Had a winged shaft from an Indian's how, at that instant heea 
driven through the heart g£ Ahna Hendee, the eonvalsiye start, 
the sadden contraction of the muscles of h^ face, and the feaifbl 
death-gasp, would have heen searcelj more visible than was the ^ 
effect of the words of the last speaker. She sat a moment as if 
suddenly paralyzed in all her senses. Presently commenced Um • 
twitchingf nervous motion of her fingers, as fAte rapidly handled 
over the work in her lap. Then suddenly rising, she went to the 
window, and gasping for lN*eath, stood an instant vacantly gazing 
out upon the landscape, with a face as white as the bloodless mar- 
ble. She then tum^ quiddy away, and, with hurried, unsteady 
steps, rushed out of the room. Reaching her own apartenent, 
she again stopped short, and remained several moments urate 
and motionless as a statue, while the woe-stricken expression of 
her countenance and the silent workings in the muscles of her 
blanched and beautiful features, as she stood, like a teaiiess 
Niobe, with her anguished eye upcast to heaven, and both bands 
pressed tightly against her heart, told, more forcibly thapi Ian* 
guage can express, the mental agony with which she was 
contending. 

After Alma left the room, the miserable wretch, who had so 
cruelly inflicted this dreadftd blow upon her feelings, hinrried 
through his work, received his stipulated wages, and departed. ' 
No sooner had he turned his back than the faithful Butiiy who 
had noticed, and understood sdl that had passed, hastened with J 
looks of visible concern, to the apartment (^ her idolized yoong ^ 
mistress. 

" Alma ! " said she, tenderiy placing her hand on the now 
burning brow of the suffering girl, who had flung herself upoa^*^ 
her bed, where she was lying, with one hand pressing her dcMed 
eyelids and the other her side : ''Alma, y<Hir forehead is very 
hot — shall I bathe it ? " 

" No, no, Ruth," faintly murmured the fair sufferer, '' it is na 
attack of disease : my head, I know, is s(Hne fevered, and my 
eyes are sore, very sore ; but the trouble is here I " she adde^ 
indicating the spot by* lifting and replacing her hand upon her 
heart , ^' i 

"I was aware of your feelings in some measure, Alma,* 
replied the other soothingly, " and being like yourself, deceived 
in the character of the man of your secret choice, I confess, I did 
not disapprove of your partiality. But now. Alma, should you 
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not be thankful, that jou have made this disooverj in season to 
retrace your steps, and esc%)e the danger ? " 

^< Yes, and I am, I certainlj am ; but O, Ruth, Ruth, you little 
knew how much I loved him I and oh ! how cruelly — cruelly 
has he repaid my lavished affection ! " 

With this the sealed fountain of her tears suddenly opened. 
And as the pearly drops flowed thick and fast over her lovely 
cheeks, she breathed more freely ; and the torture, the scorching, 
tearless agony, that she had felt withering both hea|;t and bnun, 
was removed, giving place to the mitigated sufiering of ordinary 
sorrow, in which she long, long indulged, while her faithful 
domestic, in character of nurse and friend^ watehed over, and 
comforted her. 

The next morning, when Miss Hendee arose, she was calm and 
composed, though looking extremely pale. Her appearance very 
plainly told, that the struggle she had passed through had been a 
fearful one ; but it told, also, that she had not struggled in vain 
for the mastery over her feelings. Though her heart had been 
pierced and lacerated, she seemed to have succeeded in silencing 
its throbbings. There was a decision in her looks and move- 
ments, that indicated the stem and unwavering resolves she had 
made. And in pursuance of the course she had marked out for 
herself, it was her first object to despatdi such a notice to War- 
rington of her determination, as should effectually deter him from 
attempting any renewal of the intercourse. Accordingly, afler 
slie had superintended, as usual, the household affairs of the 
family for the morning, she retired, and penned the brief note : -^ 

" Major Warrington, — Our intimacy is^ forever ended. 
As no explanations need be given, so none will be received. I 
trust, therefore, that no further communications on your part will 
-be attempted. Alma Hendee." 

Sealing the note, she summoned Neshobee to her room, and 
with the same desperate sort of cahnness which she had ex- 
hibited through the morning, though with a slight tremor in her 
▼oice, she said to him, 

**Here, Neshobee, take this to Major Warrington without 
^elay, if you can find him within twenty miles of this place. 
But I understand that there was a vessel, with several boats filled 
with troops, arrived from the south last night j and he probably 
came with them, as he has been absent from the fort^ I am told, 
for ^e purpose of enlisting more men. Gro, give it him ; and do « 
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not 8taj an instant for an answer, or to give him a diance to 
question you." ' 

The Indian, who perceived both in her words and manner, 
that some sudden change had taken place in the oonnectioQ, 
which he wjis. aware existed between her and his friend, Wax- 
rington, threw- a keen enquiring glance upon the face of his mis- 
tress, and seemed to hesitate and linger, as if for an explanation 
of so unexpected an errand. But receiving only an impatient 
motion of her hand for his immediate departure, he turned away^ 
and with an air of mingled wonder and regret, lefl the house in 
silence, and proceeding to his skiff at the landing, rowed directly 
over to the fort. When he arrived there he found all in bustle 
and commotion, preparatory to an expedition into Canada. 
Allen, Warrington, and Arnold had arrived, as before intimated, 
the evening previous, with a schooner and a number of batteaux, 
fille(bwith a considerable body of troops, collected for the con- 
templated expedition, all of whom were now on the point of emr- 
barking, — Arnold in the schooner, with such Massachusetts 
troops as had arrived since the capture of Ticonderoga, and were 
now properly under his command, and Allen and Warrington 
with the remainder of the forces in the batteaux. As soon as 
the Indian reached the shore he sought out Warrington, and put 
the note into his hand. Receiving it as one who might be ex- 
pecting a favor of the kind, the latter carefully put the supposed 
prize into his pocket, and informing the messenger, that he had 
one for him to take back to his mistress in return, he turned to 
finish the directions he was at the moment engaged in imparting 
to his men. When he had completed the business immediately 
on hand, he turned to look for Neshobee, that he might take him 
into the fort to receive the letter he intended to send back by him. 
But, af^er searching for him in vain among the men, he cast his 
eye on to the lake, and, to his surprise and vexation, he beheld the 
native rapidly pulling for the opposite shore, and already out of 
hailing distance. Still supposing, however, that the messenger 
had misunderstood his request, the impatient lover hastened to a 
solitary room in the fort for the purpose of reading the precious 
paper alone, and adding a postscript to the one he had written, 
that he might despatch it by a special messenger before he em- 
barked. As soon as he was alone, he eagerly broke the seal of 
Alma's brief note, and read, with the most unmingled pain and 
astonishment, its unexpected contents. Hastily rising from the 
seat he had taken, he, for many minutes rapidly paced the room 
in silence, while the agitation visibly depicted on his manly 
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countenance plainly bespoke the depth and bitterness of his 
emotion. 

^ Yes, noble girl," he at length mournfully said, " incapable of 
intrigue and meanness yourself, you have, in some way, unsus- 
pectingly become a victim to the snares of a villain ! It is — it 
must be so. A deception has been practised upon you — a 
gross deception could alone have prompted to a measure so sud- 
den, so cruel, so inconsistent, and so destructive, as I know it 
must be, to your own happiness. Well, well, I have no leisure 
now, if I would, to enter the lists with this despicable plotter of 
mischief, who has thus entered our Eden^and turned its happi- 
ness to sorrow, in trying to ferret outliis riUainies, or compete 
¥Mfth him in his low game of intrigue and deception. I must 
l^ve ypu, too credulous girl, to discover for yourself the arts by 
which you have been duped, and the injustice you have done me 
— till then, farewell — till then, be my country my heart's only 
mistress." 

Before another hour had elapsed, Warrington had embarked 
with his troops, and, with the gallant and war-like array with 
which he was borne down the lake, had passed from the scene of 
his love and disappointment on his way to fields of blood and 
glory. 

It comes not within the scope of our design to accompany our 
Green Mountain Boys through the eventful campaign that fol- 
lowed their present embarkation, or to attempt to trace the varied 
fortunes of their gallant leaders, — the daring, talented, and 
chivalrous Allen, who, in his heroic attempt on Montreal, was 
taken prisoner and carried to England in irons, and there kept 
througlk a long and doleful captivity, which deprived his country 
of the aid of one of her modt energetic sons during the most try- 
ing period of the war, — the skilful, cool, and intrepid Warring- 
ton, whose conduct soon won for him the admiration of his 
country, — the gay and gifted Selden, whose sword and pen were 
alike successfully wielded in the cause, — and the jolly and fear- 
less Jones, who became known as the most sagacious and trusty 
scout-leader in the northern army. These, and the brave, reso- 
lute, and patriotic men under their command, who soon, by their 
courage and success in battle, and their fidelity to the cause of 
freedom, rendered the name of Green Mountain Boys a terror 
to their foes, and an appellation of honor among their admiring 
countrymen, we must now leave to struggle with their enemies 
abroad, while we remain on the spot we have okosea as the soena , 
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of our story, there to wait their return to make the place onc# 
more the theatre of glorious conflict 

From this time for a period of about two years, there was a 
pause in the action of our story. Although the events which 
formed its commencement were intimately connected with those 
attending its catastrophe, yet nothing occurred, during that inter- 
val, particularly to vary the aspect of the one, or to hasten the 
other. And the relative situation of all the different individuals 
of our '^ dramatis person®,'' from this time separated and scat- 
tered in various directions, remained nearly unaltered, till the 
tide of war, combined with other circumstances, brought them 
again together to figure on the scene of action where we have 
thus far described them. We propose, therefore, to pass lightly 
over this interval, and with a few observations, by way of notic- 
ing the situation and progress of affairs in the Hendee family 
iif the meanwhile, we shall proceed at once to the closing period 
of our story. 

From the hour of her supposed discovery of the duplicity and 
base conduct of Warrington, life was but a joyless blank to Alma 
Hendee. Although by the fortitude and firmness of her charac- 
ter, aided by female pride, which had been deeply wounded by 
the mortifying development, she had succeeded m her determined 
efforts to keep from sinking under the cruel disappointment, yet 
she could not but feel, that the young affections, which she had 
thus lucklessly suffered to entwine round her heart, and root 
themselves in its very core, were withered, never to be revived 
to their original freshness at the bidding of another. In the un- 
bounded confidence of her youthful love, she had squandered her 
heart's best treasures on one from whom neither pride nor prin- 
ciple would longer suffer her to accept a return. And she was 
deeply conscious, that she could never gather them again, to 
bestow them on a more worthy object, or where they would yield 
her the earthly happiness to which she had begun to look so 
fondly forward in her anticipated connection. 

It is an interesting and beautifnl trait in the character of wo- 
man's affections, that she never truly worships but at one altar. If 
that remains to her, though no new attraction be added, — no new 
inducement offered to ensure the continuance of her devotion, — she 
asks no more, but worships on, and on, more deeply and fervently, 
till the heart, that offers the homage, ceases in death to cling to 
all earthly objects. But if that is destroyed or removed, the 
incense of her heart passes away with it. She may, indeed 
«ometimes l)e found kneeling at another shrine, and offering up 
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the forms of deyotion, but ^e life, the spirit <^ the worship is 
forever gone. 

After the rupture between Miss Hendee and Warrington, 
Sherwood became, for a while, unusually constant in his visits at 
Captain Hendee's, and quite assiduous ip his attentions to the 
listless girl, to whom they were offered. At his first call, after 
that event, he soon, and with a malicious satisfaction, discovered 
that the arts he had put in practice had been crowned with suc- 
cess. This he not onlj read in her pale face, in which the settled 
air of gloom and disappointment were visibly depicted, but also, 
in her altered, and more respectful manner towards himself, 
which, without any change of opinion respecting his general 
character, she very naturally, though unconsciously, perhaps, 
exhibited towards him, as to one whom she now exhone rated 
from the particular charges to which she believed him obnoxious. 
Having satisfied himself of this state of things, he at first cun* 
ningly forbore to renew his former pretensions to. her hand. In 
a short time, however, he began again to make professions of 
attachment, and, without asking of her any other than the tacit 
acquiescence she had formerly yielded, talked of their engage- 
ment as of a settled business, and as if nothing had occurred to 
alter the relation formerly existing between them. These addres- 
ses Alma rather suffered than received ; and the affair between 
them was, in this manner, allowed by her to fall into much the 
same train in which it was' moving on Warrington's appearance. 
And yet she still had but little thought of uniting her destinies 
with those of Sherwood ; but continuing to hope that something 
would eventually occur to save her from the dreaded fate, she 
permitted the affair to glide along as she had formerly done, 
solely out of regard to the feelings of her father and the interests 
of the family. And, indeed, now, more than ever, did it seem 
necessary, that the family should avoid a rupture with Sherwood, 
as they were becoming more and more dependent on his assist- 
ance. With the breaking out of the revolution, the half pay 
which Captain Hendee had before regularly received, and which 
had constituted his main dependence, ceased to be transmitted. 
And he was therefore driven to avail himself, from time to time, 
of the offers of Sherwood to loan him money to meet his exigen- 
cies. In this manner Miss Hendee wore away about two years 
of her dull and joyless existence, finding nothing in the present 
to console or cheer her desponding mind, and seeing nothing but 
clouds and darkness in the future ; when an incident occurred 
that threw a new light upon her dark and cheerless path, and 
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prodaced a rerolation in her whole views and feelings, as sud 
deD and complete, as the event which caused it was singular and 
unexpected. 



CHAPTER VI. 



** A wa^i^Ba Joy Ughti up 1117 lontUiMei." 



It was a soft and balmy evening, in that loveliest of all months 
of the year in our northern dime, delightful June, when two 
ladies were seen issuing from the Hendee cottage, to wander 
abroad, to enjoy the beauties of the evening, and hold in the scA* 
itudes of the fields, that confidential communion on subjects of 
mutual concern, which is ever so interesting to friends, who have 
just met after a long separation. One was in height something 
above the ordinary standard of women, but with a form as fault* 
less as the chiselled marble. Her carriage and general demeanor, 
though easy and graceful, were yet not of that light and joyous 
kind, which generally bespeaks corresponding lightness of heart, 
but were marked, rather, by that serious, drooping cast, that tells 
of secret cares and sorrows ; while an air of deep and pensive 
thoughtfulness rested in her dark blue eyes, and overspread her 
somewhat pale, though exquisitely moulded features. The other 
femalewas a trifie smaller, and as volatile as a child in her move* 
ments. The very reverse of her companion, she seemed to be 
the creature of joyous impulses. Though both possessed far 
more than an ordinary share of personal beauty, yet their beauty 
was of an entirely different order : for while the appearance of 
the former was calm, intellectual, and commanding, that of the 
latter was sprite-like and playful, partaking largely of that certain 
prettiness, that eccentric, will o* wisp sort of witehery, which 
men generally pursue eagerly rather than worship profoundly* 
They were both old acquaintances of the reader, and we will, 
therefore, allow them to announce themselves by the conversation 
that now ensued between them* 
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•* Now tell me, Alma," said the smaller girl, " for, in spite of 
all the dogged silence you have shown in your letters on the sub* 
jeet, I determined I would know the first time I saw you — tell 
me, I say, what was the true reason of your dismissing Warring* 
ton." 

"There are some things, Jessy," replied the other, "which 
involve such imputations on our own prudence and discernment, 
and are, of themselves, so humiliating to our feelings, that we can 
hardly bring ourselves even in thought to recur to them, — much 
less to reveal them to others. And this is the main reason why 
I have never apprised you of the fact you seek to know." 

" Yes, but I shall not let you off on such a reason, you may 
depend upon it. Come, come, girl, I will be your confessor, and 
the more crossing to your feelings the confession, why the more 
it will be for your good, if the Catholic priests are in the right 
of it" 

" No, Jessy, let us forget the subject : I would not again dis* 
turb my feelings by recalling to mind the man who once caused 
me so much sorrow. It is enough to say that I was grossly 
deceived in his character." 

^ Deceived ! How deceived ? — now I tell you. Alma Hendee, 
I will know, and, as I am to live with you till father i:etums from 
England, I will thorn you night and day, till you tell me." 

" Well, then, Jessy, if you must know, the cause of my discard- 
ing him was the best of all causes ; because he could never be 
lawfully mine ; for, wherever his heart may have been, his hand 
belonged to another. And while he was vowing his heart to me, 
he was the husband of a living wife in Connecticut What say 
you to a deception like that, Jessy? " 

"Why, monster! — if so—- but how know you that fact, 
Alma?" 

" I received intimations of it fk>m various sources, which I dis* 
believed, when a man called here who was well acquainted with 
Warrington's whole career, and he confirmed all that I had 
heard." 

" Warrington — the high-minded, and brave Colonel Warring- 
ton, guilty of baseness like that?" — Impossible! Are you 
quite sure that there is not some mistake, or some intended 
deception, about this. Alma ? " 

" Yes, yes, — think not that, with my unbounded confidence in 
the man, I should have been brought to believe this easily. And 
Oh ! if you knew what the discovery cost me 1 " 
20 
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^ Bat did jou apprise him of this disooverj ? " 
"Nol" 

** Simplj, because, as I was fullj satisfied of the &ct, all at* 
tempted explanations would not only fail to mend the matter, bat 
make it worse, bj continuing a correspondence which would be 
ruinous to me, and disgraceful to us both." 

" Alma Hendee, I can hardly believe this strange story. I 
fear yoa have been deceived. I Wish I had known it before. 
Neither Colonel Warrington, nor Captain Selden, have the least 
idea that such were your reasons for the sudden, and, to them, 
unaccountable step you took. I have conversed with them both 
on the subject ; and they both believe, I imagine, that you were 
either coerced by your father, or were laboring under some 
misapprehension. Mr. Selden, I know, believes this ; and he 
told me on our way here, that if you would keep yourself from 
becoming entangled with Sherwood, the affair might jet, be 
reconciled between you and the Colonel, who yet cherishes for 
you all his former sentiments." 

" It never will be recondled, however, Jessy." 

** Why, you have not seriously determined to marry Sherwood, 
have you ? " 

^ I can hardly bring myself, I own, to think seriously of such 
a sacrifice," said Alma, mournfully. " I certainly never should 
harbor the thought a moment, if I had now any other object to 
live for, than to render my infirm and embarrassed father as 
happy as possible. This I see but one way of doing.' And as 
my own hopes of happiness are gone, should it not now be my 
duty to attend to his in the only way I can accomplish it ? At 
best it is but a dark and dreary prospect that lies before me, 
Jessy. And let us turn from it now to your own, which has at 
least hope to brighten it" 

" Yes, hope, faith, and resolution, come what will, except such 
a damper as you received. By the way, Alma, did not yoa 
think that your father was a good deal taken with Selden for so 
brief an acquaintance as his short stay with us to day afforded ? " 

" I did, indeed, and with great pleasure, notice it And well 
my father might be pleased with him ; for I now know no gen- 
tleman whom I — " 

"Take care! take care I" briskly interrupted the vivacious 
Jessy, " Be cautious how far you proceed with your praiseSy 
Miss I " 
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**I will be moderate rather than alarm you, then," replied 
Alma, smiling. 

" Well, see that you are ; or I '11 be jealous as sure as you live. 
Besides, I do n't care a fig about obtaining your praises for him. 
But Captain Hendee's good opinion of him is a point gained with 
me ; for my father, you know, has placed me, and my destinies, 
too, for aught I know, in the Captain's hands for the present. I 
wish I could get a peep at that letter of instructions, as I suppose 
it was, which I brought from my father to yours. What cautious 
old things these papas are about us girls, are they not now ? ** 

" Your father, then, suspects your attachment — does he ? ** 

" Why, that is what I am myself puzzled to decide. Selden 
contrived right cunningly to get introduced to my father, soon 
after the old gentleman arrived at Albany, where the Green 
fountain troops, with their officers, have been posted the past 
season, you know. They have since met several times, and by 
the fact of my being entrusted to Selden's careen coming on here, 
I know father considers him a man of honor at least But 
whether he has ever suspected the truth about us, I have been 
wholly unable to ascertain. If he has, and disapproves it, he 
has studied out some sly, indirect way of breaking up the con- 
nection without recourse to open opposition, which, I have often 
heard him say, made ten matches where it broke one." 

" But did -not Major Skene, after his exchange and return, 
or his sisters, inform Colonel Reed of their suspicion, most 
probably ? " 

'^ They would have done so, perhaps, had they continued as 
jealous as at first, but since my engagement with Selden we have 
both acted in concert to blind them, and I think they are in the 
dark themselves." 

" And how have you disposed of the Major, in the mean- 
while?" 

"I laughed him out of countenance — jeered and joked him 
about his valor at Skenesboro' before the officers, ridiculed him 
in ev^ry way I could devise, till at last the fellow became so sore 
under the torment, that he fairly avoided me, as if I had been a 
viper, and that is the way I advise you to take with your eternal 
hanger-on, who, like the Major, was never man enough to cease 
his attentions when he knew they were not agreeable. But 
where is Sherwood now ? " 

" We do n't know. He has been absent several weeks. He 
told us he was going to Albany. You heard nothing of him 
there, did you?" 
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^ No ! bat if be was tbere, be would bardlj sbow bimself bi 
pablic, I think. Did 70a know tbej stronf^j suspected bim cf 
being a tory?" 

^ I knew not that be was suspected by others. Bat from bis 
standing aloof from the contest when oar bleeding country 
required the aid of every friend, from the character of his assod* 
ates and among the rest that despicable Darrow, and more 
especially from one or two secret joomeys, which I feel satisfied 
be has buely made into Canada, I have for sometime known that 
be was any thing bat an American patriot" 

By this time our fair friends, having wandered down the slope 
towvds the lake, had reached the shore, and seated themselves 
on a little grassy elevation near the landing, where they were 
about to resume their conversation, when a skifi^, containing three 
men, whose approach from the south had been screened from 
their sight by intervening bushes, made its i4>pearance, and pot 
in for the shore. • The girls instantly arose, and were has&ly 
retiring, when they were hailed by the leader of the party, after 
he had risen in his boat, and looked intently a moment at those on 
shore. On taming roand, Afana at once recognized him to be the 
tall woodsman, with whom she first became acquainted as the 
messenger of Warrington. 

^ If you 11 agree not to be scart much at such a beauty as I be» 
gals," siud Pete, leaping ashore and striding up the bank, ^I 
should like well enough to have one of you stop running away 
long enough to have me tell you what one of you wants, that is 
if I hav n't forgot the face that used to belong to her." 

Jones, now advancing to the spot from which the girls, wi^ 
hesitating steps, were slowly retreating, pulled out a soiled and 
crumpled letter, and offered it to Alma. But the latter, suppos- 
ing it to be from Warrington, shook her head, and dedhied 
receiving it. 

** Well, now I *• said the scout, a little disconcerted at the un- 
expected refusal: "by hoky! if this an't the first time I ever 
knew a body that wouldn't take a letter that belonged to 'em I 
Well, I Ve done all that the fellow, who asked me to bring it> 
could expect of me, I consider." 

" From whom did you receive the letter, sir ? " asked Jessy, 
who easily apprehended the reasons of her friend for declining 
to receive it 

"Well, now, marm," replied Jones, scratching his head, "that 
is asking a notch more than I am very well able to answer. I 
partly hinted to the man to tell me his name^ but he kinder 
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Mrewed round in his talk so that he kept clear of telling me. 
Howsomever, it was an honest looking fellow enough, that I fell 
in with at Skenesboro\ where we stopped for breakfast, this 
morning." 

"O, it is not from any in the army, then," rejoined Jessy, 
throwing a significant look at her companion, intended to convey 
a sly joke for her over cautiousness. 

" Any in the army ? " said Jones, repeating the words of the 
other, as he began to assume his old comic twist of features, ^^ no, 
unless you might call him a kettle drummer ; for now I think 
on 't when we first came intp the house where we found him, he 
was at it hammer and tongs upon an old brass kettle, making 
clatter enough to crazy a small nation.'* 

" I beg your pardon, Mr. Jones," said Alma, courteously, " I 
was under a misapprehension in regard to the source of this 
letter — I will receive it now, sir, if you please ; and thank you 
kindly for your trouble in bringing it," she added, extending her 
hand and taking the proffered paper. 

" Are you direct from Albany, sir ? " asked Miss Reed, pre- 
paratory to some other question, apparently. 

<< We started from there about twelve last night, and in a bit 
of a hurry, too," replied the scout, turning and looking upon the 
£ftee of his fair interrogator, whom he now for the first time 
seemed to recognize. " Why, now, if I an't beat, to find that 
queer fighting bird again — beg pardon, marm — I did n*t mean 
It fi)r oifence ; for I do n't calculate to be very sarcy to folks, ex- 
cept to the Britishers. And I kinder guess you an't very stiff 
for Uiat' side after all, or you would n't allow yourself to be caught 
by the Green Mountain Boys so easy and often." 

It was Jessy's turn to be disconcerted now, and blushing to the 
Tery temples, she turned confusedly away, and pretended to be 
looking for wild strawberries in the grass, while Alma, smiling 
to «^see the discomfiture of her friend at the honest but sly hit 
involved in the remark of the woodsman, now addressing the 
latter, asked, 

" Has any late intelligence of the enemy's movements been 
received at head quarters, that has caused you to be despatched 
in this direction so hastily ? " 

" I rather expect there has, marm." 

" Any threatened invasion ? I know there have been fears of 
one, from Canada, but hearing nothing of it lately, we had begun 
to believe is a false rumor." 

After looking Alma earnestly in the face an instant, Jones 
20* 
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motioned her to step a little farther from her companion, when in 
a low tone he observed to her, 

" You used to be true blue — I wonder if you are now ? " 

" If you mean a friend to your cause, who can be trusted, you 
may count me as one." 

" I rather thought so — well, we fear there will be hot work in 
this quarter in a very few ^days from this. A British deserter, 
who was taken up orer on Winooski River, and sent on by Cap- 
tain Baker, arrived at head quarters yesterday, and gave us the 
information that Greneral Burgoyne with an army of ten Uumsaod 
men has already reached St Johns on his way through thb set- 
tlement to Albany, if he can get there. Colonel Warrington and 
his regiment of Green Mountain Boys were to march this morn- 
ing to reinforce St Clair at Ticonderoga. And General Schuy- 
le?s whole army, before this, are on the move for Fort £dwai^ 
as the place where the grand tussle is to be had, if the enemy are 
not stopped before. I, and my scouts in the boat there, are now 
on our way to reconnoiter, and watch the progress of the Beglars 
as they come on. Now, this last part of it you must keep dark 
about to all where there is the least chance of its getting into the 
wind. If I get along back as far as here, I will try to call, and 
let you and the folks in this quarter know when the enemy may 
be expected, that you may be all out of the way before they arrive. 
But I must be off ; for we must row ten good miles further to- 
night, before we encamp. Grood nighty, marm." 

Having given this exciting piece of information, imparted with 
more seriousness an<^ directness of manner, than any thing of 
equal length he -had uttered, perhaps, for years, Jones turned on 
his heel, bounded forward to the shore, and leaped into the boat, 
which the next instant shot by the landing and disappeared. 

Knowing that the scout's secret would be as safe with her com- 
panion as with herself, Alma immediately called her, and repeated 
the startling news she had just received. And the solicitude and 
trembling apprehensions which filled the bosom of each, as they 
thought of their respective friends in connection with the ap- 
proaching danger, for a while swallowed up every other feeling. 
Even the letter, the delivery of which had occasioned the call of 
the scouts, was forgotten, till the girb had retraced their steps 
more than half the distance to the house. It being then recalled, 
however, Miss Hendee seated herself on a hillock, opened and 
began reading it, with an air of listless curiosity, which showed 
how little she expected to be interested in its contents, while 
Jessy knelt before her on the grass, watching the varying exprea* 
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mans, from simple curiosity to eager interest, and from that to 
deep emotion, which successively passed over the countenance of 
the other as she proceeded in the perusal. The letter was with- 
out signature, and ran thus : 

" Miss Hendee, I guess, will remember, how, a year or two 
ago, a man came to your house and mended the things ; and how 
he made some statements about Charles Warrington, the Colonel 
that now is. Now, what I said at that time has worried my feel- 
ings a great deal most ever since. Though I then really thought 
what I said was justifiable, even if it was not quite true, as I was 
made to believe it to be for your good. But I soon afler found 
out what I told you was not so, for I did n't know myself, and only 
said what I was asked to say. This was the story of it As I 
was going from house to house, working at my trade there in your 
part of the settlement, I fell in with a plausible sort of a man, — I 
do n't think I had best call him by name, — and we after a while 
got to talking about Warrington, whom I had seen often enough, 
though I knew nothing about his private affairs. Well, he, in a 
smooth kind of way, said there was one thing that hurt his feel- 
ings ; and that was, that Warrington was doing the wrong thing 
by a relative of his, a very likely girl, that he pretended to be 
courting for the sake of getting her ftimily on his side in the York 
quarrel, when to his certain knowledge, he had a young wife that 
he had deserted down country. He said it was a great pity to 
have the girl so deceived, and he would give two gold guineas to 
any one who would break up the courtship. But he said it would 
do no kinder good for her relations to Cry ; and they were very 
anxious some one else should undertake to do it. He then told 
me his plan was, that he and I, if I would agree to do it, should 
first kinder secretly tell folks this story about the deserted wife, 
so that it should get to her, and make her begin to believe it ; 
and then I should go there and pretend to come from where 
Warrington used to live, and let drop some how, before the girl, 
that I was knowing myself to that business about his being mar- 
ried. Well, he kinder drew me into this plan, and I being poor, 
consented for the money to do as I did. But I soon mistrusted 
that this man had some wrong design, which I found out to be the 
case, and I feel very sorry, and ask pardon for what happened ; 
and shall feel Tery bad if I done any mischief by it, as I think 
Colonel Warrmgton a very likely man. I think I shall feel easier 
now in my mind, but I guess, considering, I shan't sign my name, 
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tbou^ I am not uhamed of it, or at least I never was in anj 
other affiur since I was bom. 

Your wen wisher to serre. 

The first feeling that perraded the bosom of liGss Hendee, on 
reading this homtble epistle, the tmth and genuineness of which 
she fband it impossible to doabt, was that of nntningled indigna- 
tion at the base and detestible conduct of the man who had in8ti« 
gated the deception that had been practised upon her with such 
complete success. The whole of that transaction, toother with 
all the dark hints and warnings she had (M^vionslj received from 
her acquaintance, now stood explained before her. She found 
no difficultj in tracing all to the same 6oarce,and she saw at once 
the motives which had actuated the subtle author of this piece of 
refined villaoj in the course he had pursued. Her next feeling 
was that of deep and unfeigned regret, for the injustice she had 
unintentionallj done one, whom, but for this erroneous belief^ she 
would have held, of all on earth, the most dear and honored. At 
last came the heart's rich gushings of returning love. And from 
the overpowering force of these mingled emotions, she sat down 
And wept like a child. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



<< And how islfc he, the wretched men 
Bedininf there — frtiile memory ma 
O'er meiqr a year of guilt end strife, 
new o'er the dark flood of his life. 
Nor found one snnny resting place, 
Nor brought him hack one branch of grace ! " 



In the environs of Albany, at the period of which we are 
writing, stood an ancient looking tenement, originally designed, 
as its general appearance indicated, for a common farm house ; 
though the grounds around it seemed lately to have been left 
almost wholly uncultivated ; while dilapidated fences, and an 
unchecked growth of rank weeds, springing up every where 



THE 6BEEN MOUNTAIN BOYS. 237 

aboat the premises, told anything but of good husbandry in the 
occupant Indeed, there was an air of solitude and decay about 
the place, which might reasonably have been taken by all as an 
evidence of a corresponding decay in the circumstances of the 
owner, but for the fa($ known to many, that he had brought large 
sums of money, which he must have increased, as he had ever 
lived on an economical scale, and husbanded his treasures with 
the most miserly care, — ever speculating upon the necessities 
of others, and loaning his money at exhorbitant usury. Since 
the commencement of the unsettled times of the revolution, how- 
ever, he had been busily engaged in drawing in his funds, while 
he began to talk of pretended losses, and to feign the appearance 
of approaching poverty, by suffering his farm to run to waste, as 
if through inability to bestow upon it a proper cultivation. This 
was attributed by many to actual impoverishment ; but those who 
knew more of his affairs, set it down at once to his unwillingness 
to trust out his property in such fluctuating times, and his fears 
of being compelled to loan, or otherwise part with it, for main- 
taining the American cause, to which, it was suspected, he was 
not over friendly. He had ever been a man of few friends, and 
still fewer confidants. And for the last year or two, he had almost 
wholly withdrawn himself from society ; while, as was noticed by 
those who occasionally saw him, his health appeared to be gradu- 
ally undermining, and his countenance wore an air of deep 
dejection, arising, it was surmised, as he had no visible grounds 
of sorrow, from remorse of conscience, or other mental inquie- 
tudes, the causes of which he had never divulged. 

To this cheerless spot we would now invite the reader for the 
purpose of introducing one to whom allusion has been several 
times made, the father of Jacob Sherwood. The unhappy old 
man had been for several weeks rapidly failing, and he now lay 
stretched on the bed of sickness, with the full consciousness, that 
the end of his earthly career was fast approaching ; while a retro- 
spect of his life began to fill his mind with terror and alarm, in 
view of the retribution which his guilt-stricken conscience told 
him was at hand. Although, by the constant exercise of that 
peculiar cunning and cautiousness, which were leading traits in 
his character, he had always contrived to steer dear of the penal- 
ties of the law, yet there had been certain secret passages in his 
Efe, the memory of ^hich now turned his dying bed into a couch 
of thorns, and drove him to think of making some atonement for 
the injuries he had inflicted before he dare go to his final 
account 
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With this, mmong other views, he had, the week previous, sent 
A ftpecial messenger for his son, and he was now anxioaslj look- 
ing for his arrival Bat the lingering dajs passed on, and be 
came not, till the wretched invalid, warned bj his £ediing strength, 
that he could hold out but a few dajs longer, dared no more 
delaj the act of justice, which his guilty fears had urged him to 
perform, to those who had been the victims of secret villanies. 
But let us now enter his gloomj abode, and proceed to his bed- 
side. He had been lying about an hour in a troubled sleep, 
from which he had several times suddenly started up, with a wild, 
apprehensive glare, and a few incoherent mutterings, that grada- 
ally died aw^ on his working lips, as he relapsed into his uneasy 
slumbers. He now, however, became thoroughly awakened, and, 
turning his face to the nurse in attendance, a wnnkled old crone, 
who, with an ignorant, clownish looking boy, made up the rest of 
the family at the present time, he eagerly enquired if his son had 
arrived. And being answered in the negative, he sunk back on 
his pillow with a look of blended woe and disappointment, which 
told the utter wretchedness of his feelings. 

" O, when will he come ! when will he come ! ** at length mut- 
tered to himself the hapless old man. " I shall die before he 
arrives ! no, no, I must not die, I cannot die, till I see him — till 
he promises. But if he should not come ! Or if he come and 
would not promise, or promising, would not perform, where would 
be the re|>aration ? I fear — I fear him, with so much interest 
at stake 1 * Oh ! why have I delayed this so long! Why have I 
carried this 'dreadful weight till now I If I had but strength to 
write it! — perhaps I l^ve — I will try — I will! Nabby!" 
he continued, calling to the deaf old woman, ^ I say, Nabby 1 
bring me here pen and paper." 

" Eh ? O, ay 1 " replied the crone, bringing the required imple- 
ments. 

" Now bolster me up on the bed, and lay that old ledger open 
on the bed-clothes before me. There ! that will do." 

Having been a ready penman, and deriving a temporary 
strength from the excitement of his sudden resolution, the invalid 
succeeded in writing out a brief statement, or confession, of the 
misdeeds which laid heaviest on his troubled conscience. 

" There ! there ! ** he exclaimed in a sort of unnatural glee, - it 
is on paper ! it is down — thank God it is down ! I feel easier 
^ow — relieved — some of the poison has passed from my heart 
to the paper ; " and he read over, and continued looking soma 
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thne npon tlie lines, with a wild, exulting satisfaction, muttering 
Mi intervals, " yes, thank God, it is down ! " 

He then, having again cidled the nurse, and directed her to seal 
the paper securely, superscribed it to Captain James Hendee, 
giving the woman strict orders to give it to his son when he 
arrived, or to some other person, who would promise to deliver it 
to the person to whom it was addressed. After this, he fell back 
exhausted, and lay some time in silent meditation. 

^ Yes, that is something," he said, at length, resuming his 
soliloquy ; " but will it bring back the lost, or dead ? No ! Will 
it restore the property I took from them ? No, not a shilling 
without a suit, and then Jake will find some way to defeat it«- 
and then the letter may be lost — he may mistrust what I have 
'written and destroy it. It wont do — I must make a will and 
place it out of his hands — I must, O, I must — and I will do it — 
I will do it, now. Ezra ! Ezra 1 ** he continued, speaking with 
nervous rapidity, ^' Nabby ! tell Ezra to come here in a minute ! " 
The iU-clothed, and more ill-favored boy soon made his 
appearance. 

" Ezra, you go over to Esquire Vanderpools, and tell him I 
want he should come here as quick as possible — run ! run ! '* 

The man, who was thus summoned, and who was an attorney, 
whom the old gentleman had sometimes employed, and consulted, 
on account of the prudence and secrecy with which he conducted 
all matters submitted to his charge, in a short time entered the 
apartment, and quietly seated himself by the bed-side of the sick 
man. The old nurse was then ordered to leave the room. 

^^ I am going to die, Squire," said the old man feebly. 

" I hope not," replied the attorney, casting a scrutinizing glance 
at the paUid face of the other, but without betraying the least 
emotion. 

" I know best, and I have thoughts of making a will — can 
you draw one that will hold ? " 

" None of my making have ever yet failed." 

^ So I suppose, and I believe you honest, and to have a mind 
of your own, or I should not have sent for you. But can it all be 
kept secreftill the will is proved in court ? " 

« Who is to be ex#utor? " 

^ I have been thinking of that So much money is a greai 
trust, but if you are not honest, who is ? I must have you." 

^ All can be managed, then." 

^ Yes, but will it be done ? will you promise ? I have reasons -^ 
jca know Jacob — will you not let hun buy you up ? " 
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"Never!'' 

** Write me a will tben ; and be quick, — qaick — beqaeathing 
a thousand pounds to Captain James Ueodee of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants, and all he now owes me — another thoosaod to hit 
daughter. That will make them good for what I — " 

^ That is right ! make a dean breast of it, Mr. Sherwood,* 
observed the attorney, encouragingly. 

^ I will — God forgive me for taking that amount from the 
property left with me to manage. Put it down in the will 
* reparation.'" 

" I wilL But the rest of the property ? ** 

** All to my son — write on — be quick." 

•* The attorney, with an acquiescing nod, proceeded diligei^y 
with hb task, while the restless invalid again muttered to 
himself, 

" It will be an inducement for Jake to marry the girl, which I 
fear he means to avoid. But he probably will do it now, and 
then nothing will be lost by this ; and if he do n% why, he has 
enough without it. Yes, this will do. I shall feel better — 
better." 

The will was very soon completed, witnesses were called, all 
the requisite formalities passed through ; when, after receiving 
from the testator many additional injunctions, the attorney 
departed with the important instrument in his pocket. 

As soon as this business, for which the sick man had sum- 
moned all his failing energies, was accomplished, he again became 
as helpless as an ii^ant, and lay several hours in a state of ex- 
haustion and stupor. At length his .malady began to assume a 
different and more threatening aspect The pains of approaching 
dissolution set in, attended with mental anguish, even more fear- 
ful in appearance than his bodily agony ; and to the wretched old 
man a night of horrors succeeded. While his limbs were writh- 
ing with pain, and he seemed to be grappling in bodily effort with 
the king of terrors, the most fearftd images i4>peared to rise contin- 
ually before his distracted mind, to complete the horrors of his 
situation. At one time he seemed to be contending with despe- 
rate fierceness against troops of fiends, that stood pidpSbly before 
him, reaching out their long, skinless claws to drag him ftt>m his 
bed, while, " keep them off ! Oh, keep them off," would burst in 
the accents of despair from hig lips. At another time, the imagea 
of those he had injured appeared to rise upon his troubled fancy, 
and stand before him, giving, even by their quiet presence, 
unspeakable tortures to his feelings. 
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" Leave me, Brother Hendee, O, leave me ! " he would pite- 
ously exclsum, waving his hand for the other, whom he fancied 
to be standing by his bed-side, to depart. " Away ! away ! I 
cannot look on you. You forgive me ? what is that to me, so 
long as that great burning eye is looking down so fiercely upon 
me ? Oh ! do n't smile upon me ! do n't. Brother Hendee ! It 
stings — it kills me ! There ! that is right — kind. He is gone 
now. But what is that coming ? Oh ! what is that ? " he con- 
tinued, starting up with a look replete with horror and distress : 
" see, how he reaches out his little hands as they carry him off 
into the woods, crying, uncle, save me, uncle, from the Indians ! 
It is a lie ! I say I am not your uncle ! You are an imp ! — a 
fiend, come to torment me ! There ! I told you so — I knew 
it — see ! see, there ! he is sending that troop of devils to drag 
me down into that dreadfiil black gulf ! Oh ! Grod ! they have 
seized me ! I wont, I wont go ! help ! murder ! Oh ! help ! 
help ! " and with the expiring efforts of his delirious energies, he 
rose up in his bed, and throwing his arms wildly above him, and 
uttering a fearful screech, he fell down on his face, and the next 
moment was a livid corpse ! 

Such was the fearful end of John Sherwood, who, with no peni- 
tence that could be acceptable in the sight of Heaven, thus thought 
to compound with his conscience, and atone for his misdeeds 
by offering up a portion of that wealth which he had made the 
only idol of his worship through life — a life marked, indeed, with 
many acts of specious kindness, performed towards those he had 
wronged, but ^ways performed on the principle we have men- 
tioned, or to veil the secret injuries he had inflicted, from the eyes 
of his victims, and blind the public to his true character. 

On the second day after the event just described, and but a 
few hours before the time appointed for the funeral ceremonies, 
Jacob Sherwood rode into the yard, and without any previous inti- 
mation of his father's death, entered the house. 

" How is the old gentleman, Nabby ? " he asked, approaching 
and putting his mouth close to the ear of the deaf old domestic. 

" Eh ? O, J— why, do n't ye know ? Han't they told you how 
he is dead ? " 

* No ! shocking ! — Why, when did he die ?** 

**Yester night — jest fore day. Desput sick; the old gentle- 
man was that night. And he was in a terrible taking to see you. 
Mister Jacob, fore he died." 

"What did he wish to see me for in pa^cular, do yoq 
knowr 

21 
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•< 1^0 -^ not tartainlj. But he was under some consam of minA, 
I reckon. It was malagantlj to hear him take on, and see him 
act O, 't was dreadful times with us that night : I, and Ezra sot 
up. I hope the old gentleman never done anj thing that was 
wrong." 

^ £zra, what did he say ? " asked Sherwood, eagerly turning 
to the boy, who was present 

* ^ O, he talked drefful bad and scary bout somfing carrying him 
off. Tse mortal feared, and went behind the door." 

** Nabby. — say Nabby ! " said the former, again addressing 
the old woman, ^ who has been here since father was ts^en sidk^ 
besides the doctor ? " 

^Doctor! he wouldn't have no doctor — he took his own 
physics." 

" Who, then, has been here ? " 

^ Why, none but old Mrs. Chandler, to tell me about fixing his 
gruel and things, except the folks that come to lay him out, and 
Squire Vanderpool, the day fore he died, and then the next 
morning, to carry off the papers and chests." 

^ Vanderpool ! papers and chests ! what can all that mean ? " 
said Sherwood, in an undertone, and with an air of concern. 
^ But, say, old woman, what did Squire Vanderpool and father 
do when they were together ? " 

Do n't know nothing no way about it ; cause they sent me out 
— may be about some writing. La ! now, I forgot the letter," 
added the woman, jumping up and bringing the letter the 
deceased had entrusted to her charge: 'Hhere,he told me to 
make you promise to give this to Captain Hendee." 

"Certainly — I promise," said Sherwood, seizing the letter 
and putting it in his pocket 

After a few more enquiries, Sherwood retired to another room^ 
when, taking out the letter and carefully breaking it open, so that it 
might be re-sealed, if he saw fit to suffer it to go to its destination, 
he proceeded to read it ; after which he rose, took out a pocket 
pistol, drew the charge, went to the fire place, and flashed the 
priming against the letter, which he held between his thumb and 
finger till it was entirely consumed. • 

" Well," said he to himself, as he replaced his pistol, that piece 
of evidence is at rest, I think, and if all other matters can be 
managed as easily, all will be welL But it is very evident that 
the old man has been making a will ; and Vanderpool, who must 
be execut6r, I imagine, by his presuming to carry off the pi4>ers 
and money, is a hard customer to manage, I confess ; though it 
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■tnst be done bj some means or otber, — that is, if the old man's 
weakness and siUj fears have led him to make anj serious inroad 
on mj prospects. And who knows how far he may have gone -~ 
devil I if he has been willing awaj my property ! But that he 
could not do. He could only dispose of his own, the lesser half 
I think it must be. Well, that is mine, too ; and I wont go it. 
So, if he has been willing it away, curse me, if I do n't find a 
way to suppress or break the wilL Let 's see, — Vanderpool is 
rather poor. That is lucky ; for a cool hundred is something of 
a tempter. But if that faUs then here are the deaf old haddock 
of a woman and the doltish boy, ready with their humbug stories 
to swear the old man insane at the time. Good ! I 'U make it 
traverse some how. But the first thing is to see Vanderpool ; 
and I may as well do it now. No, I forgot^ — the time of the 
funeral is at hand, and I must be rigging up, and putting on a 
sorrowinl face — sorrowful ! as if it was a matter of special grief 
to come into possession of a dear ten thousand I " 

Thus soliloquizing, and settling his plans for repairing the rent 
which he feared his father had made in his fortunes, the heartless 
heir dressed himself, and joined the domestics and others, who 
had now come in to assist in making arrangements for the 
approaching obsequies. These being made, and the hour appoint- 
ed for the funeral, now arriving, the ceremonies were performed 
by a small train of the nearest neighbors, including his executor, 
and one or two other individuals from the city, who had sustained 
some connection with the deceased in business transactions. 
Though the demeanor of all present was marked with the decency 
and sobriety natural on the occasion, yet none of that emotion, 
which the ties of heartfelt friendship, severed by death, usually 
produces at such times, was visible among the company. Not 
a sigh was heard, not a tear was seen to bedew a single cheek, as 
they followed the old man; who had never exhibited any feelings 
in common with them, unwept and unhonored, to his long home. 

That evening, and as early as he thought decency would per* 
mit, after his father's remains were consigned to the earth, Sher- 
wood repaired to Vanderpool's office. And, afler what he deemed 
would be considered some suitable observations upon his recent 
bereavement, he carelessly remarked, 

'< My father made a will in his last sickness, I understand." 

^< Well, the old gentleman undoubtedly had property to dispose 
of, I think," replied the attorney, evasively. 

« You drew it, I am told,** observed the other, cautiously ap« 
proaching the point at which he was aiming. 
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<* Dniltiii^ instmiDeirts of that kind is part of mj trade, joq 
are aware," remarked VaDderpool, stili eTading any direct answer 
to tlie qoestioo implied bj tke otber^s observation. 

^ Yoa win not deem it improper, I presume," said Sherwood, 
** lor me to enquire what are the proTtsions of the instroment, 
nnee I am the penon most interested?" 

** Why, sir," cooDj remarked Yanderpool, " whether you arc 
the wmtt interested, I dkoold think must depend entirely 
•ipon the will, whose proruioDS yoa se^ to know. And as 
regards the propriety of your making enquiries respecting those 
provisions, I afli not aware of any impropriety in your asking, 
bat whether, in the case you assume, it would be proper for me 
to answer, for the {vesent, would depend solely on the ccMi^tiQiis 
imposed on me, and the instructions I have received." 

** O, certainly, certainly, Mr. Vanderpool," rejoined the other 
obsequiooriy, though he was evidently not a little startled at the 
ominous import of some of the attorney's remarks ; ^ but what 
possible motive could my father have for enjoining secrecy in sudi 
acase?" 

^ Why, that, Mr. Sherwood, is undoubtedly a question that the 
interrogator is no less competent of answering than the interroga- 
tee," replied the imperturbable attorney. 

^ Why, surely, Mr. Yanderpool," said the baffled heir in a tone 
of expostulaticm, *^ you do no( think I wish you to do any thing 
wrong, I trust But if the will be a just one, there can be no 
good reason for keejpmg its provisions a secret the short time 
that intervenes before it must be openly proved; and on the 
other hand, if it be an unjust cme, a delay can be of no benefit to 
the l^atees of a will which can be so easily broken." 

"Broken! how?" 

" Why, I suppose you must be aware, sir, that my father was 
not in his right mind when he executed this pretended will, as 
can be proved by the family." 

Being a little nettled at the imputation involved in the last 
remark, that he had assisted in the making of a will when he 
knew the testator to be incompetent^ the oonsdentioas attorn^ 
with considerable spirit replied. 

" Whose testimony, think you, sir, would weigh the most in sudi 
case, two good, honest, intelligent witnesses (to say nothing of 
myself), who were present and heard the testator converse, or 
a stupid old woman, so deaf as not to hear one word in ten of an 
ordinary conversation, and a more stupid boy, who was rarely ill 
his presence ? " 
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" O, I am no lawyer, sir," rejoined Sherwoed, with affected 
complaisance : ^' that must he left to gentlemen of your profession 
to decide. I merely repeated what was told me. And the only 
motiTe I have in making these enquiries is, to obtain such knowl- 
edge of the will as shall enable me to make my arrangements for 
the future ; since I am compelled to return immediately to my 
post in the Grants. And now," he continued, cautiously veering 
round on another track, ^ I really do nH see how I can go without 
knowing something about the disposition of this property. It is 
a going to be such a disadvantage to me ! Why, I would not 
begrudge a hundred pounds. Indeed, in my peculiar situation at 
this time, it might make more than that difference in my circum- 
stances — " 

" Ah ! indeed ? ** observed Vanderpool, beginning to suspect 
the drift of the other, but wishing to see how £Eur he would venture 
to go, if encouraged a little. 

" Yes, that is really the case, Squire," ^d Sherwood, thinking 
he had now hit upon a right course ; ^ and if there are some 
nice rules among your profession to prevent your showing this 
will yourself in obedience to such very singular instructions, why, 
that can easily be got along with. The will can be left, for in- 
stance, on yonder shelf, or somewhere, so that should I come in 
io-morrow to write a letter, oir the like, it might be glanced at, 
and still no blame could fall on you — even if the instrument 
should be afterwards missing. All would come right between 
you and I, Squire, depend upon it Now, I should suppose, that 
one live client, with my means, and with my friendship, would 
be worth a dozen dead ones, shoyld n't you Squire ? " 

" Why, that might depend," gravely replied the attorney, wil- 
ling to alarm the other by way of punishing him for his insulting 
proposals, ^' that would depend, I should think, somewhat on the 
question whether the live client had means enough left him by 
tiie dead one to make good his promises." 

" What mean you, sir ? " hastily asked Sherwood, turning pale 
at (he intimation. 

' " O, I am merely making suppositions by way of answering 
jour enquiries — you must put your own constructions upon 
them," replied Vanderpool, wi% a look so equivocal as still to 
leave the would be tempter in donbt how to proceed. 

« Well, sir," said Sherwood, aflB| a hesitating pause, « what 
am I to understand you are willing tOsdo in this business ? Really 
a hard case for me. Squire — what do you say upon the whole ?" 

" Upon the whole, then," replied the indigpant attorney, looking 
21* 
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the other sternly in ^^ ^^Etee> ^ I sAJy 8^9 that it does not follow^ 
that I am a rillain and unworthy the trust reposed on me, 
because others maj thmk thej can make me so. I am sole 
executor on jour father's estate ; — the real estate, which is but 
a small pcMrUon of the property, you can take possession of as 
■oon as you please, as to the rest, I shall take, and keep charge 
of it for the present I know my duty, both towards you, and 
others concerned, and you may depend I shall do it My 8up< 
per waits. Grood evening, sir." 

^ So saying, and taking his hat, the independent and incor- 
ruptible attorney turned his back on the other, and immediately 
left the office. 

Ye'^ed and discomfited at the failure of his attempt, and 
alarmed at the startling intimations which had fallen from Yan- 
derpool, Sherwood ^med his steps homeward. Reasoning from 
his own principles and feelings, he supposed that the attorney 
would never have withstood the different temptations which had 
thus been placed before him, unless he knew that the property 
was about to pass into the hands of others, whom it was now more 
his interest to serve. And joining his argument, unanswerable to 
one who could scarcely conceive of actions not prompted by 
interested and selfish motives, with the contemptuous bearing dT 
the attorney, and the intimations he hai dropped, the partially 
deceived, though justly punished heir arfived at the maddening 
conclusion, that his father must have bequeathed the greatest por- 
tion of his property to others ; and in all probability to the Hen- 
dee family, to whom, besides being his only near relatives now 
lefl, his penitent and remorseftil flings would naturally direct 
his mind. And in addition to this, he was not without strong 
apprehensions, that his father had imparted to Yanderpo(d 
the secret which was contained in the letter directed to Captain 
Hendee, and which, in case the son of the latter was alive, would 
greatly multiply the chances of loosing the other part of the 
property, also. And no sooner had he become confirmed in these 
conclusions, than he made up his mind in regard to the only 
alternative which he believed was now left him for securing'the 
property. Accordingly, after making a few brief arrangements 
with a neighbor for managing the farm, he started that very 
night, and proceeded with all possible expedition to the New 
Hampshire Grants, where we will endeavor to meet him in 
another chapter. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



**0]i! wbafcsftuigledirebireireaTS, 
When fixst we practice to deoeiye." 



After a rapid journey by land, Sherwood arrived at his hoosa 
in the Grants, inauspicionsly for his present object, on the very 
evening on which his base and execrable manoeuvres to cause 
the dismissal of Warrington had been discovered by Miss Hen- 
dee, in the manner we have described. And deeply intent on 
carrying into execution his project of a union with her, whom he 
supposed to be still the dupe of his machinations, believing this 
now to be his only resource for securing the property, and being 
determined to accomplish it, if possible, before the provisions of 
his father's will should be made known, to lessen his chances of 
Buccess, he, early the next morning, repaired to her residence, 
for the purpose of urging an immediate fulfilment of the engage- 
ment, which he now chose to claim as having for several years 
existed 'between them. And from the well known wishes of the 
father, <^ j^hom he counted for a strong ally, and the late acqui- 
escent mi^mer of the daughter, he had the fullest confidence that 
he should be able to bring about his object with very little diffi- 
culty or delay. When he arrived, however, he soon saw indica- 
tions wlJOi considerably loweied the tone of his assurance. In 
the first j^ace, he was not at all pleased to find, as he unexpect- 
edly did, that Miss Reed had taken up her residence in the family, 
believing that she, from the connection which he suspected she sus- 
tained with Selden, the friend of Warrington, would naturally exer- 
cise her influence against one of whom she had doubtless received 
unfavorable impressions. And in addition to this, his quick eye 
detected a change in the manner of Alma herself towards him, 
which he fancied had reference to the subject of his present anx- 
iety. And even in the demeanor of the father, he liiought he 
perceived a want of cordiality, which never before marked his 
receptions. But notwithstanding all these discouraging appear- 
ances, he determined on persevering in his original purpose. And, 
carefully abstaining from all mention of his ^father's death, ho 
early sought a private interview with Miss ]^endee, who, with a 
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sort of business-like promptitude, and with the air of one who is 
fully prepared for an eclaircissement, immediately assented to 
his proposal. 

'^ Mr. Sherwood has something particular to offer, I condode?" 
enquiringly said Alma, with a most freezing dignity of mannei^ 
as soon as they were seated in a room by themselves. 

** Why, you know. Alma, my attentions to you have ever been 
pardcular," replied Sherwood, with what he intended for an 
endearing smile. 

^ Enough so, certainly," was the equivocal response. 

" Well, I am happy," rejoined the other, purposely construing 
the remark in his own favor, *tthat you acquit me of any neglect 
in my attentions to one who is so wortlgr of them, and one in 
whom I have ever felt so deep an interest" 

^ Tou have manifested but little lack of interest in me, or my 
concerns, I am freej» acknowledge, sir," remarked Alnuu in the 
same equivocal manner. 

"I hope I am not doubted^ in this respect," said Sherwood, 
with the air of an arraigned school boy, attempting to put an 
immaterial issue, in order to escape, or delay a blow, which he 
sees the disposer of his fate is preparing to give him. 

" O, not in the least, sir," replied Alma, in a tone and mannw 
still more ironical and significant than before ; " for I have lately 
received a sufficient proof of the interest you have taken in my 
affairs, in the confessions of a certain tinker, whom you may 
recollect having consulted on the subject, on a former occasion ? " 

" Why — now — really ! " stammered Sherwood, utterly dis- * 
concerted at this cutting allusion to a transaction which he sup- 
posed was known only to himself^md the i^|Unediate actor in th^ 
affair : " really, Jijiss Hendee, I have not the happiness of under- 
standing your meaning." 

" Would further disclosures be likely to increase your happiness 
in that respect, sir ? " asked Alma, coolly. 

"I did not seek this interview, Miss Hendee," rejoined the 
other, now recovering his assurance, ^^ to listen to a r6cital of all 
the slanders that may have happened to reach your ears ; but I 
sought it on more important business." 

" I will hear your propositions, sir," said she, without deigning 
any further reply. 

" Why, surely, Alma,'*'observed Sherwood, in an expostulating 
tone, " I know not how I have had the misfortune to offend you, 
as from your manner, I fear I have. I had fondly anticipated a 
different reqeption. I had at last^uranged my business, so that 
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I felt myself, for the first time since our intimacy, at liberty to 
settie down in life ; and, accordingly, I came to propose a con- 
summation of the engagement, wMch has- been so long settled 
between us." 

** I wonder, sir," said Alma, " you had not first made known 
your intentions to my father, with whom the engagement you 
claim to exist, was made, I believe. Perhaps you might meet 
. with better success in that quarter." 

" You seem disposed to trifle with my feelings. Miss Hendee," 
rejoined Sherwood, growing restless. " I wish for a direct answer, 
whether you will, or will not, fulfil your engagement with toe." 

" A direct answer, sir, then you shall ha^e ; and I will add, I 
feel not a little grateful for being, for the first time since my 
acquaintance with you, allowed the opportunity of giving one. 
Mr. 3herwood, I shall never voluntarily unite my destinies with 
yours." 

" Surely you would not break a solemn engagement ? " 

" A passive acquiescence — a tacit consent, wrung from me by 
the force of circumstances, is, as you well know, sir, all the 
engagement that you can claim of me. And even that, your 
conscience must tell you, you have long since forfeited by your 
own conduct." 

" Are you -prepared. Miss, for the consequences which may 
follow the step you seem determined on taking?" 

" You do well, sir, I acknowledge, to remind me of that consid- 
eration," bitterly retorted the indignant maiden ; " for I am aware 
that it is no light matter to brave the revenge of one who could 
instigate the'assassii|||jon of a apposed rival." 

Sherwood started as if stung by an adder, at the damning 
truth of the allusion. His face became fairly livid with sup- 
pressed rag^ and chagrin, and biting his bloodless lips, he rose 
and slunk out of the apartment, as would a demon from the 
presence of some pure being from the skies, without uttering one 
word in his own defence, or even lifting his eyes to the withering 
countenance, which was bent uffofi hmi,. with a look of mingled 
pity, abhorrence, and contempt. I/eaving the house, the discom- 
' fited villain immediately sought Captain Hendee in an adjoining 
field, for the purpose of instigating the ol^ gentleman to measures 
of compulsion upoii the refractory daughter, in furtherance of his 
designs. But here, also, he, was unexpectedly doomed to disap- 
pointment and deieat. Upon Alma's return to the house, afiter 
the receipt of the communicatidh exposing the baseness of Sher- 
wood, she had sought an interview with her father, read him the 
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letter, frankly confe*wed her own feelings, and disclosed all sha 
kn«>w. not only of the course and conduct of Sherw'ood, but also 
that of Warrington, for a part of which she was indebted to her fair 
companion, who in torn received it from her lover, Selden, the inti- 
mate of Warrington. And among the rest, she had made known to 
the astonbhed father the magnanimous conduct of the latter in re- ' 
gard to his ownership of the land on which they resided, the circum- 
stances of which she herself had never been apprised of till that 
very evenings And although the old gentleman had listened to 
her disdosures without uttering a single word in reply, from 
which she could learn his opinions on the subject, her commupica- 
tionsy nevertheless, had produced a deep impression on his mind 
and feelings, that were now fluctuating back and forth, like con- 
tending currents of wind, when but a slight impulse is required 
to turn them back in fury in a direction exactly the reverse &om 
that in which they commenced blowing. 

" I little expected. Captain Hendee," said Sherwood, with the 
air of an injured mail, as he approached the other, ^^I little 
expected, sir, when I arrived here, to have met with the reception 
which I have just received from your daughter.** 

^ Why, what's the matter, sir, — what's the matter?" replied 
the Captain, with an air of indifference. 

"The matter, sir? why, your danghterr refuses to fulfil her 
engagement to me, sir." 

** Ah ! what reasons did she give for that, sir ? " 

" No good reasons, sir. She has been listening to the tales of 
slanderers — some enemy has been prejudicing her mind agaimt 
me, by falsehoods — utter falsehoods, sir ! ** 

" Or has she not heard, rather, tnore trutHibout your manoeu- 
vres than you intended should have reached her ears ? Come, 
now, be honest, Jake, and tell me." 

" Are you, too, in the league against me ? — am I to imderstand 
Uiat you, too, justify her in this course, sir ? " hastily demanded 
Sherwood, nettled at the cool, indifferent manner of the other, as 
much as at the blunt severity iHvolved in his question. " I had 
little expected this from you, sir ! I should have supposed the 
interest of your family would prompt you to a different course." 

Hinging on my obligations, are you, sir?" said the Captain, 
turning fiercely on the other, with eyes fashing indignation. 
J-ook ye, Jake Sherwood, I have, from the very first, used all 
reasonable exertions with my daughter, to reconcile her to this 
K^' And even more I have done that, which, when I have 
ooiied upon her fadmg face, and knew that she was martyring 
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her own heart to please me, has smitten my conscience for yearsi 
And now I am resolved to leave her to make her own decisions, 
unbiased bj word of mine. And as to jour threats, sir, all I 
have to say is, go, and do your worst I Take all there is here to 
yourself, if that will satisfy you ; or go join the enemies of your 
country, as I have long suspected you intended, and bring them 
down upon us to murder and destroy, if you choose. But do n't 
think to buy and bribe me to sell my own flesh and blood I And 
do n*t come here again, sir, with accusations against us, till you 
can come with cleaner hands. Grood morning, sir I " 

So saying, the indignant old man unceremoniously turned his 
back on his abashed and astonished guest, and hastily hobbled 
off to his work ; while the latter, after standing mute and motion- 
less on the spot several minutes, and leering on the receding form 
of the other, with the concentrated malice of a fiend in his looks, 
slowly turned away, muttering between his clenched teeth, " Re- 
venge I revenge ! Fwonder if they will cheat me out of that too ? " 

Feeling no desire of returning to the house, or again encoun- 
tering any of its inmates, Sherwood now struck across the fields, 
and directed his course towards Snake Mountain, at the particular 
spot which we have before described as the encampment of the 
Green Mountain Boys ; but which was now occupied by another 
and a 4far difiTerent company. To this place we will now take 
the reader, preceding the baf&ed intriguer a short time, to take a 
glance at the party there assembled. 

Sherwood had secretly been in the interests of the Royalists 
for nearfy two years previous to this period of our story; and 
more tha,n a year before he had received a captain's commission, 
with directions to r^e a company in the New Hampshire Grants, 
in which, he had represented to the British officers, with whom 
he privately kept up a communication, were to be found many 
faithful adherents of the Crown. And Darrow, through Sher- 
wood's infiuence, had also been commissioned as Lieutenant of 
the contemplated company. But with all that this pair of mili- 
tary worthies were able to «^ct, they never had found more than 
about a half dozea;meiL in this settlement, to whom they dared 
to prd^se an enlistment into the kings service. These, with 
about an equal number picked up within the borders of New 
York, they had at length enrolled, and organized into a fragment 
of a company, which, for the first time, had been called out a 
few days previous to this time, with the view of cooperating with 
the invading.army of Burgoyne. About a dozen in all, they were 
now encamped, on the ground formerly taken, as before men- 
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Uoned, bj Warrington and his oompanions, and were wiudng ia 
concealment^ the approach of the British hordes, that were now 
pouring down npon the devoted settlement from the north. 

At the time we would introduce this group to the reader, Dar- 
row had just arrived from the British camp, whither he had been 
despatched bj Sherwood, when the latter was on the point of 
setting out on his rec^t visit to Albanj. And having taken 
some refreshment, the lieutenant was now sitting on a roo^ 
bench, near the entrance of their shantee, enjoying a little repose 
afler the fatigues of his morning's march. He had fallen into a 
doze, and appeared to be lost to all external objects ; white the 
men within, mostly morose, sullen looking fellows, were some of • 
them playing cards, some telling stories, and others talking over 
the plans they had formed to revenge themselves upon certain 
families in the settlement, against whom they entertained private 
grudges, as soon as they should be let loose upon the inhabitants^ 
at present wholly unprotected by any military force within their 
borders, and but little aware of the dangers that awaited them. 

At this moment, Sherwood, having passed the line of sentries, 
posted at intervals round the encampment, more to guard against 
being seen and reported by the inhabitants, than any expected 
attack, approached his sleeping subaltern, and tapped him lightly 
on the shoulder. But the latter not awidiening, die other grasped 
his coat collar, and gave him a rough, impatient shake, at wMch 
the sleeper, suddenly starting, leaped on his feet, and dashing 
away the grasping hand of his superior, fiercely exclaimed, 

** I 'U be d 3— ned, if you shall ! You have oome before your 
time, be off! be off, I say! Oh! ah!" he coatl»ued, rubbing 
his eyes, and beginning to ^tinguish betwAi*the reality and 
the image that appeared to have been haunting his dreaming 
fancy: "Why, Captain, it is onlj; you after all, is it? Wel^ 
well, now ! " 

" Why, who did you suppose it was, Darrow, I should like to 
know ? ** 

" O, no matter, now, — I was in the middle of a (mrsed dream, 
and thought a different character had waited on me to do a little 
business in his line — though not so very different, perhaps. But 
let the humbug go — what is the news ? *' 

" Everything that is baS," replied Sherwood, morosely. " The 
very devil himself, I would not have believed, could bs^e me so 
much in my plans, as I have been, since I saw you." 

"Why, what i^ow, Captain ? you seem rather out <rf humxMr — 
wha« has happened ? " 
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** In the first place the old man is dead. He died the day 
Defore I arrived." 

" Well, what of that ? He did not carry off his money with 
him, did he?'' 

" No, but he got penitent before he went off, and wrote out m 
confession of that old affair, in a letter to Hendee." 

" And you let it reach him, hey ? " • 

" Not so big a fool as you think. I gave it to the fiames, before 
it was read by any one but myself, I think." 

** Very well, where are your great troubles, then ? " 

"Why — .why" — replied Sherwood, hesitating to inform the 
other, as he was about to do, the particulars about the will, and 
the extent of his fears respecting the disposition of the property, 
lest the minion might consider it for his interest to betray him to 
the Hendees : " why, I did not think to name it," continued the 
artful dissembler, deciding the question he had been debating in 
his mind in the negative, " but, upon the whole, as you already 
know so much about the affair, I think I will : — well, getting 
home last night, I thought I would go down to Hendee's this 
morning; so I Went, and soon found the devil to pay. That 
sneaking tinker had been there, and confessed all, and the girl 
fairly spumed me from her presence; while her father — curse 
the old dotard ! he, though owing me for half his living for years, 
had the audacity to insult me — yes, insult me, BiD. But" — 
and he nodded significantly. 

"But what?" 

" I can help myself, Darrow." 

**' Well, I would do ^it, Jake, without any mor^ puttering with 
the proud minx." 

"I will. My plans are fixed. When did you return from 
head-quarters ? " 
• " Not two hours ago — I left them early this morning." 

"What is the news?" 

" The whole army have moved on to the mouth of the Boquet, 
where they are now encamped. A large body of Indians joined 
them yesterday, and General Burgoyne distribut,ed presents 
among them, made a speech to ^x them for fight, and wound off 
by giving them a grand war-feast. Hell and thunder! what 
whooping and yelling there was there last night ! one would have 
thought that all tophet had been emptied upon the earth, and that 
the world was alive with devils ! " 

" Good ! just, the instruments fdr our purpose in punishing the 
' 22 
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doablj damned rebels of this settlement Bat did not the Gen- 
eral send me anj directions ?" 

** Yes," replied Darrow, taking a letter from his pocket, " he 
sent 70a this, and also," he continued, stepping within Uie shantee 
and bringing out a thick package of papers, ^ and also this bundle 
of proclamations, to be immediatelj distributed over the settle- 
ment" 

"Well, let us first see what the Greneral has written me," said 
Sherwood breaking the superb seal, and reading the contents of 
the letter, a very fair specimen of the official fustian of its dou^tj 
author, who, it may be recollected, was a fSp in literature as well 
as a braggart in arms. The communication ran thus : — 

J. Sherwood, Esq., Gaptcdn of His Majesties Loyal Americans 

in the New Hamp$hire Grants, — 

It is one of the felicities of soldiership, and of the gratifications 
of a commander, to award the meed of approbation to fidelity in 
a common cause, and fealty to a common sovereign. This meed, 
sir, I deem it no flattery to say is yours, speaking, as I do, from 
personal acquaintance, and on the voucher of Colonel Beverly 
Robinson, a Loyal American officer, of worth, and zeal, and 
acti^ty. 

The army under my command will now in a day or two move 
southwardly, mainly by water, but partly by land on either side 
of the lake. To you, sir, and the brave and loyal men whom 
you have, and may yet further induce to act with you, we look 
for a hearty cooperation in all that can be effected on the eastern 
shore, and, by the blessing of God, I will effect much, while we 
proceed to the investiture, and consequent capture of Crown 
Point, Ticonderoga, and all other opposing obstacles, on our vic- 
torious march to Albany. I send you by the beai:er. Lieutenant 
William Dafrow, a package of proclamations, issued by me, and 
signed by the same, and countersigned by Robert Elingston, 
Esquire, Secretary. They are addresses to the deluded and 
suffering people of your settlement I anticipate great and 
universal effect from this appeal, made irresistible, as it is, by 
offers of royal mercy to the penitent, arguments of ineffable 
potency to the deceived by rebej sophistry and falsehood, and 
by the palpable shadowing forth of the sword of justice, in the 
contingent action of our red allies, to the perverse and stubborn. 
You will cause one of these, my proclamations, to be immediately 
left at every cottage and hamlet, if possible, in the settlement — 
to the protestations ot which proclamation, together with such 
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peeaniary inducements as jou may deem it expedient to offer 
towards redeeming the land from the disgrace and ruinous 
anarchy of an unnatural rebellion, and restoring a government 
of laws, of honor, of legitimate and happy sovereignty, you will 
add your own attestations. 

With sentiments, believe me, 

my very dear sir, of esteem, 

J. BUBOOTNE. 

" There ! what think you of that, Bill ? " exultingly exclaimed 
Sherwood, as he concluded the perusal of the precious document. 
^ Is not that a handsome thing for a man, who stands so high at 
the British court, to say to and of us ?** 

^ Why, yes, Captain, what he means is well enough, I s'pose ; 
but if a British General had not writ it, I should have called 
8ome of it nothing but damn flumididdle." 

" Oh, it is a feather in our caps, Darrow, depend on 't Bur- 
goyne is hand and glove with the king and ministers, besides 
being a noted waSrior. He will conquer all the northern colo* 
Dies. The rebellion, indeed, is as good as crushed already. And 
then the country will be divided off into lordships, and those, 
who have been most active in subduing the rebels, will all receive 
rich rewards out of their confiscated estates. Bright days are 
before us. Bill. And while we are thus making our fortunes^ 
what a glorious chance to pay off old scores upon these rascally 
settlers ? Tou can safely act eut nature now. Bill, with a ven- 
geance. We will now have our revenge, and the beauty of it is, 
that others must father our deeds, and pay us well into the bar- 
gain for what it is only a happiness to perform.'^ 

f * What are your plans, Captain ? ^ 

^' Tou, or I, must go, this very night, over to the British camp, 
and get Burgoyne to let us have fifty red-skins to make up our 
company. We shall want them soon, and perhaps I may, for the 
fiist purpose." 

^ Damn it, Jake, you are too thirsty,'' said the minion, looking 
keenly at the other, and comprehending the purpose of which he 
spoke : '^ they are your own fiesh and blood. Tou do n't mean 
to let those red devils loose upon them, do you ? " 

<* No ; but leave me to take care of them. They need not be 
harmed, but prisoners they shall be, till that haughty jade's 
pride is brought tp begging terms. And tliis is the first case^ 
Darrow, to be attended to." 
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« I am not quite Isare but there is another case for joa to 
attend to, also, Jake." 

" What is that?" asked Sherwood, turning to the other, with 
a look of blended curiosity and apprehension. 

'< Whj, perhaps it is all nothing but a notion, after aU. But I 
will tell you the wrinkle that 's got into my head, and how it got 
there. In coming from head-quarters to-day, I ran my canoe 
generally close in to the shore of the other side of the lake, and, 
on arriving within about a mile of Crown Point, and about as 
far, as I intended, before crossing over to this side, I took it into 
my head I would go up into the woods, climb a tree, and try to 
get a peep into the fort, as the general asked me very particularly 
about the number of the garrison there. Well, I went on a piece 
inta the woods, when I heard the steps of some one crossing my 
course ahead, and taking his W2\y to the fort ; so t squatted down 
in ah old tree top, where I could remain unseen till he passed by. 
His course brought him within a few rods of the spot where I 
lay; and when nearly abreast of me, he mounted, an old log, and, 
without discovering me, took a sort of leisurely survey of the 
woods around him, turning his face so as to give me a fair view 
of his countenance — and — " 

" Well, what more about it — who and what was he ?" 

" Why, though not in full uniform, I think he must be a young 
rebel officer, who had been out with his gun for game. Though 
he must have arrived at the fort quite lately." 

" But who do you mistrust him to be ?'\ asked Sherwood, with 
evident uneasiness. • 

" That is the question that has been bothering my brains ever 
since. Jake, do n*t you think it possible for a man to wear about 
the same face and look that he did when a boy, so that one, who 
had never seen him from four or five years old, would know him 
again when grown up ? " 

" Yes, barely possible ; but what the devil are you coming to, 
Bill ? What has that to do with this case ? " demanded Sher- 
wood, with an agitation which he was unable to conceal. 

" May be a good deal. There Was something in this fellow's 
looks that struck me, — that made me ready to swear I had seen 
the same countenance before, though somehow, not just the same 
neither. Well, he finally went on, and I, forgetting aU about 
spying into the fort, went back, and struck off^ for this side, this 
fellow's countenance all the while haunting me, and working up a 
devilish strange, streaked kind of feeling, that I can't very wieflf 
describe. Well, as I was crossing over, still bothering on the 

« 
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Bubject, I happened to cast my eyes up the lake, when I caught 
a glimpse of old Hendee's house through the trees ; and, by 
heavens ! it came across my mind, like a flash of lightning^ who 
the fellow must be." 

" What mean you, Darrow ? " exclaimed Sherwood, seizing 
the arm of the other with a convulsive grasp, while his face 
became as pale as ashes. 

^' I mean," replied Darrow, looking his agitated companion full 
in the face, and speaking in a low, measured, and decisive tone, 
" I mean, Jake Sherwood, that if Captain Hendee's boy lived, he 
is now among us ! " 

Long and earnestly communed these worthies in conjectures, 
about the person concerning whom Darrow had made, as he felt 
confident he had, so startling a discovery. Who oould he be ? 
By what name now known ? Could he be aware of his own 
family history ? Had he discovered his relations ? were ques- 
tions which were raised by them, but without finding any satis- 
factory answers. The two last questions, however, were at 
length settled in the negative. And, after some further discus- 
sion, in regard to the best means of ascertaining more about the 
private history of the unconscious object of their deliberations, 
and the most feasible way of disposing of him, if the information 
^gained rendered it probable he was the person they feared him 
to be^ they broke up their conference, Darrow retiring to rest, 
and Sherwood, with two of his men, as attendants and oarsmen, 
Betting off for head-quarters, fifteen or twenty miles distant frodt 
the tory encampment. 

22* 
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CHAPTER IX. 



" Sound* from the waters, tonnds upon Che earth, 
8oandiintheeir,ori»iUe! Tetwi&UieM 
A Toioe if minf ling, whoae deep tonef giye UiOi 
To teith and eounige." 



The storm of war which had been gathering for some we^ 
in the north, almost nnnoticed by the Americans, now began to 
roll down upon their frontier settlements with a rapidity as 
alarming as it was unexpected. Although the leaders of the 
continental army were aware of the landing of a large Britisb 
force at Quebec, in the month of May, from which an invasion 
was expected, either by way of Oswego, as had previously been 
given out, or through the valley of lake Champlain ; yet^ count- 
ing on the same dilatofy action, by which all the movements of 
the enemy had been characterized ever since the battle of Bunker 
Hill, they supposed it might be late in the sunmier before the 
hostile army, should they take the eastern route, would reach the 
ndlitary posts on Champlain. But whatever might have been 
the errors of other British commanders in the respect just 
named, none of that kind certainly could* be chargeable on Gen- 
eral Burgoyne. The navigable waters of the nor&i had scarcely 
burst their wintry fetters before he landed at Montreal. And 
in another week he was pouring the disciplined bands of his 
pr«id and numerous army along the western shores of lake 
Champlain. The American generals were, in a great measure, 
taken by surprise by this rapid advance of the enemy, and having 
delayed to strengthen their defences, they were but illy prepared 
to meet the first shock of so powerful a force. And if those, 
wh«(^e duty it was to make themselves early acquainted with the 
enemy's movements* had thus been kept in the dark respecting 
the important one in question, still less, as may well be supposed, 
were the inhabitants of the country apprised of the time and 
extent of the coming invasion. The settlers of the New Hamp- 
shire Graot^u who were directly in the route of the enemy, were 
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eonsequently almost whoUj ignorant of the dangers that awaited 

them till the storm was nearly ready to burst on their defenceless 

heads. And their surprise, therefore, was only equalled by their 

dismay, when the American scouts, who had been despatched to 

gain intelligence of the reported invasion, returned and spread 

the startling news, that a British army of ten thousand regulars, 

with several thousand ravage foes, was within a few miles of 

their borders, ready to spread death and devastation over their 

whole settlement This information, which many still hoped 

might be false, or greatfy exaggerated, was fully confirmed the 

next morning after it was received by the scouts, by Burgoyne's 

proclamations, which, through the activity of Sherwood's band of 

tories, had been left during the night at the door of every house 

through all the northern section of the country. This pompous 

and gasconaiding document, however, with all its promises and 

threats, had, notwithstanding its author's anticipations, no other 

effect on the inhabitants than to bring them to the determination 

of driving off their stock so far into the interior as to be out of 

the reach of the enemy, and of commencing active preparations 

ior fleeing themselves before the invading army. 

With these general observations on the situation of affairs at 
this particular- junction, we will now return to the Hendee family, 
to follow their fortunes through the fearful trials which were now 
shortly to await them. 

It was not till night, after the signal ftdlure of Sherwood at 
the cottage, that Miss Hendee had an opportunity of ascertaining 
what had passed between that personage and her father in their 
recent interview. That evening Captain Hendee, on his return 
from the labors of the day, entered the room where Alma hap- 
pened at the moment to be sitting alone, and sileiitly took a seat 
at the open window. A frown. was upon his brow. The uneasi-* 
ness, winch a man of high spirit might be expected to feel from a 
sense of obligations to one he secretly despises, combined, in the 
present instance, with the mean advantage taken of such obliga- 
tions by Sherwood, had, all the afternoon, been operating upon 
the old gentleman's irritable temperament; and he was now 
evidently in no very pleasant frame of mind. At the first glance 
his daughter detected in his countenance the unfailing indications 
of a storm : but on whom it was to burst, she was unable to de- 
termine. From the circumstances attending the interview 
between Sherwood and her father, she felt satisfied, that she, her- 
«df, had been the subject of their discourse ; and although 
«ctremely anxious to knew the result of that conference, yet &ho 
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almost feared the knowledge she wished to obtain. And with 
trembling solicitade, therefore, she awaited in silence the an- 
Douncement, which she saw fWrni her father^s mood, would not 
long be withheld. After sitting some minutes puffing away rap- 
idlj at his pipe, and knitting his brows, with an angry flashing 
expression of eountenanoe, he suddenly drew the implement from 
his mouth, and by way of knocking out the ashes, gave it so 
spiteful a rap on the window-sill as to shiver it to pieces in his 
hand. Hastily dashing the broken fragments out of the window, 
he turned abruptly to his daughter, and said, 

^ Alma, what did Jake Shmirood say to jou to-day ? " 

^ Why, many things, fiither, — would you wish me to repeat 
all he said?" 

^ Tes. I do n't hold to prying into such matters, for a general 
mle, but I haye particular reasons for wishing to know now.'' 

Still feeling uncertain on whom the resentment of her father 
was about to fall. Alma, with s<»ne agitation, proceeded to detail 
the conversation in question, giving the words used by Sherwood, 
and the substance of her own replies. 

" Threats to you, too, hey ? " said the Captain, after listening 
attentively to his daughter*s relation of the affair. " Why did'nt 
you drive the pitiful puppy from the house with your broom- 
stick?" 

" You astonish me, father I " replied Alma, looking up into the 
face of the other with an expression of joyful surprise. 

The old gentleman made no reply, but again relapsing into 
moody silence, sat some time without uttering a word. At length 
he brought his foot to the floor with an angry, decisive stamp — 
and while the tears, which were broughjt to his eyes by his keenly 
conflicting emotions, were glimmering on the quickly moving 
lashes, he again turned suddenly to his expecting daughter and 
asked, 

" Alma, are you willing to become a slave ?." 

" For my own, and your support, I could cheerfully become 
one, dear father. But a slave to a villain I can never be." 

" Nobly said ! spoken with the spirit of a Hendee ! would to God 
I was more worthy of such a daughter ? " exclaimed the passionate 
old man, choking with emotion : " come here, Alma, I have been 
wrong, and you have been right, — come, come to me, my child, 
forgive and kiss me." 

In another instant the father and daughter were locked in 
each other's arms, intermingling their tears, and giving them- 
selves up to the gush of feelings which was overflowing their 
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hearts at this return of mtitual love and confidence to their long 
estranged and distrusting bosoms. 

" I did not make any reply to you, Alma, when you laid open 
to me the conduct of that base and intriguing villain," at length, 
observed the Captain, releasing his daughter from his embrace, 
and regaining his composure, though the other continued weeping. 
" But it was not because I doubted the truth of what you told me, 
or because I had it in my heart to try to restrain you any further. 
It was because I felt self-<;ondemned, guilty — guilty for what I 
had already done in making war upon the happiness, and I know 
not but upon the health, of my own, and only child. O, do n't, 
weep so — do n't, my dear daughter I Thank God, we have botli 
now cut the ties by wWch we were held in bondage, and are free. 
The Sherwoods may have all ; and we wont trouble them neither 
to drive us off: we will leave this place. Alma, for the southern par|» 
of the settlement. As old and infirm as I am, I can still work. 
Our faithful Neshobee will also stick by us, and work as much as 
an Indian will ever work, for you know the Indians are a lazy 
race, and we must make allowance for him. But at all events, 
as poorly as we may fare, our poverty will be happiness compared 
to the slavery that Jake Sherwood would now impost on us if we 
remained. Yes, Alma, we will go — that is if you "are willing. 
What say you, my daughter, are you ready to relinquish this 
pleasant home, and go with me, penniless, indeed, but with the 
proud and happy consciousness that we are free." 

"O, yes, yes, indeed, my dear father," eagerly replied the 
other, with a look of joy and gratitude, that beamed brightly 
through her still fast falling tears ; " and never could an eastern 
slave leave his gilded fetters behind him with more pleasure than 
I shall quit this place. Yes, yes ; and, believe me, my father, 
however hard my lot — however menial I had known would be 
my employment for support, I have not seen an hour for the last 
two long and joyless years, but my heart would have leaped to 
hear you make such a proposal. And if such then were my 
feelings, judge what must now be my pleasure to hear your 
announcement." 

The conversation was here interrupted by a light rap on the 
doer, and while the Captain and his daughter were pausing for a 
repetition of the sound, uncertain whether it proceeded from some 
one wishing for admittance, the door was partly opened by a man 
without, and the queer visage of our old friend, i?ete Jones, was 
protruded with a comical, enquiring look, into the room. 

« How are ye ? " he said, after glancing from father to dangh- 
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ter a moment, with a half sheepish, half roguish expression, indi< 
eating his consciousness of having, on a former occasion, played 
a little upon the credulity of the old gentleman, of which he felt 
slightly ashamed, though still inwardly tickled at the recollection 
of the trick : " how are ye, Captain ? Sarrant, marm ! " 

" It is Mr. Jones of the army, father, the person who gave me 
the news I imparted to you respecting the expected invasion," 
observed Miss Hendee, noticing that her father did not recognize 
the scout 

•* Ah ! the tall gentleman that called here once — I recollect 
— did you try my remedy — Tbut no matter, now — walk in, 
walk in, sir," said the Captain. 

" Why, no, thankee,** replied Jones, leaning his long body on 
his arm, and swaying it to and fro, by the play of the door on its 
hinges, as he grasped the handle, " I guess I *m rather too much 
in a hurry about these times.** 

" You called on some errand, then ? — to give us some news, 
perhaps ? '* rejoined the Captain^ expectingly. 

" Why, yes — that is, if you would like to hear it — that is, if 
you han*t heard it already.'* 

" Speak on, sir.** 

'^ Well, I thought I 'd just pop in my countenance, as I came 
along back, to see, that in case the devil was at your heels, 
whether you would like to know it ? '* 

" You speak in riddles — how shall I understand you, sir ? ** 

" Well, I an*t particular, how,** 

"You said the devil?** 

" Yes, and his name is Legion. Why, to be plain about it, 
Captain, a British army of ten thousand, with as many red skins 
as one would wish to see, wiU most likely be here before to-mor- 
row night.** 

" You astonish me, sir ! Has any news of this reached the 
other settlers in this quarter ? ** 

" I have just sent a brother scout up the road here, to tell them 
they may as well be driving off their cattle, and jogging along 
south themselves in course of to-morrow. I just come from the 
fort over here, and they *ve pretty much concluded to pack up 
there, and be off for Old Ti to-night ; so the red coats and 
Indians will have full play along the shores till they get to Ti, 
where there will be something of a brush, likely.** 

^You would advise us women and cripples, then, to beat a 
retreat, would you ? " 
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^Whjy yes, that's rather my notion, considering. Though 
Borgoyne says — have n't you seen his proclamation ? " 

"No." 

" Well, you will soon I guess. The tories have scattered 'em 
as thick as bumblebees along north of here. Burgoyne says, as 
nigh as I can English the high-flown concern, " stay at home, sell 
him your cattle, and he will protect you. But if you budge an 
inch, he will let loose the red skins to act at their pleasure upon 
you. And what that will be, you know as well as any man, they 
Bay, Captain." 

" Yes, I know enough of their tender mercies. And I know 
also that Burgoyne, whatever he may promise, can no more re- 
strain the hell-hounds, after he has once let them from their slips, 
than he can crupper the whirlwinds. Montcalm tried that ex- 
periment^ on that dreadful day of blood and horror, at Fort Wil- 
liam Henry — at least, I think he tried to avert the catastrophe : 
for Montcalm, though an enemy that troubled us much, was yet 
a brave man ; and as a general rule, my friend, you will never 
find a truly brave man either cruel or treacherous. The great 
sin is in employing the Indians. And this circumstance will do 
much, in the present case, to hasten the destruction of Burgoyne. 
Even the dead, almost, will rise up to bear arms against him. 
All New England in a week, will be in motion. In another week 
as he passes along up the lake, they will be hanging like an 
angry thunder cloud on his flank. And, mark my word, sir, this 
Greneral will find, before he reaches Albany, that neither his num- 
bers nor his proclamations will save him." 

" The Lord grant you may prove a true prophet ; and I think, 
upon the whole, you will. Howsomever, Captain, it will be con- 
siderable of a chore to bring it all to pass. And while we are 
fixing for it, I rather guess you, along the northern parts here, 
may as well make yourselves scarce a little." 

" We intend it, ^ir. Indeed, as regards my family, we had 
already determined on a removal soon. And now we shall fol- 
low your advice immediately, with many thanks to you for 
calling. Let me see — our first move shall bfe for Rutland, where 
we can probably safely remain a few days, to conclude on a place 
for a more permanent residence." 

** Will you, sir," said Miss Hendee, with a slight blush, as she 
perceived the scout was about to depart, " will you apprise our 
^ends in the army of the destination we think of taking ? " 

" Will ypvL take this, sir, to the person to whom it is addressed ? " 
•aid Miss Reed, who, during the latter part of the conver* 
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sadon, luid been nimbtj plying her fingers over the blank kaf of 
a little Tolome which she had been reining in an adjoining apart- 
ment, when the 80001*6 Toice and anticipated errand brought her 
into the rocMn. **• Ton see, Abna, I am not afraid to write to m j 
bcao ; now I will leave it to the Captain to say, who is the 
bniTedt ? " she added, taming to the latter with an expression in 
which roguish defiance, and fear of disapprobation, were qneeily 
blended. 

^ Ah, girls,** said the Captain in reply, after a moment's hesi- 
tatioo, which seemed to eiHi in a conclusion to treat the matter 
good natoredly, ** you may be setting your caps for men that will 
be swinging on the gallows in three months : for you know, in 
attempted revohitions, men are only patriots and heroes when 
ther succeed, and are but rebels and traitors when they do n't" 

** We prefer, however," replied Alma, with spirit, " to set oor 
caps for men who mcof be hung on that principle, rather than for 
those who skomld be hung on every other.**, 

*• Is not there a law. Captain Hendee,** asked Jessy, archly 
" that a man may be pardoned on the gallows, if a lady can be 
found who will step up and marry him on the spot ? ** 
^ ** Why, I have heard sudi stories,** replied the Captain, laugh- 
ing, ** but supposing there was suci a provision, in this country, 
you bttle quix ? * r -^ 

Ai* ^^Jw ™ -**"^ esse," replied Jessy, casting a roguish look at 

~V^ **^***ink there are certain officers in our army who need 

u. ^ ™*^^ *»y great ^^prehensions of being hung at present** 

iNow, th^ is what I can grit,** observed Jones, who had been 

iHth^ M Uie two beautiful and spirited creatures before him, 

^n M acbnwUKm equaUed only by his surpri^ "The Colonel 

after alfl "^^r«>nsiderable weU what they have been about, 

good niffhtv^^^A,^^ ^ '^^ ^ Jogg™g. I g^eaa^ Captain, so 

70a ste^iftUt i,r^ ^^^ S^ may the Lord bless ye, and keep 

should aU h^^3!^ resolution ! If I had a hogshead of blood, it 

hu4y!- ^"'^»>'ye,andthelikeofye. '&0I, lol, lol, lol de 

During that iiib|.» 
'*™™**»«» thwHi^^^ **** following day, all was bnstle and 
«™s ! to arms !S^^**»«,«»rthera part of the setUement. « To 
the able bodied men^^** . "* *^**y direction. And nearly aO 
Schuyler, whose exD^^^^ responding to the caH of General 
«»d* to nUy the hU^^ ^?* ««» foriously dashing along the 
«««* or moskets anS l^„^^™g settlement, ^ixed their 
•^-^ ^yn^ the old i^?r* ,lf to join their Pantrymen in 
«»en.mv.bd.and boya, to take charge of 
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their families, in removing from the scene of danger. The stock 
was collected in droves, marked with the initials of the owner*a 
name and started off for the south ; while the inhabitants, taking 
with them ail the articles of value, which their respective modes 
of travelling would permit, collected in small companies, and soon 
followed. The party whose destinies more immediately concern 
our story, consisting of Captain Hendee, Neshobee, the two young 
ladies, and their respective female domestics, in the course of the 
day, bade adieu to their pleasant cottage, and mingled in the 
general flight, which, by night fall, bfought them in safety to the 
house of a hospitable friend, nearly twenty miles distant from 
the home, to which, as they supposed, they were never more to 
return. 



CHAPTER X. 



— <' Not all 80 mach for loTe 

As for another secret close intent, 

Bj marrying her, which I must reach nnto, 

But yet I run before my hone to market ; 

Clarence still breathes: Edward still Utos, and, 

When these are gone, then must I count my gains.'* 



Several unforseen circumstances connected with the removal 
of their effects, together with the impression that they were now 
so far south as to be in no very»immediate danger from any incur- 
sions of the enemy, having induced our party to accept the 
invitation of their kind entertainer to remain a few days at'his 
abode, nearly a week had unfortunately been suffered to elapse 
without resuming their journey. Aroused, however, at length, 
by the news that Burgoyne had reached Ticonderbga, and closely 
invested the fortress, while a party of tories and Indians were 
ravaging the country to the north of them, both the families 
of Captain Hendee and his host, determined on an instfmt 
departure for a place of more safety. Accordingly, with a few 
hasty preparations, they started in their respective carriages, 
about the middle of the afternoon for Castleton, which they were 
23 
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uder the expectatioB of being enabled to reach by daj-lig^ 
The daj bmng excessively sakry. Captain Hendee, after travel- 
ling awhile at rather a brisk pace, ched^ed his horses, and sofifered 
them to fall into a moderate walk, daring which the other party, 
who were in advance, and who seemed less disposed to slacken their 
speed, passed entirely out of sight, and soon became widely sep- 
arated from their more tardy fellow travellers. When our party 
had proceeded several miles in this leisurely manner, and while 
the Captain, to ose a qoaint and somewhat oirioas expressbn of 
the poet PameU, was ^ deceiving the road," by the relation of one 
of his old war stories, they were met by a stoat bailt, though an 
ordinary looking, and slovenly dressed man <m horseback, who, 
after ck>8ely scrutinizing the company a moment, stopped his 
horse, indicating, at the same time by his looks and gestures, a 
wish that the others should stop also. Supposing the stranger 
was desirous of making some enquiries. Captain Hendee instantly 
pulled up his horses, and sat waiting, with an air of expectation, 
for the man to proceed with what he might have to propose. 

" I was thinking what joar name mought be, IVGster," at length 
began the horseman, with a bold, saucy air. ^ It kinder seems 
to me I have seen you somewhere or other." 

^ Very possible, sir," replied the Captain, in a manner sufficiently 
^ool and repulsive, as he thought, to check the intrusive familiari^ 
of the other. 

"Well, I knowed I had," rejoined the stranger, not at aU 
abashed by the coolness with which his advances had been met, 
" and yet I do n*t know as I can quite call you by name." 

" My name is Hendee, sir." 

" Ah ! O, yes ; — you live down there against Crown Point? " 

" Yes ; or at least we did till within a few days. But how 
happens it, that you are going to a part, which, at this time, the 
settlers are so generally deserting ?" 

** Why an't it safe travelling that way ?" 

" It would be for some, doubtless," replied 4he Captain signifi- 
cantly. 

^ Well, I spose you Ve beam of me," observed the stranger, 
evidently disconcerted at the suspicions which he perceived were 
beginning to be entertained of hun, " my name is David Beming* 
ton. Xdu are acquainted in Castleton, an*t you ? " 

** Yes, with several individuals in that town." 

" Well, that 's where I live, when I 'm to home. Do you know 
Mr. Woodward there ? " 

"I do, sir." 
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**I want to know ? Well, now, he is one of mj near neigfa« 
bors. Here 's a paper he gin me 'i other day. Jest read it, 
will ye?" 

Captain Hendee, with an air of cariosity, not unmingled, how« 
ever, with surprise, at an offer so gratuitously made to an entire 
stranger, took the paper, which the other now extended to him, 
and read as follows : — ^ 

^^ Hiis may certify that David Bemington, the bearer hereof, 
is thought to be a true friend to the States of America. 

JOSEPH WOODWARD, Com. of Safely.* - 
Casdeton, June 2d, 1777." 

"This appears to be genuine, and should be suflScient," 
remarked the Captain musingly, as he handed back the paper, 
f' Have they received any news at Castleton within a day or two, 
sir?" he added, with more freedom of manner than he had 
before exhibited towards the other. 

" News ? — from where ? " 

" From our forces at Ticonderoga, I mean, of course," 

" Oh, yes, I s'pose so — why, I came from there myself, last 
night." 

" Indeed, sir ? Well, what is the prospect of St. Clair's being 
able to cope with the enemy, so as to put a stop to their progress 
at that place ? " 

" Cope ! hum I He will be lucky if he do n't get coped him- 
self, I guess." 

" What, sir ? The garrison are in no danger of being taken 
themselves, surely ? " 

" Well, sir, I do n't pretend to know nothing about it ; but I 
should n't be surprised if the folks about here heard news, within 
twenty-four hours, that macle 'em stare." 

" Impossible ! But what is the situation of affairs there, that 
leads you to this conclusion ? " 



* A literal copy of the original certificate, lodged in the public archives of 
VermoDtf and accompanied by (mother from the noted tory, Colonel Philip 
Skene, certifying that Remington had taken the oath of allegiance, and was a 
true Royalist These papers, together with a receipt signed by ** J. Sher- 
wood, daptain " for two heifers procured for the British, by Remington, all 
dated about the tame time, are supposed to have been found on the person of 
this or other tones, when subsequeDtly slain or taken prisoners. 
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"Why, sir, the situation is, that Greneral Red Hazle,* with hit 
Jarmao brigade, has got possession on this side of the lake, up 
as far as East Creek, where he is now posted ; while Genertd 
Burgoyne has entirely enclosed the fort on t 'other side. And 
what is still more, he has cut out a road, and drawn up a whole 
slew of cannon clean to the top of Mount Defiance, which he will 
have all Qaounted, and ready to pour hell and thunder down on 
'em in the fort before they dream of it 

" Is it possible that St Clair can have suffered Burgoyne to 
get possession of that commanding spot for such a purpose ! ** 
exclaimed the Captain. " I knew," he continued, that most of 
our officers in the old war used to consider that mountain inacces- 
sible with artillery. I, however, always thought differently, and 
agreed, in this respect, with Major Putnam, who, I well remem- 
ber, suggested the project of getting cannon up this eminence to 
Greneral Howe, as our army was approaching the fort the day 
previous to the battle, which cost poor Howe his life. And had 
that gallant young nobleman, who was the only lord of common 
sense whom the British ever sent to America, been spared, the 
thing would have been done, and we should have taken the for- 
tress, instead of drawing off our army without effecting anything. 
But, as I said, is it possible that St Clair can have permitted this 
in an army approaching from the north, and wholly unacquainted 
Mpth the surrounding localities ? ** 

" It is true, any how ; and if they do n't find themselves in a 
pickle, there in the fort, by to-morrow morning, I lose my guess," 
replied the other, with a satisfaction which he was unable wholly 
to conceal. 

After a few apparently careless i enquiries respecting the desti- 
nation of our travellers, and their expectations of reaching it, 
Remington seemed suddenly to become convinced that it would 
not be prudent to proceed any further in the land-looking excur- 
sion, which he stated was his business to the north, and announced 
his intention of immediately returning. Accordingly, wheeling 
round his horse, and bidding the company good day, with the 
remark, that he should probably ride rather faster than their 
team would travel, he rode off at a moderate trot, till the inter- 
vening bushes at the first turn of the road screened him, as he 

* From original papers, still preserved, written by those whose spelling was 
evidently gaided solely by the common pronunciation of words, it appears 
that Gen. Beidesel went, to a considerable extent, at least, by the name of 
Red Hade, 
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BiippoBed, from the sight of those he had just left, when he ap* 
plied his whip, and dashed forward at full speed. 

"What opinion did you form of that man, father?" asked 
Miss Hendee, after they had ridden some distance in silenee. 

" Why, but for the certificate of so true and vigilant a friend 
to the cause as Woodward, who undoubtedly signed it, I should 
certainly have had strong suspicions that the feUow was some 
designing tory," answered the Captain, indirectly, and with the 
tone of one still doubting over evidence which he could not 
reject, nor yet receive as wholly conclusive. 

" I know not," rejoined the other, " that I can give any good 
reasons for my impressions ; but there was a certmn something 
about the man, which,- from the first, struck me unfavorably. 
And is it not possible, that he may be secretly in the interest of 
the enemy, notwithstanding his certificate, which, without being 
asked, he was so ready to show ? " 

'< I noticed his readiness to show the paper," again replied the 
Captain, without any direct answer to his daughter's question. 
*^ And it also occurred to me that he appeared to be far better 
acquainted with the movements of the British, than with those 
of our own army." 

*^ And did not you think. Captain Hendee," observed Miss 
Reed, '^ that he betrayed a secret pleasure, when relating the 
perilous situation in which he stated the American forces to be 
placed?" 

^ I do n't know that I noticed that in particular," said the Cap* 
tain ; " but if he be a tory, and has told us the truth, I fear he 
has too much reason to rejoice. I cannot think, however, that 
St. Clair will fail to keep open a way for retreat, so that the gar- 
rison shall not be taken in any event" 

" Here, Neshobee," said Aima, as the Indian, who had trav- 
elled mostly on foot, keeping generally a few rods in advance of 
the horses, now fell back to the side-of the carriage ; " you have 
sometimes shown yourself a shrewd guesser ; and we will have 
four opinion in this case. What did you think of the man 
%ither was talking with just now ? " 

" Me guess him have two tongue — mean something no good," 
cepHed the native, in his usual quiet manner. Him no think me 
«ee him through the bush, when him ride away slow — then look 
t»ack for find out we see him, then whip — off a gallop ! " 

"So much the better," remarked Jessy, "for the faster ho 
goes, the further he will get from us." 
23* 
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** Neshobee, perhaps, would draw a different inference,*' said 
the Captain. 

<< Whj should he, father?** asked Ahna. 

But the other, not willing to alarm the ladies bj naming hk 
secret apprehensions, which, after all, might prove groundless, 
made only some evasiire, or indifferent replj, and became silent. 

^* He can have no immediate communication with the tories and 
Indians, by going in that direction,** resumed Alma. ^ They, if 
we were rightly informed, are still far behind us.** 

" They were behind us,** observed Captain Hendee, relapsing 
into silence, in which his example was soon imitated by the rest 
of the company, all of whom seemed oppressed by that undefined 
sense of impending danger, which is sometimes felt without the 
inclination, — on account of conscious inability, perhaps, — of 
communicating it to others. 

" It was now drawing towards sunset ; and our party had yet 
nearly ten miles to travel before reaching their prc^>osed destina- 
tion for the night. They had been, for some miles, passing 
through a dark, continuous forest, whose unvaried gloom soon 
began to be increased by the shades, which, before the usual 
hour, were slowly stealing over the wilderness, in consequence of 
the broad and deepening masses of vapor now gathering alons 
the western horizon. And presently, the low, deep rumbling rf 
distant thunder, heralding an approaching shower, reached the 
ears of the company, and increased their anxiety to gain Bome 
opening, at least, before storm and darkness, to say nothing of 
their secret apprehei^ions of more terrible foes, should overtake 
them. Casting an uneasy glance at the lurid and threatening 
aspect of the. heavens, Captain Hendee applied the whip, and 
was urging on his horses to renewed efforts of speed, when his 
arm was suddenly seized by the convulsive grasp of his 
daughter. 

^* Stop ! stop ! father ! '* she exclaimed, in a low, hurried tone, 
'* look at Neshobee ! There is danger near us.*' 

All eyes were at once directed towards the Indian, who was 
now about a dozen rods in front of the carriage. He had turned 
round, and, with quick and eager gestures, was motioning them 
to halt. Instantly reining up the horses, and bringing them to 
a stand, the Captain, with the rest of the company, oontinuedy 
with intense interest and alarm, silently to watch the nK)tions 
of the native, who seemed to be stiU in considerable doubt^ either 
of the nature of the apprehended danger, or of the exact point 
from which it was to proceed. Aflter standing a short time, how 
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erer, in the attitude of listening, slowly turning his head, as his 
eyes were keenly searching the woods around him, he hastily 
started back, and, pointing to a dark thicket nearly abreast of the 
carriage, leaped nimbly behind a tree, and seemed awaiting 
some expected result. The next moment the shrill, quavering 
sounds of the terrific war-whoop, issuing from the coverts in 
every direction, announced to the appalled travellers the fearful 
character of the foe by which they were surrounded. And in 
another instant, a score of painted savages leaped from the 
bushes, and, menacingly brandishing their tomahawks aloft, 
closely invested the carriage. Knowing it would be utterly 
nseless> to attempt any resistance, the old veteran put up the 
pistols, which he had drawn out on the first alarm, and, while the 
shuddering females, with a ierrified glance at the frightful group 
around them, were burying their faces in their hands, very coolly 
proceeded by signs, and such phrases as he supposed might be 
understood, to signify to his assailants that he yielded himself and 
family as prisoners. The captors, having ordered out their pris- 
oners into the road, immediately fell to work with their knives, in 
cutting the harness from the horses, each of which, when released, 
was mounted by one of the enemy, and ridden off into the woods ; 
while the carriage was run into the nearest thicket and concealed. 
The prisoners, including Neshobee, who, in attempting to escape, 
had l)een seized and brought in, were then placed in Indian file, 
alternately with a sufficient number of their captors to guard the 
whole, and marched out of the road the same way in which their 
horses had been previously taken, which soon brought the company 
into an old, overgrown path, leading through the forest in a west- 
erly direction. In this manner our party were urged forward at a 
rapid pace for nearly an hour, during wMch, not a word was uttered 
by either captors or captured, with the exception of Captain Hen- * 
dee, whose irritable temper occasionally broke out in a half-sup- 
pressed anathema, as he jarred a rheumatic limb, while hobbling 
along the rough and frequently obstructed path. At length, to 
the great and unexpected joy of the wearied captives, the cheer- 
ing Hght of an opening broke upon their view, affording hope that 
the fatigues, under which they were nearly ready lo sink, were 
now to be terminated for the night ; and that they ^ere to be 
favored with quarters in some kind of a house, insteaiA.of an 
unsheltered bed of earth in the wilderness, as they had afltici- 
pated. The opening, consisting of thirty or forty acres of land, 
and containing two small log tenements, with a bam of similar 
constraction attached to one of them, was situated along the 
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margin of ft picturesque pond, embedded in a forest of m^yestN 
pines. On entering the clearing, Captain Hendee instantly per- 
ceived from appearances about the cabins, that they had reached 
the head quarters of the gang, who, as he rightly concluded, had 
taken possession of the place since its desertion by the inhabi- 
tants. His horses, that had arrived before him, had been turned 
out, and were now quietly grazing in the field ; while a large 
number of the enemy, nearly equalling that of the party who had 
been engaged in the capture, were scattered about the place, 
some bathing in the pond, some fishing, some pitching quoits, and 
others lounging about the buildings. As he approached this per- 
tion of the enemy, the Captain soon noticed a difierence in the 
appearance of many of them, as contrasted with that of such of 
his captors as had come under his inspection, which, with his ac- 
quaintance with the peculiar motions and demeanor of the natives, 
immediately led him to suspect that a considerable part of the 
band, though painted and habited like Indians, were white men 
in disguise. Ajid he now readily understood that he was indebted 
for his present misfortune to the traitor. Remington, who, being 
secretly connected with this band of Indians and tories, had 
doubtless been employed by them to bring intelligence of the 
approach of such families as should be passing along the road ; 
though why his own family should have been thus particularly 
marked for capture, while others were sufiered to escape, it did 
not at that time occur to him. 

When our party, with their captors, arrived at the first cabin, 
which they reached about dark, they were halted at the door, 
while a consultation was held at some distance aloof between two 
or three, who appeared to have the control of the band ; after 
which, one of them came forward, and, having first caused Nesh- 
obee to be taken to the bam, motioned to the rest of the prisoners, 
except Miss Hendee, who stood in the rear, to enter the house. 
Perceiving it was intended to separate her from her friends, the 
alarmed maiden suddenly darted by her immediate keepers, and 
attempted to reach the door at which her father at that moment 
was entering. A rough hand, however, was instantly extended, 
and, grasping her arm, rudely pulled her back. 

^' Kill me, if you will," she exclaimed, '< kill me, but let me die 
with my friends.** 

" Prisoners can't always be choosers, my proud one," said the 
apparent savage in good English. 

" It is Darrow ! " said Alma, with blanching features, and with 
a look of alarm, which the brandished tomahawk of the Indian 
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had failed 16 call forth. <^ I see it all, and know the design. 
Death I fear not; but such ^ a fate! — Oh ! as you value the 
innocence and eternal peace of your daughter, protect me, my 
father." 

Comprehending the meaning of his daughter, and appreciating 
all her apprehensions, even before she had done speaking, the 
maddened father hastily drew a pistol from his pocket, and dis- 
charged it full at the head of Darrow. The bullet grazed the 
temple of the astounded ruffian, and his locks were slightly singed 
by the burning powder; but he escaped with no other injury. 
Recovering from the shock of the explosion, he hurriedly pulled 
out one of the heavy pistols which hung in his belt, raised it to 
the breast of his unflinching opponent, and, with the look of a 
fiend, was, in the act of taking deliberate aim, when'^the heroic 
girl, who was the innocent cause of the strife, suddenly threw 
herself between her father and the weapon levelled for his 
destruction. After holding the deadly implement in the same 
threatening position nearly a minute, as if deliberating whether 
he would send the bullet through both father and daughter, for 
the sake of wreaking his vengeance on the former, the baulked 
villain with an angry movement thrust the pistol into its place, 
and turning to his men, fiercely exclaimed, 

" Seize 3ie damned old dotard ! Secure him, and let him wait 
for my revenge till I have disposed of this silly jade. She will 
soon find out, I guess, what she has gained by tiie rumpus," he 
added, again grasping the arm of his recoiling victim, and, regard- 
less of her shrieks, roughly dragging her off to the other cabin ; 
while, in obedience to his orders, his painted minions proceeded, 
with demoniac glee, to bind the old gentleman, and thrust him 
with the rest of the prisoners into the house. With the assist- 
ance of his men, several of whom he ordered to attend him, 
Darrow soon succeeded in forcing his half senseless victim to the 
other cabin, situated on the shore of the pond, near the western 
extremity of the clearing ; when, opening the door, he gave her a 
spiteful push, which sent her reeling through the entrance^ at the 
same time gruffly exclaiming, 

" There, madam ! there are your quarters for the present And 
let me just inform your ladyship, that the less fuss you make 
about the matter the better it will be for you." 

With this he drew the door to, and, after posting a guard round 
the house, returned to the main body of his band, who were now 
assembled round the first mentioned house, busily engaged in 
cooking their suppers in the open air, or patching up the leaky 
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roof of the log bam, to protect those from the threatened storm, 
who should be compelled to take quarters in it in consequence 
of the arrangement, which the leaders had seen fit to make, ol 
placing the prisoners in separate houses. 

Afler being left alone, Miss Hendee made an eflTort to regain 
her composure. And having succeeded in a good degree, she 
proceeded, by the dim twilight yet remaining, tp examine the 
interior of the house, containing but a single room on the ground 
floor. Three or four old chairs, a rough pine table, and a straw 
bed laid upon a rudely constructed bedstead, with a couple of 
coarse blankets for covering, constituted all the visible furniture 
of the cabin. With thgse observations, she seated herself in a 
chair, and endeavored to think coolly on the novel and alarming 
situation in which she now found herself placed. From Sher- 
wood's known connection with Darrow, the apparent leader of the 
present band, she had but little doubt that the former was in fact 
the commander of these marauders, or at least the instigator of 
the seizure of herself and family. And in either case, she was at 
no loss to understand that the possession of her person was the 
main, if not the only object, of the present capture. Nor did she 
doubt, for similar reasons, that Sherwood must be near, — proba- 
bly already on the ground. And from the circumstance of her 
being separated from her friends, and confined alone, she felt but 
too fearfully certain that a fate was in reserve for her, on which, 
at the best she could hope for, she shuddered to think. After she 
had remained in this situation awhile, listening to every move- 
ment from without, and starting at the sound of every footstep, 
lest it prove the herald of a visit from Sherwood, which she now 
every moment expected would be paid her, and to which she 
looked forward with a dread, that the anticipated presence of no 
other foe could impart, the door was thrown open, and a man un- 
ceremoniously entered. She hastily rose from her seat and threw 
a look of alarm towards the intruder. A second glance, however, 
told her that he was not the dreaded visitor, but only one of the 
disguised tories come to bring her lights and refreshment Placing 
the torch which he bore in the chimney, the man silently advanced, 
and set a trencher of coarse food on the table ; after which he 
turned, and departed, neither questioning nor questioned. Feel- 
ing no inclination to taste the food, the hapless girl resumed her 
seat, and again gave herself up to the distressing thoughts, which 
her situation was so well calculated to inspire. The last gleams 
of twilight had now faded away, and night had fallen upon the 
earth with almost Egyptian darkness. There was a low, rushing 
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soiuid aoroad, betokening an approaching conflict of the elements. 
The attention of Alma being arrested by these renewed indica- 
tions of the storm, which, for several hours, appeared to have 
been slowly concentrating its forces in the distance, she arose and 
went to a narrow window, that opened upon the dark waters of 
the forest-girt pond. The ominous sounds before heard had given 
place to the more audible murmurs of the troubled air, which in 
fitful and variant undulations, now moaned dismally along the 
ground, and now piped, in brief and broken strains of melancholy 
music, among the tops of the neighboring pines. Large, bladk 
masses of jagged clouds were hurrying through the heavens, 
which were occasionally made visible by slight, quivering flashes 
of the electric fires, partially disclosing the broad outlines of the 
convolving vapor above, and dimly lighting up the dark land- 
scape of wilds and waters beneath. While the maiden was 
kx>king abroad upon this scene of gloomy magnificence, which 
seemed strangely to harmonize with the kindred gloom of her 
own sad and desolate bosom, a bright, but far off flash gleamed 
fiercely athwart her vision. Turning her eyes to the quarter 
whence it proceeded, she beheld a distinct, attenuated, and ribbon- 
like flame approaching from a distant part of the horizon, and 
deftcribing in its apparently slow, and crinkling movement, as it 
came, an arch of fearful splendor across the illuminated heavens. 
The next instant it fell upon the top of a towering dry pine, 
standing on the opposite shore of the pond, and hurled the blaz- 
ing fragments of its giant trunk in every direction over the 
woods, and far into the hissing and bubbling waters around. A 
single stunning report followed, and all without was again dark 
and silent Recoiling at the shock of the deafening concussion, 
and almost blinded by the intensity of the flash, the astounded girl 
turned suddenly from the window, and attempted to grope her 
way back to her seat. Before reaching it, however, a slight noise 
within the room arrested her steps. Pressing her hand upon her 
eyes an instant to enable her to discern the objects in the dimly 
lighted apartment, she sent an apprehensive glance towards the 
door, when, to her unspeakable dismay, she encountered the 
basilisk eyes of Sherwood, who was quietly standing within the 
entrance, and looking upon her with an expression, in which 
guilt, effrontery, and triumph, were singularly blended. 

*^ Leave me ! " she exclaimed, s^ the other now began to 
advance towards her ; " leave me, sir ! "she repeated with all the 
firmness and decision of manner she could command, while she 
gradually retreated to the opposite side of the room. 
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<* Whj should I leave yon, ci^tioas girl,'' he responded in hk 
asual and affectedlj meek and plausible manner, ** whj should I 
leave you, or you desire it, when I am the only friend to whom 
you, or your family, can look for intercession with those into 
whose power yon have fallen ? Having heard of your misfor^ 
tune, I hastened immediately to the spot, and have but this mo» 
ment arrived." 

^ Base dissembler I " said Alma, with an indignation which, for 
the instant seemed to overpower every other deling, " will you 
pretend, sir, that these are not all your doings ? " 

" \VTiy — why, I admit," he replied, considerably disconcerted 
at the question and pointed manner of the other, which led him 
to suppose that she had by some means received a much more 
certain knowledge of his connection with the band than she really 
had ; << I admit that these men belong to a company which I have 
a commission to command. . But I protest, I have had nothing to 
do with your capture. And why should you always be imputing 
to me the worst motives for every action I may perform ? Here, 
now, I come to befriend and save you ; and you receive me only 
with insults ! " 

" I wiU put the sincerity of vour professions to the test, sir,* 
promptly rejoined the other. " If you really came to befriend me, 
and have the power, as you admit, let me go instantly to my father 
and friends." 

^* Why the time has arrived, it strikes me, when I am under 
no very particular necessity of being further dictated," sneenngly 
replied the villain, now throwing off the mask, which he per* 
ceived was serving him but little purpose. '^ I have a certain 
condition to propose, and when you comply with that, neither you 
nor your family are longer prisoners." 

The heart of the wretched ^1 sunk within her, but she made 
no reply. 

" You have not forgotten, probably," resumed the other, ** our 
late interview, n^hen I proposed the fiilfilment of a long settled 
engagement ? — Well, if you have, I have not, nor the manner in 
which my overtures were then treated. But notwithstanding all 
the scorn and abuse I have received^ both from you and your 
father, I still feel disposed to allow vou a chance to fulfil that 
engagement, which, as a prisoner, and in my power,^ more than 
you could reasonably expects I am still willing to ffiike you my 
legal wife ; but it must be done on the spot I have a clergyman 
within call to perform the ceremony. Will you consent ? " 

*^ Never!" replied the indignant and yet unoonquered ^1 
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** What ! consent nnder such circumstances — under the menaces 
here held forth, and the feelings here exhibited ? — I would as 
soon unite myself to a fiend ! consent to such a mockery, intended 
only to disguise violence and outrage, under the sacred rite of 
marriage? Never! While death can be my alternative, O, 
never ! " 

^ But supposing death cannot be your alternative, you foolish 
girl ? " said the miscreant suitor in a taunting tone : " You will 
do well, perhaps, to bear in mind that your person is already in 
my power ; and that I am the one to name your alternative* 
And I shall name one, too, in which I shall be likely to dispense 
with the services of the parson." 

" Monster ! '* exclaimed the aroused maiden, with an energy 
which insulted virtue alone could have excited, "begone with 
your polluting presence, lest the thunders of Heaven, which are 
now angrily rolling over our heads, strike you to the earth in 
vengeance for your meditated villanies ! 

With all the innate baseness and disguised efirontery of his 
nature, Sherwood could not help quwling under the withering 
scorn and almost unearthly majesty which accompanied this bold 
rebuke; and unable to summon the hardihood to proceed any 
further at present, he turned towards the door, muttering as he 
went, 

** Well, we will soon see who is to be balked this time ! Two 
hours," he added, pausing at the threshhold and looking back, 
without, however, venturing to raise his eyes to the face of the 
other, who still stood fearlessly confh)nting him, — ^"just two 
hours shall be allowed you to conclude which of the two alterna- 
tives you will embrace, and in making up your mind, you may as 
well take into consideration, that your father attempted the life of 
my lieutenant, who will require such an inducement as I alone 
can offer him, to make him relinquish his purpose of revenge." 

After the first glad and grateful sensations of relief, which 
came over the feefings of our heroine on being freed from the 
dreadful presence of her relentless persecutor, had passed away, 
all the moral energy, that had sustained her through lier tearful 
trial, forsook her, while, with it, her overstrained nerves, which so 
powerful an excitement had braced for the exigency, gave 
way ; and w|^, Exhausted, and despairing, she tottered across 
the room and uirowing herself upon the miserable pallet, yielded 
herself up, for a while, to the dread certainties of a fate, which 
now even ever-flattering hope could suggest no way of escaping. 
For her family she felt no great apprehensions of any fate much 
24 
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more seTere than that which usuallj falls to the lot of ordinary 
prisonen ; rince the present contest, as she was aware, had sa 
&r heen conducted^ wherever the Indians had been employed, oa 
alt<^ther ditferent principles from the preceding wars in this 
ooantrj. And contenting themselves with plunder, the savages 
had generallj, on making prisoners, delivered them over unharm- 
ed to their white allies, when such onlj as had been found in 
arms were retained, while the rest, especially females and the 
young and aged, were soon dismissed for Uieir homes. ,Nor 
could she believe that either Darrow or Sherwood resdly intended, 
as they had threatened, to make her father an exception for 
an act, which, however hasty it might have been, had resulted in 
no injury. But all these considerations could, in her present 
peculiar situation, be of no avail to herself. An immediate escape, 
or some sudden rescue, were apparently the only means of snatch- 
ing her from the impending doom. And yet how were either of 
these to be effected ? Aiiy attempt to get from the house, 
guarded as it was by posted sentries, the sound of whose footsteps 
firequently reached her ear, she knew would be utterly useless. 
Equally futile also must be the hope of any rescue till long after 
her fate would be dedded. No other resource, therefore, remain- 
ed to her but to face the danger, as terrible as it was to her, even 
in the least abhorrent of the alternatives which had been set 
before her, and persevere in the determination she had already 
announced of resistance unto death. And she earnestly besought 
the great Protector of the innocent and injured, to arm her with 
strength and fortitude to meet the coming trial, or interfere, in 
his mercy, to save her from its terrors and perils. 

While the mind of the almost frantic girl was thus painfully 
engrossed, as she was reclining on the bed with her face buried 
in the clothes, a noise, differing from any thing she had before 
heard, and proceeding from some point above, but seemingly 
neither exactly within nor without the building, had several times 
reached her ear. And now it became too distinct not to attract 
her particular notice. Startled, though as yet not seriously 
alarmed, she hastily rose, and endeavored to ascertain the nature 
of the sounds that had disturbed her. The rain^ which had now 
for some time been heavily pouring to the earth, had extinguished 
the fire, and, while utten^ darkness pervaded the room, nothing 
was to be heard but the ceaseless roar of the desc^ming torrents. 
At length, however, the noise was repeated. It appeared to pro- 
ceed from the flue of the chimney, down which, it soon became 
evident, that something possessing life and motion, was slowly 
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and cautionslj descending into the room ; but whether it was a 
man, or wild beaet, she was unable to determine. Presently the 
mysterious object seemed to reach the hearth. And, in a short 
time, the dark outlines of a seemingly shapeless figure became 
discernible to the perplexed, and now thoroughly frightened 
maiden. Her excited imagination instantly took wing, and in the 
bewilderment of the moment, the motionless object swelled into a 
ferocious monster, preparing to clutch her in his horrid embrace. 
A strange feeling of undefined fear and dread took possession of 
her bosom, and seemed to paralyze all her faculties. . She tried 
to speak, but could utter no sound — to move, but her limbs 
refused to do their office ; while a peculiar, cold, curdling sensa- 
tion, commencing with the crown of her head, settled over her, 
converting her whole system into a helpless, inanimate, and frozen 
mass, alike incapable of thought and action. At that instant a 
Tivid fiash of lightning lit up the room with the brightness of the 
noon-day's sun, and broke the spell that had so strangely enthral- 
led her senses : for, equally to her joy and surprise, she beheld, 
in the object of her alarm, no other than her faithful friend Nesh- 
obee, who, uncertain whether the room might not contain some 
of the enemy as well as his mistress, whom he knew to be con- 
fined here, had squatted in the fire place, after his descent, with 
the view of ascertaining the fact before he should speak or 
advance. 

" Umph ! " uttered the Indian, apparently nearly as much 
relieved as his mistress, at the mutual disclosure. *^ Missus 
Alma speak very no loud," he continued, in a half whisper, as he 
glided noiselessly forward to her side, and laid his hand on her 
arm in token of caution. "Them three tory, what stand for 
watch, all gone fore side for get out of the rain, and so no see 
Neshobee climb up back side and come down chimney. But 
Missus talk soft, them stand close up side, hark um, hear um, 
catch um Neshobee." 

^ " How fares it with my father and the girls — are they still in 
the other house, and yet unharmed ? " eagerly whispered Alma. 

'^ All um there. Them tory and Indian all in the bam when 
the rain come. Leak down, make um jump, crowd thick, so no 
see Neshobee creep away. Me go back side tother house, peep 
through crack, see um there when fiash come bright. Cappen hands 
all tie tight. Him look sorry. Three tother girls lay on straw 
in comer — cry much — all look very scare." 

" And what is to become of uft, Neshobee," asked Alma, mourn- 
fully, as she bmshed away a tear, elicited by the Indian's brief 



280 THS GKBBir MOUKTAnr BOTS. 

bat graphic and touching description of the situation of het 
friends. 

^ Neshobee no get in there for help Cappen and them. But 
me help Missus Alma up chimney, get out and thej no hear s^ 
long the rain pour hard." 

** No, no, Neshobee, it is impossible," replied Alma, after reflect- 
ing a moment on the proposal of her friend, who had run such 
risks to rescue her. Could I succeed in getting out upon the 
house, my light dress, if nothing else, would betray us to the 
guards, and we should both be taken. And even could I escape, 
how could I withstand an exposure all night in the woods to tJiis 
dreadful storm ? No, Neshobee, leave me to my fate, which will 
probably be decided long before you can be the means* of our 
rescue. But my poor father and the girls you may perhaps be 
instrumental in saving. Then go, Neshobee. — If you succeed 
in escaping from this place, proceed directly to our army at 
Hconderoga, and tcU them that we are prisoners to Sherwood 
and Darrow, with a band of toiies and Indians. Tell Colonel 
Warrington, or Captain Selden, that father's life is threatened — 
that I — O, heavens ! but let my situation be passed over. And 
should they send a force to deliver us, as I know they will, you 
can guide it to the spot Now do n*t hesitate to leave me, my 
faithful friend, — to leave me to the care of Heaven," she added, 
laying her hand on the other's shoulder and gently pushing him 
towards the avenue by which he descended into the room. 
"Don't delay an instant. Oo, and I wiH ask the blessing of a 
good Providence to speed you qn your way." 

" Me go," laconically responded the native vanishing from the 
sight of his mistress in the darkness, and silently ascending the 
chimney. 

After anxiously Kstening a few moments to the cautious egress 
of her messenger, and satisfying herself that he had reached the 
ground, and . escaped undiscovered, the unhappy girl once more 
returned to her homely couch, — not there, however, to find repose 
or any alleviation of the woes that so deeply oppressed her feel- 
ings. The distracting apprehensions, from which her mind had 
been in some measure diverted by the presence of her humble 
friend, now, on his departure, returned with ten-fold forc^ to her 
mind. And a feeling of utter loneliness and desolation took pos- 
session of her desponding bosom. Conscious that the time set by 
Sherwood for his return, to execute one of the dreadful alterna- 
tives with which he had brutally menaced her, was now nearly 
at hand, and her feelings becoming, at the maddening thought| 
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too intense to permit her to remain longer quiet, she arose, and 
again took her station at the little window. The storm cload still 
girt darkly and heavily the whole visible horizon ; and the ele- 
ments were in fearful commotion. The howling of the blast, as 
it swept over the vexed wilderness, attended by the crash of fall- 
ing trees, the deep, but varying roar of the deluging torrents of 
wind-driven rain, and loud over all, the terrific peals of bursting 
thunder, preceded by flashes of lightning that seemed to envelope 
earth and heaven in a blaze, came mingling on the senses in 
awful tumult. And yet the scene, as awful as it was, and would 
have been to her under ordinary circumstances, had no terrors for 
the wretched captive now ; — nay, as the forked lightnings were 
leaping from cloud to doud, and darting to the earth in terrific 
gambols around her, she felt a strange pleasure in their fearful 
proximity. And regarding them as the instruments of Heaven, 
which might, perhaps, be commissioned for her deliverance, she 
often, during that dreadful hour, under the wild impulses of maid- 
enly terror and despair, with which the recurring thoughts of her 
situation filled her, involuntarily stretched forth her hand towards 
the deeply charged clouds, as if to invoke the fatal shaft to descend, 
and snatch her from a doom to which death were a boon of 
mercy. But that Heaven to which she was looking to relieve her 
thus, had reserved her for another fate : the storm rolled heavily 
away, and left her beauteous form unscathed. The rain at length 
ceased ; and the. lightnings, as they played along the black para- 
pet of clouds, that lay piled in the east, shone with less dazzling 
fierceness, and only to show the ravages which the tempest had 
left behind. As mute and desponding, the lovely captive stood 
with her eyes still vacantly riveted on the receding storm, she, 
daring the continuance of a bright and lingering flash of lightning, 
cast her eye obliquely towards the quarters of her enemies, when 
she caught a glimpse of a man picking his way along the half 
flooded path leading to her cabin, whom she instantly recognized 
to be the dreaded Sherwood. A deadly sickness came over her, 
her brain begun to whirl, and she sunk senseless on the floor. 
24* 
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CHAPTER XI. 



B«iaealh0d fiNMi UMdiBg rin to MM, 
Thoofb iMflcd ofk, to «fer vtm." 



Whii«c tlie incidents last described were tnuispiring, an event 
occmred, whidi spread eonetemation and alarm over all the 
neighboring coantrj. This was, the unexpected evacimtion of 
the important fortress of Hconderoga, to which the American! 
seemed to have confidentlj looked as a barrier which was to 
interpose an effectual check to the farther progress of Bmgojne 
in that quarter. But whatever may have been said of the 
remissness of General St Clair, in suffering the enemy to gain I 
these advantages which compelled him, for the salvadon of his 
army, to evacuate that post^ and whatever disasters were imme- 
diately occasioned by the mov^nent, the final consequence! 
which resulted from die event, proved highly auspicious to the 
American arms : For while it inspired the British G-eneral with 
an undue confidence of success, «id caused him to push rashly 
into the heart of the country, it at once aroused the Americans 
from the apathy, with which they seemed to have viewed the 
approach of the invading army, and kindled up the flagging 
spirit of patriotism to a pitch of enthusiasm that soon brought 
the rallying bands of the hardy yeomen of the north to the post 
of danger, and led to that series of brilliant achievements whidi 
terminated in the entire overthrow of this formidable array of 
British power. ^ 

Scarcely had St Clair succeeded, under cover of darknessM 
in reaching the eastern shore of the lake, and getting his army ^ 
in motion for the interior, before an active pursuit was com- I 
menced by General Frazier, witli a large detachment of British 
regulars, followed by General Reidesel with most of the Bruns- 
wick forces. The Americans, however, kept some miles in 
advance of the enemy through the day ; and St Clair, vrith the 
main body of his troops, pushed forward that night as fiir ai 
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Castleton, leaving the rear guard of the army, consisting of 
about a thousand men, under the command of Colonel Warring- 
ton, on the road some distance behind, where he encamped at a 
farm-house within three miles of the place which was the same 
night occupied by the lawless gang of Sherwood and their unfor- 
tunate captives, all parties being equally ignorant of their vicinity 
to each other. 

With this glance at the situation of our army, with whose 
movements were more or less closely linked the destinies of all 
those whose individual fortunes we have undertaken to follow, 
"we will now go on with our tale, Which the crowding events of 
the next twenty-four hours were destined to bring to its catas- 
trophe. And leaving our fair and persecuted captive in the 
happy state of insensibility, in which we last described her, we 
will now follow her trusty messenger on his adventurous way to 
the American army, winch both he and his mistress supposed 
was still posted at Ticonderoga, some twenty miles distant. 

Happily succeeding in leaving the cabin and gaining an adjoin- 
ing field, undiscovered by the guards, Neshobee, after stopping a 
moment to pitch his course, plunged directly into the tangled and 
dripping wilderness lying along the northern borders of the pond. 
Pausing at every considerable interval of darkness, that still 
almost impenetrably shrouded the earth, and darting forward by 
the views which the fast flashing lightning afforded, he threaded 
the difficult mazes of the forest with a rapidity rwely attainable 
by any but natives of the wilds. Passing round the western 
extremity of the pond, and bending his course in a more south- 
erly direction, an hour's travelling brought him to the great mili- 
tary road leading directly to the lake. The storm having now 
eeased, he hastily stripped off his drenched garments, wrung out 
the water to enable hun to run with more expedition, reinvested 
himself, and again set off at a long trot down the road towards 
his supposed destination. It was to be his fortune, however, to 
travel but a short part of the distance for which he had prepared 
^himself: For, after proceeding about a mile along the now 
^ miobstructed way with a speed to which his feverish anxiety lent 
wings, he came to a large opening, which presented the unex- 
pected appearance of numerous dimly-burning fires scattered 
through an extensive field. Stop^ng short at a spectacle so 
unusual under the present circumstances, the cautious native 
immediately put his ear to the earth, and listened long and 
intently. A low, mingled hum, as of a hashed and reposing 
multitude, rose in a scarce perceptible murmur on the air ; and 
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toon the slight jar of measured footsteps, resembling ^e distant 
tread of slowlj-pacing sentinels, became distinguishable to his 
acute senses. No longer doubting the presence of an encamped 
army in the opening, but wholly ignorant of its character, he 
cautiously crept forward, rising, from time to time, to discover, if 
possible, without exposing himself, whether it was a friendly or 
hostile force, which he had thus unexpectedly encountered. 
Keeping within the range of a stump, or some object by the 
road-side, to screen his approach, he crawled along about a dozen 
rods, and again paused for a more careful observation. The 
clouds were now rapidly breaking away, and, in the increasing 
light, he was soon enabled to trace the outlines of a sentry, 
standing motionless as a post in the middle of the road, but a few 
rods ahead. While he thus lay, tasking his vision to discover 
something in the dress, arms, or appearance of the man, from 
which the fact he sought to know might be inferred, the waning 
moon shone out through the parting clouds, and disclosed to the 
startled Indian the British uniform of the sentry, and at the 
same time the numerous tents of the enemy dotting the fields in 
the distance beyond. The first thought of Neshobee, on making 
this alarming discovery, was to secure a retreat from this danger- 
ous vicinity to the sentinel, though he was wholly at a loss what 
course he should now take to find those to whom he had been 
despatched for succor. But his doubts in this respect were set at 
rest by information he the next moment obtained from an unex- 
pected quarter : For, while he lay anxiously watching a doud 
that was neltring the moon, and promised in a few moments again 
to obscure her light, which now made it hazardous for him to 
move from his position, a soldier approached to relieve the one 
on guard. 

*' Well, Tom," said the soldier, just arrived, ** you have had a 
devil of a drenching this bout, hav n't you ? Why I what ! has 
the man turned to stone ? Say, Tom, why do n't you answer 
me?" 

'' Oh, yes, yes," replied the other, a]*ousing himself from his^ 
stupor, " yes, wet enough — a ghastly time I *ve had of it, Jerry,fl 
since I've been out here. Hang me, if I hav n't got quite ] 
enough of this chasing the Yankees into the bush. I wish 't wa^ ' 
over. But do you know the orders for to-morrow ? " | 

" Why to chase the d — ^n'd rebels till we take them, besure. 
Our Captain has just returned from Greneral Frazier's quarters; 
and he says they have had a sort of go-between, by the name of 
Remington, who came directly from the Yankee camp, and 
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brought word that the main body of the rebels have got about 
ten miles ahead, while a regiment or two, under a Colonel War- 
rington, are encamped within a league of us on the road. And 
the plan is, I believe, to move on, at daylight, to the attack of 
the nearest force. And if the main body return to the rescue, 
why, we have General Reidesel, with a plenty of Hessians, a 
few miles behind, to back us: so very likely we may get a 
tolerable bush fight out of it, before it is over, particularly as this 
Warrington, they say, is a fellow of grit ; and his men are mostly 
Green Mountain Boys, who have more of the regular-built bull- 
dog about 'em thsip. anything the Yankees have got in their raga- 
muffin army." 

*' Well, Jerry," replied the other, in accents partaking some- 
what of the doleful, " I can't exactly tell how 't is, but if we do 
have a battle, I have a notion I shan't live through it." 

" Why, what makes you think so, Tom ? " 

" Oh, I do n't know -\ I feel it creeping over me ; and that 
aint all, I am very sartain — 'deed I could swear to it — that I 
saw a shape out there in the road yonder, a little while ago, that 
rose up right out of the ground, and then kinder stood quivering 
a minute, and vanished. I expect it was my spirit, Jerry." 

" Pooh ! man, your liver must have got water-soaked here in 
the rain, to make you down in the mouth about such whimsies. 
Here, take a suck at my canteen. There ! now back to your 
tent, your pluck will be up by morning." 

Animated by the cheering intelligence he had gathered from 
the conversation above detailed, every word of which had reached 
his attentive ears, the native slowly and noiselessly withdrew 
from the spot in the now favoring darkness, till fairly beyond the 
sight and hearing of the gyard: when he began rapidly to 
retrace his way along the road towards the American encamp- 
ment, to which we will now repair in anticipation of his arrival. 

It was a calm and cloudless morning that ushered in the day 
80 long remembered in Vermont for the sanguinary conflict of 
Hubbu*dton, which proved so destructive to the boastful itnd 
haughty foe, while it widely scattered the weeds of woe throughout 
her infant settlement* The sun had just burst over the long 



* There was no engagement in oar revolation, perhaps, which exhibited 

tach determined energy and resolution on the part of the Americans, as the 

« battle of Hnbbardton; and jet there was no one, of which the results are 

more obscurely or incorrectly stated by our leading historians, — most of 

them making oar loss from 200 to 300, and that of the British from 100 to 
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rmnge of eastern oioudUuiis, whose broad, empurpled sides la^ 
looming in the distance^ and a thousand spariding exhalations 
were rising from the storm-beaten encampment of the Green 
Mountain Boys. Though deeply worn and fatigued by the forced 
march of the previous day, and drenched to the skin thraogfa ths 
night, yet the troops were already in motion, eagerly engaged in 
preparing themselves for whatever emergency might follow, and 
while hasidly snatching their moming^s repast, many an eye was 
turned anxiously towards the quarters of Uieir gallant com- 
mander, where it was understood a eoundl of war was being 
held, to determine whether to continue their flight after the main 
army or remain to give battle to the pursuing enemy. At length 
the officers were seen emerging from the quarters in qaestioo, 
and with quickened steps returning to their respective oorps, 
while the increased activitv which succeeded throoghoat ^ 
camp indicated the importance <^ the result now communicated. 

^ Well, Captain Sekten," said Warrington, as rousing himself 
from the reverie into which be had £Bdlen after the council had 
broken up, he looked around and observed that his confidential 
friend now remained with him in the apartment, ^ what do you 
think of the argument of Hale, and those who so strenuously 
opposed our proposition of making a stand against the enemy?'' 
* ^ Quite as well of their arguments as their patriotism, 
Colond," promptly answered ibe person addressed. ^ Shaks- 
peare never better evinced his knowledge of the human heart 
than when he put into the mouth of one of his secretly craven 
boasters the salvo argument that ' discretion is the better part o£ 
valor.' " 

" The inference is a sharp one. Captain, but I fear me, too well 
deserved. There was one thing, l^pwever, which gratifled me: 
not a single* officer from the Green Mountains opposed the prop- 
osition. And it is so with the troops of my regiment. I was 
out among them this morning by dayli^it, to gather their feelings 
on this subject ; and, though the poor fellows were wet, weary, 

200. But if they had reversed the statement thev would not even then have 
done jostiee to oar gallant troops. Ethan Allen, m his narrative, says : " Onr 
loss was about 30 killed, and that of the enemy amounted to 300 killed, 
including a Major Grant. The enemy's loss I learnt from the confession 
of their own officers, when a prisoner among them. I "h^ard them like* 
wise complain that the Green Mountain Boys ' took sight* " After a diligent 
enquixy I am satisfied that Colonel Allen's statement is substantially a cop 
rectone. 
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•od war-worDy I found our Green Mountain Boys nniversallj 
burning for the encounter." 

^ There is no doubt of it. But after all, Colonel, I fear these 
preachers of prudence were prophesying by instinct, when they 
VM us we had a bloody day's work before us. The force we are 
sure -to encounter is, perhaps, more than double our own ; and 
we know not how many mcure are on tiieir way to reinforce 

^ I am aware of all this. But as soldiers can we longer endare 
the thought of being driven before the foe ? — as citizens and 
' settlers of these our Qiountain homes, can we see the enemy 
inarching into the heart of our country, and strike no blow for its 
protection ? As little as the people expected our evacuation of 
Tioonderoga, much less will they expect us to c^^ntinue a flight, 
which will soon leave the whole settlement exposed to the rav- 
ages of the merciless minions oi Burgoyne. With my own regi- 
ment alone, I can n^ake a successful stand against the force which 
immediately menaces us with an attack ; and if more arrive, the 
reinforcements which St Ciair will surely send us, when our ex- 
press shall reach him, will be in season for the rescue." 

" Gen. St. Clair may send us a reinforcement, but — " 

^' May ? he must 1 And if he does, and will send another force 
round into the rear to cut off the enemy's retreat, they are all ours 
before sunset. Think you Ethl^ AUem would be found longer 
skulking before the foe, or, if in St Clair's command, would 
miffer a man of them to return to the lake alive, or uncap- 
tured ? " 

^ Never I but Ethan Allen is not our generaL And the man 
who suffered the enemy to get possession of every commanding 
post round Ticonderoga till we had good reason to evacuate, may 
still, like some of his humble imitators in our counqji just now, 
think it prudent to take care of himself, and leave us to do the 
same." 
. At this moment the sergeant of the guard entered the door. 

" Colonel," said he, " we have taken a prisoner this morning, 
who came from the direction i)f the enemy ; and though he pro- 
fesses fair, and pretends busmess with you, yet having no pass, 
or papers of any kind, and refusing to give any further account 
of himself, we have kept him under guard, till we thought you 
might have leisure to examine him." 

" What is he, — a British soldier ? " 

" No — an Indian, or part Indian, I should think." 
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'^ Bring him here, instantl j * said WarringUm, with an ezpret- 
tion of inlerest. 

The sergeant aeoofdingl j 1^ the apartment, and in a few mo- 
ments retamed with Neshobee bj his side, when, upon an intima- 
tion from his superior, he withdrew, leaving his priscKier and the 
two oflloers hj themselvea. 

*^ Neshobee, m j good fellow," exclaimed Warrington, advano- 
ing to the native, and shaking him cordiall j bj the hand, ^ I hope 
thej have not misosed joo ; hot how came 70a here ? ** 

^ Me come for purpose find you. Missns Alma — ** 

^ Alma Hendee ! where is she ? " eagerly interrapted the 
ColoneL 

The Indian then related to his astonished anditors, in his peea- 
0^ manner, th% pardcolars of the capture of the Hendee familj, 
and an of the subsequent occurrences which had ccMne to lus 
knowledge till he reached the American encampment. 

^ Execrable villain ! " exclaimed Warrii^on with unusual 
bitterness, after a few questions and answers respecting the num- 
ber and equipment of Sherwood's gang had been rapidly ex- 
changed between the excited officers and the native, ^ execrable 
villain ! but his triumph shall be a short one !" 

^ God grant it ! " responded Selden with the same spirit, ^ but 
what do you propose, Colonel ? " 

^ To proceed instantly to thei/ camp, storm it, and rescue the 
captives within this hour — if possible, within this very hour ! " 

^ And you are willing to risk, even at this emergency, the 
absence of men enough to accompHsh it ? " 

^I must, — as much as we may need them, I must risk it* 
And would to God, that my duties would permit me to head them 
against this farrago of fiends incarnate. — Will you perform the 
service, Captain Selden ? " 

** Most joyfully." 

" Gro, then. Take your company, including Jones and as many 
of his scouts as you think best. If you succeed, furnish the 
family with an escort to a place of safety, or bring them to the 
rear of the army, as circumstances shall dictate. — Stay, Selden, 
a moment," he continued approaching the side of the spirited and 
impatient young officer, and speaking in a low confidential tone, 
" I am well aware that this may be a day of danger — of death, 
to many of us — Tell that lovely girl her frank and noble expla- 
natioi. has been received and appreciated — that my heart haa 
ever been, and is now doubly hers — that if I survive, I will 
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soon be hj her side, and if I fall, my last thoughts will be apon 
her." 

At that instant the quickly successive reports of a dozen mus- 
kets in the direction of the expected enemy broke the stillness of 
the morning, announcing a collision between the opposing out- 
posts, and the battle at hand. 

^ To arms I " exclaimed the commander, rushing out into the 
open air, and leaping upon his charger, that caparisoned and 
ready for his gallant rider, stood impatiently pawing the ground 
at the door, " to arms, instantly to arms ! " 

As the loud, and thrilling tones of the well known voice of 
their idolized leader rung through the camp, falling upon the ears 
of the aroused and excited troops, every man sprang for his mu» 
ket, and the busy quiet, that one moment before had reigned 
through the tented lines, was at once changed into the noisy din 
of preparation. Captain Selden, in accordance with the arrange- 
ment just settled between him and his superior, hastily formed 
his company, briefly informed his men of the object of their pro- 
posed expedition, and, amidst the clangor of rattUng steel and 
rolling drums, mingled with the stem, brief words of OHnmand* 
filed off rapidly across the field towards the northern forest, and, 
with Neshobee as guide, soon disappeared within its borders. 

Let us now return to the oaptured. The first object that 
saluted the eyes of our hapless heroine, on recovering her con- 
sciousness, was the dimly seen figure of Sherwood standing in the 
door-way, in the attitude of one whose attention on entering had 
been suddenly 'arrested by some unexpected sight or sound 
behind him. The next instant a man on horseback came dashing 
up furiously to the spot. Hastily closing the dooi behind him, 
Sherwood immediately advanced to the side of the halted horse- 
man ; when the following dialogue distinctly reached the ears of 
the eager listener within. 

" Captain Sherwood — ain't it ? " 

" Yes — Remington, I believe, from the voice ? — Well, what 
news ? " 

" I mportant — great — glorious ! ** 

«Aha, whatisit?" 

« The rebels have evacuated Ti ! "* 

« The devil ! and all escaped ? " 

" Every scoundrel of them, but their race is nearly up." 

« Why ? How ? Where are they ? " 

« St Clair, with the bulk of them made shift to posh on lo 
Castleton by dark, — Warrington with a regiment or two, now 
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Hes eneamped at Seleck's fann right against as over on the tniH* 
tarj road. Gen. Frader, who f<^owed hard on their tracks throng 
the day, lies at Lacj's Camp, with his brigade ; and Bed Hazle 
and his Jarmans are bat a few miles behind." 

"" And what is Frazier's plan ? " 

** To move apon Warringtcm at daylight ; and he tc^ me to 
tell 700 to be on hand when the attack is made, -;- flank the 
rebels in the woods, and keep on ahead of them to cut off their 
retreat. Bat the order , need n't interfere with your bnsinesB 
here," added the traitor, with a knowing diuckle, pointing towards 
the house with one hand, and giving his master a significant 
nodge with the other : — There 's no need of yoor marehii^ 
bafore break of day ; so yoo see you 11 have time to — " 

" Hush ! spe& lower, you prying devil, — she 11 ^ear you." 

^ Well, wdl ; but what is to be my share for this nights 
job?" 

" British gold, — Bnrgoyne will see to that." 

^ Yes, I know that ; but I mean w;hat share of the same kind 
of coin that you are about to make free with ? — You uiiderstand 
me, hey ? " 

^ Tl»t 's asking more than you have any right to expect, Bem- 
ington." 

^ The hell it is ! I know there is game to be had, and if I can't 
have my share, when my betters are helping themselves, I'll 
know the reason why, by — " 

^ Yes, but do n't get in a passion about it : Something of the 
kind may be effected for yon, perhaps. The Scotch girl is promr- 
ised to Darrow ; but there are two maids. It can be managed, 
possibly — " 

" To-night ? " 

" Why, — why, not very conveniently — if you will delay it 

till t#-morrow night but hush ! hush ! who is that ? — who is 

that coming in such haste ? " — hurriedly exclaimed Sherwood, 
as startled by the sound of rapidly approaching footsteps, he 
looked round and distinguished the figure of some one hastily 
making his way towards tiiem. 

^ It is the lieutenant's gait," observed Bemington, whose mta- 
ation on his horse enabled him best to determine the point in 
question. " And it is Darrow, too, ain't it ? " « 

^ Yes, I am the chap," responded the ruffian striding up to 
the spot. " Where is the Captain ? — O here ! Jake, the devil 
is to pay I " 

^' What is the matter ? " eagerly asked Sherwood* 
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*< Why, it may be matter enough for us soon, if what Berning* 
toirhere sajs about the rebels being so near us, is true — Hen* 
dee's cursed Indian has escaped ! ** 

'' Hell and furies ! Bill, who suffered that ? '^ 

^' The lubberij curse that you set to guard the red scamp in 
■ the comer of the bam got asleep, I s'pose ; and the confusion and 
crowding caused by the storm prevented anyone else firom seeing 
to it." 

** How long has he been gone ? " 

** These two hours, for aught I can ascertain." 

^ Did you see anything that could be taken for the imp, on 
your route, Remington ? " 

^ No Captiun. As soon as I found the rebels were on the 
road, I rode several miles round, in by-roads, to readi the British' 
camp." 

" Well, Darrow, we must move," said Sherwood after musing a 
moment : " I know that fellow welL He will know what to do 
without being told, and will be as cunning as Satan in bringing it 
about. In beating about for help to rescue the family, he will 
learn Warrington's position, which ten to one he has reached 
before this. Tou, as well as I, can guess what will come next 
Within an hour, a hundi*ed of Warrington's bull dogs may be 
upon us, with ambuscades in every direction around us. We 
must march, and that instantly. Our private plans. Bill, must be 
deferred till another night And, by that time, I am thinking 
there wont be enough left of the damned scoundrel, or his men, 
to trouble us. We will take to the hill on the south end of the 
pond yonder. The moon is coming out ; and this breeze will 
shake the water from the trees, so that we can make our way 
comfortably. Gro forward, Darrow, and be mustering the men. 
Remington, let me mount that horse, till we enter the woods. 
Guards ! ho ! you may close up round the house now, anckin a 
few moments we will relieve you of your charge." 

If ever an offering of unfeigned, unmingled gratitude ascended 
to Heaven from the lips 0^ mortals for boon bestowed, it was that 
of Alma Hendee, as on bended knees she poured out the incense 
of her gushing and grateful heart to her divine Preserver for this 
temporary deliverance from the perils that so nearly threatened 
her. She had •scarcely risen from her devotions, when a messen- 
ger from Sherwood's quarters entered, and summoned her to 
attend him to the other cabin. She obeyed with cheerful alacrity 
and, in a few moments more, was in the silent embrace of her 
friends, receiving the low murmured caresses and blessings of 
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her orerjo jed father, ba whose bcMom she laj sobbing till inter* 
inpled bj the stern, harsh voice of Darrow at the door, command- 
ing them an to come forth, to be taken along with the band in the 
movement which had bees so hastilj concerted bj the abirmed 
leaders! 

On emerging frmn the house the prisoners foond the entire 
band of their captors drawn up in the yard, waiting only to 
receire them before commencing the contemplated march. And, 
after the former had been ordered to take their places near the 
centre of the line, separated from each other hj the idtemate 
intermingling of guards as <m the aftemoon*s march, Uie whole 
moved aalenUj forward across the pasture in the direction pre- 
Tioodlj mentioned by their leader. When they arrived at the 
outskirts of the cleanng, Sherwood relinquished the horse, upon 
which he had thus far superintended the march, to Remington, 
and, aAer sending off the latter on some secret destination, took 
his station at the head of his forces, and plunged directly into the 
forest. After many vrindings through the pathless and still drip- 
ping woods, for the purpose of confusing or misleading their 
enemies, in any attempts which might be made to follow this trail, 
they bore down towards the pond, and soon struck into an old 
Indian path running along the margin of the water towards the 
south. In thi^ they slowly pursued their dark, and often difficult 
way, till day-light ; whoi arriving at the southern extremity of 
the pond, aiul being here, as they believed, out of the reach of any 
immediate danger from pursuit, they withdrew a short distance 
from the vicinity of the water, and halted to wait the operations 
of the hostile armies, being now within a short distance of the 
clearing in which the action was expected to take place. 

After scouts had been despatched to watch the movements of 
Warrington's forces, and sometime spent in inspecting their arms, 
and preparing them for instant service, the band, at the intima- 
tion of their leaders, proceeded to partake of a hasty repast, con- 
sisting mostly of bread and dried meats, which each produced 
from his own knapsack, with the exception of the officers and 
captives, for the supplying of whom one of Captain Hendee's 
horses, loaded with provisions and tent-cloths, had followed in ^ 
rear. A scanty portion of this kind of food, with a gourd-shell 
of water, was, after a while, sent to the faint and wearied prison- 
ers by Sherwood, who seemed studiously to avoid coming Mmself 
into their immediate presence. The meal was partaken by the 
c^tives in gloomy silence, which, except here and there in the 
ribald jest of a tory, or the low guttural grunt of a savage, waft 
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imitated by the mongrel gang of ferocious and brutal looking fel- 
lows around them. 

Scarcely had they finished their homely repast, when a rattling 
peal of distant musketry, followed by the sound of rolling drums 
furiously beating to arms, came looming through the forest, 
awakening the echoes of hill and dell for miles around, and start- 
ling both captives and captors by the sound, now well understood 
by all as the herald of the approaching conflict 

" To the hills ! forward to a station on the hills ! * loudly shouted 
Sherwood, now for the first time openly exercising the command 
in the presence of the prisoners. 

Hastily forming a line of march, Sherwood, with quick and 
eager steps led his men up the ragged steeps towards his pro- 
posed station, leaving the brutal Darrow, who had charge of the 
rear, in which the captives were now placed, to goad on the infirm 
old captain, and the tender and already exhausted females, to keep 
pace with the rest. Afler a rapid and fatiguing march of half an 
hour, at almost every step of which the forest around them waa 
resounding to the roar of the thickening conflict on the plains to 
the right, they reached the summit of a wood covered hill, which 
overlooked the extensive opening to the west, now occupied as 
the scene of action by the contending armies. Immediately 
detaching about a dozen of his most trusty tories with Darrow at 
their head to guard the prisoners, Sherwood, with the remainder 
of his force, proceeded some forty or fifty rods down the hill, and 
took his station in the bushes bordering the opening, to wait a 
favorable opportunity to cooperate with his British friends. The 
guard, on the departure of Sherwood, wishing to take a stand 
themselves where they could witness the battle, ordered the cap- 
tives forward to the brow of the hill, and permitted them to take 
seats upon the edge of a oUff which afforded them, through the 
openings of the overhanging foliage, a distinct view of the field 
of conflict A grand and thrilling spectacle now burst upon their 
view. At the distance of less than a mile, in the broad field 
beneath them, stood the plain and hardy sons of liberty, unflinch- 
ingly engaged face to face, and often arm to arm, in deadly strife 
wiih the gorgeous and disciplined bands of their outnumbering 
foes, — the fluttering standards and glittering arms of wheeling 
squadrons now flashing in the mpniing sun, and now enveloped in 
clouds of* eddying smoke, as the fires of a thousand death-tubes 
blazed fiercely along the opposing lines ; while hill and forest 
around seemed rocking responsive to the deafening thundere of 
the embattled plain. With an interest equally intense, but with 
25* 
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emotions widely different, was the scene witnessed hj Urn 
little group of captives: for while Alma and Jessj gased in 
silent awe upon the fearful spectacle, trembling and amazed at 
the tremendous din that rose from the spot, and with boscxns pain- 
fully beating with secret anxiety for the fate of thek* betrothed 
lovers, engaged, as they believed, in the hottest of the strife, and 
exposed every instant, to the missiles of death, or already wa- 
tering in their gore among the dying and dead, — while, with 
such agitating emotions gazed they upon the scene, Captain Hen- 
dee watched the progress of the contest with the experiei^ped eye 
of a soldier, and with a view to its general results. For neariy 
an hour the battle raged with unmitigated fyry. Alternately 
driving and driven, the contending foes, without any permanent 
advantage to either, fiercely disputed for the mastery of the field ; 
while volley after volley, bursting in rapid succession along the 
serried lines of the opposing fronts continued to sweep the plain 
with the leaden tempest, covering it with heaps of the dying and 
the dead. At lengUi there was a momentary lull in the din of 
battle. Even the " stormy music " of the shriek-drowning drum 
for an instant ceased to send up its monotonous roar from the 
field of conflict And all beneath the broad and veiling cloud of 
smoke, that hung over the spot, at first seemed as silent as if that 
cloud had been a pall for an army of the dead. The next mo- 
ment, however, a sound reached the quick ears of the female 
captives, more fearful than the thunders of battle. 

'*' List ! what is that ? " asked the girls, with a simultaneous 
exclamation, and looks of horror, as the piercing and mingled 
wail of many voices came wafUng on the breeze with awful dis- 
tinctness to the ear. ^ Oh, father, what dreadful sound is that ? " 
repeated Alma, with a shudder. 

The old gentleman, whose less acute organs had not been 
affected by tiie . sound, without replying, turned an ear towards 
the fatal field. The same hideous, though low and distance-mel- 
lowed screech, came up again from the spot with the succeeding 
undulation of the fitful breeze, but was the next instant lost in a 
fresh burst of martial music, which once more sent its swelling 
roar over the surrounding hills. 

" It is the cries of the wounded ! " said the Captain, turning 
to his unheeding auditors, for they sat with their hands tightly 
pressed upon their ears to exclude the abhorrent sound. " But 
it is over — it is over now," he continued, motioning them to 
withdraw their hands. 

Understanding the gesture rather than the words, the girls 
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IfeesiMingl/ luiBtopped their ears, and turned a mute and startled 
look of enquiry npon the Captain. 

^< It was the groans of the wounded," resumed the Captain. 
^ It is, indeed, a dreadful sound to one not inured to the horrors 
o€ war. The finst time I ever heard it, I well remember, it made 
TBj hair rise upright on my head, and filled me with more terror 
and dread than the bullets of the enemy. But it does not often 
occur, and should never, as it disheartens the men ; yet it will 
sometimes Imppen, when some sudden change in the order of 
iMkttle is taking place on both sides at the same moment." 

^ And do you suspect any important change is about to take 
place in the present battle, father ? " anxiously enquired Alma. 

^ I do, child. I can perceive there is a movement going on 
among our troops. There I do you see that officer dashing at 
foil speed along the lines, as he occasionally appears in the 
openings of the lifting smoke? He is railing and forming 
for a fresh onset, and is probably the chief in command, who 
you understood was to be — " 

** It is ! it is he ! " exclaimed Alma, with trembling eagerness. 
^ Tes, it is he, and yet spared, thank Heayen I " she added, 
checking herself, and sinking her voice into an almost inaudible 
' whisper, ^ but oh ! the perUs which the next moment may sur- 
round him ! " and she buried her face in her hands to conceal her 
emotion. 

" Well, whether Warrington or another," observed the Captain, 
<* the officer in command there is winning glory for himself and 
his country. I have never seen a defence against a superior 
force conducted with more ability than he has displayed, nor a 
field disputed with more determined intrepidity than this by the 
men under him ; at least by all those who have yet engs^ed. 
But there is one battalion standing aloof by the copse, yonder, 
whose movements I neither understand nor like. I wonder who 
they are?" > 

^ That is Colonel Hale's regiment," said a voic^ from the rear, 
^ We have no great fears of him, or his men ; but them dare- 
devils in the thickest of it, there, are Green Mountain Boys, and 
I '11 own — but they 've got to knuckle soon, for Red Hazle can't 
now be mor^ than a mile or so ofi^, and then — " 

The Captain turned his head, and beheld in the speaker the 
traitor Remington, who had arrived unperceived, and now stood 
unblushin^y, and with a malicious and exulting leer, looking 
him in the face. The double-faced villain, however, was met 
by the dd veteran with such a withering look of scorn and con* 
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tempt, at caused lum to pause in his remarks, aad soon to slink 
away behind the guards. 

Muttering a few deep and bitter curses upon the object of his 
aversion, on whom he looked as the despicable instnm&ent of Ini 
present misfortunes Captain Hendee again tamed to wat<^ the 
progress of the battle. 

^ Keep your ejes on the field, girls," said the old gentleman, 
aAer closely scanning the appearance of the belligerent forces a 
moment ^ They are evidently on the eve of some important 
evolution. There I see there ! there goes the fire of our whole 
line upon them in a single blaze I Ah ! that fire must have told 
dreadfully on the enemy ! " he continued, with an exulting air, 
while waiting for the dispersion of the smoke, that, curling its 
wavy folds over the American lines, at this terrible volley, eon- 
' cealed for an instant both them and their foes completely from 
view. ** Yes, dreadfully, as they acknowledge, by not returning 
the fire. There, you can just see their scarlet lines now, — and 
in confusion ! — staggering and recoiling in confusion, as I live I 
And, by Jupiter ! see ! how like lightning the black masses of 
the continentals are throwing themselves into columns ! They 
charge ! they charge ! Heavens ! what a clash of encountering 
steel — but no wavering in the charging columns yet I On they 
move ! And, by the Lord of Heavens I the red-coats give way 
before them ! They reel — break, and run, — yes, see ! see ! the 
poor beaten devils are fsurly taking to their heels! ha! ha! 
Hurrah for the Green Mountain Boys ! ha ! ha I ha ! ha I " And 
the excited old veteran, breaking the restraint which his situar 
tion, as a closely guarded prisoner, had imposed, leaped up, and 
clapped his li4nds in gleeful exultation. 

*' Stop that d — ^n'd old fooFs gab ! " shouted the nettled and 
chafing Darrow, who, having taken a separate station in the g 
bushes, some rods distant, stood deeply absorbed in the movements ^^ 
of the field, when the old gentleman's exclamations reached his f 
ears : ^^ stop his gab, I say I or spit him on your bayonet, and 
hurl him over the cliff*. li^lll Here, let me come — I may as 
well have my revenge now as ever ! " 

As with angry growls Darrow was hastening through the 
bushes to the spot, the nearest guard brought down his piece, and 
drew back for a thrust at the Captain with his bayonet ; but in 
the act, he suddenly started, dropped his musket, gave a convulsive 
screech, sallied back, and was on his way to th^ earth, when the 
sharp and stunning report of a dozen rifies, from the back of the 
lull, burst upon the ears of the startled captives, and their no leas 
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astonished captors, who, in their eagerness to see the action, had 
n^ected to keep watch against a surprise from pursuing enemies 
from the woods. 

^ There ! take that, damn jou ! ** exclaimed Darrow, as, more 
intent on accomplishing his meditated revenge than attempting a 
defence, he sprang forward, the instant he perceived himself 
attacked, within a rod of the captives, discharged his pistol at 
Captain Uendee, and, without waiting to see the effect of his shot, 
which his eager haste had luckily rendered a vain one, jumped 
off the cliff, and, venturously leaping from shelf to shefr down 
the precipice, disappeared in the direction of Sherwood's station 
at the foot of the hill. 

The surviving tories, for four of them had heen stretched life- 
less upon the earth by the shot of their assailants, discharged 
their guns at random towards the covert of their yet unseen foes, 
and fled along the cliff to the south, to gain the gorge where 
Sherwood and his party had descended. But they were a 
moment too late to effect their object The movement having 
been perceived by Selden's party, for, as the reader has doubtless - 
already anticipated, the assailants were no other — they suddenly 
closed up that end of their line, and cut off the retreat of the 
fugitives, who, quickly tacking abo^t, commenced their flight back 
towards the captives, with the view of escaping along the ledge 
to the north of them. 

^ Aha ! ye scampering satans, you cant go that this time ! " 
exclaimed the sharp and rattling voice of Fete Jones, who, with 
a dozen sturdy fellows at his heels, at that instant burst through 
the bushes, and. came down like a whirlwind upon the baffled 
tories, in time to prevent them from gaining the thicket in the 
of the captives — " spread out, there, boys, and be ready to 
_ ve 'em the lead at the word," continued the scout, motioning to 
his men, who promptly complying, cocked their rifles, and throw- 
ing themselves into a half circle, continued with hasty steps to 
advance upon the alflHghted wretches, now standing huddlet^ 
together on the brink of the precipice, and looking wildly around 
them' for some chance to escape. 

** Now, ye painted divils," resumed Jones, still drawing up 
with levelled rifle, " now you have got to jump, or take it." 

Misunderstanding the real intentions of the scout, which were 
to frighten, and then give quarters, and expecting to be shot down 
the next instant, the tories threw down their guns, and with one 
ebnsent, plunged madly from the cliff! 

^< Blood and bayonets! who would have thought that?" ex- 



29S THl GREEK MODNTAIH BOYS. 

elairoed the woodsman, in tones of mingled horror and surpri96| 
as be stepped up and peered over the brink, from which, down a 
broken, but nearlj perpendicuhu* descent €^ over an hundred 
feet, this desperate leap had been taken. " Now I 'U be bliraied, 
if it <^ n't make me feel ugl j. Onlj see 'em there ! " he con- 
tinned, gazing down opon the mangled wretches at the foot of the 
precipice, with an expression of the deepest commiseratioa, 
** onlj see ! three or four lay there in a heap, panting and quiv- 
«ing at the last gasp ! And there's the rest, just crawling off 
into the bashes fike snakes with their backs broke ! Howsom- 
ever," he added, taming away with an effort to shake off the 
feeling, ^ we can't very well afford the poor devils a great de^ 
of lament, for the same sarce would have been ours, if we 'd fell 
into the hands of their sort of cattle, jest as sure as tory is their 
name, and infamal their nater." 

In the meanwhile, Selden, followed by the rest of Ids c«npany, 
had reached the spot ; and the former having flown to the side 
of his overjoyed Jessy and her friends, the now liberated captives, 
was exchanging those hasty and heartfelt greetings, which the cir- 
cumstances were so well c^culated to call fcnrth, when a new and 
startling war-cry rose from the thicket below, where he had just 
learned from his rescued friends that Sherwood with the main 
part of his band was posted. 

*' Do you hear that, my brave fellows ? " exclaimed the young 
officer in a tone that rung through the forest, as he bnrst frcMn 
the group of his embracing friends, and, with a look of kindling 
enthusiasm, leaped forward toward his men, '^ do you hear that 
rallying shout below ? But let them come ! The red-coats are 
flying in confusion before our friends in yonder field. Let their 
scurvy minions here in the bush be taught the same lesson. 
Every man to his post 1" % 

" Responding with hearty and reiterated cheers to the words 
of their gallant leader, the men flew to their stations along the 
ridge to await the approach of their ft^, who were now evidently 
ftllying for a rescue. *^ . 

At this instant, a shower of bullets struck the (±ags at the very 
feet of the captives. 

" Jones, your assistance ! " shouted Selden, rushing back to the 
group who had thus narrowly escaped death, and pointing him to 
Alma, as he himself grasped his own affianced girl in his arms, 
and with rapid steps bore her back, nestling and trembling on his 
bosom, to a place of temporary safety over the screenir.g ridge in 
the rear. 
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GHnprebeBdiDg the other at a glance, the scout boanded for^ 
'ward to the side of Miss Hendee, at that instant engaged in 
trying to quiet the alarms of her less self-possessed domestic) 
when, concluding to give the order of his superior its most liberal 
ecmstruction, he gave a swoop with his long arms, and, gathering 
both mistress and maid in his grasp, and lifling them high from 
tlie ground, bore them, blushing through their aiarms, at their 
novel situation aloft, over the hill, occasionally pausing in his 
monstrous strides over rock and log, to give a wink to Neshobee 
to follow his example with Zilpah, the only female now lefl on 
the spot of danger. 

^^ Guess you catch um first," tartly observed the yeUow maiden, 
ehiding the hesitating grasp of her bashful gallant, and darting 
forward like an arrow towards her friends. 

" Where is my father?" enquired Alma, with a look of c<m- 
cem. the instant she was released from the arms of the scout 

"Your father, mum?" replied Jones, "Oh, didn't yer see 
him ? Why that careless shot of the enemy there among you 
jest now, seemed to raise the old Captain's dander right up, and, 
fseizing the gun of that dead tory, t|iat my old Trusty here 
brought down in such good time for the old gentleman, I '11 be 
blest if he did n't hobble off like the very mischief to help the 
boys man the cliff. And your tame red-skin has concluded to do 
the same thing, I reckon, seeing as how he got the mitten," added 
the scout, tipping a knowing and saucy wii^ to Zilpah. 

A general discliarge of rifies and musketry by Selden's party, 
along the top of the ridge to the south, here interrupted the con- 
versation, announcing that the enemy had made their appearance 
on their way up tli^ hill towards the accessible points in the 
ledge. 

" That must be a feint," observed Captain Selden ; " they can* 
not be serious in any attempt to mount the ridge in the very 
teeth of our death-dealing rifles, can they, Jones ? " 

<^No, Captain, that aint no part of their calkerlation, I'll 
swear to it. Neither need we have any fears of their flanki&g 
round the ledge to the north of us, as that might bring 'em 
between two fires, one from us, and another from the field. So, 
while a few of *em are showing themselves, and firing jest enough 
to keep yp the sham, the main part will push round at the other 
' end of the ridge, about a half mile or so, to the south of us. 
And I should n't be surprised if the lead was flying considerable 
thick along here in the matter of twenty minutes from now — - 
what suppose you put the women a jogging. Captain; and let me 
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be looking to the sarpenU a Iktlet" added the soool, gioaeSag 
aneasilj around him, and showing signs of impa^nee to be 
gone. 

^ You are right, Jones," prompUy replied Sdden, *^ and &ere 
is now but one coarse to be pursued. The ladies must pass down 
the hill, and, striking for the open fidd, endeay<Mr to gun the rear 
of our army. J. must attend them, leaving Uie cominaiid of the 
men with jou to ooy^ our retreat •— can you do it ? " 

^ Why, I rather guess I mooght ; that is, if you wiU dear mik 
the women — the sight of ^em kinder clogs a fellow^ you 
know." 

^ Call in Captain Hendee, then. He is not nimble eaou^ for - 
a bush fight. Send us also NesholSee, and two of my men as an 
'escort." 

^ Ay, ay, Captain," cheerfully responded the scout, loping off 
at a rapid pace to his charge — ^< ay, ay, we '11 fix it about rights 
wont we, <^d Trusty ? Trol, Id, lol, de larljr." 

Within five minutes fnmi the disappearance of Jones, die 
family par^ were all collected, and in nqpid mo^n down the 
hill. Nor was the expedition with which the moyement was 
acc(»nplished uncalled for by the event : For, scarcdy had they 
proceeded a furlong on tteir route, before the cracking and irreg- 
ular reports of rifies behind them announced an attack by the ^cne, 
in a manner just, predicted by the sagadous scout. Passing 
onward with all the speed they were capable d* making, they 
paused not in their course till they reached the spot where they 
and their captors had halted in the inominff. There, after taking 
charge of Captun Hendee's hOTse, which had been left tied to a 
tree, and ascertaining from the directicm and distance of the firing 
at the scene they had just left, that Jones was at least maintain- 
ing his position an the hill, they turned short to the west, and 
made their way immediately to the opening, where th» mam 
action, as was evident from the heavy discharge d* artillery that 
occasionally came p^ding through the forest, was still kept up by 
the slowly retreating enemy. On arriving at the borders of ^ 
woods, our party entered the mouth of a ravine, whidi, while it 
protected Aem, by its screening banks, from the view of nnj 
spies whom Sherwood might have posted on the hill, luc^ly led 
up, and opened upon the plain, directly abreast of the position- 
now ckxupied by Warrington's regiment of Green Mountain 
Boys. 

Passing hastily along, in Indian file, up this ravine, till f^rly 
beyond zifle-shot distance from the woods, and arriving by thyi 
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tbtte ttk aa ^vadon, where, still unseen, they coald easily obtain 
a fiance over the scene of action, the con^Mtny halted, for the 
purpose of ascertaining, before proceeding any further, the exact 
pottikm of die American forces,' and the {Hroepect of maintaining 
the tenantry advantages which they had evidently already 
gaieed over the boasted Imgade of the gallant, but now mortified 
Grenend 'Frazier. * 

A misty veil of undissipated smoke still hung over the field of 
battle, and prevented Selden and Ciqptain Hendee, who mounted 
the bank for the purpose, from ascertaining anything more than 
the general position of the hostile armies* The Americans, hav- 
ing pursued their routed enemies a short distance, had fallen back 
npcm the ground occupied by them at the onset ; while the British, 
having collected and rallied their broken and disordered forces, 
had made a sullen stand about half a mile distant. 

** Our troops have beaten the redrcoats, and driven them from 
the field of attack, it is evident ; " observed Selden, musingly, as 
he ran his eye anxiously over the field, ^ and yet, I fear, their 
temporary victory has been bought too dearly to permit them to 
awl themselves of the advantages they have obtained. 

" I fear so too," replied Captain Hendee. " Nor do I exactly 
like the aspect and motions of the enemy yonden See I they 
are now deploying ofP towards the woods against our left wing. 
They ore either preparing for a fresh onset in a new form, or 
opening finr a reinfi>reement large enough to form a centre ; and 
I am i^prehensive the latter, as, now I bethink me, I heard a 
treacherous scoundrel, who came near us a few moments before 
yoo arrived for our rescue, making the boast Uiat a fresh body of 
Burgoyne's Gennan hirelings were but a mile or two distant, and 
in ftiU march for the field." 

^< God forbid I " exclaimed Selden, with a look of anxiety and 
alarm. •'^But tins must instantly be seen to. Perhaps our 
officers are not aware of it. I must immediately forward to 
Warrington. Keep your position here, my friends, till I return, 
which shall be soon, bettor informed how to act, and with some 
plan for your disposal, or escape," added the young officer, as, 
leaping down into the valley, he seized the horse from the hands 
of Neshobee, mounted, and, waving a hasty adieu to the Indies, 
dashed forward at full speed over the plain to the American 
lines. 

Captain Hendee, still retaining his post of elevation, continued 
anxiously to watch those movements of the enemy which had 
raised his suspicions of an approaching reinforcement. Nor had 
26 
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tUMj minates eliqpeed before his worst apprelieosiooa were con* 
firmed bj the appearance of Reidesel, who with flying colors an^ 
rattling dmrot, and all the pomp and pride of militarj arrays 
eame pooring the nomeroos troops of his well trained brigade 
across the field, and bearing down in solid columns directly apon 
the American centre, which stood calmly awaiting their i^roach ; 
while, at the same time, Frazier, with his whole force, a little in 
advance of the Germans, moved rapidly along mider the woods 
to the South against the extreme left oi the Americans, mostly 
composed of the doubtful regiment of Hale. A few moments of 
awful suspense followed ; and again the fla^ of- a thousand ex* ' 
ploding muskets enveloped the enoountering hosts in clouds of 
rolling smoke, and shook the earth and heavens with the fearful 
concussion that followed. 

At that instant Selden, accompanied by a soldier with two 
horses, emerged from the smoke and came galloping to the spot. 

^ Prepare for instant flight I " he exclaimed, hastily dismounting^ 
and urging his horse down the bank towards the little grassy nook 
on which the females stood instinctively crowding together in 
mute consternation at the fearful noise and commotion of the 
plain above. ^ Ten minutes delay on this spot may again make 
you prisoners, and in the hands oi a brutal and exasperated 
soldiery.'* 

^ There is no hope, then, that our troops can long withstand 
this fresh and formidable onset ? " said Captain Hendee, coolly 
preparing to mount the horse allotted to carry him and his daugh- 
ter, in the manner in vogue among the settlers of carrying their 
females behind them on horseback. 

** Scarcely longer perhaps tl^n to allow us time to gain the 
forest," replied Selden, placing Jessy on the crupper of his own 
horse, and springing himself into the saddle before her, while the 
little cavalcade, the two maids having been placed oa the back of 
the third horse, began to move slowly down the rocky and fre- 
quently obstructed ravine. 

" I feared so," said the former ; " but where in the name of 
Heaven is St. Clair all thk time, that he sends no reinforce- 
ment ? " 

« Well may you ask that, Captain Hendee," said Selden bit- 
terly — " within hearing of our guns — with a full knowledge of 
our attack by a superior force, and with more than two thousand 
troops at disposal, all impatient to be with us, he allows not a man 
to come to our assistance. God forgive him ! I can't." 

** Kor I ; but what of that dainty-fingered colonel, whom I 
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noticed from the hill standing aloof and idle with his regiment at 
a distance on the left ? " 

" Hale ? * Eternal infamy on his name ! Having looked 
coldly on, and without lifting a finger in assistance through the 
"whole of the first assault, he, on the approach of Frazier in this 
last onset, hoisted a white flag — even before it could be seen by 
the enemy, and disgracefully surrendered his regiment, with all 
the chance in the world to save it by retreat And by this craven 
act he has thrown all that important part of the field into the pos- 
session of the British, who are already sweeping past us, and 
securing the roads to the south, leaving our brave friend War- 
rington with his regiment of heroes (scores of whom are stretched 
bleeding, or lifeless on the field), and the gallant Ck>lonel Fruicis, 
with his battalion of Massachusetts troops, to contend with a fresh 
force of more than double their numbers. But they must soon 
give way — not to retreat in a body, for every pass by which that 
could be e^cted is now closed against them, — much less to sur- 
render themselves as prisoners, but to break, scatter and save 
themselves as they best can, to rally again in some appointed 
place round the standard of their lion-hearted leader." 

^And which way do you and Warrington propose for our 
flight, after reaching the forest ? " 

" An old by-road leading from the head of yonder pond directly 
across the country to Otter Creek, and there intersecting the 
Creek road to Pittsford and the dder settlements. One of oar 
guards, here, must be despatched to call in Jones with a dozen 
trusty men to guard us on our way, while the rest of my com- 
pany shall keep the accursed Sherwood and his gang, if possible, 
engaged, that he may have no way to discover the route we have 
taken till we are beyond the reach of his malice. But hark I 't is 
a shout of triumph from the British lines I Forward with aU 
possible speed — for God's sake, forward to the woods I '* 

Dashing onward at the word, the whole party in a moment 
more gained the confines of the forest, and quickly disappeared 
within its recesses, thus esci^ing the dangers of the fielcC where 
they had been nearly involved in the general melee of dispersing, 
pursued, and pursuing combatants, that ensued at the close of that 
fierce and bloody conflict, but escaping only to encounter other 
perils, in their flight through the woods, of a still more fearful and 
dreaded character. 

* It ia but justice to say, that though this was the version put on Hal^ 
conduct at the time by many, yet his family wholly deny its correctness, and 
idfirm he demanded a court-martial, bat died before obtaining it. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



•* Tbi hoar of iito draws on.** 



The setting bvlu was throwing his parting beams of rich and 
mellow light, in a thousand variegated hues, oyer the intermingling 
foliage of the deciduous and perennial forest, that deeply clothed 
the mountain slopes to the eastward of the sluggbh Otter. The 
hardj and heroic woman, whose lot had been cast in the wilder* 
ness on the banks of that stream, and whose curious abode we 
hare described in a former chapter, still fearlessly retained h^ 
post, in spite of all the terrors and dangers of an invasion which 
had driven every settler, to the north and west of her, from his 
home, and laid open all that section of the Grants, to her very 
doors, to the unopposed ravages of British and savi^e foes. 

Her toils for the day being over, she was now sitting at the 
door of her rude cabin, enjoying, with an anxious and thoughtful 
brow, the grateful coolness of &e evening air, while her hopeful 
brood of embryo foresters were lolling upon the grass, or gam- 
bolling in child[ish freaks around her. 

^Oh mother! what was it that I seed over yonder, that 
twinkled kinder white in the bushes, just now ? " exclaimed one 
of the younger boys, starting up with excited looks, and pointing 
to the opposite side of the Creek at a spot some distance up the 
stream, where the clearing, extending to the water, afforded a 
fair view of the forest^lined banks of the western side of the 
river. 

The mother started, and threw a quick glance in the directicm 
thus indicated, but perceiving nothing, she sank back into her seat, 
and observed, ^ I doubt whether you saw anything, my son ; but if 
you did, it was probably a flock of pigeons, or some other birds 
rising from the ground." 

** No it wan't, mother," replied the boy confidently, " it wan't 
birds ! It was something coming proper fast along this way, 
by an open place in the trees, and looked jist like folks running 
with white clothes on." 
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Aroused by this last remark, as well as by the eager and con- 
fident manner in which it was made, Mrs. Story hastily rose, 
advanced a few steps, and sent an anxious and scrutinizing look 
along the opposite bank, in search of the object that had so ex- 
cited the boy's attention. That object was the next moment 
disclosed to her in the partial view she obtained of a small com- 
pany of both sexes on horseback, urging forward their smoking 
and jaded steeds with all possible haste towards the landing on 
that side of the stream. She had been accidentally apprised that 
the Hendee family were on their way south the day previous, 
and having heard a distant, heavy firing, in the direction they had 
taken, the fore part of the present day, and coupling the circum- 
stances^ with the hurrying and alarmed appearance of the 
approaching company, a painful apprehension now flitted across 
her mind ; and, with an air of deep concern, she stepped inside 
the door, took down her rifle, and began to proceed, at a hurried 
pace, towards the Creek. Some doubt, however, seeming to 
arrest her steps, she stopped short, and again gave eye and ear 
to objects before and ar6und her. The report of several rifles, 
some hundred yards up the stream, followed by the distant shout 
of skirmishers, at that instant reached the spot, and at once 
resolved her doubts. Turning hastily to her children, now hud- 
dling with looks of alarm around her, and ordering them into the 
house, she flew down the path through the woods to her landing, 
drew out her canoe from its concealment, and springing in, pushed 
out boldly for the opposite shore, at which she arrived just as the 
fugitives, with soiled and torn garments, and way-worn and 
troubled looks, came hurrying up to the spot. 

" Grod bless you for this timely promptitude, Mrs. Story," ex- 
claimed Selden, leaping from his horse, and assisting the females 
and the infirm and sadly jarred old veteran to dismount. 

" You are pursued ? " eagerly asked the widow. 

" We are," answered Selden, " and have been every step of 
the way from the red field of Hubbardton. We did not, however, 
intend to have brought peril to your house. But striking across 
the country to the Creek, with the hope of escaping up the road 
to Pittsford, we discovered the road to be ambushed by a party 
of our outstripping foes, and, as our only ho(5e of escape, turned 
'down stream to find refuge at your abode. And even this we 
never should have reached alive, but for the protecting rifles of 
that noble fellow, Pete Jones, and his brave and trusty scouts, 
who are still keeping four-fold their numbers at bay till we can 
cross." 

26* 
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*• Well, Heaven be praised for your deliveraooe «o fer," f^ 
joined the widow, who still sat in her boat, heading it up against 
the bank for the others to enter, ^but come, girts, jump in here; 
we will take you over first" 

" Ay, ay,** said Selden, " there is not a moment to be lost 
And here, Neshobee," he continued, as the native, who had fol- 
lowed his friends on foot, now arrived, " throw down your riie, 
dash in there, and swim across to bring back the boat, while I 
lead the horses into a thicket — perhaps they may be saved. At 
all events, there is no chance to swim them over here." 

^ The canoe will not carry us all safely," said Alma, in a quiet 
and sorrowful tone, as her companions, who had first entered, 
seated themselves in the boat. 

^Oh, no danger — not the least; step in," said the widow, 
encouragingly. 

" No, let me remain," replied the former. " There will prob- 
ably be no danger till the boat can return. But if there sboidd 
be," she added, in the same plaintive and desponding accents, 
" if there should be, what matters it to me ? " 

^ Alma Hendee I " said the widow, looking up at the other 
with an air of mingled surprise and expostulaticm, ^ how is this? 
where is your fortitude ? " 

The grief-stricken maiden made a slight effort to speak, bat 
the utterance died away on her quivering lip, and the bright tear- 
drops stood in her eyes. ^ 

<< What has happened to her ? " asked the woman, looking 
round on the company with an expression of wonder and con* 
cem. 

'^ Warrington has fallen in battle,-" replied Selden, with an 
unsuccessful effort to speak without emotion. 

"Now, Heaven forbid!" exclaimed the widow, in accents 
which plainly told the shock which the sad announcement had 
imparted to her feelings. 

"Yes, the gallant fellow has left us," resumed the other. 
•*The melancholy tidings were received from a soldier, who 
joined us in our flight, and who said he saw him fall dead finom 
his horse in the last moments of the battle. But do not allow 
yourself to despond, my dear Miss Hendee. You had better go 
over now," he added, soothingly, as he approached, and gently 
urged the mutely sorrowful, but now passive girl into the boat, 
which was instantly headed round, and, under the strokes of the 
strong-armed widow, sent surging towards the other shore. 

Stopping no longer than to see the females under weigh, S^ 
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^n sprang ap the bank, seized the horses by their bridles, and, 
whij^iDg them into a lively trot, led them into a neighboring 
/Uaicket, tied them to saplings, and flew back to the shore. The 
active yonng Indian, who had readily undertaken to swim the 
stream, had already retamed with the canoe, taken in Captain 
Hendee, and sat impatiently waiting, with uplifted oar, to push 
jigain from the shore. 

" There I now lay to with a will, my lad," cried Selden^ leap- 
ing into the boat, just as the scattering fire of several rifles, 
quickly returned by that of a much larger number, a short dis- 
tance beyond, burst from the bushes at a point now not more than 
a quarter of a mile up the stream, apprising them that the enemy 
were rapidly driving in Jones and his party, who, as previously 
eoncerted, were retiring before their pursuers in three divisions, 
each in turn coming in front, discharging their pieces from their 
coverts, and scudding on to the rear of the others, to reload, and 
await the approach of their foes. 

" If we can get one boat-load of men safely over," resumed 
Selden, '< we shall be able, I trust, to protect the rest in crossing ; 
and when all are over, I hope to keep the rascals on their own 
mde of the river." 

"That may be done till dark, perhaps," observed Captain 
Hendee, " but with our small force, not after, I think. No, Cap- 
tain Selden, unless the disposition of these tories is less devilish 
than I rate it, and the nature of their Indian allies has changed 
since I used to deal with the hell-hounds, we may as well prepare 
for a siege." 

" Let it come, then," replied the other, determinedly — " with 
the widow's ^ t other world ' for a concealment and strong-hold 
for the women and children, and those impervious logs of her 
cabin to protect us while we fight, many a tory and red-skin must 
take a leaden supper before they capture us. But here we 
are, safe ashore. Neshobee, will you take back the boat^ or 
shaUI?" 

" Me go — no 'fraid," answered the native, again pushing out 
into the stream. 

** Very well, — I will remain to superintend the transportation 
of the men. And you. Captain Hendee, had better proceed im- 
mediately to the house, and, if you will, be looking a little to the 
means of defending it. An old soldier like yourself will need 
no instructions in that duty. Hold out bright hopes to the ladies, 
but see that they retire from the upper world in season, and 
* while they may, undiscovered, if their passage to the lower, with 
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which I am nnacqnaiiitedy is likelj to expose them to the si^ 
of the enemy," 

" Ay, ay, I will see to it," replied the other, hurrying off with 
unwonted activity to the cabin, where he was met at the door bj 
thenvidow. 

'' What is the prospect, Captain ? " she asked, in a low, eager 
tone. 

^The men will get over, I think, with few or no losses, 
but — " 

"But what?" 

" Those untiring fiends are after blood ! Our men have already 
to-day made a heavy inroad on their numbers, and they are de- 
termined on revenge. I have no hope but that they will find 
means to cross' the Creek and besiege us, as soon as it is dark." 

" Nor have I, the least, since Alma has told me the particulars 
of your disasters, and the conduct of that wretch who has caused 
then). Hendee, I have long known that Jake Sherwood, and 
have wondered at your course." 

" I was duped — deceived, Ann Story, but I have been an 
egregious old fool even at that, I will own, — besides treating my 
own flesh and blood like a tyrant and a brute. Furies ! I could 
beat my own brains out ! If you were a man, and connected 
ymtjki me as you are, you ought to curse me to my face. A good 
foiind damning from a friendly source would seem to relieve my 
feelings. But where are the girls ? " 

"All .within here. They have taken a little refreshment, and 
seem getting up their spirits a little." 

" Well, we will not dampen their feelings at present ; but they, 
and you with your children, had better be on the move for your 
underground refuge." 

" That is easily gained, now." 

" Why, you enter the Creek, as formerly, do n't you ? " 

" No, I have made a fine improvement this summer. Come, 
attend me, and you shall see." 

" I will, but must first glance at the means we shall have of 
defending the house, which we must make our fortress, for bolt- 
ing off or weakening the enemy. Your place of concealment 
below must be the last resort of the men, if they enter it at all.* 

They now entered the house, and were met by the anxious 
and enquiring looks of the girls, who sat silently waiting to hear 
the news which the Captain might have brought from the scene 
of action* 

" Has he — " at length commenced Miss Reed, unstble long^ 
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to repress her anxiety, hut stopping short and blushing at the 
exclusi veness of the enquiry she was about to make, " has — that 
is, is the danger over ? " 

" We hope so," replied the Captain, " at least, there c^be 
but little danger for you females. Captain Selden trusts to pre- 
vent the enemy from crossing. He commands without, and I, 
for the present, within ; and I hope to find in you a brave gar- 
rison. 

" Jessy, at least, will prove no coward for herself, I suspect,*' 
remarked the widow, a little archly. 

" Well, both she and Alma are soldiers' daughters," resumed 
the Captain, " and should danger beset us to-night, I trust they 
will bear themselves as they have already done for the last 
twenty -four hours, with firmness and fortitude. But now for the 
business on hand," he addea, turning to the hostess, and glancing 
round the walls of the house. 

" Very well, sir, and, to begin, here is my double plank ddbr — 
bullet-proof, I think, and the fastenings abundantly secure." 

" Yes, I have noticed ; but what loop-holes shall we have to 
fire from, besides that window ? " 

" Here," answered the widow, stepping up to one of the walls, 
and pulling out a nicely fitting block from a cone-shaped embras- 
ure cut through one of the logs. There are two of these on 
each side and end of the house, and as many more just below the 
eaves in the chamber loft above." 

** Just the things for us — and now if we had but a long, square 
block to fill that window — * 

'^ You have it at hand, with a loop like the rest, in that block 
on which the children are sitting there." 

" Admirable ! a regular fort, by Gfeorge ! Ann Story, you 
ought to be the wife of a general Let us now proceed to your 
unfindable fastness below." 

" In an instant," said the widow, going to the fire, and blowing 
up a torch. " Boys, lift that door," she added, pointing to a trap 
door in the comer of the room, that opened into the cellar. 

Followed by the Captain, the widow now descended through 
the trap in the fioor on a short ladder into the cellar, and gding 
to the western side, and removing a bundle of straw standing 
against the wall, disclosed the entrance of a narrow, upright pas- 
sage, leading ofi^ iifto the earth, in the direction of the river. 

" Come on ! " said the prompt and energetic woman, plunging, 
with torch 19 h^nd, directly into the dark, vaulted way before 
her. ^ ^ • \ 
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After proceeding several rods through this straight and narrow 
passage, all smoothlj cut through the solid ^rth eome distancs^ 
below the surface, they came to a lateral excavation, forming an 
arc)^ room about a dozen feet square. 

^This is my half-way house — my innermost recess," said the 
widow, stepping into the centre of the room and holding up the 
light that the other might see to examine. ^^This is a much 
stronger place than the outer, or western room, which you have 
been into before, I believe, as the earth is here mudi thicker 
above us, owing to a swell in the surfia^ over whicJi, to make it 
still more difficult to dig through, spread the widely bran<^ing 
roots of several large maples." 

^ True," replied the Oaptain, << and one man at each entxanoe 
might defend the place against hundreds. Ah ! I plainly see 
that we old soldiers have got to yield the palm to you, Ann : In 
all my experience of twenty years among these northern fcurests 
in fighting and dodging the enemy, and planning, building, <Hr 
seeking out places for forts, defences, and refuges, I never saw 0£ 
thought of any thing like this establishment of yours." 

" I can think of no way by which our foes can rout us from 
this," rejoined the widow, " unless they storm us, or smoke us 
out. I believe I shall curtain off this room with blankets for the 
children and girls to night, while we give up the other room, if 
needed, to our defenders. But you have seen enough of this, let 
us pass on." 

They now entered the remaining part of the passage, which, 
afler running a few rods in a direct line, and then winding round 
to the left, brought them into the large partitioned room we have 
formerly described. 

'^ This you have seen before," said the widow, pausing as they 
entered the room, " and there is nothing new to show you here, 
except my stores ; those barrels," pointing to two casks standing 
just within the entrance of the smaller room, ^* contain provisions, 
which, on the rumor of the approaching invasion, I employed my 
neighbor just before he left us, to purchase for me at Crown 
Point" 

^^ Well, it is not impossible that we shall need them," remarked 
the Captain thoughtfillly. 

" Famine often follows closely in the footsteps of war,** resumed 
the other ; " so I thought I woidd supply myself in season. Nor do 
provisions constitute the whole of my supplies ; for it occurring 
to me at the same l^ime that soinetMng like the present emer* 



THB OBSSK KOXTKTADC BOTft. til 

geticj Blight happen, I made another porohase, which maj be still 
more important to us.** 

« What maj that be ?" asked the other. 

^ Stand back to the mouth of the entrance, take, and hold up 
this torch, and I will show you," answered the woman, proceed- 
ing to the opposite side of the room, taking down a broad piece 
of bari^, whiiui had been snugly fitted into the mouth of a Uttle, 
low chipnber, or recess, excavated in the earthy wall, and disclos- 
ing to view the ends of some half dozen str<Higly. bound casks, to 
which she now directed his attention with her finger. 

^ What have you there, Ann, so mysteriously hid up," said the 
old gentleman with a look of mingled curiosity and surprise. 

^€runpowder, with an abundance of lead behind there to 
•erve." 

** Indeed I but not all your own, surely ? " 

** No ; — only one is mine — the rest belong to the settlers, 
who live north of this, and who, expecting thfU; a stand would 
have be^i made against the enemy in this vicinity, had, it seems, 
amply provided themselves for the crisis. But finding that resist- 
ance would be useless, they concluded to flee ; when, getting wind 
of my stnmg hold, they brought their munitions, which they were 
unable to carry with them, to this place for safe keeping till they 
should return or send for them." 

^ Faith ! that's lucky," exclaimed the Captain. <<It may be 
wanted to supply the powder horns of the men, and — and " — he 
continued partly to himself, as he glanced about the room, with a 
look of wUd and exulting joy at the thought which seemed to 
strike his mind, ^ and with the chance which these under-ground 
rooms and passages afford, as a last resort, of blowing that infer- 
nal gang nearer heaven than they will otherwise ever get — but 
time enough to think of that when other measures fail." 

** What measures ? " asked the widow, who, having been busy 
in replacing the door of her magazine, had not heeded the 
remarks of the other, except two or three words at the close. 

** O, nothing of any present moment," answered Captain Hen- 
dee, with the air of one willing to let the words pass without 
being understood ; ^ but let us now see how you have fixed the 
outer entrance." 

Resuming her torch, the widow immediately led the way 
through the passage to the entrance at the bank of the Creek. 

" There ! having no further use for this entrance, I have fast- 
ened it up," said she, pausing as she approached the end of the 
avenaei which was blocked up by a sin^e layer of square short 
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thnbert, placed horaoDtallj acroes the passage and let into tib6 
earth at the ends. ** It can onlj be opened on the inside, as you 
perceive, or at least, not easilj ; and I have considered it a safe 
barrier, though, to be sure, bj considerable digging on the out- 
side — bat hush ! — hark I Do joa hear that shooting oat^ppoa 
the Creek, or on its banks ?" 

** Aj ; and it sounds as if there 's trouble afoot too. Cannot 
this top timber be removed without danger of exposing the en- 
trance to the discovery of the enemy from the opposite bank ? " 

** I should think so, as the mouUi is pretty thickly overhung 
with bushes." 

*^ Let us lift it out then, that we may see, or at least hear, what 
is going on." 

The timber was accordingly carefully removed ; when through 
the crevice thus formed, a tolerable distinct view was obtained 
of a long reach of the Creek above, and a short one below. The 
last boat load of Selden's men had gained the middle of the 
stream, and were pulling with all possible speed for Uie hither 
shore, on which all those who had crossed were posted behind 
their coverts, keenly watching, with cocked and levelled pieces, 
for the first head that should be raised on the opposite bank to 
fire upon the boat. The boat's crew, as they had been erdered, 
were all seated, save one man, who had inadvertently risen on 
his feet to point out to his companions on shore the object which 
had caused the noise and stir that had reached the eara of the 
widow and her friend. The man's arm was still extended up the 
river with the motions of one trying to count a series of some 
moving objects. 

The widow, having the most favorable position for the pur 
pose, instantly turned her eyes in the direction thus indicated. 

" What can you see as the cause of the commotion ? " asked 
the Captain, after the other had gazed an instant in silence. 

" Well, I confess, I do n't know exactly what to make of them,* 
replied the woman, as with a puzzled expression she still kept 
her eyes riveted on the spot : — " something is evidently crossing 
the Creek, nearly as far as I can see up the stream. At any 
other time, I should think it must be a flock of cranes with their 
long necks only above water." 

** It is the Indians ! ** exclaimed the Captain, in low, star^g 
accents — " it is the Indians, swimming the Creek on their badts, 
and holding their guns upright on their breasts. I have seen 
their tricks before to day." 

At that instant a stream of smoke, accompanied by the sharp 
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erack of a rifle, shot out fiercely from an old tree top on the oppo« 
site bank, while, at the same time, the man standing in the 
boat fell over backwards into the water, and sunk, to rise no 
more, beneath its bubbling surface. An exclamation of horror 
rose to the lips of the 'Captain and the widow ; but before it could 
be uttered, and while the echoes of the latft shot were yet ringing 
among the neighboring hills, the stunning report of another rifle, 
bursting from the bank directly over their heads, and followed by 
a hollow groan, and a fioundering fall in the bushes on the other 
side told that the death of the victim was avenged. 

" There ! Jim Townley," exclaimed the well known voice of 
Fete Jones, on the bank above, " * Old Trusty ' has done the busi- 
ness for your murderer, I guess ; though if he had n't tore his 
ooat 60 as to make a white spot in his back, as he was slinking 
away, I never could have got an aim worth firing for. Well," 
he continued, soliloquizing, as he appeared to be reloading his 
piece, ^ that is the way with the best of us. Jim was a fellow of 
first rate grit, and I 'd rather gin anything but old Trusty — yes, 
and that too, — than to have him gone so. But if spirits can hear 
and see things, as some think, it will be a grand comfort to one 
of Jim's spunk and pride, on his way along up^ to know that the 
bloody rascal did n't live to brag on 't." 

The survivors of the boat's crew, now reaching the landing, 
sprang upon the bank, and took their stations among their com- 
rades along the shore, to watch any further appearance of tjieir 
foes. But none daring to show themselves after the lesson just 
received, a silence of some minutes now prevailed. The calm 
was not destined, however, to last long. Another cry of alarm 
was soon raised by one of the men, eagerly calling on the rest to 
look down the stream. 

** O, the divils I the divils I " cried the shrill voice of Jones, 
" they have stole our horses, and are swimming them across down 
there, with two of the lubbers on the back of every horse. By 
Judas ! what a chance to plug them, if I was only forty rods 
nearer ! Say, Captain Selden, what if I take two or three men, 
and scud down that way a little ?" 

" No, Jones," replied Selden, " our force is too small to scat- 
ter. The Indians in a few moments more will be upon us from 
above ; besides, we have not a man to lose in open fight Let 
every one, therefore,", he continued, raising his voice to a tone of 
command, " retire from the bank, and, keeping a tree in his 
range, repair directly to the house. Then let them come with a 
welcome." 

27 
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** Wen, the hoar of trial is ftt hand," observed the widow, wHk 
a sort of desperate caknness, ^ and inaj God be merciful unto us. 
Assist me, Captain Hendee, to replace this timber ; and then I 
must instantly back to bring down mj children and the giiis. 
The men will reach the house by the time we can get ther^Kir- 
selves. There! that will do — all safe, I think. Now fflUow 
me as fast as joor crazy old limbs will let yon — come on — 
faster — faster — come <m ! omie on !" And with the old v^ 
eran, taxing his powers of speed to the~ atmost to keep np, the 
fearless woman, Uiongh anxioin mother, with her torch streaming 
behind her, rather flew than walked, till she had gained the cellar, 
and sprang up the ladder leading up into the ro(mi, where she 
had left the objects of her solicitude. 

"Here!" she exclaimed, raising her head through the trap^ 
and glancing round* the room, where the females, ignorant of 
what had taken place without, were unconcernedly sitting, with 
the children hanging ^Sbout their chairs, ''here, to the cellar, 
every chidi and child of you, to the cellar ! And you, giils, 
must follow, without a moment's delay," she added, seizing the 
little urchins by the waist, and lifting Uiem, (me by <me, in n^»d 
succession, down the pass-way, as, alarmed by the startling tones 
of their mother's voice, they ran huddling to the entrance. 

''Is there any immediate danger?" asked Alma, calmly, 
though with an expression of some surprise, at the rapid and 
agitated manner of the widow. 

" Not for us, if we are out of the way ; but the tories are 
crossing below, and the Indians, on this side above, are, by this 
time, peiiiaps, within gun-shot <^ us, in the skirts of yonder 
woods. 

" And Selden and his men ? " — eagerly said Jessy. 

" Will be here in a moment to make this room their fortress, 
for their own and our protection. And a shower of balls, through 
that open door and window, will probably salute them as they . 
enter." 

" True, true," observed Captain Hendee, who, having crowded 
by the widow on the ladder, and gained the floor, now stepped id 
the door, hastily shut it, and proceeded to bring the block for 
closing up the window, " true, this danger to the girls and chil« 
dren did not occur to me, as it seems it did to you, by your lead- 
ing my rheumatic legs such a deuced race through the passage 
from the CredL Yes, girls, down with you all, and on to the 
middle room, and have no fears but that we will defend you." 

^But you, father?" said Alma, looking back as she was 
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descending, with an expression of solicitude, " you are surely 
not to remain ? — you are too old — infirm — •* 

^ I am young again, girl. The thought of our treatment, and 
the fate which our foes evidently design for us still, make me a 
fioHi^ again — go down, my daughter, and may Grod he with 
you, and strike for us aH,*" said the old veteran, letting down the 
trap upon the last of the retiring party. 

Scarcely had the mingled voices of the women and children 
£ed away, as they retreated along the passage to their refuge 
' under the earth, h^ore Selden and his men came scattering along 
into the house, fortunately W, however, with the danger which 
the widow had anticipated. As soon as the whole company, now 
numhering hut twelve, including Captain Hendee and Neshobee, 
had gsdned the room, they immediately proceeded to barricade 
the door, and put everjrthing in the best possible condition for a 
^fence. 

While they were thus -busily engaged, unmindful of the severe 
fatigues of the day, in the excitement created by the alarming 
prospects of ibe night, which was now about to set in, the trap 
door was pushed up, and the provident widow reappeared, ascend- 
ing the ladder with a large loaf of bread and a haunch of dried 
'vsenison under one arm, and a pail of water^n which floated the 
accustomed gourd-shell, slung on the other. With many a bles- 
sing on the widow's head, and many an oath to defend her and 
hers to the death, the famished and wearied soldiers eagerly fell 
upon the grateful repast, after which they repaired with renewed 
spirits to the several stations allotted them, above and below, 
along the walls. 

^' I wish the rascals would make themselves manifest, if they 
are around us, as I suspect," observed Selden, after the company 
had stood some time at their respective loop-holes, silently await- 
ing the appearance of the enemy. 

^ That they will be cunning enough not to do till the approach 
of darkness," implied Captain Hendee. " Then you will hear 
from them, Ml warrant you. And as they can have but small 
hope of perforating yiese logs with their bullets, they will proba- 
bly attempt to beat down the door, or bum the house over our 
heads. 

** They will find the latter a difficult job, I imagine," responded 
Selden. " These bare logs, afler ^e heavy rain of last night, 
and that, too, at the distance at which we can manage to keep the 
knaves, cannot offer much inducement for an attempt to ignit^ 
tbeoL with lighted arrows.** 
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"True," replied the other, **but you forget the roof — thcst 
bark coverings are rather combustible.'' 

^ No, I thought of that," rejoined Seldeo, ^ and was about to 
remark, that if thej fired the roof, we must tear it ofil" 

^That can be done, perhaps," replied the former. ^ At all 
events, it will be time enough to think of it when they arrive for 
the attack ; for I doubt whether there is now one of them within 
a quarter of a mile of us." 

" Now, 1 've a notion there is," said Pete Jones, who, in the 
meanwhile, had been keenly watching every appearance within 
the scope of his vision ^ And I should n't be much surprised if 
some of those stumps and log-heaps over in the widow's grass 
yonder, if they could talk, would be willing to swear to it." 

''Have you actually seen any of them,' Jones?" asked Sd- 
den. 

" Why, answered the scout, with his peculiar comic twist «f 
features, ** I have actually seen a sign or two, that I have never 
known fail, except in the dryest of times. And with your leave, 
Captain Selden, I have thoughts of an experiment, by way <^ 
patting the question at rest, and doing something mcure, perhi^ 
into the bargidn." 

** Well — very wall — " said Selden, pausing for the other to 
explain the nature or his proposal.* 

^ Here is at it, then," said the scout, choosing to answer by ae** 
tions rather than words, the enquiry which the manner of his 
superior implied, while he proceeded to strip off his coat, button 
it up, and, with the bru&h of an old broom that stood in a comm', 
distend the body, running the short handle into one arm to ke^ 
the artificial limb thus made in a horizontal position. 

" What are you a going to do with your scarecrow now ? " 
asked Selden, who, with the rest of the company stood lookii^ 
on, anxious to learn the character of the proposed stratagem. 

'' I 'U show you in a minute," replied Pete, now getting the 
poker, and suspending his contrivance on one end of it. 
'< There, Captain Hendee, I want you should take «ftarge of this 
concern— you'll know how to manage it— ^while the rest of at, 
who have keener sight for aim in the dusk, will attend to our 
rifles. But mind ye, I have first got to deliver a little bit of an 
oration for the benefit of the gentlemen outside, if so be that 
they 're within ear-shot, as I surmise." 

The scout then, afler pulling out one end of the blo<^ in the 
window a short space, that his voice might the better be heard 
by those whom it was intended to reach, commenced and earried 
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•n by liimself a sort of ventriloquial dialogue, purporting that a 
discovery had suddenly been made, that they were out of bullets, 
and were wishing to obtain a bar of lead that had been left stand- 
ing outside under the window, while the question seemed to be, 
who should expose himself by reaching out his hand to get it ; 
but one at length appearing to be found hardy enough to under- 
take the task, the speaker suddenly dropped the d^course, and 
turned to the company present. 

" There, boys, tave your muzzles to your loops, and your eyes 
on the look-out for game," he said, in a low, eager tone. '' And 
you, Captain Hendee, be ready to pass the figure up to the win- 
dow, winch I am about to lay open, and which all, as they value 
the union of body and soul, must keep out of the range of. 
Do n't fire till I give the word. All ready ? " well, here goes, 
then," he added, swinging out the block, and stepping quickly to 
his loop-hole. 

Captain Hendee now proceeded immediately to execute the 
part he had been requested to perform. And while the company 
were waiting with breathless interest the result, he moved along 
the effigy towards the window, so as to show only one arm and a 
portion of the bust to those who might be watching without, skil- 
fully imparting to tbe figure the cautious and hesitating motions 
of a living actor, who might be supposed to be conscious of the 
hazard incurred, though determined to approach. Scarcely had 
the protruding arm entered the narrow opening, bringing one 
side of the body in fair view to the supposed lurking enemy 
without, when a bright flash suddenly gleamed through the win- 
dow, and, with the almost simultaneous report of a dozen guns, 
bursting from the surrounding coverts, a shower of bullets passed 
through the effigy, and buried themselves in the logs of the oppo- 
site wall. There was again a momentaiy silence, when, with the 
lifting smoke along the line from which the fire proceeded, several 
dark forms became visible, peering out from their respective 
coverts, and quivering and dodging about in the dissipating vapor. 
Then came the sharp word of command from the watchful 
scout. 

"Fire!" 

** Eight well aimed rifles from the loops along the walls above 
and below, instantly spoke in response ; and the mingled screech 
of a half dozen voices, followed by a yell of rage and disappoint- 
ment from the whole band of the besiegers, plainly told thi 
result of the stratagem. 

" Now, by hokey 1 if I do n't keep this coat to brag on — six 
27* 



818 THS OBSXN HOUNTAIir BOTS. 

ballet-holes right through the body, and the. owner stil^aIi▼e and 
kicking ! ** exclaimed ^e scouty picking up the riddled ganneat, 
and feeling out the bullet-holes with his fingers, as the loud shout 
of exultation and defiance, which burst from the little band oo 
the occasion, died away in the surrounding forest. 

For nearly an hour, the besi^ed, who had closed up their 
window, and resumed their respective posts, now strained both 
ear and eye in vain, to catch some sight or sound indicating the 
presence of the foe around them. But fully aware of the des- 
perate and wily character of those with whom they had to deal, 
they determined to suffer none of their vigilance to relax. And 
but a short time eli^>sed, before they made a discovery, whidi 
taught them the wisdom of the resolution : — As all stood watch- 
ing at their posts in silence, a low, short exclamation from the 
young Indian, testified that something suspicious had at length 
attr^^ed his attention. 

^ What now, Neshobee ? " sofUy asked Selden, stepping ncnse- 
lessly towards the native, who was lying on the floor in one cor- 
ner, liartening thr<»igh a crevice winch he had found between the 
lower logs. 

^ Me no see nothing, but hark um scratch um buttons — guess 
am lift something," was the somewhat hesitating reply. 

^ I '11 grant you the best < harkum,' as you call it, boy," said 
Pete Jones, who stood near, and, on the exclamation of the 
Indian, had renewedly taxed his vision to discover the caase ; 
*^ but as to eye-shot, you have got to knuckle to me, for I can see 
them ; and they are at some bobbery, too — though what in the 
name of reason it can be," he continued, pausing and hesitating^ 
as he turned his head (me way and then another, to obtain a 
more distinct view^; ^ what it can be, I am dubious whether the 
divil himself can tell — unless he contrived it for 'em. They 
are moving down the path this way, I believe ; yes, and in pairs, 
too, like new-married geese. What ? — no -r- yes, they have got 
something open their shoulders — I should think it was one of 
the corpses we made for 'em, whkh they were carrying to be 
buried, only it is as long as a sea-sarpent." 

'^ Aha ! I understand it," cried the young leader, ^ it is aomt 
long timber which they intend to use as a battering-ram, to beat 
in our door. And thank Heaven for the timely discovery, but 
for which, ten to one, we had been lost, — and even as it is, there 
is danger enough. Stand to your guns, boys," he cdntinued, in a 
low, thrilling tone, though sufficiently raised to reach every man 
within, ^'if we can but drop two or three of the foremo^ the 
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whole, probably, will be carried down by the weight of the timber 
»— co<i your guns — keep a steady eye on the advancing column, 
•nd be ready for the word." 

Slowly, and with noiseless tread, did the performers of this 
new mode of attack approach along the path, staggering under 
the weight of the long, heavy pole, or rather the trunk of a 
dosely-trimmed tree, which they bore on their shoulders, tiU 
within three or four rods of the house ; when, squaring round, 
and pointing the butt end of their formidable implement directly 
at the door, they began to bear it forward with mighty force 
towards the object of its aim, which, the next instant, must have 
given way before the tremendous impetus which it was gathering 
for the blow. At tiiat critical juncture, Selden gave the signal 
to his impatient men, and every gun that could be brought to 
bear, was discharged upon the assailants. A cry of agony rose 
from the spot, followed with a shout of <' hold on ! for God's 
sake, hdd on ! " Then was heard the sounds of floundering foot- 
steps, and in another breath, the whole came thundering to the 
ground. Once more the house rung with the triumphant shouts 
of the Green Mountain Boys, and all again was silent. 

Another long respite was allowed our little band, and during 
the hour succeeding the last onset, nothing could be seen or 
heard to betray the presence of the enemy anywhere in the 
yidnity of the spot They had evidently retired to some dis- 
tance to hold a ccmsultation, and arrange some new method of 
attack. At length, however, the occasional cracking of a dry 
stick, as it broke apparently under cautiously-moving feet in the 
field and woods around, apprised the intently-listening band 
within, that the twice baiHed foe were again stealthily cb*awing 
up to the spot, still bent on renewing, in some shape or other, 
the assault. After appearing to approach to their line of coverts, 
reaching within five or six rods of the house, a dead silence of 
many minutes ensued, leaving the besieged still wholly ignorant 
of the form in which the threatened attack was to be made, and 
even, at length, in some doubt whether it was to be made at alL 
All at once a tremendous outcry broke through the surrounding 
gloom, and Ihe thrilling yells of the savages, mingled with the 
hoarser shouts of the tories, resounded in one unceasing din 
through the forest Startled, but not dismayed, by this sudden 
outbreak, the Green Mountain Boys instantly cocked their pieces, 
and stood straining their vision to catch a glimpse of the foe. 
But they watched in vain. No living object was to be seen, 
Uurai^ the noise, which seemed not to be the r^;ular war-cry, 
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Bometiraes raued oo the eve of an onset, but a pnmiiacaoM 
clamor, was continued without the least intermission. And, 
together with the war-whoop and shout, the rattling of guns and 
ramrods, the crashing of dry brush, the beating of dubs against 
trees, the mimic hooting of owls, the howling and bellowing of 
wild beasts, with all imaginable noises, seemed to unite to swefl 
the strange uproar. 

*^ Well, now, if I an't beat,"' exclaimed Pete Jones, as usual 
the first with his comments on the ocx^asion. ^^ I wonder if the 
foolish satans expect to throw down our walls of hard maple 
logs, and well locked together at the ends to boot, hj racket and 
roaring, as the Jewish militia did those of old Jericho, that I Ve 
read of in the scripter ? I rath^ guess thejr will find it a hard 
go, unless they blow them down with horns of powder, as I Ve 
sometimes kinder reckoned must be the meaning of the good 
book, in that business I Ve just spoke of, seeing as how it was 
jest as easy for God to make 'em gun-powder to do it with, as 
't was manna to eat" 

" I think it must be a feint," replied Selden, " to cover some 
design of a more dangerous character than .mere noise. An 
attack of some kind is doubtless in preparation for us ; but in 
what manner or place the storm is to burst, I am wholly at loss 
to conjecture. Keep a keen eye abroad, boys. And you, Nesho- 
bee, go immediately down through the passage to the western 
entrance, where you heard Captain Hendee say he would repair, 
when he left us a short time ago. Tell him to keep a strict 
guard in that quarter, and if beset, send instantly for a reinforce- 
ment. And now, my brave lads," he continued, turning to his 
men, " a crisis may be at hand, which will require your coolness 
and — but stay — what means this ? Do my eyes deceive me, 
or is it growing lighter in the room ? " 

" It is — it certainly is I ** responded several. 

" The moon — the rising moon ! " suggested others. 

" You need n't go to blaming the moon for this," coolly ob- 
served Jones, " for, according to my reckoning, it wont be up 
this two hours." 

" True," said the leader, " though evidently reflected light, it 
is not from the moon. See ! see ! how rapidly it increases I " he 
continued, as a sort of fiickering suffusion of light, weak and 
scarcely perceptible at first, but growing stronger and more dis- 
tinguishable every second, as if reflected from a steadily-kindling 
flame in some unseen point in the heavens, now began dimly to 
light up the grounds around the house, and even render objects 
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ill the room visible; " This ligttl was never made by the enemy 
to enable us to shoot them. There is mischief afoot somewhere. 
Let ev^ry man, then, stand to his post, and let every eye be 
8trained to discover the cause.'' 

At that instant the appalling cry of " fire I the roof is on fire I " 
resounded through the loft above, revealing at once to the startled 
inmates below the character of the expected danger, and the 
meaning of the mysterious uproar, which had, it was now evi- 
ikaty enabled the enemy to approach the house, mount it at the 
comers, set fire in different places to the roof with their ready- 
prepared combustibles, and descend and escape unheard and un- 
detected. 

^Cut the fastenings of the outside binders of the Tooi, and* 
stave off every bark of the covering that the fire has reached," 
shouted the excited leader to the men above. 

** It will expose ud to certain death fh)m the shot of the enemy, 
to make an opening while we remain here,** was the reply. 

^ ]^p up the floor between us, then," promptly said Selden, 
** to give us a chance to do it from below here — off with the 
fi^tenings ! up with the floor ! Hand us down two or three of 
those longest plank for our purpose, and descend yourselves to 
our assistance. Lively, my men ! As you value our salvation, 
be lively J** 

In prompt obedience to the cqjtnmand, the men tore up the 
ioose boards composing the floor, and, after passing down to their 
comrades below such as might be needed, hastily threw the rest 
together at the ends of the loft, leaving all the inside of the roof 
open to the lower floor ; when, swinging themselves down by the 
bare beams, they joined in the operations already then in rapid 
progress upon the frail covering above. The long boards having 
been reared up endwise, and each one placed iu the hands of two 
strong men, were now thrust forcibly against the roof at the dif- 
ferent points where the flres were supposed to be burning on the 
outside ; and several breaches were made, all expecting, that, by 
the removal of a few of. the barks, the flames Boight be extin- 
guished. But aj^)earanoes soon taught them^ that ti^eir hopes of 
thus conquering the element were wholly delusive. The light 
above, instead of dying away, as portions of the burning roof 
were removed, continued rapidly to increase. Small tongues of 
the lambent flames began to show themselves through the lateral 
crevices in the covering in numerous places, quivering, and leap- 
ing from point to point alonff the inner surface, while a genend 
crackling above, plainly told them that ike fire had already 
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spread nearly or quite over the #hole of the outside of the reof. 
Perceiving that nothing short of unroofing the whole building 
would stop the progress of the flames, they now proceeded with 
renewed vigor in their operations. Piece after piece of the 
broad barks were beat off, and hurled blazing to the ground. 
And the work was continued with unabated energy, till the last 
vestige of the burning material had been removed, and nothing* 
but the naked rafters intervened between the lower floor, on 
which all our little band were now assembled, and the starry 
heavens above them. 

" There, thank Heaven, we are freed from that danger at 
last!" exclaimed Selden, in tones of gratulation, as he threw 
down the implement with which he had been assisting his men 
in their labors. 

"That's right enough,** observed the scout, whose attention 
for some moments seemed to have been arrested by some appear- 
ance he noticed through a loop-hole. " All that is right enough^ 
mayhap ; but while we are putting up thanks for deliverance 
from one danger, I am a little suspicious whether or no we 
had n't better join to 'em a small bit of a prayer to be delivered 
from a worse one that we 've got to see to soon, I Ve a notion 
— jest look here, Captain." 

Selden turned to the spot occupied by the speaker, who stood 
silently and successively pointing to the different loop-hole» along 
the walls, and the words of the latter were explained. Flames, 
rising from the ground on the outside, began to be visible, and 
their flickering points were already darting up in fitful leaps 
athwart several of the apertures, announcing to the dismayed 
inmates, that a fire was in rapid progress on the outer walls of 
the house, from combustibles which had been piled up against 
them, doubtless, at the time of firing the roof, and which had 
been kindled by fire placed there by the enemy, or by burning 
fragments of bark falling down from above. All saw at a glance 
that it was utterly impossible to arrest, by any means now left 
them, the spreading conflagration, and that, consequently, the 
house must soon be relinquished to the devouring element. And 
but a few more momenta had elapsed, before they were warned, 
by the spouts of crackling flames now beginning to shoot up 
above the tops of the roofless walls, land by the sensibly-increas- 
ing heat in the room, to prepare for their retreat to their last 
refuge in the subterraneous abode of their provident hostess. 
At that instant, the voice of Sherwood, the leader of their foes, 
was heard above the roaring of the flames, loudly calltng on tibta 
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besieged to yield themselves a# prisoners, and come forth, lest 
they should perish in the fire. 

Is there a possibility of getting a glimpse of that demon through 
the loops ? " asked Selden, in a tone of concentrated bitterness. 
" If there is, let a rifle bullet take back his answer." 

In pursuance of the suggestion of their leader, the men made 
an attempt to get a sight of their foes, who, now sensible of their 
advantage, were heard shouting within a few rods of the house. 
But it was useless ; for the walls, by this time, were so com- 
pletely enveloped in fire and smoke as wholly to intercept the 
view of every object without. 

" Let us beat a retreat, then, for the widow's strong hold below," 
resumed Selden ; ^ but let us pause a moment to send a glance 
over yonder tree-tops, lest they contain eyes which will discover, 
in our movement, what I trust those exulting fiends do not, and 
will not suspect, — that this is not our last, nor best resource for 
baffling their hellish purposes." 

The last speaker had scarcely ceased, before Jones, who seemed 
to have anticipated the object of his superior, raised his rifle to 
his shoulder, preparatory to an aim, while his eye continued 
intently fixed on the body of a large hemlock standing eight or 
ten rods from the house. 

^' What now, Jones ? " said the former, who noticed the sud- 
den movement of the scout 

*' Hold easy ! " replied the other, ^* there 's something that acts 
mightily like a red-skin going up the back side of that tree yon- 
der. But he 's so pesky delicate about showing any thing better 
than toes and fingers — stay — stay" — he continued, in a low 
gleefol chuckle, << there 's a large limb just above him, which, if 
he 's fool enough to try to pass it, must throw his body out of the 
track so far that — - and, by Jethro I he is a going to try it. Now 
hold still as thunder, all, and 1 11 be the chap to speak to the red 
divil." 

Every eye now glanced anxiously from the long and steadily 
pobed tube of the scout to the tree in question, and a moment ik 
breathless silence succeeded ; when llie sharp report of the piece 
rung through the forest, and the dull, heavy jar upon the earth, 
that instantly followed, told that another foeman was added to the 
long list of victims who had fallen beneath the murderous bullets 
of the unerring old Trusty. 

" Down ! down with you all, before the smoke of the piece 
rises," exclaimed Selden, as he now, after hurrying his men 
through the trap into the cellar, hasdly descended himself and let 
the door down after him. 
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In dood and flame athwart Ibe hwwn, 
By ttattiMwiiilniiiblat.** 



LcAToro die Iranuog boildiiig to Us fate, Selden aid hb mm 
imiDediatelj entered the dark aveose beioir ; whoi, after blodt* 
ing up the month a» Weill as thej ooold, wUh ewdi and ateaes 
taken frooi the cellar iiafl, to keep ooi t^ sadie, as weM as to 
secure it against the ^Ksoovery and entrance of the enemj, shof^ 
they break into the house before the progress of the iaoies inthe 
interior should prevent tiiem, tiiej proeeeded direetlj to the 
middle excaration. Here the/ met their hostess walldng with 
restless steps and anxious looks to and fro bdbre the curtained 
apartment containing her fiunilj. 

*" Well, Mrs. Storj,'' said ^dtm, as he apptoaciied at the head 
of hb followers, ^ I r^ret to inform 700 that jour boasts is irr^ 
coverablj on tiire. We have done our best to avert the catastro* 
phe, but have wh^y failed, and eren hare beoi drivm to retreat 
to your refuge for our own Bakij." 

^ I know it," replied the widow, ^ I hare been up to the moQtii 
of the passage to listen every five minutes, and know all that has 
happened. But }fi the house go — all — every thing, and I am 
contenr if my treasures ha^ she continoed, with a sBg^t traoM^ 
of voice as she pointed towards the curtained reeess, ^if mf 
^^easores here can but be spared me. The Iktie ^dlowa, thaiA 
Heaven, are now all asleep, and know nothing c^ tfaa dan^srs 
that hang ov«r Aem. And God grant >hat they may reBumi.«o 
till the hatchets of th» hell-hounds now yelling above us shall,— 
if It is so ordered of Heaven, — shaU be buried in thdr ''— here 
choking with emotion at the horrid thought whidi her imagiaa- 
2jJ^gan tp ^ggest, she stopped short and was 1^ a moment 
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* Captain SeWen," she at length resumed, " were my own pei*» 
Bcmal safety alone concerned, I think I could follow you to the 
cannon's mouth without flinching. But when I find the lives of 
my children at stake, the mother instantly prevails within me, 
and I become, in spite of all I can do, a poor trembling coward. 
But enough of this --^ have you any reason to suspect the enemy 
are aware of our place of refuge ? " 

. " None whatever ; and even at the worst, we think you have 
but little to fear. But where are the girls ? " 

^ Alma and Jessy are in yonder room guarding the hollow stub 
through which the smoke of our fire place escapes, lest some of 
the enemy should discover that avenue to the room, imd attempt 
to descend.'* 

^ Nobly employed I But the duty shall now be done by fitter 
hands," said Selden, as, followed by his men, he passed on to the 
main apartment 

On reaching the room they found the gii4i[, as the widow had 
named, stationed before the rude fire-place. Alma was sitting 
upon a Uock in an attitude which would enable her to hear the 
least sound conne(^d with the hollow trunk above ; while her 
more volatile companiffli^ having chosen the part of sentry, was 
silently walkmg hick and forth before the hearth with the widow's 
ri^ in her hand. Nor was this weapon their only dependence s 
a quantity of loose straw was lying in the fire-place, and a slow 
burning torch was at hand to apply and set the combustible ms^ 
teml into a blase the install any one should attempt to enter the 
ewfkj above. 

^ Bravo! kdies,'' exdaimed Selden, as he approached. ^*I 
do n't now remember me," he continued, ejmg Jessy archly, ^' to 
have seen so heroic a display of this character since whilom at the 
Moody siege of the Lower Falls." 

^Now, Captain S^en," replied the other witkahalf resent* 
ftil, half deprecating look, ^ if you ever menti<M that afifair again, 
I will never ^-positWely— never forgive y3|. Besides, how 
em you feel like joking at sadii an hour as this ? " 

/For ourselves we treml^e not," interposed Miss Hendee^ 
r|«ng and turning to Selden with her usual calm dignity of man- 
tier ; << but think of that distressed mother and her helpless 
fkmily, upon whose heads we have brought this fearful peril I " 

^ Heaven forbid that we should be unmindful of them" rejoined 

tl|e young leader, seriously ; '^ and believe me. Miss Hendee, 

there is not a man, — > not a single man of us here^ who, if need 

be, would hesitate to shed his heart's blood in her defence. But 

28 
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we will DOW refiere jon of joor ^isrge here, ladies. Be^e, 
then, and, if poflBible, to rest and slumber ; for I well know jov 
exbmiutted systems must, hj this time, require both. Go, gn'ls,'' 
be added, condocting them to the entrance of the passage leadii^ 
to the apartment of their hostess, ^ go, — keep ap bright hopes, 
and rel J on oar disposition and ability to defend yon." 

As soon as the ladies had retired, a guard was selected to sapply 
the place they had just relinquished, and another was ordered to 
relieve Captain Hendee and }^ faithful attendant at the western 
entance. The remainder of the men, glad to seize every moment 
offered them for rest, mostly threw th^nselves upon the eairthy do»v 
and fen asleep, while Selden and Captain Hendee, willing to leave 
them to what repose they might thus snatch from the duties to 
-irhich they were liable the next instant to be called, repaired to 
the small partitioned room adjoining, to hold a consultation, and 
be ready for any movements whidi might be made bj their per- 
severing foes. 'A brief interval of comparative silence now suc- 
ceeded, in which nothing was to be heard below but ^e deep, 
heavy snoring of the wearied men, and the low, dull roaring oi 
the flames above. Slight jarrings of the earth, however, showing 
that the enemy were again in motion, at length b^an to be per- 
eeptible below ; and' soon the unexpected sounds of the blows of 
axes or hatchets were added to other indications of some fresh 
project about to be attempted by the besiegers, the nature and 
object of which the besi^ed had now no means of ascertaining. 

"^ Now that jests settles the question ; for 1 11 be blest if I stand 
it any longer," exclaimed Jones, who had for some time mani- 
fested signs of uneasiness as he sat listening t0 the movem^ats 
above ground, and who, as the last sound struck his ear, sprang 
upon his feet, and b^an with restless 8t^>s, to pace the apart- 
ment. ^To be cribbed and holed up here like so many hunted 
foxes, with forty divils over our heads, who may be preparing to 
send down one of |hose great hemlodcs to smush us like migets, 
for any thing we know, or fixing some other contrivance for us 
not much better, and all without allowing us the least chance to 
know the how, when and whereabouts, is a thing I do n't fancy. 
And if I can get Out there at the Greek, I swow by Lucifer's red 
tafi^ta jacket, I *11 jest know what they are up to there above 
ground." 

" Wh^ do you propose to do, Jones ? " asked Selden, who^ 
overhearing part of the scout's soliloquy, now entered the ro<»sa ; 
" not to go out, and alone, surely ? " 

** I%eckon I jest do, Captain — that is, unless you swear riffht 
down I shan't." 
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** But consider the danger of its leading to a diflcoveiy of our 
refuge, and the fearful personal risk you must encountei*!" 

^'And then again consider the chance that the satans have 
smelt out that secret already, or, at the best, that they will, when 
the house falls in, and they find we an't there. And as to my 
own risk in the matter, I think you hadn't ought to grumble 
much, if I do n% considerii^" said the scout, taking the other's 
remarks for a consent to ms proposed excursion, and moying 
towards the entrance. 

^^ Jones, you shall not go alone — it shall never be said I suf- 
fered that^" siud Selden, calling a^r the scout, and snatching up 
a rifle, and following him into the passage. 

Although Selden had given way to the proposal of the scout 
with a mind nearly balanced between the dangers which might 
be averted, and those which might be incurred by the measure, 
jet, having once decided to permit and take part in it himself, 
he 4hrew aside all his doubts, and proceeded to carry it into 
instant execution. And having ordered the guard at this post to 
be doubled, and leaving the command with Captain Hendee, to 
act as circumstances should dictate, the two adventurers removed 
a portion of the block-work at the mduth of the passage sufficient 
for an egress, crept cautiously and silently out into the open air, 
and soon gained the top of the bank above, unmolested. Here 
they paused a moment to Ibten and reconnoiter ; and perceiving 
no signs of the presence of any enemy, except in the immediate 
vicinity of the burning tenement, and being thus relieved from 
their fears of an ambush at this spot, which they considered the 
greatest person^ hazard that they would be likely to incur, they 
again set forward towards the scene of action, by separate and 
slightly-diverging routes, under the agreement that each should 
return by himsehT, and as speedily as possible, after obtaining the 
best knowledge of the situation and movements of the enemy of 
which th^ case would admit. Carefully keeping within t)ie 
shadow of a tree or bush, lest the light of the conflagration, 
which was brightly illuminating every open space in the woods 
around, should expose him to the view of the enemy, Selden, 
after leaving his companion, crawled noiselessly on to the border 
of the woods, where he soon succeeded in gaining a position in a 
thick clump of low evergreens, which luckily afforded him every 
chance he could wish for observation. The greater part of the 
enemy were still at their stations, a short distance from the 
house, where they stood, peering over their coverts, with thei^ 
guns levelled at the door, which they were evidently each mo 



Sis TttB GSIBH MOimrAIH BOlTk 

ment expeedng to see thrown op^ bj the besieged^ whom Ab 
flames, thej supposed, must soon drive from the hoiue. A smaU 
baod was basil j engaj^ in the edge of the woods^ some eight 
or tea rods to lus left,m trimming out with thdr hatchets a sinall 
spnice tree, which thej had just cut down, and which, he. at <»ioe 
concluded, was to be used as another battering-^am ; the former 
one being found bj them, probably, too unwieldj for their pur- 
pose. While Selden stood making these observations, he heard 
the steps and voices of persons in the open grounds, apfMurentlj 
. a{^roaching from the spot at which the engine was preparing 
and, turning his head, he was soon enabled to see two men 
coming from a nook in the dearing some rods to his left, d 
which his situation had not permitted him a full view. Passing 
along near the woods, thej soon came between him and the 
burning jule, when thej slackened their pace ; wad inallj 
coming to a stand a little to his ri^t, thej turned their £Eboes 
towards the fire. With the first fia^ <^ light that fell upon 
their features, Selden instantlj recognised in one of them, Shas 
wood, the leader o( the band. The other he rig^j judged to 
be Darrow, the reckless minion of the former. Selden's rifle 
was instincttvelj brought to his bce^ with an aim at Sherwood's 
heart, and his finger was feeling for the trigger, when prud^ioe. 
overcame the tenq>tation of ending the lifis of the villain^ and 
slowl J and relucta^j lowering his laece, he gave Im attention 
to the dialogue whidi now enscied between these two worthies. 

^ Tes, the tdbles are now turned, Darrow," were the first 
words that became distinctl j audiUe to our listener. ^ We have 
nowy'singularij enough, chased them remind nearlj to the spot 
where this same accursed Selden was one of the f<»*emost of the 
gang to have me tied up and whippfod liko some scurvj thi^. 
And if he b the same feUow jou saw in the woods, near Crowm 
Point — " 

"^ That I can swear to." 

^^ And if you are right in jcmr suspicions as to the othw pai^ 
tieular — " 

^ I am more and more eonviaced of it, Jake." 

^ Well, I got one glance at his features to^j, and, come to 
look at him wi& thi^ object, I swear, I believe jou are right ; 
and if fto, both interest and revenge demands his death while he 
is in our power. But I should prefer to have this brought about 
before thej surrender ; and that was the reason of m j parttcular 
orders to the men to pick him off as soon as possible." 

** Yes, and how the devU it has happened, that he has so long 
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caeaped tlie effects oi£ that order, is more than I can tell. I have 
hiUl four fair shots at the fellow myself in the course of the chase 
to-^j ; and two or three of the men say they have tried it with 
the same luck. He stands fire like a salamander," added the 
ruffian, with a ferocious grin at his own wit, '< and, hy hell ! I am- 
.beginning to think they are all of that sort of animals, to stand 
it out there in the flames at this rate." 

" Well, the worst is^ their own, damn 'em," rejoined Sherwood, 
with a demoniac laugh ; ^ and if they do get haked a little, it is 
uo nK>re than they deserve. But the fact is, they must have 
been driven out long ago, if they had not contrived some way to 
keep out the flames — the one, probably, which I suggested, that 
of bringing eiurth from the cellar, and strewing it over the upper 
floor." 

^ And still they must know, that in fifteen minutes more, they 
will all be buried beneath a blazing log-heap." 

" True ; and I am surprised, I will own, that they do n't throw 
open the door, atid cfdl for quarters. But we will now very soon 
save them the trouble, as I see our men are just starting with 
dieir battering-pole to beat in the door." 

'< I see ; and I am glad they have got it under way, at last ; 
for that will tell the story, devilish quick ; and to tell the truth, 
Jake, I am plaguy suspicious of some trick about this business." 

" Well, if there is, this will be the best way to discover it ; but 
had not you better go and take the command ? " 

" No ; Remington will know how to manage." 

^ Have you given him and the men their orders ? " 

" Yes — to let drive at the door with all vengeance." 

" And in case they rush out ? " 

" Why, shoot down the m®n, and spare the women for qpr 
use." 

" And supposing they cry for quarters ? " 

" Remington is to grant them; but three or four of such marks- 
men as he shall select, are not to understand the order till they 
have dropped Selden on your account, the old Captain on mine, 
and that long-legged devil, who has settled the fate of so many 
of their companions to-da^, on their own." 

**A11 right, Darrow; but come, let us move a little to the 
south, where we can get a fairer view of the door, when they 
make the trial, and where, at the same time, we shall be out of 
the range of the bullets, should the rascals be desperate enough 
to attempt to fire upon us again." 

It was with no small effort that Selden restrained himself from 
28* 
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taking immediate vengeance on the bladt-hearted villain befoft 
him, as he listened in silence to the foreg<»ng dialogue, and dt»* 
covered the extent of his diabolical designs. The consdoosness, 
however, that the lives of many — and among tibem, one whose 
life was dearer to him than his own — mi|rht be midimgered bj 
the act, enabled him to master his feelings to ^e end of the dis- 
course. And the objects of his iiidignatioe having now with- 
drawn themselves from his view, he gave hi» flttentioii, in com- 
mon with his foes, to the operations about tc be ooffimenced on 
theiiouset being anxious to witness the result, to 9ee to what dis- 
coveries it might lead, and to what new movementis it might give 
rise, among the enemy, before retreating from the grocmd : nor 
had he to wait long for that object The new battering imple- 
ment, when once fairly placed upon the shoulders of the party 
immediately in charge of it, was borne round to the fh)nt ^e of 
the house, where it was transferred to the shoulders c^ ^ose 
selected to employ it against the door. For the next succeeding 
moment, as the engine was being p<»sed and directed to the ob- 
ject of its aim, a breathless silence ensued, broken only by the 
sharp clicking of cocking ri^s, now heard in every direction, 
while the dark forms of the enemy were seen stinking behind 
the difierent objects of the lighted landscape, and protruding 
their long, death-commissioned tubes, m readiness for the ex- 
pected rush of the besieged fix>m l^e house, the instant the 
interior should be laid opetf. 

'< All ready ? — ahead with it, then I ^ now shouted the infii- 
mous villain to* whom the command of the assaulting party had 
been entrusted — ^ ahead widi it, as if the devil drove it <mi 
end!** 

^Starting at the word, the men shot forward tiie butt «id of 
their engine with n desperate effort towards its object It struck; 
and the massy door^ew nearly to the opposite waU of the Mazing 
interior ; while the sides of ih» fabric, alr^Kly loosened, and 
about to separate at the corner^ firom the action of tiiie fire, after 
tottering a moment at the violent jar imparted by t&e blow, grad- 
ually swayed inward, and finally came down in a mass of red 
ruins over the cellar, sending up to the tops of the neighboring 
trees, a broad gush of flames, that flashed far and wide over the 
surrounding wUdemess. 

The enemy, to whom this result was wholly unexpected, looked 
on in mute astonishment, not unmingled, apparently, widi some 
feelings of horror, at the terrific fate, which they took fiwr gnunft* 
ed had befallen every soul of the besieged. 
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" The devil I ** at length exclaimed Sherwood, awakening from 
Ifae stapor of the surprise into which he seemed to have been 
thrown by the event -^*' so they have all gone to hell together!*' 

"That don't follow, by a damned sight!" bluntly replied 
Darrow. 

" What do you mean by that^ Bill ? " asked the former, turning 
hastily, and with an air of concern^ to his minion. 

** They have escaped, Jake I " 

" In the name of hell, how ? " 

" Do n*t know ; but depend oa 't they have. Why> do yoa 
think them such cursed fools as to stay there to be roasted alive, 
when the worst they could fear from rushing out, would be the 
ten-fold preferable death by the bullet? Never! I tell you 
they have found some way of escape — probably by a drain, or 
passage from the cellar into the woods. It be^in to creep 
through my hair some time agd, but you was so confident — " 

"D^imtion seize me for a dolt!" exclaimed the enraged 
leader. " Ho ! there, men, the game has slipped through our 
fingers -^ to the woods ! to the woods, for the trail ! " he added, 
springing forward himself to take the lead in the execution of 
^e order. And so sudden and unexpected was the movement, 
that before Selden had become fairly aware of the dangers of 
his sitnaticm, Sherwood and Darrow had entered the woods but a 
few rods to the south, and were rtqudly approaching the spot 
where he stood concealed. Deeming it impossible now to re- 
treat for his refbge undetected, and thinking there miglit be a 
chance that they would pass by without discovering him, which 
would still leaMB him time to escape before others of tiie enemy 
could arrive, he prepared his arms, and silently awaited the 
approach of these two deadliest of his foes. They came nearly 
id[>reast of him, and were passing by, when the motion of his 
shadow, whidi was cast by the bright fiames of the burning pile 
across their path, caught their sight, and caused them to stop 
short Turning ^ round for the object, their eyes fell upon the 
o&er, and they gazed at him an instant in evident doubt and sur- 
prise. 

" The very feUow, by hell I ** eagerly muttered Darrow, in an 
undertone to his companion. 

All three simultaneously raised th^ir weapons and fired. But 
in taking a hasty step forward, Selden's foot, as fortunately for 
him, perhaps, as for one of his foes, became entangled in a small 
bush, and, in the act of discharging his piece, he fell to the 
ground. The' bullets of his foes whistled harmlessly over his 
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head, while his own, for the same reason, missed the object of its 
aim. Leaping forward in the smoke, the desperadoes both grap- 
pled with their unprepared antagonist, before he could gain his 
footing, and throwing him back upon the ground, drew their 
knives to despatch him. As Selden was about to shut his eyes 
in anticipation of the fatal blow, he caught a glimpse of the well 
known figure of the tall scout, coming with tremendous bounds to 
the spot. And the next instant, Darrow, as he turned, and was 
starting up at the unexpected i^parition, received a blow over 
(lis head and shoulders from the clubbed rifie of the former, that 
sent him reeling to the earth ; while Sherwood was seized by the 
same powerful hand, and dashed against a tree with a force that 
laid him nearly senseless by the side of his disabled companion. 

The surprise of Jones was equalled only by his joy, as Selden, 
whom he supposed at least* badly wounded, and whom he was 
about to grasp and bear off in his arms, now sprang upon his feet 
unhurt, and drawing his rapier, turned to add the finishing blow 
to his two still prostrate, but fast reviving antagonists. 

At that instant, the shout of rallying foes, hurrying to the res- 
cue, and already entering the border of the woods, not twenty 
yards distant, broke upon their ears, warning them of the neces- 
sity of immediate flight 

*^ By Moses ! we must leg it, Captain," said the scout, as, 
reluctantly relinquishing their object, they both darted away from 
the spot, and, throwing each a tree in the range behind him, coDi- 
menced a rapid retreat towards the refuge they had just left. In 
another moment they had reached the Creek, thrown themselves 
over the bank, entered the passage, and were in the embrace of 
their alarmed and anxious friends, while the woods above were 
resounding with the hideous yells of the disappointed foe, running 
about in search of the missing objects of their rage. 

Our band, having but little reason to hope that their retreat 
would now long remain undiscovered, immediately set about such 
preparations as were deemed necessary for its defence. The 
short timbers, composing the barrier near the mouth of the pas- 
sage, were more firmly * secured ; while convenient loop-boles 
were formed by raising some of the upper timbers, and inserting, 
at intervals, flat stones between them. An efficient guard, with 
muskets andyfixed bayonets, were then stationed at the spot, the 
charge of which was entrusted to the brave and trusty scout 
This and the other arrangements being completed, they awaited 
in silent anxiety the approaching ^^-isis of their fate, all intently 
listening, from the different stations allotted them in the rooms, 
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or along the passages, for some sound wtich should indicate in 
what shape and direction the expected assault was to he made. 
They were not long left in suspense. The sound of suppressed 
and eager voices, and cautiously treading feet, fast gathering on 
the bank above, soon apprised them that the entrance to their 
retreat was discovered. For some time, however, the enemy 
seemed wary and fearful about showing their persons in front of 
the passage. But, after appearing to listen awhile, first one, and 
then another, ventured out abreast of the barricade across the 
passage, which was situated about a yard from its mouth. In the 
mean time, Jones and his men stood within, holding their breath 
in motionless silence, with their bayonets in their loops, and their 
eyes eagerly fixed on their marked victims, who, feeling their 
diark way with the muzzles of their guns, were slowly and cau- 
tiously approaching within reach of the murderous blades of those 
of whose dangerous proxhnity they were wholly unaware. The 
assailants, now striking the barricade with their guns, paused, and 
seemed to hesitate ; but, after again listening a moment, they 
withdrew their pieces, and, coming up to the timbers, were begin- 
ning to feel with their hands, apparently to ascertain the nature 
of the obstruction ; when the death-doing bayonets yrere suddenly 
thrust forth, ami, with horrid shrieks, the pierced and recoiling 
wretches sprang back, and fell over with a heavy splash into the 
water below. 

Warned by the fearfnl reception of their comrades, the enemy 
ventured not again to appear before the mouth of the passage, 
bat soon retired from the bank, and for a long time gave the 
besieged no further cause of alarm. So profoundly still, indeed, 
was all above, that our little garrison at length entertained a 
strong hope that their assailants, grown wise by the lessons they 
had already received, had given up their design, and made a final 
retreat from the place. The soldiers gradually relaxed from 
that stem and determined air which the exigencies of their 
situation had thrown over their war-worn visages, and began to 
exchange the careless remark or sportive jest. Mrs. Story, and 
the other females, venturing from their secluded re^ge, came 
out into the main room, to hear from their gallant defenders a 
recital of the various occurrences of the night, to the deadened 
and imperfect sounds of which they had been listening for many 
hours with the most painful anxiety. These were accordingly 
narrated. And every individual feat accomplished, or peril en- 
countered, was mitde the theme of praise or gratulation to the 
different actors of the occasion ; while to wind up, Pete Jonea^ 
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witk his duumcterisdc waggish gravity, disj^jed to the wsUmf^ 
ished ladies his bullet-riddled coat, as a proof that his ease 
afforded a climax to all the hair-breadth escapes of the night 
As the attention of the oompanj was thus engf^ged, and at the 
instant when the eyes of all, including those set to guard against 
the descent of the foe down the hollow stub before described, 
were tamed upon the scout, a savage warrior dropped sOently 
upon the hearth, and rearing himself partially from his axNiching 
attitude, and throwing a keen, rapid glance around the apartment, 
glided swiftly through the assembled group, and darted into the 
dark passage leading into the interior room, where the children 
were left unguarded. So sudden, so mnseless and shadow- 
like, had bo entered, passed through ^lem, and disappeared^ that 
few heedc^ and still fewer became fully aware of the chara(^r 
of the i^parition. The eagle^^yed vigilance of the mother was 
not, llgwever, thus to be eluded. She caught a glimpse of the 
flitdng f<Nrm of the savage, as he entered the passage, and, with 
the heart-rending exckunation, ^My diildren! Oh I my chil- 
dren ! '' she sprang forward, like a maddened tigress, and disap- 
*^eared in the passage after him. 

""A light! follow instantly with a l^htl" shouted Selden, 
drawing his sword, and rushmg into the dark avenue to defend 
or rescue the frantic mother and her perilled diil<ken frcHn &e 
deadly knife of their merciless foe. He had scarcely passed the 
entrance, however, before he was met by the intrepid woman, 
dragging back, with resistless force, the starugghng savage, who 
had been overtaken while groping his uncertain way onward, 
and seized round the waist firom beMnd by the desperately grasp- 
ing arms of his captor. He had just succeeded in unsheathing 
his knife, which was fiercely glittering in the li^t of the advanc- 
ing torch, as it rose and fell in quickly repeated, but, as yet, inef- 
fectual passes at her body. A glance sufficed to show the young 
leader the imminent danger of his unheeding hostess, and, wita 
the next breath, his weapon was sent to the lult into the body of 
the screeching foe. 

<' Thank God ! thank God ! " hurriedly eja(»ilated the nearly 
breathless and exhausted woman, casting from her, with a shud- 
der, the gasping and gory corpse, which, as she now turned and 
hastened back to coinfort her alarmed but untouched children, 
was drawn away and covered up in a comer. 

While this was taking place, Jones had placed a quantity of 
the combustible material, already prepared f<»* such an emer* 
gency, in the fire |4aoe, and applied the torch. And hf the time 
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Selden had taken breath afler his exploit, so as to tarn his atten- 
tion to other objects, the rapidly kindling flames were beginning 
to fladb and roar idong up the cavity above. 

" That was well thought of, Jones," said the lattar, approach- 
ing die scout, who had dropped on oaie knee in the comer of the 
fire place, and was intently listening to such sounds as he could 
distinguish in the chimney above, amidst the roaring of the fire, — 
" well thought of ; but what do you hear up chimney ? " 

•* Why," replied the scout, rising at the approadi of his supe- 
rwMT, " I got down there to see if I could find out whether there 
w«ra any more of these visitors coming down the hollow, think- 
ing that the way they would scratch and scrumble up back 
iagain, when the smoke and blaze met 'em, would be a curiosity." 

" And what did you discover ? " 

** Jest nothing •but unsartinty. Though from some noises that 
reai^ed me, I rather guess there was one or more of the scamps 
at the top of the stub, harking down, and waiting to see how the 
first one got on, before venturing ; but that want what I was at) 
when you spoke — " 

« Well, what was it, then ? " 

^ Why, I should rather guess there was a considerable party 
standing not far from over us, now, kinder consulting, or mayhap 
waiting to have some contrivances made, as the rest appear to be 
at worik with their hatchets round in the woods as busy as the 
divil in a gale of wind." 

" Ha ! what now ? — felling trees upon us ? " 

** No — lighter work than that — and, I 'm thinking whether 
it an 't sharpening stakes, or possibly hewing out wooden shovels. 
But hush! hark!" 

Every voice was instantly hushed at the ominous words and 
manner of the scout ; and as the room becsune silent, the sounds 
that had attracted hi^jKttention became distinctly audible to the 
whole company : at ^st was heard a distant trampling of feet> 
apparently approaching with slow, irregular movement, from all 
directions towards them. Nearer and nearer they came, pausing 
every few steps, and stamping heavily upon the earth as they 
continued gradually to close up to that portion of the surface 
which extended over the room where our intrepid little band 
stood silently awaiting the result of this new movement, the 
object of which, they soon conjectured, was to ascertain, by sound- 
being the earth, the exact position of their place of concealment 
before attempting to dig or otherwise efiect a breach through the 
aar&ce. In a moment mwe the advancing lines reached the 
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▼erge of the solid earth, on either side, and began to step OTer tke 
boandarj upon the hollow ground above the room ; when, seem- 
ing to become aware of the fact, thej suddenly paused, exchanged a 
few words, and commenced a furious stamping over the whole 
space covering the excavation beneath. As the trembling earth 
gave bade the hollow sound, thus affording unequivocal evidence 
that the place of their search was at length discovered, they raised 
a fierce yell of exultation, and fell to work with their hatchets, 
and such rude implements as they had hastily prepared for the 
purpose, in cutting away the roots, and loosening and removing 
the earth in such places as they had selected for efiectin^ 
openings. 

As soon as it was fairly ascertained that the enemy had com- 
menced operations for effecting a breach through the earth above, 
our band, with one consent, ceased listening, and began to pre- 
pare for action. £very one seemed fully sensible that a fearful 
crisis was now indeed at hand, and carefully examining their 
arms to see that every thing was in readiness for instant action, 
they arranged themselves at the command of their leader, in lines 
around the sides of the room, while, in the compressed lip and 
sternly knitting brows of each, was depicted the deeply breathed 
resolution to fight to the death in defence of themselves and the 
fiur and tender ones whose only hope was now in their bravery. 

" Give me a place among you," cried the intrepid widow, at 
this moment emerging from the inner room, armed with her rifie 
and equipped for battle, ^' give me a place, and see whether I am 
the first to desert the post of danger.'' 

^ But madam, dear madam,'" b^gan to expostulate Selden, ^ do 
you know the peril that now awaits us ? Do yon hear the sound 
of those busy fiends, belaboring the earth above to break through 
upon us ? and th^re I do you see those fragments falling firom 
that jarring and trembling ceiling ? Are you awure that in ten 
minutes — " j 

'*I have heard all — I see and know all," interrupted the 
woman, in tones of desperate cahnness ; ^ I am prepared for the 
worst I can never live to see my children murdered before my 
eyes. Here," she continued, planting herself at the entrance dT 
the passage, " here I will remain, and if the enemy enter here, it 
shall be over my dead body. Nay, not a word, Captain Selden, 
I will not be denied." 

At this moment Miss Hendee and Miss Reed glided past tha 
widow into the room, and with looks yet unmoved by the danger, 
which they well understood now menaced every individual of tha 
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companj, presented themselves before the admiring gaze of th« 
soldiers. 

" Ah ! girls, 70U missed the tread of your sentinel, did you ? 
I meant to have escaped you unnoticed/' said the widow with a 
melancholy smile. 

" Aware that the hour decisive of the fate of us aJl had arrived 
we came to see if we could be of any service here, or elsewhere," 
replied Alma, in a firm, but serious tone. 

" God bless you, noble girls ! *' said Selden, with emotion, 
advancing to the side of his lovely and heroic friends : " God 
bless you for this fortitude and self-sacrificing bravery." 

" Oh ! let me die by your side," murmured Jessy ^ dropping her 
head on Selden's bosom. 

Touched by this exhibition, so gratifying to his feelings as a 
lover, and to his pride as a soldier, the hero, gently putting hor 
from him, gazed an instant on the slight symmetrical form, and 
the beautiful and soul-speaking features of the fond and spirited 
young creature before him, with the mingled look which imagi- 
nation would naturally ascribe to a worshipper of the goddess 
beauty, while kneeling at the shrine of her image, and proffering 
the strangely blended adorations which the nature of that worship 
must necessarily have inspired. 

" No, no Jessy," he at length replied, arousing himself from the 
momentary entrancement : " No, girls, you two, at least, may 
not — must not remain : to say nothing of the perils you munt 
encounter, your presence here might more embarrass than aid 
us. Retire, then, and trust to us, under Providence, for your 
deliverance." 

^' Is your father asleep. Alma ? " asked the widow, as the 
young ladies were leaving the room. 

" He is," was the reply, " for, though when he came to our 
room, and threw himself down among the children to try to get 
a little sleep, he desired me to awaken him on the occurrence of 
any new danger, I yet could not find it in my heart to disturb him 
80 soon." 

" Let him be instantly awakened," said Selden, <* I would have 
his counseL" 

In a few moments Captain Hendee, who, nearly ready to sink 
under the fatigues of the day, had retired to the inner room in 
the interval of quiet which followed the repulse of the enemy at 
the western entrance, had made his appearance. A glance at the 
ceiling, now visibly shaking in two different places under the 
rapidly progressing operations of the foe above, enabled him, with 
29 
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the hastj intimations joBt imparted bj his daughter, to compre- 
hend at once the situation of both besiegers and besieged. 

^ This is a strait to which I both feared and expected we should 
be finally reduced," he remarked coolly, after a momentary pause, 
^ but let no man despair ; I have been in situations more hopeless 
than this, and yet escaped.'* 

'< We can at least sell our lives dearly,'' responded Selden. 

'< True," replied the old veteran thoughtfully, ^ even in the 
method of defence which I see, from your arrangement, you pro- 
pose to adopt, — that of shooting the assailants as they attempt 
to enter the breaches that they may make. But will you be 
able thus to repel them long ? Every foot of this earthy cover- 
ing, which now protects us from their bullets, may be removed, 
or beat in upon us, before we can bring our guns to bear upon 
them with effect And every surrounding tree top will, by that 
time, conceal a foe, ready to send us death from above ; while 
fire-brands and combustibles will be hurled down upon us by those 
remaining on the ground. And if we retreat into our narrow 
passages, as we must, the same game will follow us there." 

"All these hazards. Captain Hendee," replied the young 
leader, " I am fully aware we may encounter. But what other 
mode of defence can we adopt ? — A sally ^m the western 
entrance, which is now doubtless closely guarded by the enemy, 
with the expectation that we shall so<m be driven to make it, 
must prove fatal to all who shall attempt it ; while the entrance at 
the other end of the passage is blocked up by a red mass of bum- ^ 
ing ruins. What other expedient, then, is' left for us." 

'< I had thought of one," said Captain Hendee, with some hesi 
tation. ^' I had thought of one, as our last resort, in an emer- 
gency like this. It may not be without risk to ourselves, I am 
aware, but," he continued, with fiercely fiashing eyes, " but it 
must be swift destruction to the accursed gang above, who are 
thirsting for our blood I " 

'^ In the name of Heaven, declare it, then," eagerly cried Sel- 
den, casting an uneasy glance at some fresh demonstrations of the 
progress of the foe in the cQvering above. 

"I will — here, this way," replied the former, as, stepping 
across the room, he opened the concealed recess in the wall, and 
disclosed the widow's magazine to the wondering gaze of Selden 
and his men, who, being ignorant of its existence, did not at once 
understand the nature of its contents, or perceive the old gende- 
man's object in displaying it, '< There ! " he added, significaAtly 
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pointmg to the heads of the casks thus brought to view, " there I 
that explains my plan." 

** How ? What do those barrels contain ? " rapidly demanded 
Selden, with the varying expression of doubt, surprise, and 
alarm. 

" Gunpowder ! " was the emphatic reply. 

" Good God ! Captfdn Hendee, do you consider our case so 
desperate, that, Samson-like, we should all perish with our 
foes?'' 

" It does not follow that we shall perish with them. I have 
seen somewhat of the operation of exploding mines, and cannot 
believe that the effects in the proposed one can reach far into that 
winding passage, to the further end of which, if thought safer 
than the inner room, we can all repair." 

" I '11 be blest if I do n't think the old thrash-the-divil is about 
iight, Captain Selden," exclaimed Pete Jones, leaping about, and 
snapping his fingers in great glee. " Jest place them in that cor- 
ner beyond the fire there, and it must be a sort of powder that 
I 'm not much acquainted with, if it turns at a right angle very 
far into that passage after mischief. Well, now, the Lord be 
thanked for putting this into your noddle, old friend. I had 
about agreed to say gone dogs for us all, but now I can see a 
considerable sprinkling of hope through them barrels of thunder 
yondf^r." 

" And you, Mrs'. Story, whose stake is the greatest in the 
result," said Selden, turning to the widow, after hastily running 
his eye over the different parts of the room, as if calculating the 
probable extent to which the explosion would affect the earth 
laterally, — what do you say to the measure ? " 

" I do n't know — I do n't know," replied the distressed mother, 
who had been mutely listening to the startling proposition, in a 
sort of wild amazement. "The work of the element will be 
terrific — perhaps fatal to us — but the work of the exasperated 
foe, unless thus destroyed, will be, I fear, for all we can do, no 
less dreadful. I leave it to you, and may God direct the course 
which shall be for our good," she added, with a shudder. 

" It is a fearful experiment, but it shall be tried," said the 
yoiing leader, turning away to begin the required arrangement. 

At that instant a large fragment of earth- was suddenly rup- 
tured from the ceiling, and fell heavily to the floor, scattering 
dirt in every direction around, and disclosing in the place from 
which it had been detached, the point of a huge sharpened stake, 
protruding several inches into the room; while the wild and 
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exultant thoating of the foe above, as the stake was drawn np^ 
and the redoubled farj with which they renewed their exertions, 
all loudlj warned onr band that there was no time to be lost in 
preparing for the execution of their purpose. 

" Clear the room, instantly ! ^ cried Selden, in low, but start- 
ling accents, ^ back ! back ! every man of you, but Jones, to the 
further end of the passage — no remonstrance — no offers ! " he 
continued, as urging them with drawn sword from the room, sev- 
eral began to persuade him to permit them to incur the hazard 
of exploding the fatal mine, ^ not a word ! the match shall be 
applied by my own hand." 

As soon as the room was fairly cleared, Selden turned, and| 
with rapid steps, proceeded to the recess, drew forth the barrels, 
and, carrying them to the comer opposite to the entrance of 
the inner passage, placed them firmly, and pulled out the bungs, 
aUowing a quantity of the powder to run out from each on to ti^e 
ground. He then laid a small, continuous train of dry powder, 
extending from the barrels across the room into the entrance in 
question ; while the scout, by his orders, after having removed the 
lights to a safe distance, wet a cartridge from the contents of his 
canteen, and hastily converted it into a slow match, to apply to 
the end of the tram. 

" There ! now leave the rest to me, Jones ; take care of your- 
self, and see that the passage is kept clear for my retreat," said 
the leader, receiving a torch whidi was brought him by the 
other, and taking his station to await the fearful moment of firing 
the train. 

The enemy, in the mean time, were making rapid progress. 
Two breaches were already made through the earth into the 
room, and these, as was evinced by the almost constant falling of 
heavy masses of dirt, were every moment widening ; while from 
the trampling of feet, all gathering up to the spot, the mingled 
shouts, curses, and commands of the infuriated gang and tibeir 
leaders, it was obvious that an attempt to descend was about to 
be made. At this moment, they seemed to perceive that the be- 
sieged* had deserted their room, and retreated further into the 
earth. Grown madly desperate by being already so long baffled, 
and doubly infuriated by the discovery that their intended vic- 
tims had still a further refuge, they were now heard hastily 
throwing aside their tools and resuming their arms, preparatory 
to entering the breach to follow up the pursuit, little dreaming, in 
the hellish joy of their anticipated revenge, that the torch was 
even then suspended over the train, and waiting only their first 
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Biovement, to send tbem, in an instant, with all the passions of 
fiends raging in their bosoms, unannealed into the presence of 
their God. But while the foe-trampled earth was jarring to the 
hideous tumult above, the silence of death prevailed through the 
hushed vaults beneath. The agitated mother was breathing hur- 
ried ejaculations over her clasped children. And near her might 
be seen the huddling forms of her shuddering female companions, 
with tkeir fair hands tightly compressed over both ears and 
eyes, as if to shut out from their recoiling senses the noise of the 
now momentarily expected explosion ; while the men in the dark 
passage beyond, stood motionless and silent, listening in the atti- 
tude of intensely excited expectation for the awful denou^'^ment 
Selden, in the mean while, hesitating between his fears that the 
triun would get disturbed by the entrance of the foe into the 
room, and his anxiety to have the band gather over, or so closely 
around it, as to bring them all within the reach of the explosion, 
still held the torch suspended in his extended hand over the 
train, now lowering the point of the low flickering brand nearly 
to a c<Hita€t with the powder, at some indication of the expected 
descent, and now hastily withdrawing it, as other and less decisive 
sounds reached his ear. His hesitation, however, was soon 
ended : at that instant, a loud yell at the western entrance, and 
the sounds of thickly-trampling feet that followed, told him that 
the enemy had forced the barrier at the end of that passage, and 
were rushing into the room ; while another hurra from the toriea 
above, and Qie heavy, and quickly repeated jar of feet striking 
upon the floor, which accompanied it, further announced, that the 
latter were beginning to leap down the breaches to join the 
former in the assault. At this critical instant, and before the 
mingled war-cry of the savage and tory had died away in the 
echoing vaults beyond him, the young leader applied the brand 
to the fuse, and rapidly retreated along the passage towards his 
friends. Having reached the curtained recess containing the 
women and children, and here encountering Captain Hendee and 
Jones, he turned round, and with them awaited, with palpitating 
li^art and suspended breath, the fearful result. With Uie low, 
hissing sound of the slowly burning match, came a cry of horror 
frfm the scrambling foe, over whose minds, now for the first 
time^ seemed to flash the dreadful truth. But too late. The 
next instant, with a concussion that almost threw Selden and his 
companions from their feet, the earth yawned and opened along 
the passage overhead nearly to the spot where they stood ; when, 
through the long, vibrating chasm, was displayed to their appalled 
29* 
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rision, the broAd space of tree-covered earth over and arotmd 
the room beyond, leaping, in disrupturing masses, into the air, 
along with the diverging column of fiercely shooting smoke and 
flame, in which were seen, commingling with rocks, earth, and 
the limbs and trunks of uprooted and swifUy revolving trees, a 
score of human forms, wildly throwing out their arms, as if for 
aid, and distending their mouths with unheard screeches, as, with 
blackened and distorted features, and dissevering limbs, they 
were borne upwards with amazing force in the fliuning mass to 
the heavens. The chasm slowly dosed over the astounded but 
unharmed band, and shut out from their reeling senses the deaf- 
ening din that was breaking in crashing thunders above. A mo- 
mentary stillness ensued ; when the returning shower of ruins 
came thundering to the earth ; after whidi, all again relapsed 
into a death-like and unbroken silence. 



Once more the morning light was springing in the golden cham* 
bers of the east, heralding the approach of the fiery coursers of 
the day-god up the glowing pathway of the sky. More and 
more brightly broke the suffusing radiance over the mountains, 
darkly gleaming, at first, upon the quiet surface of the gently 
flowing Otter, and' then, gradually lighting up, one after another, 
the bolder features of the altered landscape, till the whole scene 
of the last night's thrilling drama, and its awful catastrophe, 
stood revealed to the sight The humble tenement of the lone 
widow, which the last setting sun left standing unmolested, in her 
toil-wrought opening in the wilderness, had disappeared ; and in 
its place lay a pile of black and smouldering yiins. Fences were 
thrown down and scattered in every direction'; while the growing 
crops in the fields around, reared by the hard labors of the inde- 
fatigable occupant, and constituting her sole dependence for the 
future sustenance of her numerous family, were scorched and 
withered by the falling cinders thrown up from the burning house, 
or prostrated and beat into the earth by the trampling feet oi 
reckless foes. The breath of war had, indeed, passed over every 
thing, and her little all, in one short night, had perished. 

Near the banks of the stream, where stood a thick growth <rf 
trees, over and around the main apartment of the subterraneous 
abode, now yawned a huge, black chasm in the ground, in which 
scarcely a trace of the late regular room was discernible ; while 
the burnt and discolored bark and foliage, marking the standing 
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^ foFc«t arourvd, and the broken, splintered, and uprooted trees, 
which had been hurled outward and prostrated with the earth for 
many rods in every direction from the spot, and which were now 
lying strewed over the ground in wild disorder, intermingled with 
smoking rubbish, all told the fearful power and extent of the 
terrific explosion. Half buried among the wide scattered ruins 
lay the torn, mangled, and blackened corses of savage and tory, — * 
the fated victims of the mine, which had so suddenly, so unex- 
pectedly, sprung beneath their feet, sweeping them, in an instant, 
indiscriminately away, with the cries of anticipated victory and 
vengeance on their lips, like chaff in a whirlwind of fire. 

As the increasing daylight began to fall more broadly, upon 
this scene of death and desolation, two human forms might have 
been seen cautiously breaking through the loose earth that closed 
up the mouth of the long passage into which our Httle band last 
retreated. The small, topling head, crane-like neck, long body 
and limbs, and the peculiarly rapid and shambling movements of 
the one, as, now crouching, now rearing his tall form aloft, and 
throwing quick and wary glances around him, he glided round 
beneath the sides of the broad, black pit iiito which they had 
emerged, sufficiently announced him as the incomparable scout. 
The swarthy and immovable features, the short figure, and de- 
liberate air of the other, proclaimed him also to be an old 
acquaintance of the reader, the trusty and faithful Neshobee. 
Creeping out of the excavation, the two separated, and quickly 
disappeared in opposite directions in the woods and bushes along 
the banks of the Creek. After the lapse of half an hour, in 
which they had apparently made a reconnoitering circuit round 
the opening, they reappeared on the banks of the excavation, 
communed a moment, and, throwing aside the air of caution that 
had marked their movements, approached, with bold and confi- 
dent steps, towards the choked entrance, through which they had 
forced their way into the open air. 

" Hurra, there, below ! " shouted Pete, dropping on one knee, 
and poking his head and long neck into the dark hole before him, 
" hurra ! ye poor, half smuddered divils — asking the Captain's 
pardon for the freedom — do you hear ? " 

" Ay, ay ! what report — what news from the regions above ? ^ 
responded several voices from the dark, and, till then, silent 
recesses within. 

<< The coast is as clear as a hound's tooth," replied the scout. 
^ Yes, aU clear, and that, too, with what I should call a consid- 
erable of a Tiengeanoe : so just troop atong out herci and 
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iee what God pat it into men's beads to make gimpowder 
for.'* 

This announcement seemed to produce an instant effect. A 
lively bustle was immediately beard among the party below. 
And in a few moments more, the men, followed by the women 
and children, came creeping, one by one, from their crowded fffid 
uncomfortable retreat, looking worn, haggard, and pale from 
fatigue, and more especially from the want of fresh air, with 
• which they had but imperfectly supplied themselves by digging, 
with their bayonets, small holes through the earthy covering 
of their refuge, to the surface above. After reaching the i^pen 
air, the company stood a moment on the banks of the chasm, 
viewing, in silent horror, the awful spectacle that was here pre- 
sented to their sight; when, at the suggestion of Selden, ^e 
females, accompanied by himself, and all but the common soldiers 
(who were busy in searching for guns and other spoils among the 
ruins), hastened to leave a scene so revolting to the senses. And 
making the best of their way over the tangled mass that every- 
where encircled the spot, with many a shudder at the disfigur^ 
and sometimes limbless bodies of the slain, for which they were 
often compelled to turn aside in their route, they proceed towards 
the open grounds in front of the site lately occupied by th^ house. 

" Umph ! look ! jus look um up there ! " exclaimed Nesbobee, 
eagerly pointing up the trunk of a large dry hemlock, which, 
standing some half dozen rods from the seat of the explosion, 
the company were unobservantly passing. 

Arrested by the unusually excited manner of the Indian, the 
whole party suddenly paused, and looked upward in search of 
the object to which he was so earnestly directing their attention. 
About half-way up the tree, the doubling body of a man hung 
dangling in the air, from a short, pointed limb, upon which he 
had evidently been thrown from the earth, and literally impaled 
through the middle, by the force of the explosion. His cadaver- 
ous'face was turned full towards the company, and a glance at 
the peculiar cast of his death-set features, explained, at once, to 
Captain Hendee and the girls, the cause of the wild and gleeful 
interest manifested by the native: it was the traitor. Remington,* 
who first betrayed the family to their enemies, and who was after- 
wards discovered to be in full league with Sherwood and Darrow, 
and, to the last, in active cooperation with them, in the black de« 

* The last of this tory fainilj, consisting of seveial brothers, I am infonne^ 
was sent to the state prison, a few yean ago. 
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Signs which they supposed themselves on the eve of accomplish- 
ing, when thus awfully arrested in their guilty career. Awe- 
stmck and appalled at the strange and dreadftil fate of the yiUain, 
the company, with one consent, turned away from the sickening 
sight, and, hastening from the spot, pursued their way in thou^t- 
ful silence, till they had passed, as they supposed, heyond the 
scene of these multiplied horrors. Another trial, however, though 
of a different and mingled^ character, still awaited them : a deep 
groan, issuing from a smaircovert on their left, now reached their 
ears, and caused them again to pause in their steps. 

^ It is a human groan," said Selden, << and doubtless that of 
some poor wounded wretch, who has crawled away from the 
scene of action. Perhaps his life may yet be saved," he added, 
as, beckoning to Jones, he promptly set out for the place from 
which the sound had proceeded. As the two passed round to 
the spot, they discovered a man lying in a state of almost utter 
exhaustion in the weeds behind a long log, by which he had 
apparently been arrested in his course while trying to reach a 
small brook a few rods beyond. His face, with every other 
exposed part of his person, was thickly besmeared with dirt^ 
gunpowder, and blood, which last was stiU freshly oozing from 
his mangled and broken legs ; and it was only by his hair, and 
the remains of his burnt and tattered dress, that he could be dis- 
tinguished as a white man. He seemed to be aware of the pres- 
ence of others, and his lips began to move with some inaudible 
request. 

" The poor creature is begging for water," said Selden, lower- 
ing his ear over the face of the invalid : '< let os remove him to 
the brook." 

Raising him carefully in their arms, they accordingly bore him 
to the bank of the rivukt, and having placed him in a sitting 
position, with his ba(^ agunst a large stump, they applied a 
gourd-shell of water to his lips, of which he drank eagerly and 
deeply. They then washed the blood and dtrt from his face, 
when he considerably revived ; and, opening his eyes, he looked 
up in evident surprise on our party, all of whom, ha'dng gathered 
round him, now stood viewing his gory and lacerated limbs in 
silent commiseration. 

" Why ! it is Darrow — the wretched and guilty Darrow ! " 
exclaimed Miss Hendee, starting back in surprise, and with an 
expression of mingled pity and abhorrence. 

"Ay, guilty enough, doubtless," responded Selden, "but as 



$4% THS 6RKKH MOtmTAtH BOT8. 

^eeplj djed in guilt as be is, tbere is another sdll more gniltj-^ 
wretched man, what has become of joar master ? " 

^ He escaped unbart from yonr accursed mine," feebly mat* 
tered the wounded ruffian, in replj. 

*" And has fled ?" asked the former. 

'^Tes ; fled, like a craven brute," said the other, with an angry 
scowl ; ^ fled, with the few who were as hicky as himself, leaving 
me and the rest of the wounded, with onr cries for assistance 
ringing in his ears, to die like dogs, alone here in the woods. 
And they have died — some of their wounds, some by crawling 
into the river and drowning, and s<»ne by plungii^ their knives 
into their own bodies, to put themselves out of miseiy. Yes, all 
gone, but me ; and I — " 

^ But perhaps your leader went off after a reinforcement, ex^ 
pecting soon to return with better means of serving yoQ," inter- 
rupted Selden, with the view of gathering from the other such 
information as would enable him to judge ci the probability of 
Sherwood's return to renew the attack. 

" No, damn him ! " exclaimed the wretch bitterly ; " he sup- 
posed, as I did, that all of your band, as well as most of our own, 
had perished in the explosion. No! the infernal villain intended 
I should die,^ he continued, with an expression rendered fairly 
diabolical bj rage, combined with the bodily anguish he was 
enduring. ^ But he did not dream I should fall alive into your 
hands, else he had finished me on the spot to prevent it, the 
black-souled devil ! for he is well aware that I know enough oi 
him, and his father before him, to make my revenge as ample as 
it will be sweet** 

" What dp you know of his father ? " asked Captain Hendee, 
stepping forward, with looks of eager curiosity and interest. 

" Enough," replied the other — " enough of both, to my sor- 
row : for, between tbem, they have worked my ruin and death. 
In aiding the old man in his villainy, I damned my soul ; and in 
abetting that of his son, I have lost my life ; for I feel that I 
must go now soon, though I might have been saved. Yes, and 
what have they done for me? what can they do now ? Nothing I 
The old man has gone to his place ; and Jake — perdition seize 
him ! " 

" What do you mean ? " sharply demanded the Captain. " Is 
John Sherwood dead ? Why, Jake told me, before he turned 
dovil to us, and not more thaii a week since, neither, that his 
father was alive and — " 

" And what if he did>" interrupted Darrow, growing restless 
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a&d impatient from tbe pain, which was now evidently beginning 
to invade the citadel of life — " what if he did ? The old man 
made a will — too mach in favor of your daughter here, or you, 
he suspects — and ill was to be kept dark till he could bring cer- 
tain things about.'' 

" Man, man, you are deceiving me ! " cried the other, warmly. 

" Father, I believe he is spes^dng the truth," interposed the 
daughter, to whose mind the late conduct <^ Sherwood, before 
inexpticabte, was now explained. 

" Truth — truth ! Alma Hendee," resumed the wounded man, 
now breathing thick, and speaking with increasing difficulty ; -r- 
" it is only the beginning of truths, that concerns you all, that — 
that I could — that I must and will tell, if — if soul and body 
will hold together long enough for me to expose -— "^ 

" Expose what ? — what can you reveal ? — go on ! — speak 
-^ speak i" exclaimed the old gentleman, impatiently breaking in 
on the other, in a tone and air of feverish excitement. 

" Wait — wait," resumed Darrow, grating his clenched teeth, 
and writhing about in a fresh paroxysm of anguish — "I will — 
will tell all — but wait till this is over — O, that pain! Oh! Grod I 
that pain, that pain ! ** and the poor wretch gasped for breath, 
and wildly threw about his arms in the insufferable pangs of his 
agony. 

'^ Captain Hendee," he faintly, and in a 8of);ened<Hone, resumed, 
after the desperate paroxysm had subsided,^ " did you ever mis- 
trust, that John Sherwood played you foul in respect to your 
property, which you was blind enough to intrust to his manage- 
ment?" 

" Why, I thought strange," replied the other, ** and yet I could 
not detect — but was he mshonest, then ? " 

" Yes," exclaimed Darrow ; " in that final settlement, he de- 
frauded you out of more than half of what was honestly youi 
own : and, as the main instance, fon recollect a large landed 
law-suit he brought in your behalf? " 

^ I do," said the Captain ; << and, finding he must fail in it, and 
subject me to ruinous costs, he compromised, by paying a small 
sum, and withdrew the action, as I understood." 

^ Well, now, it is God's truth, Captain," rejoined the former, 
^ that instead of paying anything, he received a large sum — his 
adversary, and not he, finding he must fail." 

'^ The faithless villain ! " exclaimed the astonished Captain, 
** may the wrath — but I will not curse him, now he is gone." 

" No ; for you can revenge yourself more effectually," said the 
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'^Ihe saa with whom this eom^romaewss made is stffl 
aliTO and, though it was agreed that the transactioii should ba- 
kepi a dead secret, there is no doubt he will swear to the aawont 
he pajed Sherwood, as he was not priTj to tl^ fraud on you." 

^ But how know jou all this ? "* asked the Captain, some new 
doubt seeming to arise in his mind. 

•* You will know directly," replied Darrow — ** that is, if-^if 
I tell JOU the rest" — he ocmtinued, pantring and hesitating, as if 
irresc^ate whether to proceed ; bat at lei^th seemii^ to make op 
his mind, he resumed, ^ Captain Hendee, you once had a darii^ 
son, who was k»t ? " 

^ I did, I did," responded the other with visible emotion. 

** And you haye heard," continued the former, '^ that he was 
last seen with a young man in John Sherwood^ employ — did 
you ever see that young man ? " 

** No," said the C^>tain, ** nor do I know what became of him^ 
or whether he is now living." 

*< He is still living, but will not be long," said Darrow : ^ you 
see him in the miserable, shattered, and dying creature lying be- 
fore you. Captain Hendee." 

^ You ! you ! " wildly and fiercely exdiumed the old man, 
^ but what of my son ? wretch ! did you murder the boy ? " he 
added, raising lus voice almost to a frantic scream, as the sus- 
picion flashed over his anticipating thoughts. 

" No, I was spared that," answered the other, ^ though my insti- 
gator, who was no other than that same John Sherwood, expected 
it of me, I think. No, I came across an Indian, who, for a bottle 
of rum, was willing to take the boy where his friends should 
never hear of him again." 

^ And you agreed with the hell-hound to do it, did yon, mcm- 
ster ! " again fiercely demanded the Captain. 

''Yes, I did that — I own it ! I own it! aye, I confess it!" 
exclaimed Darrow, eagerly ^repeating the words, as if he had 
brought himself to this act of penitence by some mighty efibrt. 
^ There ! " he added, wildly and menacingly brandislmig his fist 
at some imaginary presence, as he began to draw up his limbs and 
glare deliriously around him under another and fearful attack of 
his piuns, ^ there ! I have confessed it, you black fiend ! " and 
with a terrible yell of seeming exultation and defiance, he fell haA 
convulsed from head to foot ; and for many moments, he appeared 
to be wrestling terribly with the angel of death. 

At length, however, he became calm, and again opened his 
eyes upon the horror-stricken, but intensely interested oompany. 
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^I can't live through another like that — so let me speak 
while I can — you would know more of your son ? " faintly said 
the reviving wretch, turning his glazed and blood-shot eye Ian* 
guidly upon the Captain. 

^ Yes, yes," replied the other in a softened and imploring tone ; 
^ yes, if you have strength to go on, tell me, if you know, for 
God's sake tell me, whether there is any hope for a bereaved and 
iorrow-stricken old man ? — Did you ever hear of the boy — do 
you think he is still living ? " 

" If that boy lived to grow up," said Darrow, in reply, — if he 
be still among the living. Captain Hendee, I beHeve he is now 
standing by your side." 

Wholly unprepared for a development so unexpected and im« 
probable, the company stood silently gazing at each other a 
moment with looks of mingled doubt and astonishment ; when 
Selden who was obviously the one alluded to by the confessant, 
and who had appeared thoughtful and abstracted during the lat- 
ter part of the conversation, now turned to the other, and, with 
the air of one trying to recall some indistinct image of other days, 
observed, 

^I have some strange dim recollections — but what circum- 
stances can you name to warrant the belief you have just ex- 
pressed ?" 

** Why, if I am right," answered Darrow, " as I still think I 
am, you must have had, for many years, if you have not now, the 
proof on your own person ! For before I parted from the boy, I 
pricked two crossed arrows, with lasting ink, into his skin, near 
the elbow." 

A flash of joyous intelligence instantly broke over the beaming 
countenance of the young officer, and, as quick as thought, his 
arm was bared and held exuUingly alofl^ disclosing the still 
visibly impicted arrows to the astonished and delighted group 
around him. 

For one full minute not a word was uttered, and the mute elo- 
quence of the speaking countenance alone told the springing 
emotions of those most interested in this unexpected but happy 
denouement 

" My son ! " at length convulsively burst from the trembling 
lips of the overpowered father : " Grod bless — bless — bless " — 
and his voice died away in whimpering murmurs, as father, son, 
and daughter rushed into one long, sobbing embrace. 

Aroused in a short time from this absorbing scene of gushing 
affections, by a noise from the wounded man, the company turned 
30 
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toward him. A chmnge was passing OTer his face, and with the 
low mattered words, ^ retenged — retekged oh the destroy* 
ERA OF MT SOUL AiTD BODT, AT LAST ! " he gave One kmg qmr- 
ering gasp and expired. 

On the proposal of Selden, for sach, for conTenience, we wiH 
for the present continue to call him, the company now left the 
spot, and proce^ed to an open and unincnmbered space bj the 
road side, where the whole band were soon assembled preparatory 
to a final removal from the scene of action. 

At that instant a band of twenty armed horsemen btnrst sud- 
denly from the woods, and came pouring, in gallant array, i^ong 
the road from the south toward the spot From their equipments 
and general appearance, they were instantly discovered to be a 
detachment of mounted riflemen from the Continental army, 
headed by a field officer of considerable rank. 

" You are the day after the Fair, my hearties," gaily remarked 
Captain Hendee, whose over-mastering feelings at the rec^it joy- 
ful discovery, had now settled down into a fine flow of spirits. 
^ But I am glad they have come, fi)r I want the whole world lo 
know how proud I feel of my new found son." 

** Aye, but when they hear," replied the young officer in the 
same spirit, " that we owe this victory, and with it our lives, solely 
to the old veteran's plan of blowing up the enemy by whc^esale, 
ten to one, they do n't say, that the son has far Uie most reason 
to pride himself in the happy discovery. Seriously, however, the 
arrival of these men, at this moment, is most opportune, as some 
of them, doubtless, will give up their horses to convey you, the 
females and children from the place. But what ails our merry 
friend Jones, yonder ? " he added, pointing to the scout, who 
stood in the foreground, eagerly and with mouth agape, lookmg 
at the advancing cavalcade, Bn& holding his cap in his hand, as 
if about to hurl it into the air, in some joyous outbreak. 

^ He is about to welcome them with a few cheers, I suspect," 
replied the Captain. ** And hang me, if I do n't join him ; for if 
I do n't give vent to my feelings inr some way, I believe my <M 
broken shell of a heart will burst for very joy, like some old 
rusty howitzer, charged to the muzzle with gunpowder." 

"No, no, father," rejoined the other good humoredly, **joy 
rarely proves as explosive as that, I imagine. But I must for- 
ward to attend to tins reception myself, — Jones," he continued, 
advancing to the front, «let us ascertain their ols^ect, and a little 
more exactly who they are, before we make up our mouths fat 
much of a hurra on the occasion." 
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** Well that's jest what I 'm at, Captain," said the scout ; " and 
I calkerlate I have about two-thirds found out both them partic- 
ulars, already : for, if twenty-four hours ago, I had seen a chap 
riding towards me, with the make, and bearing of that officer, who 
Bits 80 splendid in his saddle yonder, I would have sworn, with a 
quarter of this bothering, that it was — and, by the living Laza- 
rus I I '11 swear it is now — so here 's hurra for the unshot 
Colonel I hurra ! hurra I " he added, throwing his cap thirty feet 
in the air, and leaping, in the ecstacy of his joyous emotions, a 
jard from the earth at each of his stentorian shouts ; in the last 
of which he was heartily joined by the whole band of his 
delimited comrades, as their beloved commander, the heroic War- 
rington, whom they had mourned as slain, now came dashing up 
to the spot, bowing low in token of acknowledgment of this flat- 
tering mark of their esteem. 

" Had you dropped down from the clouds before our eyes, Col- 
onel Warrington," said Selden, after the noise and bustle of this 
enthusiastic reception had a little subsided, ^' your presence could 
have scarcely more surprised us." 

" Indeed I " 

^ Yes, you was reported to have fallen in the last moments of 
the battle." 

^ I must then have been mistaken, I think, for Colonel Francis." 

'* Has that noble fellow then indeed been added to the honored 
catalogue of martyrs in our glorious cause ? " 

" I grieve to say it. — He fell covered with wounds, bravely 
fighting at the head of his regiment." 

" But you, and your men ? " 

** We yet mostly live to give Burgoyne a thrashing* But here, 
overpowel*d with numbers, by my own orders, we broke, scat- 
tered and fled, to meet again at Manchester. Reaching Rutland 
last night, and guessing at yoor course, and at your danger, I 
. collected this small force, and hastened to the rescue. And now, 
Captain, for yi>ur report, which, with these evidences of a conflict 
before me, I should dread to hear, but for the merry looks of the 
men, and the sunny faces of my fair friends whom I notice yon- 
der in the rear." 

** All in good dme, my dear Colonel ; bat come, first go along 
with me," said Selden with a significant and slightly mischievous 
smile, as he took the arm of his superior, and urged him forward 
to the spot where the interesting group to which he had just 
alluded still stood, in the agitation of their joyful 8ul*prise, with 
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qMurkling ejes and happy and fluttering hearts, eagerlj wailiiig 
to greet him. , 

Bat over the touching and tender scene that foUowed^ marked 
as it was by the reuniting of long estranged hearts, like the rosh- 
hig together of kindred waters, the surprising announcement <^ 
Selden's recently discovered relationship, and the mad pranks <^ 
the excited old veteran, now clamoring for the curses of Warring- 
ton on his own head, for his blindness and folly, and now eagerly 
bestowing the hand of his daughter, as a compensation ai^ 
reward, with many a sob-broken ejaculation for blessings on Uie 
happy couple — over all this we will drop the curtain, not caring 
to trust the pen to vie with the reader's outstripping fiuacy in fill- 
ing up the picture. 

Before another hour had elapsed the whole were mounted and 
in motion, on their unmolested way to the older settlem^its in the 
southern part of the Grants. 



CONCLUSION. 



The rolling seasons had nearly completed their annual round 
since the stirring incidents, which we last narrated, transpired, 
and nature was again enrobing herself in the leafy glories of sum- 
mer. The great struggle on the northern frontiers was over. 
The battle of Bennington had been fought and won, immortal- 
izing the name of the Roman Stark, and covering with deathless 
laurels the brave Green. Mountain Boys. The whole of that 
proud army, indeed, that swept, the last season, so vauntingly 
along these desolated shores, bad felt the vengeful arm of young 
Freedom, and withered at the touch. The inhabitants on the 
borders of Cbamplain, who had fled before the tempest of war, 
had mostly returned, and were now in possession of their unmo- 
lested homes. The seat of their country's strife was removed to 
a distance. And the husbandman was again following his plough 
in the field ; the peaceful sounds of the axemen were heard in 
the woods, and the hunter once more roamed his deer-trod hills 
unsuspicious of hostile ambush. 

At the pleasant, and no longer desolate cottage of Captain 
Hendee, a company, evidently much larger than the usual family 
circle, were assembled. The old veteran, as was formeriy hb 
wont, was sitting in his easy chair before one of the open windows 
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of the parlor, solacing himself with his old companion, the pipe* 
The other window was occupied by a fine looking military per* 
0on, now in the full bloom of vigorous manhood, richly dressed in 
the lace-trimmed uniform, and the surmounted badges of a field 
officer in the Continental army ; while by his side sat a peerless 
girl, whose simple, but rich and tasteful array of spotless white, 
surmounted by the emblematic rose of the same color, instead of 
the dumb, unspeaking jewel, told of bridal preparation. They 
were gazing out upon the glittering expanse of the breeze-ruffled 
waters of the Lake, and the gratified eye of the officer was rest- 
ing on the bright folds of his country's flag, which was again 
proudly waving in the distance over the walls of the opposite for- 
tress ; while the delicately blended fondness and respect, that 
lAiarked the blissful look of eacli, and the tender pathos of their 
low intermingling voices, as they exchanged the occasional 
remai^, betokened the presence of mutual confidence and love. 
There was another maiden in the room, scarcely less beautiful 
than the one just mentioned, but though ai*rayed like her fair 
companion, in the bridal garb, yet she sat unmated and alone, 
now listlessly running over the leaves of a little volume in her 
hand, and nQw anxiously and impatiently glancing through the 
window along the road to the south, as if expecting the appear- 
ance of some one from that quarter. The only other person at 
present in this apartment, with whom the reader has been made 
acquainted, was a modest, staid looking female, who, though 
comely, and not greatly faded, had yet evidently out-lived, by 
many years, the freshness and bloom of beauty's most favored 
period. She was sitting quietly in a comer, partly screened from 
the rest of the company by a door that swung inward. She, also, 
had been companionless, and had not, like the restless fair one 
last described, appeared to expect to be otherwise. But at this 
moment a singularly tall, woodsman-looking fellow came stoop- 
ing through the door-way from the adjoining room, where part 
of the company still remained ; when after throwing a half sheep- 
ish, half mischievous look around him, apparently to see if his 
movement was particularly noticed, he sidled around the swinging 
door, with a sort of hesitating, stealthy air, and sunk by degrees 
into a chair beside the demure looking damsel of whom we werfe 
speaking. 

« Well, now, if this ain't a curious fix ! " were his first words — 
" I vow to Never-come-Jaek — a sort of Saturday in the after- 
noon-chap that we used to swear by in the army — if it ain't too 
bad ! Do n't you think so, now, honestly, Miss Ruth ? " 
80* 
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^ What 18 it that you oompliun of as so bad, Mr. Jones ?^ re- 
plied the girl, with a good-natured and encouraging smile, which 
seemed instantly to reassure her somewhat flustered companion, 
as he replied : 

" What do I complain of? — Why, to be invited, as I was, by 
the 'Colonel and Alma there, to be here at two o'clock, to see 
three weddings ; when now it is well along towards night, and 
one bridegroom don't get on according to agreement, and no 
parson come to fix them that are here and ready for it Now, I 
like to see folks put out of their misery in some kind of season ; 
and so do the rest of them, I 've a notion : only jest look at the 
old Captain, yonder I He is getting out of sorts at the delayt 
rather rapid, a body would guess, by the manner he is pufi&ng 
away at his. old comforter there. And there is the Scotch bird, 
too ; may I miss my next aim on Old Trusty, if I do n't believe 
she '11 fiy away, if Major Sclden, as he has now got to be — 
Major Hendee, I spose, you '11 call him here — do n't come socm." 

"Jessy does, indeed, appear rather uneasy," observed the 
other, " and I really wonder Edward do n't come, myself. He 
sent us word, that he expected to get the Sherwood property all 
settled, so as to start from Albany yesterday morning. But you 
said three weddings, did n't you ? " 

" Three, did I say, Euth ? " asked Pete, with waggish gravity. 
" Well, two then — that is, if there ain't raaly any chance to be 
another, no way." 

" Why, what other could there be ? " said Ruth, quite inno- 
cently. 

" Well, now, I can't exactly say, but I was thinking it was 
rather a pity there, should i^^t be another match worked up here 
somehow ? " replied the scout, with a look at the other so signifi- 
cant, that it brought the blood into her cheeks. " You hold to 
saving; time and expense, do n't you ? " 

" Why, it is well enough to think of that in some cases, per- 
haps," muttered the doubtful and confused girL 

" Then, suppose, when the priest comes," said the other, with 
a roguish squint at her glowing cheeks and downcast looks, ^ sup* 
pose you jest stand up with — with — with old Captain Hendee, 
to be noosed the same time his children are ?" 

" O, nonsense ! Mr. Jones," replied the girl, greatly relieved, 
and yet evidently disappointed at this turn in the scout's remarks, 
which she supposed were to terminate in proposing one much 
nearer home — " Captain Hendee ! why, he is <^d enough to ht 
my fadier ! Besides, he would not have me." 
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** Yea he would." 

« No he would n V^ 

** Well, if lie should flumroux at such a chance, I know of a 
chap — and not- too old, neither — who'll agree to take his 
place." 

" Beallj, Mr. Jones, I think you must be trying to triflt with 
me?" 

" Mayhap you Ve mistaken, now," said Jones, with the air of 
one about to make some hazardous push, but looking keenly 
about for some chance to secure his retreat 

<' Then how am I to consider what you say ? " asked the other, 
seriously. 

" Why — why," said Pete, hesitating, but finding himself at a 
point where he must back out entirely, or proceed directly with 
his object, he added, with a sort of desperate resolution — " yes, 
I will — so here goes for dead ruin — you may consider it, Ruth, 
as good and earnest an offer, as ever a man stuck an axe in a 
tree." 

" Why, surely, Mr. Jones ! — this is so sudden — so unex- 
pected, that you cannot expect me now, as you have never before 
spoken to me on the subject — " 

" No ; but I *ve looked at you on the subject, Ruth ; and that 
an't all — I have thought on the subject, and that, too, ever since 
I left off sogering, after we had used up that old trooper, Bur- 
goyne, last fall. But I did n't know how to get at the bothering 
business. And now I have got at it, I want to do it all up, while 
I Ve got the knack of it. Now, all I *ve to say for myself, by way 
of recommend, is jest only this — I have a farm, and can love 
like a two-year-old. And, if you can go it on that, let us agree 
on the spot, and go off with the rest." 

" Impossible, Mr. Jones — that is now — if — if I had a little 
time for reflection — perhaps — " 

" Good I grand ! gk)rious I I '11 give you time, till the parson 
comes — a good half hour, I'll warrant you," exclaimed the 
woodsman, leaping up, in his ecstacy, and, with a sudden bolt 
through the door, bounding off into the fields, and giving vent to 
his delighted feelings in his old chorus, " Trol, lol, lol, de larly ! " 

At that moment a horseman rode hastily into the yard, leaped 
from his saddle, and, witl^ a few light and joyous bounds, landed 
on the threshold. 

^My brother!" exclaimed Alma, rising and rushing to the 
door. 

^My son, God bless^youl" said the Gaptfun, hobbling £at* 
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ward, wiih extended hand. ^ But how came you to be lagging 
at such a juncture as this, you truant ? " 

" O, Edward ! " cried Jessy, bursting from an adjoining room, 
to which she had a few moments before retired, " O, Edward ! " 
repeated the joyful but wayward girl, flying to the open arms of 
her betrothed, now dashing her haxids about her to clear her way 
among the advancing group, and now shaking her slender finger 
aloft, in affected menace, as she went, " now, if I do n't punish 
you for this, sir ! Back ! back 1 all of you, till I deal with tho 
villain for his conduct** 

" Fairly a prisoner, sir ; you may as well surrender, Major," 
gaily observed Warrington, to the laughing young officer, now 
enclosed on every side by besieging friends. 

" Aye, aye. Colonel,** blithely replied the latter ; " but I shall 
be upon my parole in a moment, I think ; when I will pay my 
respects — I have a glad secret for your ear, Warrington.** 

"A secret! a secret Ho be kept from us, at this hour!** ex- 
claimed both of the girls, at once, summoning a storm of affected 
indignation to their pretty brows. 

" Ah ! you little tyrannizers I ** said the Major, jocosely, ** you 
are wise to make the most of your power now ; for your reign is 
short I saw the parson falling into the road behind me, about ti 
mile back.** 

The last intimation seemed to produce an instant effect oh the 
young officer's fair assailants. Aiid releasing him at once, they 
fled, in maidenly dismay, to their private apartment, to compose 
and prepare themselves for the happy, though haJf-dreaded crisis. 

" Now, my son, tell us, in a word, what success you have met 
with at Albany," said Captain ttendee, turning to his son, as the 
girls disappeared. 

" Very fair : the business is all definitely settled at last** 

" Right glad to hear that ; but first, I am curious to know with 
what kind of face that black-hearted imp of mischief, Jake Sher- 
wood, met you, after all that has happened ? " 

" It was not till after many fruitless efforts, and a long negoci- 
ation, carried on with him by a go-between of his own kidney, 
that he could be induced to come from his lurking places, to face 
me at all. And when he did, it was with the same fawning and 
cringing, the same dissembling and falsehood, that has marked 
his whole career." 

" And what kind of a treaty did you at length conclude with 
the arch villain ! " 

" Better than he had any reason to expect from those who bad 
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both the right and th^ power on their side: for, after taking from 
the estate, that part which Jake had counted as his own, by 
Uncle's will, when I was considered as disposed of, and which, 
of course^ became mine/ on establishing my identity as your son 
— and after deducting also the legacies, which old Sherwood'n 
conscience wrung from him, in favor of you and Alma, together 
with the sums, which the indefatigable Yanderpool had found 
evidence of having been embezzled by the old man out of your 
property — even after counting your legacies as so much restitu- 
tion — after deducting all th^e, there would have been a mere 
pittance in equity, and nothing, probably, in law, left for the mis- 
creant. And as he had been apprised of this by Vanderpool, 
whom he could neither intimidate nor corrupt, he chose to throw 
himself on my mercy, rather than contend with us in law." 

** Well, as skilfully as this web of iniquity was woven, it is all 
unravelled, then, at last. But what did you finally allow him ? '' 

" A thousand pounds ; for, while I despised, I could not but 
pity the abject wretch. He signed acquittances, received his 
portion, in money and drafts, and, the same day, as I accidentally 
learned, started off to join his tory brethren at the south." 

The conversation was here interrupted by the arrival of the 
parson, who had scarcely been ushered into the house, before yet 
another guest was announced. This was the amazon widow, who 
now rode irito the yard, attended by Neshobee, each having a 
brace of her hardy urchins, disposed of behind and before, on the 
cruppers and necks of the Captain's thus trebly burdened horses, 
which had been kindly sent for that purpose early in the morning. 

" Not at the eleventh hour after all," said the woman, as with 
stately tread she came sweeping into the room, and gave her 
hand successively to each of the assembled guests, who rose, and 
with looks of mingled cordiality, and respect, advanced to meet 
her. Well, I am gratified to find I am not too late to witness 
the ceremony, though another motive mainly prompted my 
coming." 

" Another motive ? " said the Captain, " what might that be ? " 

"Gratitude," rejoined the widow feelingly — "to offer, iu 
person, the thanks and blessings of the widow and fatherless to 
these brave and generous young officers, for their undeserved 
gift of fift|i pounds." 

" Not undeserved, especially from us, permit me to say, Mrs» 
Story," replied Major Hendee. "And our only fear was, that it 
would not even requite you for the losses you sustained on ouf 
accost on that fea^ul night, which none of us can ever forget" 
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** Not requitf me ? O, more — doubly bo," replied the woman, 
mastering her grateful emotions, and resuming her naturalij free 
and easy manner: "Why, gentlemen, if you would but visit us 
there now, you would see a new house worth two of the old one ; 
flourishing crops, and a well provisioned and happy family — and 
all from your bounty." 

" Our pittance, if you please," observed the Colonel, " and Uiat 
too, under the management of one, who, I must say, <^ all 
women — " 

" Has the least patience with a ^tterer. Colonel," interrupted 
the widow with good-natured bluntness, jumping up and going to 
the window, as sometlung seemed suddenly to occur to her mind. 
" Now, I should like to know, if you gentlemen can tell me," she 
resumed, after gazing out on the lake a moment, '* I should like 
to know the meaning of the great stir I noticed over at the fort, 
as I came down the road : one would think they were preparing 
for a battle." 

^ We heard a firing in the direction of Ticonderoga an hour or 
two ago, which we could not account for, but have noticed nothing 
unusual over here, I believe," said Captain Hendee, looking 
enquiringly at the two officers. 

"Ah! your promised secret. Major?" cried Warrington, 
perceiving a knowing and mysterious smile upon the countenance 
of the other. 

" You shall have it now — the rest of the company will know 
it soon," replied the Major, approaching his superior and whis- 
pering in his ear. 

" God bless you for the news ! " exclaimed the Colonel, with a 
look of joyful surprise. " But where did you meet him ? " 

■ " At Bennington, where he arrived but three days ago amidst 
the roar of guns and the shouts of a rejoicing people. I per- 
suaded him to come on with me, as he did, to Skenesboro' ; when 
he took the water, while I came by land, having first despatched 
a runner to notify the garrisons at the two posts of his approach." 

"Heaven be praised!" rejoined Warrington, "and let the 
Green Mountains rejoice ! " 

" They will, soon ; for yonder he comes, by Jove ! " exclaimed 
the Major, eagerly pointing out upon the lake. 

At that instant the house shook and trembled to the reverber- 
ating roar of a twenty-four pounder, belching forth a cloud of 
fire and smoke from the gray walls of the opposite fortress. 

The surprised and startled company instantly rushed into the 
yard. A light sail boat had just made her appearance on die 
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lake from the south, and, with bellying canvass, was now scudding 
rapidly before the freshening breeze, with her course evidently 
set for the fort. As she neared, a tall, erect, military figure 
appeared conspicuously standing on the forecastle, with folded 
arms, gazing steadily forward towards the works, around whose 
ramparts were seen the long rows of the expectant officers and 
soldiers of the garrison ; while, at momentary intervals, came the 
welcoming peal of the deep-mouthed gun. At length the saib 
of the vessel were furled, and she swept round and lay to, directly 
abreast of the fort; which, the next instant, was suddenly 
enveloped in a springing cloud of smoke, while the tall forest 
around nodded to the united roar of a dozen cannon, among the 
broken echoes of which, as they rolled from shore to shore and 
died away among the far responding mountains, was heard the 
noisy salute of drums, and the reiterated cheers of the soldiery, 
once more making the welkin ring with the name of ^' Ethan 
Allen!" 

After a brief interval of silence, the same little craft was seen, 
with hoisted sails, emerging from the lifting clouds of smoke, and 
making her way directly across the lake towards the cottage* 
And in ten minutes more the hero of the Green Mountains, 
unexpectedly returned from a long and painful captivity, was 
received, and ushered into the house amidst the warm and 
unfeigned congratulations of the rejoicing party. 

^ Well, Colonel Allen,'' said Captain Hendee, scanning the thin 
and worn person of the other, as they all became seated in the 
room, " they have rather worsted you in your captivity, I per- 
ceive: you are now hardly the staunch and iron-bound fellow 
you was three years ago, when eight or ten armed hirelings came 
here to seize you as a York outlaw, but were fairly cowed out of 
the attempt till they supposed you asleep, and a little worse off 
than that too, perhaps." 

" Aha ! my old friend, do you remember that foolish scrape ? " 
replied Allen. ^* No, no. Captain, not the man I was then," he 
added, glancing over the huge raw bones of his shrunken frame 
with a melancholy smile ; " no, the British could never forgive 
me for taking old Ti ; so with characteristic magnanimity to a 
fallen foe, they took their revenge by battering, hewing, hacking, 
and starving the old body, till there is scarcely enough left of it 
to furnish a habitable tenement for the soul, which remains as 
whole and sound as ever ; for that, thank God, they could neither 
kill nor bribe." 

^Bribel bribe! did they realj try to do that?" exclaimed the 
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young officers, laughing at the thought of an attempt to bay Hf 
Ethan Allen. 

" To be sure, did the infernal fools ! ** said Allen, " and that 
more than once ; though the last, and perhaps the best offer I 
ever had to induce me to damn myself, that is, to become one ci 
them, was made me by a high dignitary of the crown, who, in be- 
half of his prince, as he said, offered me nearly half the lands in 
Vermont, if I would enter his service against my countrymen ! — 
tlie Christless knave ! It was well for him that I was handcuffed, 
at the time." 

" And what answer did you give him ? " asked Warrington, 
curiously. 

'^ Answer ? ** replied Allen, smoothing his dark brows, which 
had become fierce and stormy at the remembered insult, ^^ what 
answer ? why, I told the royal ape to go and tell his master, tlu^ 
he reminded me, in his offer to give me lands in America, of a 
certain other prince, mentioned in Scripture, who took the Saviour 
up into a high mountain, and showing him all the kingdoms of 
the world, offered to give him the whole of them, if he would 
fall down and worship him, — when the fact was, the poor devil 
had not a single foot of land on earth to give 1 " 

The subject was here dropped by common consent ; when, after 
a brief pause. Major Hendee turned a significant look upon his 
father, who seemed readily to understand what was now expected 
of him, and he accordingly observed, — 

"I suppose you have been apprised, Colonel Allen, of the 
happy occasion, upon which, after all our troubles, we have been 
permitted to assemble ?" 

" I have, sir," gallantly answered the other, " and I felt, thai 
my peculiar notions, relative to the certainty of the earthly 
rewards of bravery and virtue, were strikingly confirmed, when 
I learned, that my two friends here were about to draw such rich 
prizes in the lottery of life." 

" Ah ! Colonel Allen," exclaimed Jessy archly, " you, too, caught 
playing the flatterer ? I had thought well enough of you to believe 
you an exception to the generality of men, in that respect. But 
I '11 expose you, my brave Colonel I — What did you say and pre- 
dict, at the time you captured Ticonderoga, respecting the intimacy 
which you were then accidentally led to suspect existed between 
your then Lieutenant Selden and Colonel Reed's daughter ? " 

" Why the deuce is to pay ! " cried Allen, taken rather aback by 
his fair antagonist — " there has been treason here, somewhere. I 
recollect something about my misgivings in the matter. But I 
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•m not 9. going to be tricked out of mj compliment, at all events : 
for, if the daughter of a British Colonel has the independence to 
marrj a Yankee rebel, she must be, to him, at least, a prize 
richly worth the winning." 

" She is not married yet," observed Captain Hendee, with well 
assumed seriousness : '^ for before that is suffered to take place, 
I, who stand as a sort of sponsor for the girl, must be heard in 
the business : and to this end, I beg leave to read a little from 
my letter of instructions from her father ; which I have never 
before made known," be added, producing a letter, from which 
he proceeded to read to his surprised and wondering auditors the 
following extract : 

" Wi' regard to that wajrward bairn o' mine, an' that Mr. 
Nabody, her rebel bver, as I became satisfied he was, it is out o' 
the question I should be consentin' to a match o' sic a sort Na^ 
she must be cured, an' in some sic way as I named to you. An' 
that being done, then her old lover, Mjyor Skene, will come in 
for an easy conquest But in your moves to this object, let me 
again caution you to beware how you forbid this intimacy ; for 
ever since mother Eve's dido wi' the apple, the moment you forbid, 
the Diel taks the woman." 

^Father, how is this, and at this late hour?" exclaimed the 
astonished son, glancing from l^e former to the no less surprised 
§pT\ at his side, who also began to open her lips in remonstrance, 
when, detecting a lurking raiile on the old gentleman's counte- 
nance, she stopped short 

^ Perhaps we may as well read a passage from another letter 
of a more recent date," said the Captain, opening another paper, 
&om which, after slyly enjoying the perplexity of the party inter- 
ested, a moment^ he read, — 

** So, you sly old Yankee, you an' Jessy hae owitrived to check- 
mate me at last I TMs comes o' leaving a. daughter in a land o' 
rebellion : nathless I canna but say, I regret that circumstances 
^^1 not permit me to be present to take my stoup on the merry 
occasion, which you say, wi' my ccmsent, is to tak place early the 
coming summer : weel, you may tell the younker, wi'out hinting 
my good opinion o' him as aboon written, that, upon the whole, I 
will own him as a son-in-law, provided he will tak the crap o' 
wild oats which the chick, frae sa plentifu' a sowing, must now 
hae ready for the reaping, as a portion o' the wife's dowry." 

" Gad ! I begin to like the humerous old fellow," said Allen ; 
^ and that stoup which he regrets he cannot take with us, I will 
ixiak to his health as an extra bumper after the ceremony* 
81 
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Thongli before tiiat takes place, I would ask if (here are no mors 
eases which might be settled at this time ? " 

^ We know of none," replied the CSaptain and his son, to whom 
the last part of the speaker^s remai^ had been addressed in an 
imdertone. 

^I don't know about that," rejoined the former, *^1 have been 
looking about me a little, and it strikes me that there are materials 
enough at least. If you will make me master of the ceremonies, 
with powers to draw out the parties ? — ** . 

** Certainly, certainly. Colonel," replied the others, laughing 
bat shaking their heads dubiously at the well understood sug- 
gestion. 

^ No faith, eh ? Well, there is nothing like trying," rejoined 
Allen. ^ Jones," he continued, now turning round to the scouts 
who had resumed his seat by the side of Buth, '^ Jones, you have 
been a brave fellow — how is it that you are not to be rewarded, , 
* at this time, as well as the rest ? " 

^ Well, I 've just been thinking. Colonel, replied Jones, 
screwing up his pluz, now queerly streaked with blushes, " that it 
was rather a hiurd case, considering, that I should n't have any 
share in the loaves and fishes. But the fact is, that the fish thai 
I 've had in my eye," he added, casting a sheepish glance at Buth, 
" wont quite say, whether I 'm to be in luck to-day, or not. " 

^Aha! just as I thought But she shall say," cried Allen, 
advancing a step towards the confused and blushing maiden, on 
whom all eyes were now turned in surprise, at this development 
of a courtship so little expected ; ^^ she shall give you an answer, at 
least, or, by the wrath of Cupid ! she shall be punished for her 
cruelty by running a kissing gauntlet through the company; 
And 1 11 have the first one," he added, still further advancing^ as 
if to suit the action to the word. 

'^ It is so ridiculous ! " stammered the shrinking Buth. 

** Perhaps you had rather say yes to my worthy fiiend, here?" 
•aid the former, his lip slightly curling with a sportive smile. 

^I should — that is, I<— I should," relied the girl, dropping 
her head in confusion. 

" Do you see that ? " exultingly said Allen — "I have succeeded 
in spite of your faithlessness : nor do I believe my triumphs need 
end even here." 

"Ah I i will knock under, Colonel," observed the Ck4[>tain, 
laughing. 

"Ay, ay," responded the Major, gaily, "we must now acknowl- 
edge your prowess in the court of Cupid, as well as in the camp 
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of Mars. But be not over ambitious, lest your zeal be dampened 
by a failure. Where will you find materials for another triumph ? '* 

^ Here/' answered the other, pointing to Neshobee and Zilpah, 
who, for reasons best understood by themselves, had also pared 
off in a comer together. " I have been reading eyes, which are 
about the only book I ever read where we are sure of die truth ; 
and if those who control these persons should have no objec* 
tions— " 

** Never mind that. Colonel, if you have faith for the trial,** 
exclaimed the old Captain, entering into the full spirit of Ihe 
game. 

^ Upon my word. Colonel Allen, I think you a most incorrigi- 
ble meddler ; but you may proceed, for aught I care,'' said Miss 
Beed, pouting most beautlAilly. 

" Ah, do n't laugh, ye wise ones, till you see," said the jovial 
matchmaker, confidently. << Well, Miss Zilpah," he continued, 
familiarly addressing the half-blood, '< you see which way your 
young mistress is about to travel — now, as you intend to follow 
her fortunes, do n't you think it would be more pleasant and suit- . 
able for you, to have some such brave and trusty companion on 
the road as Neshobee here would make yott ? " 

^^ Eli 1 " exclaimed the girl, with a blush which brought her 
cheek to a feUow redness with that of the young In£an by 
her side. ^^ He 1 you queer man I But Neshobee, he no hab 
me." 

" Good ! " cried the former, " there is a challenge for you, my 
red fnend. She says you wont marry her I " 

^ Umph 1 " uttered the still grave, though evidently delighted 
native, <^me never know Zilpah tell lie before." 

"There! you unbelievers," exclaimed Allen, looking round 
triumphantly upon the company, "see what a man can do* 
Now parson, do your duty." 

Beader, our story is told, and, with a word upon the subsequent 
career of those in whose destinies we trust we have been able in 
some degree to interest you, we will bid you adieu : 

Of that singular, bold, rough, versatile, yet honest and strong 
minded man, Ethan Allen, little more need be said. The 
remainder of his public life was devoted to the accomplishment 
of that object, for which he had so fearlessly contended before 
the revolution, the independence of his state. And her history 
sufficiently attests to the importance of his services. 

The gallant young offloers^ after their twice extended furloughi 
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had expired, leaving their lovely and loving wives at the cottage 
of Cf^tain Hendee, to cheer and soothe the old veteran in his 
declining years, and, in due time, to render his second childhood 
anything but companionless, returned to their posts in the lU-my, 
in whic^ honored and distinguished, they remained, till they had 
witnessed the achievement of their country's independence; 
when they retired to their homes in the Green Mountains, to 
receive from their fellow-citizens those substantial memorials of 
their esteem which may still be found recorded among some of 
the early acts of the Legislature of Vermont, granting valuable 
tracts of land to certain individuals for important public services. 

Pete Jones and his staid spouse immediately repaired to their 
little opening in the woods, where, having renewed his acquaint- 
ance with his rusty axe, he caused the forest to melt away before 
his powerful arm, till his labors were rewarded by one of the best 
&rms on the borders of the lake ; while his wife became one of 
the most notable of housewives, having never had cause to regret 
her abrupt connection with the eccentric, though amiable woods- 
man, as may be inferred from the opinions she was often heard to 
express in favor of long men and short courtships. 

Widow Story remained on her farm, cultivating and enlarging 
it with her own hands for many years ; when, her oldest son hav- 
ing at length been enabled to butt his mother, to use a chopper^a 
phrase, that is, to get off his cut first, in a trial of skill on the 
same log, she concluded to betake herself to household duties, 
giving up her farm work to her sturdy little band of foresters, 
who, in the process of time, let in the sun on extensive tracts of 
some of the finest lands on Otter Creek. 

Neshobee and his yellow rib continued to reside on the farm 
of Captain Hendee, in a log hut built expressly for them, till the 
old gentleman's death ; when they removed to the woody shores 
of the Horieon, where they spent their days in a ceaseless war- 
fare upon the beautiful trout of the lake, and the deer, bear, and 
other wild animals of its surrounding shores. 

And, lastly, the miscreant Sherwood, who, through the inscru- 
table ways of Providence, was permitted to live, Cain-like, to old 
age, found his way, at the close of the Kevolution, to the common 
refuge of American tories in Canada, where he finished his days 
in poverty and disgrace, always obtaining credit by flattery an^ 
falsehood, alwa3r8 abusing it by fraud and treachery, and livings 
indeed, abhorred by men, and seemingly accursed of Grod. 

THE END. 
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THE MODEM HABP, 

Or, BOSTON SACRED MELODIST.— A CoUecti<m of 
Chnrcli Music, comprising, in addition to many of the most Popular 
Tunes in common use, a great yariety of new and original Tunei^ 
Sentences, Chants, Motets, and Anthems, adapted to Social and 
Beligious Worship, Societies, Singing Schools, &c. By "Edwamd 
L. White and JoHir E. Gould. 

This Book, in the short space of twelre months, has passed through 
Bo less than sixteen editions, and is now used in aU the best Choirs aid 
Societies in New England, and is uniYersallj considered as one ol ib.% 
best books of Church Music now in use. 

*So fiur as we haye been able to examine this work, we should judge 
b to be superior to any modem work that we hare notn/* ^^Showhegam 

"■ In bringing this work before the public, no time or pains haye been 
spared to render it not only a popular, but a useful Collection. Bfim 
than the usual number of new Tunes occupy a space in it, and most of 
this new Music is of .a high character, and possesses the true attributes 
of Church Music There is also to be found an unusual number of 
Sentences, Select Pieces, Chants, Ac, suitable for the opening and doshig 
ef divine worshh), among which the entire service of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church is giyen in the order of peribrmance. 

** The whole Collection is judiciously arranged, and will undoubtedly 
ake a rank second to none of the numerous publications of Ch«ni 
Music now is us«.* «- / ' 



* Thit Book U oompoted motU j of Music new to the Aniericaa pvhk^ 
•ad embraces trtry Tariety of metre now in use, with nnmeroos 6e» 
iBiioes, Chants, Motets, and Anthems, suited to particiilar oocasioiis.'*- 
8aUm Obmrvmr 

[ExtrtBd qf a iMier firm Rtv. M. K Cnm, of Palmtr, Mim,] 
"I am finee to acknowledge that I hare been very highly gratified witk 
the musical taste and talent exhibited by the authors, it seems to me 
that a larger proportion than is usual in books of this kind, will be found 
suitable and edifying for common choirs and coBgregations. The s^ee- 
tion of toordt, set to the Music, is very chaste, and well adapted to deyo- 
Ikmal purposes ; which gives an additional interest to the work. I aa 
hi^y to leam tiiat it is soon to be introduced in our own congres^ttkic" 

M. K CBOSS 



THE OPERA CHORUS BOOK, 

Consisting of Tiios, Quartets, Quintets, Solos, and ChofniseS; 
selected and arranged from the most popular Operas of Yon Weber, 
"Rossini, Meyerbeer, Bellini, Benedict, Donizetti, Mercadante, 
Auber, Balfe, Yerdi, and Bishop. By Edward L. Whitk and 
John E. Gould. 

[We sdea the JUlowing Jhm nmiienms Notices of this Work 

" Salek, Notbmber IST, 1847. 
*Mr. B. B. Musset — Dear Sir — I have examined the newpublicap 
tion which has lately come from your press, called the * Opera Chorus 
Book,* and do not hesitate to commend its design and execution. The 
Selections are well made and well arranged, and are, almost aU of them, 
eems of high musical value. The field from which they were gathered, 
las not, u^ now, been expk>red. It is rich m firuits, and it is to be 
hoped, that such success may attend this first gathering, as to induce the 
reapers again to try the sickte." 

Tour friend and serfaat,^ H. X. OLIVEB. 

** On every pase there Is evidence of mndi patience, care, and industiy, 
on the part of me Editors, and we (juestion if among all the Tolnmes 
of Secular Music that have been puUished in this country, there will be 
found one that has more real claims to the admiration of the musical 
public than this. The Work abounds in Uiose delicious gems of the 
Opera, any one of which is beautiful enough to te mpt our readers to 
the purchase of the whole collection." — .Bogton DaUy Whig* 

[From Thomca Poioer, Esq,] 

" Boston, Dsa 29th, 1847. 
•'Geftlbkbw, — Having examined, with some care, the *OFERi 
Ckorus Book,* of which you are the publishers, I cheerfully give you 
ny opmion of its particular merits. As the study and practice o^ 



Beeiilar Fart Mtuic has been porsiied with increased seal andi 
within a few years, it has been a leading object to find accessible advaa^ 
ded works of a good character. The practice of Uie old standuil Gleei, 
however excellent, has lost its novelty, and some of its interest A 
higher grade of compositions has been required ; and the graceful sad 
charming choruses of the modem Opera hare given an increasing iesiie 
for that class of compositions. 

** In selecting from the standard works of the day, a knowledge of 
the requirements of performers, and a good judgment as to what shall 
meet these requirements, were imperative. The collection of the Opuu 
Chorus Book has been made with good discretion, combining what !• 
In advance of the current standard, and, at the same time, affording to 
■ocial parties, for which it seems to be paftkeularly prepared, the eaij 
means of studying gems of some of the best masters. 

" Whatever motive of ambition or interest suggested the idea of this 
CSollection, the Book is exactly what is wanted at this time; and it will 
be taken as a favor to the musical public, inasmudi as it cannot fail to 
be a great acquisition for practice, and a means of creating a better 
taste. A book got at with such good properties, cannot fail to be well 
raoeiT^d.*' Besp^tfiilly yonn, 

THOMAS POWER. 



THE TYROLIEN LYRE, 

A Glee Book, consisting of easy pieces, arranged mostly ftt 
Soprano Alto, Tenor, and Bass Yoioes, with and without Piano 
Forte Awtiompaniments, comprising a ccMnplete cdlection of Sdoii 
Duets, Trios, Quartets, Quintets, Choroses, &c., for the use of 
Societies, Schools, Clubs, Choirs, and the Social Cuncle. By 
Edwabd L. White and John E. Gowlb. 

The sale which this Work has already met is evidence that its merHi 
are well known to the public; but we extract the following from ^ Thi 
Wofid of Munc :^' — * It contains many subjects from different popular 
Operas, very beautifully elabo^ted, among which we recognize mai^ 
gems of m^ody from jRossini, Anber, Bellini, Balfe, 4c. Also some 
sterling Glee compositions from Bish^, Spofforth, Danby, &C., and a 
lai^ number of those Tyrolien melodies which Malibran and the * Batner 
Family' used to electrify their hearers. The Work will not onlv be a 
pleasant social companion, but will be found extremely useful for Choin, 
Sdiools, Ac** 

* It Is a large and well executed yolume of two hundred and thirty 
pages, containing easy pieces, arranged mostly for Soprano, Alto, Tenor, 
and Bass Voices, witn and without Piano- Forte Accompaniments, 
comprising a complete Collection of Solos, Duets, Trios, Quartets, 
Quintets, Choruses, 4c The names of 'Edward L. Whitb and Jomf 
E QouLD, by whom the Music is composed, selected, and arrange^ 
Is a sufficient reoommendation of its exceUenM." — Olive Brxuuh, 
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THE BOSTON MELODEON, VOL. I. 

A CoQectioii of Secular Mdodies, conostiiig of Songs, Glei^ 
Boondi, Cfttdies, &c^ inclnding many of the most popular Fieoei 
of the day ; arranged and hannooixed for Four Yoiceii B j £»* 
wasdL. Whitk. 



THE BOSTON MELODEON, VOL. H. 

A CoUectioD of Secular Melodies, crnimring of Songs, G]e8% 
fioimds, Catches, &c^ mchiding many of the most popular piecM 
of the day, arranged and harmonized ftr fi>ar Toioes, toL 2, by E 
L. Wbits. 

The above Books hare been beftm the ^rn^fh some two yean, dnriog 
wfaicfa thiie, more than 23,000 of them hare been sold, aiA thtax npm- 
latioa IS too well known to require any commendation. 

THE Wreath of school songs, 

Consisting of Songs, Hymns, and Chants, with appropriate Mnaio^ 
lasted fiir the nse of Common Schods, Seminaries, &c To which 
ire added the Elements of Vocal Mnsic, arranged according to 
die Pestalozzian System of Instruction; with numerous ExerdseSi 
tntended to supersede (m part) the neoesnty of the Black-board. 
By Edwabd L. Whttb and JoHir E. Gould. 

"This Work is just the thing for Schools, Jayenile Concerts, &e.; 
consisting of Songs, Hymns, uid Chants, with a[)propriate Mnsic, de> 
signed for the nse of dommon Sdiools, Seminaries, &c., to whidi it 
prefixed the elements of Vocal Mnsic In many of the Pablic Schods 
out of the city, as well as in, Mnsic has recently constitated a part of 
tiie stadies of the pupils. This we are glad to see, as many advantages 
may be derived from snch a course. And the experiments, as yet, have 
proved quite satisfactory. For such purposes, we have seen no better 
work than the 'Wbbath or School Sonos.'" — OUveBram^ 

** Wreath or School Sonos." — ''The above is the title of a 
New Music Book, just from the press, and is pectiliarly calculated to 
mterest the young singer and make him acquainted with the Elements 
of Music** — Eastern Mail 

''It is a charming little volume, and we recommend it to aU who 



BAKER'S ELEMENTARY MUSIC BOOK, 

Comprising a variety of Songs, HTmns, Chants, &c. Deigned 
for the use of Public and Private Schools. By Benjamin F. 
Baker. 

**Th]8 titde Work is designed for Children, as its title indicates. Mb. 
Bakeb is an accomplish^ and sacccssful Teacher of Music in our 
Pablic Schools; and his experience in teaching Children to sing, has 
enabled him to prepare a work adapted to their wants. The tntrodac- 
torj part is simple and comprehensive ; and, in the hands of a good 
teacher, cannot fail to lead the learner to a thorough knowledge of the 
idence of Music. The Songs are for tiie most part Uvelj and interesting, 
containing just and moral sentiments; and the Music is admirably 
adapted to them. We commend it to the attention of all those interested 
In school education.'' — Atiat, 

** The Book is prepared with knowledge and judgment, and is admi- 
rably adapted to the purposes for which it is designed ; and our Com« 
mittee, wisely regarding the interest of our Children, have anthoriased 
its use in those Schools of which Mb. Baker has the care." — MarctuUiU 
Journal, 

** We have examined this Work, and do not hesitate<#o xeoommwnd it 
to all who are desirous of obtaining a useful book. The Elements of 
Mumc are arranged in the most natural and convenient order for the 
use of Sinnng ^hools and Private Classes. After a few Introdnctoiy 
Remarks, me Scale is introduced to the learner, and explained in the 
author's peculiariy plain and happy s^l^ Next in order is M Staff, 
Clefs, Notes, Rests, &c. The whole Work is regularly laid ont in the 
most comprehensive form, illustrated with appropriate Remarks and 
Examples. The Examples on the transposition of the scale, are the 
most plain and the easiest for the pupil to understand of any we have 
ever seen. The Book also contains about one hundred and twenty 
pages of Music, ' designed for the use of Public and Private Schools.* 
Teachers of Music will find this a very useful text-book, as it will enable 
them to go through with the Elementary department of instruction fai 
dne half of the time which it usually requires." — World of Mime 



THE SABBATH SCHOOL LUTE; 

A Selection of Hymns and appropriate Melodies, adapted to tha 
wants of Sabbath Schools and Social Meetings. By E. L. Wrara 
^d J. E. Gould, authors of the "Modem Harp," "Tyrolien 
Lyre,'* "Wreath of School Songs,'* "Opera Cbanm Book," 



SCHOOL BOOKS. 

HHclMMdK** B#»lKl(eeptw.— A New MeOi^ of teaddif 
be ArtofBookkeqiing, by J. Imror HncHCOOX. 

mcchcM^^ Key.— A Sej to Hitdiooek'fl Meliiod of Boek 
—A Hew SjHea of Teaddos Ereadh, \f 



Wdwamd Cmuwcmb 

Cattcv^ PkyslolMy.^AiiatomTandFlijnology.aee^^ 
aad Famfliee, by Cai.tdi Gums, ILD, with 



C«Ctci^ FflVt Boole* ^ Fint Book OD AiiAtomy and Fbjsiology, 
bj Caltoi Cuttks, ILD^ with 84 Engraiiiigs. 

C > lWu« % Se^piMl* — Arithmetic, opon the wdmthe method of 
Imtnictioii, behig a Seqod to Intellectoal Arithmetic, bj Wammxs Coir 



Bo jet's FreBCk INctiOBarjr. — Boyer's Frendi DictioBeiT^ 
eoBprising sU the ImproremeBts of the latest Paris and London editions, 
with a htfge nnmber of nsefol Words and Phrases, selected from the 
modern dictionaiies of Baiste, ICaillj, Catinean, and othen, with the pro> 
nondation of each word, according to the dictionary of the Abbe Tardy : 
to which are prefixed Roles for the Plronnnciation of French V oi p mi , 
D^hthongs, and final Consonaats, with a table of Frendi Verbs, 4c. 

8lMrwta*S Ali^elHV*— An Ekmaitarr Treatise on Algebra, 
for the nse of Stndenta in High Sdiools and Colleges, by Thomai 
8Hxmwn, A.M. 

Sberwiii's Kej.^A Key to the Elementaiy Treatise on Alge- 
bra, by Thomas Sbbrwdt, AJC. 

l^orcestei^s DfctfOBarjr, in l toL 9ro. 

l^^^stei^s IHetkomaurjf complete, unabridged, crown qnaito 

F. A. A^aMS's AritlinMile and Key. 



PRONOUNCING BIBLE. 

Jott Polished, a new editioD of Algei^s PraDOoncii^ Sihia, oi 
1 ToLoctaTO. 

^'This m an mTahMble edition cf the mOe. and shaaid W imwrngf 
^mdlj wfasre dme are dntdrea." 



CLASSICAL BOOKS. 

Crosby's Oreek Orammar.— A Grammar of the QwA 
Lang^nage, by Alpheus Crosbt, Professor of tlie Greek Langmige aod 
literature, in Dartmouth College. 

Crosby's Greek Tables. 

Crosby's Xenophon's Anabasis. 

Pickering's Greek liexicon.— This is the tesc Greek Lex 
ion in use. 

I«everett's I^atin lexicon, i yoL 8to. 

Gould's Ovid* — Excerpta exscriptis Publii Ovidii Nasonis, aoce* 
iont Notnls AoglicsB et QusBstiones, in osum SchoUe Bostoniensis. Cnxt 
B. A. Gould, JlNL 

€U»uId*s Horace. — Qointii Horatii Flacci Opera, aocedant 
Claris, Metrija, et Notai Anglic« Juyentati Accommodatse. Cora B. A 
Gould, A.M. 

CU^uId's Tirg^U. — Pablins Yirgilins Maro's BacoUca, Georgica 
et ^neis, accedont Clavis, Metrica, Notulss AoglicsD, et Qaiestiones. 
Cora B. A. Gould. 

Xenophon's Anabasis. — Xenophon*s expedition of Cymi. 
with English notes, prepared for the use of Schools and Coil^;es, with t 
Life of the Author, by Chables Dbxtbr Clbvbland. 

Greek Delectus. — Delectus Sententiarum GriBcanunadi 
tironum accommodatus ; cum Notulis et Lexico. 



MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

Encyclopedia Amerii^ana.— A popular Dictionary of Arts, 
Sciences, Literature, History, Politics, and Biography* a new editioa 
mcluding a copious collection of original. Articles in American Biogra* 
phy, edited by Fbancis Libbeb, assisted by E. Wiooleswobth. 
14 vols., library style. 

A Crenerai Biogrraphi<^al Dictionary, comprising a sum- 
mary account of the most Distinguished Persons of all Ages, Nationi, 
and Professions, including more than One Thousand articles of American 
Biography, by the Rer. J. L. Blakb, DJ)., author of the Family Ency- 
dopdia of Useful Knowlede^e, and various other works on Education 
waa General literature. Eightli edition, revised. 

Tappan's Poems.— Sacred and Miscellaneovf Poems, bj 
W. B. Tappan. 

The Green Mountain Boys.— By the author jf Loeki 
Amsden, or the School Master; May Martin, &c Bevised edition. 
<Thia lione of the siost stirring Tales of the day.*' 
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